Dear Parents and Guardians,
From February 28th through March 3rd, Fontbonne had the pleasure of welcoming
four educators from the Middle States Association. With our self-study now complete,
the Visiting Team came to affirm our objectives and to make additional
recommendations as to how we might continue to grow. The Visting Team interviewed
students, faculty, alumnae, members of our Board of Trustees, and parents. The
entire Middle States process, from self-study, to action plan design, to the actual visit,
was an extensive process geared towards having us realize who we are as a school
community and who we need to become over the next seven years in order to provide
our students with an excellent college preparatory education for the 21st Century.
We are happy to announce that Fontbonne will be re-accredited by the Middle States
Association. On March 3rd, before departing our campus, the Chairperson of the
team, S. Janice Shaw, read her Oral Report to our administration, faculty, staff, and
students from our Planning Team. The report was simply outstanding, and I am
happy to share some key excerpts of what S. Janice wrote with you.
Students, staff and parents continually describe Fontbonne as being a school

with an atmosphere of family and of excellence.
It is rare that I have visited a school with such pride for the excellence that is
produced within the community and the mutual support that is exhibited among
all stakeholders.
In meeting with parents we were apprised of something quite descriptive of the
connection that this community has. "Fontbonne supports family life, and
combines religious values with a rigorous education."
We have witnessed dedicated, passionate educators who will not settle for
anything less than the very best for their young women.
All faculty members expressed the need to embrace change in order to
maximize the educational experience.
In an extensive career as an educator, I have very few times come across
student groups who are as articulate, polite, focused and proud as the young
women of Fontbonne.
Student initiative is encouraged and respected. You have given the leadership
roles to your students, and they provided many worthy ideas, especially to the
STEM action plan.
On behalf of the entire Fontbonne faculty and staff, I would like to thank all of you for
your support and for your assistance during this self-reflective journey of improvement
and growth. It is always a wonderful feeling to know that educators from outside our
school affirm and praise our Mission and our vision.
Please enjoy reading the rest of our newsletter and learning more about our students'
academic and athletic accomplishments!
Sincerely,
Mary Ann Spicijaric
Principal

FIRST TIME FINALISTS AT NYCDEF
Two of our seniors, Keara Donahue and Isabella Grillo,
have been named Finalists in the New York City
Science and Engineering Fair (NYCSEF).
More than 700 students submitted applications to the
fair. Fontbonne had 10 students invited to participate in
the preliminary round that took place on March 5th at
CUNY's City College.
Keara and Isabella will now present their projects on
March 28th at the Museum of Natural History and
compete for an opportunity to represent NYC at the
Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (IISEF) in Los Angeles, California. Fontbonne
is the ONLY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL to have students advance to the final round!

ENTREPRENEURSHIP CLASS IS
MOTIVATED BY FEMALE
ENTREPRENEURS
The Entrepreneurship Class attended the
St.Francis College "Women Entrepreneurship
Forum: Retail, Technology and Innovation".
Jennie Baik (Founder, Orchard Mile), Marie

Jean-Baptiste (Founder, Rue 107), and Karen
Tappin (Founder, Karen's Body Beautiful)
discussed the intersection of retail,
technology, and innovation and looked at how
founders leverage technology to grow and
innovate their businesses. They also
discussed the unique challenges faced by
women entrepreneurs.

SENIOR WINS FIRST PLACE IN ESSAY
CONTEST
Senior, Kristin Gnoza won 1st place in the annual
Commodore Barry Essay Contest. She was presented
with a $1,000 check on March 4th.
Based on her personal study of the Father of the American
Navy, Kristin had to write an essay discussing three
characteristics he exemplified that would speak to fellow
students. Kristin focused on John Barry's ingenuity,
leadership, and most of all dedication to serving the needs of
others. She believes that even if a few young people could develop these enduring qualities
then, " a great change could be made in the world." Congratulations Kristin!

FRIENDS FOR LIFE DISCUSS SUSAN B.
ANTHONY
Members of Friends For Life met with Michelle
Powers '09, a reporter for NET TV, to discuss the
contributions Susan B. Anthony made to the the
Women's Rights and Pro-Life movement.
Kristina Scarfo and Nicole Canale were
interviewed for Currents, the evening news
program on NET TV. Watch here.

To celebrate Women's History Month, freshman and sophomores in the Global
History classes and AP World, created a quilt (below) honoring the
accomplishments of women around the world.

NEW CHAPEL DEDICATION
We celebrated mass to bless
the beautifully renovated
chapel.
Nancy Misseri, Class of '76,
gave a generous donation to
renovate the Chapel in honor of
her late husband, Vincent.
Monsignor Romano and Father
Adamo celebrated the
mass. The Piccini sisters
(Gilda, Effie, Juliette, Antonia)
also donated the funds that
were used for the new
celebrant's chair. Friends and
family of the Misseris and the
Piccinis were invited to the celebration.

CHEER COMPETITION
TEAMS EXCEL AT
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Varsity Cheer team won the
CHSAA Championships at
Queens College and our JV Cheer
Team came in second place.
A very successful year for both
programs, congratulations!

We held an assembly where students viewed the film "He Named Me Malala". In
connections with International Women's Day, we took photos (below) with the
hashtag #BeBoldForChange to show how the film inspired us!

SENIOR WILL EXPERIENCE SUMMER
INSTITUTE IN JORDAN

Gianna Vazquez '17 has been chosen to attend
The National Security Language Initiative for
Youth (NSLI-Y) Program, sponsored by the U.S.
Department of State, in Amman Jordan this summer.
The program provides merit-based scholarships for
eligible high school students and recent high school
graduates to learn less commonly taught languages in
summer overseas immersion programs. NSLI-Y is
part of a U.S. government initiative that prepares
American citizens to be leaders in a global world. The
linguistic skills and cultural knowledge Gianna will be
exposed to will help promote international dialogue
and support American engagement abroad. Gianna
will be living with a Jordanian host family for 6 weeks.
Besides being fully immersed in Arabic language,
she will be visiting historic sites including Petra and the Dead Sea. According to Gianna, It's
a very exciting opportunity that she could not pass up because she was 1 of 20 chosen to
attend this program out of over 3,000 applicants. We are extremely proud of Gianna's
accomplishment. Her initiative and perseverance in achieving this lofty goal is admirable.

FONTBONNE STEM FAIR
On Tuesday, April 11th, four
selected groups will be presenting
their STEM Fair projects.
The winners will be awarded over
$500 in cash and prizes. Join us in
the gymnasium from 4-6PM and
witness these impressive
presentations.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
Help us spread the word about all the benefits
of being a Bonnie!
We are happy to once again be opening our
doors to all 7th Graders. Spring Open House
will be held on May 3rd. If you know of any
interested parties, please have them register
here.

