Music Program

A

of
the school is the exceptional
music program provided for students in grades K–12.
N ADDITIONAL HALLMARK

Elementary and
Junior High
• A strong elementary choral music
program in grades K–8 with choirs
at every grade level, including a
combined seventh- and eighthgrade choir as well as a boys choir
and a girls choir.
• An elementary instrumental
music program featuring a fifthgrade band, sixth-grade band and
a combined seventh- and eighthgrade band.

Academy (High School)
• Four performing choral ensembles: the 100-member concert
choir, men’s choir, women’s choir
and the 35-member select auditioned chorale.
• Two performing band ensembles:
the 90-member concert band and
the 25-member jazz band that excel
in performing a wide selection of
musical styles from classical to
popular and jazz.

Distinguished Music
Department Honors
• The junior high choir, academy
choirs and academy chorale have
competed in a variety of Southern
California Vocal Association choral
adjudications and have consistently
received a Superior rating each
year. The academy chorale has: 1)
traditionally been a showcase choir
at the Los Angeles Master Chorale
Annual High School Choir Festival,
2) had the prestigious honor of
being chosen as the caroling choir
for the Los Angeles Master Chorale
“Home for the Holidays” concert at
the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion and
Disney Hall, and 3) was the firstplace winner in the Large Choir

Division of the American Choral
Directors Association Golden State
South Choral Competition in 2001.
• The academy band consistently
receives Superior ratings at Southern
California School Band and Orchestra Music Festival in Abottsford,
British Columbia, Canada (2000).
• Each year the choir and band tour
and concertize to places such as
Northern California, Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Washington state
and Canada.
• The GAA Band was appointed as
the premiere performing band at
the Los Angeles County Veterans
Administration’s annual Veterans
Day Celebration.
• Beautiful, new band and choir
facilities were opened in 2007
providing students with a wonderful environment to develop their
music and performance skills.
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Glendale Adventist Academy High School
The Senior High Division (Grades 9–12) of a Twelve Grade College Preparatory School

Enrollment

School Organization

Honors, AP Classes

Approximately 260 students are
enrolled at Glendale Adventist
Academy (GAA). A maximum of
75 students are accepted at each
grade level. The average class size
is 25.

The high school division operates
on a basic eight-period day (there
may be periods before or after
the core periods). Classes meet a
minimum of 200 minutes per week
(240 minutes for classes with a lab).
There are two semesters of 18 weeks
each, totalling 180 school days per year.

The following Honors and Advanced Placement classes are offered:
Honors English 3
Honors English 4
Honors U.S. History
Honors U.S. Government
AP Calculus AB/BC
Honors Precalculus
These classes receive grades on a
5.0 weighted cumulative GPA scale.

Faculty
There are 17 full-time and three
part-time teachers. Eleven have
B.A./B.S. degrees and nine M.A./
M.S. degrees. All teachers hold full
Seventh-day Adventist certification
in their subject area, and many also
hold California State credentials.

Grade Point Average
All courses in which a student earns
a letter grade are included when
calculating the cumulative grade
point average. In the most recent
years, 50% of graduates earned
cumulating grade point averages of
3.0+ (27% graduated with a GPA of
3.5 or above.)

Class Ranking
All students are ranked numerically
according to grade point averages.
Total class enrollment is included
in computing class rank.
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National Honor Society
The school is proud to have sponsored a chapter of the nationally
recognized National Honor Society
(NHS) since 1981. The purpose of
the organization is to promote the
qualities of scholarship, leadership,
character and service. Approximately 10 percent of the school
population is involved in NHS.

College Acceptance

National College
Board Tests
Students regularly participate in
the PSAT, SAT and ACT testing
programs. Scoring above national
averages on such tests, GAA graduates have earned recognition in the
National Merit Scholarship Program as finalists, semi-finalists and
commended students.

Graduation
In compliance with California high
school graduation standards, GAA
offers a Basic High School Diploma
which requires a minimum of 240
units of credit. Students are encouraged to take advantage of additional
educational opportunities offered
at the school which provide the
option to earn either the College
Preparatory Diploma or Advanced
College Preparatory/Honors Diploma. Students who earn diplomas
above the Basic High School level
meet entrance requirement for the
University of California and the
California State University systems.
Students may also earn the graduation recognition of Honors, High
Honors or Highest Honors.

Ninety percent of GAA graduates continue their education at the college/
university level. Although the majority of graduates choose to attend
Adventist colleges or universities, students are accepted at a wide range of
colleges and universities.
Recent acceptances include:
Andrews University
Pacific Union College
Azusa Pacific University
Pasadena City College
California State University*
Pepperdine University
The Citadel
Southern Adventist University
Citrus College
Southwestern Adventist University
College of the Canyons
Stanford University
Cornell University
University of Arizona
DeVry Institute
University of California*
Glendale Community College
University of Nevada
Howard University
University of New York
La Sierra University
University of Southern California
Loma Linda University
Walla Walla University
Mt. Sierra College
Whittier College
Oakwood College
Woodbury College
Occidental College
* includes all campuses

Student Ethnic Distribution
Caucasian 32%
Black 8%

Hispanic 25%
Asian 35%
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Art Program

E

XCEPTIONAL ART OPPORTUNITIES
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are provided for students,
including participation in exhibits
and museum trips as well as workshops with guest artists. In 1964
Sonny Ines founded the GAA art
program and for the next 30 years
was instrumental in its growth
and success. Many students who
passed through the art program
have become working professionals in the field, even developing
highly successful design firms. One
became a leading artist and animator at Disney, and several more have
gone into film, photography, fine
arts and ceramics.
The tradition of excellence
in art, which Sonny began at the
school, continues today. In recent

years GAA students have gone on
after graduation to the Art Institute
of Santa Monica, the Art Center
College of Design in Pasadena, andCalifornia Institute of the Arts.
Students are invited to join a
growing number of artists on campus who display creations ranging
from oil or water canvas paintings
and drawings to clay and metal
structures. Students are provided
opportunities to participate in various art competitions and numerous
GAA students have been recognized
for their work in such events.
In 2007 the school celebrated
the grand opening of a beautiful
new art facilitiy named in honor of
Sonny Ines. The new art center provides state-of-the-art facilities that
excede those found on most college
campuses.

Athletics

A

fitness
activities are important to
the holistic development of young
people. Team sports are a big part of
many students’ lives here at GAA.
Students have the opportunity
to participate in a competitive
varsity sports program through
participation in the CIF (California
Interscholastic Federation) sports
league. Team sports for both boys
and girls include flag football,
basketball, and volleyball, as well
as junior varsity teams for some
sports.
Each year the boys and girls
varsity flag football teams have the
opportunity to travel and participate in various tournaments. These
tournaments are memorable, not
only for the games won, but also
for the positive spiritual activities
students participate in as well as
the relationships/friendships that
are developed with teammates and
students from other schools.
In addition to team sports, the
athletic department also offers a
state-of-the-art physical fitness
and weight training facility that
includes cardio machines, nautilus equipement, and free weights.
Students can focus on personal
physical fitness while developing
life-style habits that will benefit
them for their entire lives.
THLETICS AND PHYSICAL
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