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Class of 2010 Graduates Prepared for the Future

N

early 3,000 seniors graduated from the
Whittier Union High School District during celebratory commencement ceremonies held in June.
Parents, friends and family gathered together
with teachers, staff, administrators, members of
the Whittier Union Board of Trustees and representatives from local elementary school districts
to congratulate Whittier Union’s seniors for
achieving their high school diplomas.
In their commencement speeches, graduates
from each school told classmates to enjoy the moment, but to bolster themselves for the challenges
that lay ahead in college and careers.
“It is our time to celebrate such a momentous
achievement, our time to prepare for what comes
next, our time to finally call ourselves high school
graduates,” Santa Fe High School Senior Nathan
Ortiz said in his speech. “The last four years have
prepared us to take the next step in life — we still
have a lot more to achieve and this is just the beginning of a whole new journey.”
For a majority of Whittier Union High School
graduates, the new journey will begin with postsecondary education. A recent survey of graduating seniors shows that 82 percent are headed to
four-year universities, community college and

technical education colleges. A total of $5.4 million in scholarships, grants and loans will assist
these students in achieving their educational goals.
Whittier Union High School District graduates
will be attending some of the most prestigious
four-year universities in the nation, such as West
Point, Stanford, Princeton, Harvey Mudd College,
M.I.T., USC, Notre Dame, Brown, Johns Hopkins
University and most of the colleges within both
the University of California and California State
University systems.

continued on page 4

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Freshman First Day
August 31, 2010
First Day of School for All Students
September 1, 2010

La Serna High School’s ceremony marked the
beginning of the graduation season for the District. On a beautiful summer day at Cal State
Fullerton, 585 diplomas were handed out to graduating seniors at commencement. Students Carly
Kawanishi and Ryan Lacey shared the honor of
valedictorian while Jasmine Panosian and Avedis
Simonian were honored as salutatorians.
The event saw three students deliver graduation speeches as Associated Student Body President Austin Nubla, Senior Class President Jac-

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHTS 2010
California High School
5:30 p.m., September 30
Frontier High Schools
5:30 p.m., September 28

La Serna High School
7:00 p.m., September 22
Pioneer High School
6:00 p.m., September 29

Santa Fe High School
6:00 p.m., September 15
Whittier High School
6:00 p.m., September 23
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Superintendent’s Message

“

The WUHSD faculty and staff are committed to providing
an exceptional learning experience for our students.

Sandra Thorstenson
Superintendent

A

s summer draws to a close and our Whittier
Union families begin getting their high
school students ready for the start of the
2010-11 academic year, I want you to know that
the District’s teachers, staff, and administrators
have been hard at work throughout the break
planning, training and preparing for September.
During the summer, we held an intensive summer staff development program for our math,
English, science, social science, and foreign language teachers, which was extremely productive.
Teachers had the opportunity to hone their common assessments – tests that are given to students
to ensure that they are learning the concepts
needed to master state standards in these subject
areas. These common assessments provide teachers with a data-based vehicle to share best instructional practices and help them identify and
quickly address any gaps in student learning.
The time and effort teachers put in will greatly
expand upon the work that we have done to increase student achievement by improving our in-

structional practices through our “Whatever It
Takes” initiative.
So as you can see, despite the fiscal challenges
we continue to face due to the state’s continuing
budget crisis, we have been able to forge ahead
and innovate in the areas that we view as critical to
academic success by using our funds prudently to
remain focused on our students.
For the 2010-11 fiscal year, we must cut an additional $4 million to make up for the continuing
loss in state funding. That said, Whittier Union
continues to be in much better financial health
than most districts in the state. We were able to
meet the state’s 3-percent reserve requirement,
but we must proceed cautiously as the state economic outlook remains grim.
Reductions that have been made so far have
been shouldered across the District and as a result, we have had few layoffs and continue to see
a rise in student achievement at all of our schools,
despite the financial hard times we are experiencing.
As you will read in this newsletter, Whittier
Union’s five comprehensive high schools ranked
among the top third of the state’s schools with
similar demographics, according to results from
the 2009 Base Academic Performance Index. And
three of our schools recently made Newsweek
Magazine’s list of the Top 1,600 high schools in
the nation.
We also are glad to report that more than
80 percent of our graduates this year are continuing on to post-secondary education, many having
been accepted to some of the very best colleges
and universities in the nation.

”

I want you to know that all of us at Whittier
Union remain steadfastly dedicated to doing everything we can to ensure our students’ well-being
and academic achievement and that they not only
attain, but also surpass our expectations of what
they can achieve.
Providing clean, beautiful, safe and positive
campuses conducive to learning is part of that effort. When you and your students come to campus,
you will also see that the work to modernize our
campuses continues under Measure C Bond funds.
Our schools now benefit from beautifully remodeled Quads, updated classrooms with access to
technology, new cafeterias, and multipurpose
areas. This work will continue as we complete the
projects funded by Measure C and begin more
work with funds designated for this purpose
under Measure W. As required, these funds can
only be used for construction projects that improve campus facilities and cannot be used for instructional purposes; however, we know that there
is an important relationship between providing
optimal places of learning and student success.
We are eager to welcome our new and freshmen students with open arms and to warmly welcome back our sophomore, junior and senior
students to the 2010-2011 school year. Freshmen
students will start their high school career on
Tuesday, August 31 and all other students will
begin classes on September 1. The Whittier Union
High School District team of faculty and staff are
excited to begin the year and are committed to
providing an exceptional learning experience for
your high school student.

Whittier Union High Schools in Top Third Among Similar Schools in State

W

hittier Union High School District’s five comprehensive high
schools ranked among the top third of the state’s schools with
similar demographics, according to results from the 2009 Base
Academic Performance Index report released by the California State Department of Education.
The API reports include school API ranks that allow the public to compare performance at an individual school to all others in the state
(statewide ranks) as well as to schools with similar educational opportunities and challenges (similar schools ranks). The ranking shows where a
school’s 2009 API falls on a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being the highest).
California and Santa Fe high schools both ranked a 10 among similar
schools, La Serna High School ranked an 8, Whittier High School ranked a
9 and Pioneer High School ranked a 7.
Only eight other comprehensive high schools in Los Angeles County
received a 10 in their similar schools rank and Whittier Union was the only
district in the county to have two schools that received at 10 — magnets
and specialized charter schools not included.
At the state level, Whittier Union was one of only nine districts to have
more than one high school rank a 10 among similar schools. Out of all of
the comprehensive high schools in California, only 61 ranked a 10 among
similar schools and California and Santa Fe High school were the fourth
the fifth largest schools on the list — 26 of the schools on list had less than
1,000 students.

“We are thrilled that all of our schools are now in the top third of similar school rankings in the state,” said Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson.
“This is yet another clear indicator that Whittier Union’s schools remain
focused and dedicated to ensuring that all students continue to achieve
at higher levels and master the standards.”

District API Growth

Whittier Union Students’ Academic Achievement Continues to Soar

W

hittier Union High School District students continue to improve their academic performance and more students
are graduating on time and prepared to enter college. The District is one of the few high school districts in the state to show substantial and sustained
academic progress over several years.
The District’s scores on the California State Academic Performance Index (API) have increased
steadily, reaching 747 in 2008-09, a 19-point increase over the previous year.
It is one of a small number of districts in the
state to have significantly narrowed the achievement gap. Currently, there is only a 10 percent difference between the highest and lowest performing students.
For the second year in a row, close to 100 percent
of the District’s seniors passed the California High
School Exit Exam and more than 2,000 students in
the 10th through 12th grades took Advanced Place-

California High School Exit Exam
(CAHSEE) Senior Pass Rates

Narrowing the Achievement Gap:
Gaining on the Goal of 800

**Includes Students with Disabilities (1st year: 2008)

ment courses and Advanced Placement tests in
preparation for college. Also, more students are earning the course credits they need to graduate on time.
This progress is the result of implementing
the District’s “Whatever It Takes” initiative,

which includes creating and sharing highly effective instructional strategies designed to ensure that all students successfully master
standards, and providing targeted support that
is required, not invited.

Three Whittier Union Schools make Newsweek Magazine’s Top 1,600 List

W

hittier, Pioneer and La Serna high
schools recently made Newsweek Magazine’s list of the Top 1,600 high schools
in the nation.
“It’s wonderful to see that Whittier, Pioneer and
La Serna made Newsweek’s Top 1,600,’’ said District
Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson. “The recognition demonstrates our schools are succeeding in
providing relevant and rigorous academic programs
for all of our students. This effort is taking place
Districtwide for all students at each of our schools.”
Newsweek annually selects high schools for the
list by taking the total number of Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate or Cambridge
tests given at a school in May of the previous year,
and dividing by the number of seniors graduating

AMERICA’S BEST HIGH SCHOOLS
that year. All public schools that achieve a ratio of
at least 1.000, meaning they had as many tests in
2009 as they had graduates, are put on the list. Last
year, Whittier, Pioneer and Santa Fe high schools
made the list.
According to Newsweek, less than 6 percent of
U.S. public high schools managed to reach that
standard this year.
The rationale of the researchers at Newsweek is
that the best high schools give as many students
as possible the opportunity to take college-level

classes and exams so that they are better prepared
for the intense academic challenges of college.
At Whittier Union high schools, Advanced
Placement courses are offered in math, science,
English, history, and languages.
“The teachers and counselors at our schools
not only encourage all students to take challenging Advanced Placement courses, but also provide
the necessary support students need to be successful in these college-level classes,’’ Thorstenson said. ‘’Increasing student participation in
Advanced Placement courses is one of the many
ways in which Whittier Union is continuing to
close the achievement gap and to ensure that our
students leave our high schools well-prepared to
tackle post-secondary education.’’

WUHSD Board Honors Student Advisory Committee

T

he Whittier Union High School District Student Advisory Committee recently received special recognition from the Board of Trustees
for their service to District students.
Comprised of one student representative from each of the six high
schools in the District, the Student Advisory Committee met with Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson once a month during the school year to discuss all aspects of the Whittier District and offer their comments.
“These students truly were a joy to work with,” said Thorstenson. “Their
feedback and insight were extremely valuable. I will miss all of them and
wish them well in the future.”
Members of the Student Advisory Board included Rebecca Wernicke, a
La Serna High School senior; Christian Felix, a junior from Pioneer High
School; Stephanie Romero, a senior from California High School; George
Montalvo, a Whittier High School senior; Jennifer Pedroza, a Santa Fe High
School senior; and Stefanny Gonzalez, a senior from Frontier High School.

Left to right: Christian Manuel Felix, Pioneer High School; Rebecca Wernicke,
La Serna High School; Jennifer Pedroza, Santa Fe High School; Stephanie
Romero, California High School; George Montalvo, Whittier High School.

Modernization Update

A

t Whittier High School, the beautiful new
cafeteria and multipurpose room is open
and more students are now enjoying meals
in the clean, modern, air-conditioned space. The
eating area offers contemporary tables and chairs
that fold up into one unit for easy storage. The
kitchen is completely new and features all modern equipment such as new ovens, sinks, walk-in
freezers and refrigerators and gleaming stainless
steel serving counters. When meals are not being
served, the space is used in many ways, such as
cheerleading practice sessions. The architecture
of the building is in keeping with the historical design of the campus and flows with the surrounding structures for a seamless look.
Work continues on converting the temporary
kitchen in Building EJG into two classrooms and
an office. On south campus, the T building will be
demolished and a much-needed green space will
be created. This is part of several phases of landscape and hardscape beautification on Whittier
High’s south campus.
When students return to Pioneer High School,
they will see a completely remodeled Quad with
the Titan logo in the center entrance made from
terrazzo. Sixty-thousand square feet of new brick
pavers flow from the entrance down to a new pep
stage and eating area. The entire campus has been
freshly painted and new walkway covers have
Graduation Celebrations continued from page 1

queline Gutierrez, and student speaker Rebecca
Wernicke addressed their fellow classmates.
“High school happened to us. We won, we lost,
we cried and had sorrows, but in the end, we succeeded,” said Wernicke in her speech. “These are
the things that change our lives and shape the
world around us no matter how big or small they
seem now.”
With more than 500 seniors, Whittier High
School celebrated the commencement of one of
its biggest graduating classes during a ceremony
held in the historic Vic Lopez Auditorium. Principal Lori Eshilian noted that the class revived an
old tradition by giving a gift to the school. The class
raised enough funds to have the school’s Cardinals
name and logo repainted on the auditorium.
The class of 2010 had two Valedictorians: Keola
Lorenzo and Meghan Jimenez who both gave
speeches. In his speech, Lorenzo took the time to
thank his teachers, counselors and administrators
for their dedicated efforts to prepare him and his
fellow classmates for future success.
“Here at Whittier High, we Cardinals have been
surrounded by people who most others would call
ordinary, but in our hearts they are truly extraordinary; people who have committed themselves

been installed throughout the school.
California High School’s cafeteria is being
modernized and is due to be completed in the fall.
The cafeteria will feature food court service, a
brand new kitchen, improved ADA access and
new tables and chairs.
The school’s large Quad is also being remodeled and is expected to be completed by the end of
the year. It will include amphitheater-style seating, brick pavers, a new stage and tall palm trees.
The campus entry point is now on Hawes Street
off of Mills Avenue where the student parking lot is
located. The administration offices will be moved
to a reconfigured building that formerly housed art
classes adjacent to the Hawes entrance by August

2011. Art classes will be held in a different building
that is being remodeled to accommodate them.
Plans are also in the works for the modernization
of three old science classroom buildings.
At Santa Fe High School, a contract has been
awarded for the modernization of the business
and science buildings. This project is expected to
be completed in early 2011. Once that project is
done, work will begin on remodeling the art
building. Also, designs are in the works for a new
science building, which is also scheduled to be
completed by fall 2011. In addition, designs are
nearing completion for the modernization and
beautification of the pool with new safety features and equipment relocated off the deck. The
pool will also be more energy efficient and use a
computer to mix and monitor the chemicals for
the pool.
Phase I of the remodeling of La Serna High
School’s Building M is complete and now houses
a weight room and aerobics classroom. Trailers are
being removed from the campus. Cafeteria theme
art and new menu boards have been added to go
with the Lancers symbols.
At the Sierra Education Center, a new walk-in
refrigerator has been added to the main kitchen.
Also, Building I is being converted into a technology
center for staff training and will feature new air
conditioning and large screens for presentations.

toward the advancement of our education, a gift
that can never be taken away from us, once we’ve
received it,” he told the packed audience.
The football stadium at Pioneer High School
was the scene of the school’s commencement as
348 graduates walked across the stage and received their diplomas. Valedictorian Katherine
Marquez and Salutatorian Raquel Grande both
spoke at the commencement ceremony.
“Whether you will attend an Ivy League or
enter the armed forces, whether you will go to
college or jump straight into the work force, we
all must have dreams. We all must have something
to aspire to become,” said Grande in her address.
Santa Fe High School celebrated the graduation
of 597 seniors in a ceremony held at Cerritos College in Norwalk. The school named Josue Diaz and
Lysette Gaytan both valedictorians and the salutatorian was Sarah Landauer. Nathan Ortiz and Isaac
Remijio were chosen to be the student speakers.
California High School saw 600 graduates
proudly receive their diplomas this year in a celebratory event that took place at the California
High School stadium just as the sun was setting.
Alesandra Mendoza, 18, was the class valedictorian and gave the student speech at the ceremony.
“Life is leading us each to a path of unique callings, and the first stop on that route is college, be

it a trade school, community college, or university,” Mendoza said in her speech. “From there, we
will become the professionals that will serve our
local and global community in diverse ways.”
Frontier High School celebrated the graduation of more than 130 students for the class of 2010
in a ceremony at First Family Church in Whittier.
Most students have plans to continue on to college while some are joining the military.
Frontier’s student speakers were Stefanny Gonzalez and Elizabeth Gutierrez.
In her speech, Gonzalez congratulated her
classmates and asked them to, “Never forget the
path that we have walked, because that is the path
that makes us who we are in the future.”
Sierra Vista and the Whittier Adult School
held a joint ceremony in the Vic Lopez Auditorium. Sierra Vista graduated 175 students and
Whittier Adult School had 43 students attain high
school diplomas. Melanie Scott and Esther Ying
were the two student speakers for Sierra Vista.
David Martinez represented the Whittier Adult
School student body with his speech.
“No matter where we came from and no matter
where we are going, we remember that we made it
here today,” Scott said in her speech. “And when
we leave this building we won’t forget our 12-year
journey here.”

Whittier High School is now enjoying its new cafeteria
and multipurpose room

Welcome to Whittier Union High School District
We have developed this newsletter to inform parents and community members about the programs and events occurring in our schools. In
each edition, we will provide district-wide information, including facilities updates. Our goal is to allow readers the opportunity to get an
inside look at what makes our students so successful as adults.

