Bringing Out
Their Best

Culver City USD: Bringing Out Students’ Best
Potential Local Funding Measure to Protect CCUSD Schools
A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT LESLIE LOCKHART

Dear Community Members,
I am honored to have been chosen to serve as your new
Superintendent. Having worked in Culver City USD over
the past nearly 20 years both as a principal and assistant
superintendent, I have witnessed firsthand the shared
commitment of teachers, staff and parents to excellence
for all our students.
Many families choose to live in Culver City because of the
outstanding education offered across all our schools.
With highly qualified teachers and a graduation rate of 98%, our graduates
are accepted into selective colleges and go on to succeed in competitive
careers. Our strong local schools continue to improve, contributing to the
quality of life that makes Culver City such a desirable place to live and
helping to protect property values.
You may be surprised
to learn that our
schools rely on State
funding for virtually
all of our operating
funds; however, the
State has proven to
be an unreliable and
unpredictable partner, making the District vulnerable to budget cuts. To keep
pace with 21st-century education needs, attract and keep highly qualified
teachers, it has become clear we need an additional source of funding.
As the Board considers funding options to protect CCUSD schools, I hope
you’ll take a moment to complete the attached survey and share your
priorities with us.
I look forward to working with students, parents, teachers and all
stakeholders to protect the high-quality education for which CCUSD has
earned its reputation and continuing to improve student achievement into
the future.

The Board of Education is considering placing a local funding measure on the November
2018 ballot. The exact amount and term of the measure has not yet been determined.

State Funding to Culver City Schools Ranks in Bottom Third
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State funding to CCUSD ranks in bottom 3rd of LA County’s 48 unified school districts. Source: LA County 2014-2015, Average State LCFF Funding by ADA

A parcel tax in the range of $118 to $129 per parcel for a period of seven years would
generate approximately $1.4 to $1.6 million per year in locally-controlled funding to
address the State funding gap and help maintain high quality teachers and protect
academic, arts and athletic programs. The measure would need approval by 2/3rds
of Culver City voters.

Locally Controlled Funding, Fiscal Accountability
Every dollar from a local funding measure would stay in Culver City and be used to
support our local schools. None of the funds could be taken away by the State or
used for administrator salaries. Independent oversight would be required to ensure
funds are spent as promised, and seniors age 65 and older would be eligible for an
exemption from the cost of the measure.

398

Highly Qualified
Teachers

235 with
masters
degrees

10 with
doctorate
degrees

STEAM
Curriculum
and Hands-On
Science

Sincerely,

Achievement in the Arts
Leslie Lockhart
Superintendent

An Important Message from
Culver City Unified School District

Academy of Visual and Performing Arts (AVPA)
multidisciplinary arts education program, Grammy
Signature Schools Enterprise Award recipient,
Fullerton College Jazz
Festival “Superior” rating;
Surdna Foundation Dance
Award recipient

For more information, visit www.ccusd.org and click on "Local Funding Measure”.

Culver City Unified School District

El Marino Language School • El Rincon Elementary • Farragut Elementary • La Ballona Elementary • Linwood E. Howe Elementary
Culver City Middle School • Culver City High School • Culver Park High School • CCUSD iAcademy • Culver City Adult School
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