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WHAT WE’RE
WORKING ON:
2016-17
GOALS, PROJECTS,
INITIATIVES

District 153 Puts the Focus on Math in 2016-17

DISTRICT GOAL:
Increase student achievement
in mathematics using a variety
of indicators to document
improved learning

PROJECTS:
Teams will identify and refine
essential skills in English
Language Arts and Math..
K-8 math teams will develop
common formative assessments
at all grade levels aligned to
essential skills and common
core standards.
All staff will be involved in
professional development
related to student engagement
strategies.

INITIATIVES:
K-8 Science/STEM teachers
will conclude their review of
curriculum and make
recommendations for the
2017-18 school year.
6-8 grade Social Studies
teachers will review current
programming and provide
recommendations for the
2017-18 school year.
K-8 English Language Arts
teachers will update and/or
develop common formative
assessments.
K-8 Physical Education/
Health teachers will conclude
their review of curriculum and
make recommendations for the
2017-18 school year.
District Leadership Team will
review all relevant data and
district practices to recommend
improvements.

After input from staff and administrators,
District 153 has finalized its goals, projects
and initiatives for the 2016-17 school year.
The District's main goal this year?
Increasing student achievement in math.
"We've spent the past few years
concentrating on English language skills,
adopting and implementing new ELA
curriculum and creating common assessments.
Now we turn to math," said Superintendent Dr.
Dale Mitchell.
The District adopted new math curricula

for Willow and Churchill Schools this year.
Willow School’s new math program, Math
in Focus, is based on Singapore Math, a threestep system that uses concrete, pictorial and
abstract techniques. This new math program
comes with a variety of blocks, bar models,
and other hands-on pieces to help young
learners literally grasp math concepts.
According to Kathy Schaeflein, Director of
Curriculum and Instruction, the new program
will help Willow students really understand
fundamental concepts like amount and
quantity before they move on to computation.
Churchill School has adopted the “Go
Math” curriculum that emphasizes real-world
problem solving. More word problems are
introduced as befits the more experienced
readers at Churchill School.
Many of Churchill’s 5th-grade staff
already have experience with Go Math and
will be a valuable resource for their
colleagues teaching 3rd– and 4th-grades.

Board Approves FY17 Budget,
District Gets A+ Rating
District 153's school board approved a
budget for FY17 at its September 19th
meeting.
The FY17 budget projects a deficit of
$600,000. The projected deficit is lower this
year due to a combination of the district's
restructuring efforts and the state fully funding
General State Aid.
The school district did better than
projected last year (FY16), too. A deficit of
$2.5 million was projected, but it was actually
$1.8 million.
District 153 is proud to announce that it
has maintained its A+ rating from Standard &
Poor's. The rating agency was impressed by
the district's efforts to control expenses through
its restructuring and its sound business practices,

in general.
"It is no small thing to get an A+ rating
anywhere in the state of Illinois these days,"
said School Board President Shelly Marks at
the board's September meeting. "The
favorable rating means we'll pay less to
borrow when we issue our bonds, and our
money will go further."
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2015-16
Tom Dockweiler
Award Winners
The Board of Education has
presented four students with the
2015-16 "Tom Dockweiler Award"
which honors students who showed
great academic improvement
during the previous school year
through hard work, persistence and
a positive attitude. The award is
presented yearly to one student at
each school and is named in honor
of Thomas Dockweiler, a former
school board member who retired
from the board in 2007 after 21
years of service.

Learning the True Meaning of Veterans Day
District 153
was honored to
host several
local veterans
at Churchill
School for the
2nd Annual
Veterans
Appreciation
Breakfast on
Nov. 11th.
Last year, District 153 decided to hold school on
Veterans Day to teach students about the true
meaning of the holiday. The breakfast allows
students to honor local veterans, hear their
stories and show their appreciation.

Above, Emily Kasper conducts the Homewood Children’s Choir at the school district’s Veterans Appreciation Breakfast.
Below, guests were asked to stand during the playing of
the song from their branch of the military.

As our local veterans enjoyed breakfast, music
was provided by the James Hart Chamber
Orchestra, the Homewood Children's Choir, the
James Hart Choral Ensemble, and the James
Hart Jazz Band.
Nia Turner, James Hart School

Talent by the Dozen

Caitlyn Kruder, Millennium School

Congratulations to the 12 students who
participated in the Illinois Music Educators
Association District 1 Festival at Lincoln Way
Central on Nov. 5th. Students are invited to
participate through an audition process. The
students competed against hundreds for the
honors, performing selected solo works for the
judges to earn their places. Only a small
percentage of the very top musicians from
about 60 schools were selected.

Davin Pace, Churchill School

Alayna Frangella, Willow School

L to R: Grace Gallus, orchestra; Andrew Heligas, choir;
Savannah Holly, choir; Grace Anderson, orchestra; Tacy
Graham, orchestra; Alex Bertucci, choir; Asya Lengel,
orchestra; Isabella Jackson, choir; Sofi Riedel, choir;
Kirkland Benson, band; Damian Nava, orchestra. Not
pictured: Madilyn Harris, orchestra

Homewood Author Returns
to Willow School

Mrs. Homrich's 1st-grade class at Willow
School got a very special visitor on Dec. 8th.
Author Tracy Watland stopped by to read her
new children's book, "The Kindness Can."
Like the young girl in the story, the students
wrote down the ways they are kind or helpful
and collected the slips of paper in their own
Kindness Can.
Watland is a product of District 153,
spending grades K-6 at Willow School, and a
graduate of HF High School.
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District 153 Opens James Hart SmartLab

Those Who Excel
Congratulations to the following
members of the District 153 family
who were recognized at the 2016
Illinois State Board of Education's
"Those Who Excel" educator
recognition awards, Oct. 22 in
Normal, Illinois.
The "Those Who Excel" program
annually recognizes and honors
people who have made outstanding
contributions to public and non-public
elementary and secondary education
throughout the state.

Above, Members of the District 153 Board of Education, staff and others cut the ribbon to open the James Hart
SmartLab.

It was smiles all around on Oct. 18th when
District 153 officially opened the new
SmartLab at James Hart School with a ribbon
cutting ceremony and open house.
While the event marked the official
opening of the lab, students have been
working there since the beginning of the school
year. Many were on hand to present the
projects they were working on and
demonstrate some of the many ways the new
space will be used.
What is a SmartLab?
A SmartLab is an educational program
where students can explore STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics) and
media arts through applied technology and
project-based learning.
SmartLab programs engage learners as
they apply technology to projects of their own
design. Among the many areas students may
explore are robotics, coding, websites, video
broadcasts, circuitry, and structures. As students
work on their projects, they’re developing
critical-thinking skills.
Students already are using the lab’s
broadcasting studio to broadcast the school’s
morning announcements.

Cece Coffey
Principal, Churchill School
Award of Excellence, administrator
category
Stephanie Hess
School Psychologist, Willow School
Award of Recognition, student support
personnel category
Above, 6th-grader Karis Antkiewicz makes some
adjustments to her robotics project.

Connie Johnson
1st-Grade Teacher, Willow School
Award of Merit, classroom teacher
category
Terry Keigher
Chair, Citizens for Homewood Schools
Award of Recognition, community
volunteer category
Reilly Robertson
3rd-Grade Teacher, Churchill School
Award of Recognition, early career
educator category
Meg Sweeney
Special Education Asst. Churchill
School
Award of Recognition, educational
support personnel category
Citizens for Homewood Schools
Award of Excellence, team category

WHAT TO KNOW MORE?



Subscribe to the “James Hart Panther
TV” station on YouTube
Follow James Hart SMARTLab on
Twitter
Above, 8th-grader Charlotte McManus explores
engineering concepts through structure building.

Team Members: Alex Bosch, Tom
Brabec, Jim Collins, Anne Colton, Vito
D'Astici, Tom Dockweiler, Steve
Johnson, Terry Keigher, Shelly Marks,
Tracie Moxley, Nick Quirke, Jason
Stamps, Tabitha Stine, Anne-Marie
Webster, La'Shone Zinnerman
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Administration
Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
Dr. John Gibson, Business Manager
Kathy Schaeflein, Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Melanie Mandisodza, Director of Student Support Services
Beth White, Director of Technology
Wayne Scardigli, Director of Grounds and Maintenance

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER
18205 Aberdeen Street
Homewood, IL 60430
708.799.5661
hsd153.org

Board of Education
Steve Anderson
Ashanti Bethea
Alex Bosch, Vice President
Deb Havighorst
Greg Lawrence, Secretary
Shelly Marks, President
Jim Schmidt

Willow School
1804 Willow Road
708.798.3720
Mary Ann Savage, Principal
Melissa Lawson, Asst. Principal

Thank You Smart Lab
Sponsors!

District 153 is grateful to:

CN
Foundation 153
The Homewood Rotary Foundation
These great community organizations
provided financial support for the new
James Hart Smart Lab. Their donations will
cover one year of the expenses for this
wonderful new learning space for our
students. (See story on page 3.)
Pictured Above (L to R): Rita Davenport,
President, Foundation 153; Jim Kvedaras,
Director, U.S. Government Affairs, CN; Rick
Thiernau, President, Homewood Rotary
Foundation
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Churchill School
1300 West 190th Street
708.798.3424
Cece Coffey, Principal
Nicole Kerr, Asst. Principal
Mary Kay Gardiner, Asst. Principal

James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Dr. Scott McAlister, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

-SAVE THE DATES-

