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The year has passed very quickly and soon we will be at the mid-point. This is the time I always
like to conduct a self-reflection about what has been accomplished and what is still needed to
be done. This is also the time of year that I like to reflect on the many things I am thankful and
grateful for. In light of the horrific events that just occurred in France, it seems even more appropriate to take the time to express gratitude and gratefulness for the many blessings and positive
things that have made this year bountiful.

Lynn Grell-Boethel,
Assistant Superintendent

There have been so many great things that our Board of Trustees have done for us this year.
Providing raises, approving additional expenditures for facility upgrades, classroom furniture
and additional technology to make our learning environment better to teach and learn in. Their
support and care is so very critical to having a successful district. Thank you Board for caring
and providing!

The staff in CBISD is such a wonderful group of individuals with big hearts and a strong commitment to helping children and
making this community strong. So many of you put your heart and soul into being there each day for our students and spend
hours and hours to prepare, assist, coach and be there for our students. Thank you staff for the time, effort, love and care
you give each day!
Our multitude of partners have been so generous with our schools and students. Thank you clergy of our churches and your
kind congregations for the welcoming outreach, service and prayers. Thank you business such as Phillips 66, Walmart, Dow,
Conoco, BASF, Board of Realtors and many other businesses in the community for grants, gifts, donations, discounts and all
the other kind things you do to help us help others.
Thank you to our other partners in serving our students, Communities in Schools, Head Start, Brazosport College, and ACE
for your helping hand and additional resources. Your help and support are making a difference for our children.
In this season of reflection and sharing, I challenge you to think about and self-reflect on the great gifts and goodness in your
life and to reach out and take a moment to spread the positive glow of kindness and gratitude! Wishing you all a warm and
lovely Thanks-giving holiday.
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EMPLOYEE SNAPSHOT—Natalie Taylor
Current position:
2nd grade teacher at WCE

of it. From then on we both asked everyone every day, “Why is everyone
walking around out there?” This was classic me, I have the memory of a
goldfish.

How long have you worked for
Tell us a little about your family.
CBISD?
I have three children and one husband. I have a sixth grader named Beau, a
8yrs
fifth grader named Light (yes, like the bulb) and first grader named Alana.
Before working here, what was They are completely different, as most children are and it makes for lots fun
the most interesting job you had? times at my house.
For a short time I was a fish feeder The one husband is named Robert.
in college. Sounds hilarious, I know.
It was actually an important and FAVS: Food- not really too picky, feed me and I will love you
demanding job. I had to harvest brine from eggs to feed a large room full of
Drink- Cranberry apple juice
fish. There were 50 to 75 tanks of different kinds of fish and I was in charge
Book/Author- The Walking Drum by Louis L’Amour
of feeding and keeping the tanks clean. I could not leave during Christmas
Movie- Pride and Prejudice, the one with Keira Knightley
break because the fish had to eat. These fish were being raised for Cancer
research so I could not let them die. Needless to say, I only had this job for a Is there a song you like to hear that might surprise people who know
short time because I had too much studying to do. Did I mention I was going you?
to school at Southwest Texas State at the time ;)
I like to listen to almost everything but I don’t have a favorite song.
What is one memory from high school that stands out?
It my Freshman year (I think) and I was in Spanish class. That was way back
when the classroom actually had a whole wall of windows (gloriousness).
Anyways, during the middle of class I look out of the window and see a lot of
students walking around. I have no idea what is going on so I turn to the girl
behind me and ask, “Why is everyone walking around out there?” She says,
“It’s first lunch.” OHH, I thought, well that explains it.
Two days later we are back in class and again I see other students walking
around outside. Since this is a new day and I had two sleeps since the first
day of class, I again had no clue what is going on outside. So what do I do? I
turn to the girl behind me and ask, “Why is everyone walking around out
there?” She gives me a funny look and says, “Are you serious?” “Yeah” I
say. She told me I asked her that two days ago and that she had told me it was
first lunch. OHH, well, that explains it.
The third day of class I had to turn around and ask her again just for the fun

Do you have a guilty pleasure?
I wish I did, I don’t have time for that. You read earlier that I have 3 kids.
What do you want to do when you retire?
When I retire I plan on driving around visiting my children and driving them
crazy. Oops, I mean loving on them.
Name a famous person you would like to meet and why.
JJ Watt!! Because, I would love to have an intellectual conversation with
him. No really, why do you think?
Tell us something about you few people know.
I cannot stand to hear people eat. I have a lot of pet peeves and that is a major
one.

NEW TO CBISD:
Welcome to our family!

Jim McGown
Bus Driver
Transportation

Esther Vera
Custodian
Barrow Elementary

Lori Russell
Teacher
Barrow Elementary

Kimberly Kremling
Child Nutrition Assoc.
District Floater

Pamela Thornton
Child Nutrition Assoc
Wild Peach Elementary

Joy Jenkins
Bus Driver
Transportation
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NOVEMBER SHINING STARS
High School Speech Teacher, Annie Ray at Columbia High School, was
presented the Shining Star Award by Principal, Chris Miller. Chris states,
“Ms. Ray has been a rock at CHS for 16 years. She works hard to build relaonships with kids and her eﬀorts are appreciated by all. Ms. Ray teaches speech, and if you ask her she will tell you why speech is so important.
She is an outstanding communicator and works hard to make sure that our
students become eﬀecve communicators as well. CHS and the CBISD
community is grateful to have such a dedicated employee.”
Annie’s response to receiving the award: “In the arena of life I have
learned that every gi, I receive has been ordained in heaven. I believe
God chooses who He wants to recognize. I would like to think by receiving
this honor from administraon I’ve given my me, my devoon and all of
my abilies these last 15 years to meet the needs of the Students at CHS.
My caring and love I share with the people of CBISD is a testament to how
I live my life. I love everybody, I trust a few, but I make sure I paddle my
own Canoe.”

Goldie Hernandez, PEIMS and Registrar, was presented the Shining Star Award by Principal, Kathy Humbird and Assistant Principal, Roxana Bolton. Goldie wears many hats. She helps out in all
areas, from registering students to communicang with parents
and staﬀ. Her greatest strength is her communicaon skills. She
talks to parents in a caring, kind voice and that is a great asset
when a parent is concerned about a certain situaon involving their
child. Her calm demeanor brings a peaceful resoluon to situaons
that could be a li0le tricky. She also knows Skyward backward and
forward; if she doesn’t know, she is able to ﬁgure it out quickly. When it is all said and done, Goldie does a fabulous job with
PEIMS and the many other happenings at WCE’s oﬃce area,” states
Kathy.
“First of all, I would like to thank Mrs. Humbird, Mrs. Bolton and
CBISD for this honor. I feel that we are all “Shining Stars” at WCE
and CBISD since we all work together to accomplish our district’s
beliefs. To be recognized with so many “Shining Stars” within our
district is truly an inspiraon”, states Goldie

RED RIBBON
PARADE FUN!
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NEVAEH

These are our Kids

ADDIE

Sisters, Nevaeh and Addie are the daughters of Gina Martinez, Life Skills Teacher at Columbia
High School. They are both kind hearted and full of energy. Addie loves to run, play and laugh, while Nevaeh stays
busy with sports, student council and helping others. I had a
hard time catching Nevaeh before school because if she
wasn’t at school for a meeting, she was at the campus helping her teachers.
Gina commented how different the sisters are, however they
get along so well. They definitely compliment each other.
“Nevaeh is laid-back and easy going. We had a good indication of that when she started sleeping through the night at 6
weeks old!” states Gina. “Addie is very structured and like
things to be in order all the time. She is very strong-willed
and the life of a party.” Both girls do very well in school. Addie is in the first grade and likes Music Class the best and
reading. Nevaeh is in the sixth grade and really likes Social
Studies. Nevaeh makes all A’s and it seems that Addie will
be on that same track as well.
Gina describes Nevaeh as “kind and having a ‘heart of gold.’ She is a people pleaser and enjoys helping others without the need for recognition.” Gina is very proud of the way her daughter gives 100% in all she does. Nevaeh has an eagerness to excel in school and sports. She is
an honor roll student, Vice President of Student Council, has been in dance since she was 3
and plays Division II Soccer. Nevaeh wants to play sports in junior high, be involved with
Student Council and be in National Junior Honors Society.
She looks forward to challenging classes as she continues
through junior high and high school. Nevaeh thinks it’s
“awesome” her mom is a teacher for Life Skills. She thinks
some of the things she has to do in the classroom are tough,
but glad her mom does it. Nevaeh looks forward to having her mom at school with her when
she gets to CHS.
Addie is described as “Sassy” by Gina. She says, “Addie is a ‘take charge’ kind of girl and likes
things to be tidy. She is great at helping around the house, including vacuuming her room.”
Addie has a mothering side to her and Gina is proud of her caring nature. Addie has been
dancing since she was 3. She tried soccer, but she will leave that to her sister. She looks forward to playing basketball for the first time this Spring. Addie said she can’t wait to read chapter books and be on Student Council like her sister. She said, “it’s great my mom’s a teacher.”
Addie also commented on how difficult it would be to have the students her mom has in class.
The girls enjoy doing things as a family, such as watching movies together or going on vacations to the river or Splashway. Nevaeh will give her sister a make-over or do nails together.
Mom and the girls love having girl time and enjoy baking, especially during the holidays. Addie
enjoys watching her sister play soccer. Nevaeh’s team, Alliance, is undefeated this season,
with her dad as her coach. Nevaeh says she likes her dad being her coach because he pushes her. The family will travel together to attend tournaments. They have an upcoming tournament in San Antonio this weekend
and Gina says they will make a mini vacation out of the
trip. The family is fun loving and likes to do little things to
tease each other. Nevaeh said that there was a plastic
snake that her mom tried to scare them with and one
day the girls put the plastic snake in her bed and really
surprised her.
Addie says the best things about her sister are, “she’s
really nice, she’s funny and she helps me do back flips.”
Nevaeh says the best things about her sister are, “she’s
nice in hard times, likes to do for me and even though I
am sometimes mean, Addie is still nice.”
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CHS 2015 Brazoria County Fair Art Winners
Camille Henderson
“Camp Side Cookout” First Place Winner

Oriana Ariceaga
“Chocolate” First Place Winner
Jennah Janak
“First Spit Shine” First Place Winner

Cedric Kinard
“The Old Mill” Auction Winner,
Sold for $800

BIRTHDAY SHOUT-OUTS
November 23
Kenneth Boone
Gerald Nixon
Richard Sincere
November 24
Doris Thomas
November 25
Kristy Doughty
Darlene Jones
Michelle King
November 27
Keith Barnett
November 29
Mary Bullard
November 30
Jeanette Green
Lynn Grell-Boethel
Danna Smith
December 1
Caroline Dunn
Chris Miller
Megan Ringgold
December 3
Sharon Austin
December 4
Melissa Clark

Terrell Taylor
December 5
Roxana Bolton
Samuel Cribbs Jr
Missy Kelley
December 7
Laci Schuerg
December 8
Mary Beth Bowen
Amanda Forrester
Ashley Harriman
December 10
Ben Mack
December 12
Roland Hayes
Kayla Josey
December 13
Nicole O’Neal
December 14
Christine Avalos
December 15
Victoria Williams
December 16
Julie German
Darlene Sanders

December 19
Holly Spear
Dana West

January 2
Kenneth Kuykendall
Brenda Nichols

January 16
Thomas Anh
Ana Calderon

December 21
Peggy Hairston
Lynne Eubanks
Wendy Barrios

January 3
Sarah Ondras
Debra Williams

January 17
Jonah Vincent
Tina Watts

January 5
Heather Jeane
Maria Rosas

January 19
Kim Duncan
Kristi Klemstein
Greg Raley
Suzanne Roark

December 24
Michael Denbow
Tracy Poulsen
December 25
Larry Boykin
Cynde Garza
December 26
Candy Jones
December 27
Nancy Koenig
Jenny Morrow
John Rhubottom
Perry Simmons
December 29
Gleda Krueger
January 1
Salvador Guerrero
Bobby Woods

January 6
Rey Ornelas
January 8
David Davis
Cheryl Henderson
Kristie Kucera
January 9
Laura Garcia
January 11
Katie Brooker
Robb Guthrie
January 13
Kim Poncik

January 21
Michael DeLeon
Jennifer McIntosh
Gary Sims
January 22
Henry Schuble
Florence Martin
January 23
Angela Martin
January 24
Ella Barnett

January 15
Annette Irvin
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SHAC: Student Health Advisory Committee
About Life’s Simple 7
Manage Blood Pressure
High blood pressure is a major risk factor for heart disease and stroke. When your blood pressure
stays within healthy ranges, you reduce the strain on your heart, arteries, and kidneys which keeps
you healthier longer.
Learn how to manage your blood pressure.
Control Cholesterol
High cholesterol contributes to plaque, which can clog arteries and lead to heart disease and
stroke. When you control your cholesterol, you are giving your arteries their best chance to remain
clear of blockages.
Learn how to control your cholesterol.
Reduce Blood Sugar
Most of the food we eat is turned into glucose (or blood sugar) that our bodies use for energy. Over
time, high levels of blood sugar can damage your heart, kidneys, eyes and nerves.
Learn how to reduce your blood sugar.
Get Active
Living an active life is one of the most rewarding gifts you can give yourself and those you love.
Simply put, daily physical activity increases your length and quality of life.
Learn how to get active.
Eat Better
A healthy diet is one of your best weapons for fighting cardiovascular disease. When you eat a hearthealthy diet, you improve your chances for feeling good and staying healthy – for life!
Learn how to eat better.
Lose Weight
When you shed extra fat and unnecessary pounds, you reduce the burden on your heart, lungs, blood
vessels and skeleton. You give yourself the gift of active living, you lower your blood pressure and
you help yourself feel better, too.
Learn how to lose weight.
Stop Smoking
Cigarette smokers have a higher risk of developing cardiovascular disease. If you smoke, quitting is
the best thing you can do for your health.
Learn how to stop smoking.

Hover over any topic and hit Ctrl key to be taken to the source.

Resources: Share My Life Check With Others
Join us in our mission to stop heart disease before it’s even started by sharing Life’s Simple 7 and the My Life Check assessment. Whether you
work in healthcare or simply want to share with your community, the following materials and messages will help you spread the word.
Together, we can empower millions of others to make a new life resolution and build a healthier, stronger legacy one heart at a time!
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Conditions/My-Life-Check---Lifes-Simple-7_UCM_471453_Article.jsp#.VkpWfE2FND8
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Announcements and Upcoming Events
•

The WBJH Theatre Department participated in a OAP festival last Friday at Sealy JH. The following students received individual
honors: Stephen Boling received All-Star Crew, Kevin Brown received Honorable Mention All-Star Cast, Bryson Moss received Honorable Mention All-Star Cast, Della Pustka received All-Star Cast, Lacey White received All-Star Cast.

•

Holiday Market, December 6th, 11am—4pm , Heritage Hall, West Columbia. Bistro, bakery, jewelry, door prizes!

•

Kevin Michael Coulter (CHS graduate 2011), son of Kevin & Stacey Coulter will be graduating from Texas A & M – College of Engineering on Friday, Dec 18, 2015 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering. He recently accepted a job offer from
Mustang Engineering in Angleton.

•

Tina Watts and her husband Ray will be celebrating their 25th Wedding Anniversary on December 1st!

•

Christmas in Brazoria, December 12th, 10am—5:30pm. Snow, Santa, vendor booths and more

•

2nd Bedtime Stories Event at West Columbia Elementary on Dec. 14th, 5:30—6:30pm

•

Retirement Reception for Patty Heidel on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at the Administration Building, 3:30—5:30pm

BIG TIME SHOUT OUTS!
Thank you Mrs. Langen, Sliva,
and Cissna for your help putting on an amazing 5th grade
Veteran's Program.

Special Shout out to Patty
Heidel—THANK YOU for all
you have done for us in
CBISD. Good luck in your retirement… you will be greatly
missed!

-Roxana Bolton

I would like to extend a huge
THANK YOU to Peggy Kresta
and her team of “holiday helping
hands” for helping us prepare
and serve Thanksgiving Feast to
our Barrow families. We had a
great turnout and are so grateful for their time and service.
-Becky Cade

-Lynn Grell-Boethel

Shout out to all of Wild Peach
and Child Nutrition. I lost my son
on October 31st, he was 35 years
old. Everyone at Wild Peach and
Child Nutrition have been so
wonderful. I had a much easier
time with their help and prayers.
I love them all.
-Chris Rexses

Shout out to Stefanie Dale and the
2nd grade teachers for having the 2nd
graders present a fabulous Veterans
Day Program at Barrow Elementary.
-Missy, Gayla, Karen and Lauren

Big Shout out to Ana Pena for
the amazing job she does everyday. We smell good!

THANK YOU to Dana West and
the Barrow Student Council for
their tremendous help on Veteran’s Day. All Veterans received
a meal donated by the Student
Council and council members
escorted the Veterans through
the lunch line, helped with seating, and did a wonderful job
treating the Veterans like the
heroes they are.
-Becky Cade

-CBISD Admin building

HR CORNER
EMPLOYEE ACCESS CENTER
Did you know Employees are able to view their personnel information in district. It can be accessed on the
CBISD website, on the left side of the employee page.
A few items you will be able to view: pay stubs, leave balances, W2 forms and demographic information. Some
information may be changed on-line.
Please Note: You will need your employee ID, that can be obtained from your campus/department
administrative assistant.
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