Kohala Middle School
February 2018 Ohana Newsletter
“The Place To Be”
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
As a Middle School Principal and a member of the Kohala community, I am always sensitive to the issue of
bullying. Please remember that not all unkind actions are bullying. Many young people can be unkind to each
other during adolescence and the Middle School years as they develop social skills and grow into adults. While
these interactions are unpleasant, there is a clear line between conflict and bullying. Incidents of bullying are
ongoing, repeated, and involve a power imbalance, such as generally the bully has more physical or social power.
A successful anti-bullying program begins at home. Reminding our children to be kind and helpful to their peers at
all times means a lot when it comes from and is practiced by a parent. It is also important for parents to contact the
school if they feel their child is being bullied.
Each year at Kohala Middle, we remind all teachers and adults on campus to report any bullying behavior to
administration at once. In addition, we have established monthly meetings of teachers by grade level. The purpose
of these meetings is two-fold. First the teachers will be able to share academic concerns about our students but in
addition teachers will be discussing behavior issues. They will be sharing interactions that could be viewed as
students being unkind to each other. If these interactions are repeated in a number of classes during the day they
could be bullying issues and would be reported to administration.
While it would be easy to simply suspend a student for bullying, current research studies have shown that
“suspensions are not likely to change the inappropriate behavior of the students involved.” At Kohala Middle
School, we have a bullying awareness and action program. We visit classrooms and conduct sessions designed to
help students identify bullying behaviors and the appropriate actions to take if they feel they are being bullied. If a
bullying accusation is made, the situation is investigated and a first offense will result in intensive educational
counseling to help students build empathy and understand the harm bullying does to self, peers, family and
community. Further instances of bullying are dealt with continued counseling and increased parent and
community involvement, along with possible suspension.
I truly appreciate being able to step up for our kids and our community. Please feel free to contact me at any time
with any future concerns or recommendations you may have.

Alan Brown, Principal
Kohala Middle School
E kūlia i ka nu'u  
Strive for the highest



‘U‘uku ka hana, ‘u‘uku ka loa‘a

You reap what you sow. If you don’t give, don’t expect a large return.

Important Upcoming Events

Spirit Week

February 12-15

Monday- Memes Day
Tuesday- Heart Day
Wednesday- Beach Day
Thursday- Pink Day

Valentine’s Dance
School Community Council Meeting
NO SCHOOL!
8th grade field trip to Kona Courthouse
Family Fun Math Game Night
7th grade field trip to Hawaii Opera Theater
Pilina Kaula Cordage Workshop
6th and 8th grade to the Kahilu theater
Spring Break!
NO SCHOOL! Prince Kuhio Day
6th grade Kahilu Theatre Field Trip
NO SCHOOL! Good Friday

February 15
February 16
February 16, 19,& 23
February 26
February 27
March 5
March 8
March 9
March 19-25
March 26
March 27
March 30

I ola no ke kino i ka mā'ona o ka 'ōpū.

The body enjoys health when the stomach is well filled.

Only healthy snacks and water are allowed on campus. Please no sugar drinks and
chips, candy, etc.
Many kids do not eat lunch or brunch provided in the cafeteria. Please send
them with an alternative healthy lunch or brunch because they get hungry. If they
lose their lunch ticket (please ask to see it) they can get a replacement in the office for
$5.00

Kohala Middle School Quarter 2
Academic and Hawk Awards
Academic Awards
Principal’s List:

Honor Roll:

Kohala Middle School recognizes
the following students on the
Principal’s List who achieved a
4.0 grade point average for the
second quarter:

Kohala Middle School recognizes
the following students who
received Honor Roll by achieving
a 3.5-3.9 grade point average for
the second quarter:

Dhona Jayne Rico
Damien Padilla
Jake Maki
Lucy Hernandez
Leiana Carvalho
Joel Gonzales-Oliveros
Tristin Perez
Aidan Blanco
Maya Maki
Yvanka Lum

Brooklyn Geiger
Adam Heu Mathieu
Kyson James-Foree
Laakea Kauka
Teige Lorenzo-Akamu
Riley Preston
Skyla VanZandt
Oshen Cazimero
Chyler-Leighn Derla
David Jimenez
Imiloa Lesher
Johnna-Lee Lorenzo

Daniel Remsen
Ethan Tomas
Lyric Burns
Camille Fuertes
Cassandra Jones
Edward Stenson Jr.
Makenzie Afaga
Alyssa Ryder
Adela Van Housen
Kiona Nakamura
Jayline Salvador
Arianna Thornton
Hezekiah Wilson
Ashley Millet
Trycen-Anthony Alejandro
Kassidy Kapeliela
Landon Lewis
Princess Shalei Nicolas
Teygan Carlos-Caravalho

Hawk Awards
Pono Award:
Kohala Middle School recognizes
the following students with the
Pono Award for being role models
for their peers, choosing to do the
right thing, and for encouraging a
safe and respectful school
environment.
December 2017
Daysha Tayan-Germano
Arianna Thornton
Yvanka Lum
Tatiana Sugse
Anthony Kaai
Manutea Pagud
Riley Preston

Leiana Carvalho
January 2018
Ryzen Cazimero-Bautista
Mark Joshua Salvador
Iris Cedillos
Imiloa Lesher

Grit Award:
Kohala Middle School recognizes
the following exceptional students
with the Grit Award. These
students displayed resilience,
perseverance, dedication and
determination in the face of
challenges:
December 2017
Kuana Gutierrez

Kiona Nakamura
John Yanos
JR Asencion
Talia Sanchez
Weston Camara
Haley Hawkins
D’Angelo Duque
Lucy Hernandez
Kahelelani Kawai-Poliahu
Iris Cedillos
January 2018
Cassandra Jones
Alyssa Ryder
Camille Fuertes
Lei Vakauta
Skyler Caravalho
Kanoa Lesher

Logan Neves
Razel Cafe

Super Bowl LII
By Riley Preston
On Sunday, February 4th, the Patriots and the Eagles met in Minnesota for the 52nd Super Bowl. The
Super Bowl was located in the Mercedes-Benz Stadium and the game started at 1:30 PM where the Patriots
tried to win their sixth ring and the Eagles their first. This was the Eagles fourth Super Bowl appearance while
it was the Patriots tenth. The Patriots were definitely the favorites with Carson Wentz out with his ACL tear in
week 14 and Rob Gronkowski coming off of concussion protocol after he missed the Pro Bowl was huge for
the Patriots. The Patriots did lose Edelman since he tore his ACL in the preseason and he would’ve been a
game changer in the Super Bowl. Malcolm Butler would’ve also been very big in the Super Bowl but he
violated team curfew, was late to practice, etc., and was sat out by Belichick Many people, even though they
were the underdogs, bet that the Eagles would win the Super Bowl since they had a lot of hype building around
them. Though it was thought that the Patriots would’ve won they were outplayed in the end. Tom Brady had
an elite game where he had 505 yards and 3 touchdowns. Nick Foles had an incredible game too where he
had 373 yards, 3 touchdowns, and one interception. The final score was Eagles 41 and Patriots 33.

Focus on Our Abilities
Kohala Middle School includes Us All
Everyone Needs to Read
By: Mrs. Amber Corrales, MEd.
“Did you read and annotate your text for homework reading? ” friendly teacher said.
“Did you read at home for fun?”
“No,” struggling reader said.
“Yes,” College and Career Ready reader said.

Which one would you like your child to be? Which one is your child now? What can parents
do to help their children succeed?
Time reading AT HOME is the greatest predictor of student success. When students
read, they are exposed to more words and succeed in all aspects of school including math,
science and technical reading. Unfortunately, it is common for middle school students to stop
reading at home enough minutes per week to maintain their grade level reading ability.
Struggling readers, the ones who need the most practice at home, rarely read outside
of school. For these students, who often are two to four grade levels behind their grade level
peers, fall further and further behind. This can result in a decreased interest in learning in
general, an increase in schoolwork avoidance behaviors that may need intervention, and
ultimately, less opportunity as adults.
The solution to this problem is simple. Adding just 10 minutes per day to what the

students are already reading can have a drastic effect. The chart Differences in Print
Exposure shows what happens when a child adds just 10 minutes of reading per day. The first
column, percentile measure, means that the child scores better than, for example, 98% of
students their age on standardized testing in the US for the box that says 98. The second
column shows minutes of reading AT HOME. Please note, this is in addition to any reading
done at school. The third column shows the number of words they read per year based on the
minutes read AT HOME. The fourth column shows how many words they read per year just by
adding 10 little minutes of reading time per day.

Providing a reading environment for children AT HOME is hard. Many students report
they do not have books at home. Easily solved! Students can go to the public library and
check-out books (not play on the computer), read the online books through the public library,
using their login credentials, check-out books from the school library during lunch, or
check-out eBooks online anytime through our district wide data base by visiting
www.kohalams.org and clicking on eBook under the Academics tab. Students need only their
student ID to access thousands of books. Students can also sign out books from me or buy
their own books through book sellers such as Scholastic (I provide the book orders for
interested students and parents) and Amazon.com. Students have to have quiet and focused
time to read. Discussing what your kids are reading helps them build their language skills as
well and it gives a break from screen time for both parent and child.

Students in the Community
Makahiki
By Makai Pang
The Makahiki season is the ancient Hawaiian
New Year festival in honor of the god Lono of
the Hawaiian religion. Several Kohala Middle
School students and teachers were at Waimea
and we were all chanting to other schools so we
could tell about ourselves. After we told about
ourselves, we opened the annual Makahiki for
the 35th year.
The Makahiki festival has 16 games. The names of these games are Hakoko [Hawaiian wrestling],
Hakoko No’oho [wrestling while seated], Uma [hand wrestling], PaUma [standing hand-wrestling], Lou Lou
[pulling hooked fingers], Kola’i Wa Wae [foot pushing], Kula Kaua'i [chest pushing], Huki Huki [tug of war],
Ulumauka [rolling stone disk], I he Pahe’e [spear sliding], Moa Pahe’e [Dart sliding], O’o Ihe [spear throwing],
Kaka La’au [fencing with spear}, Le le Kawa [plunging feet fist], Le le Pahu [pluging feet first with a great
splash].
The people from Kohala that placed included Cassandra Jones, 6th grade. She got 3rd place in Uma.
Landon Kauka 6th grade got 2nd in Ulu Maika. Kanoa Lesher, 7th grade got 2nd in Ku Kini but 4th overall. Last
but not least, Chyler Derla 8th grade got 3rd in Hakamoa. Kohala Middle School students, faculty, and staff
want to thank the participants for representing our school in such a positive way.

KCAA Basketball
By Isaiah Castillo

KCAA basketball is an organization that can teach you life lessons. It can teach you
how to be a team and work together and the importance of teamwork. Also, it teaches you
how to work hard, set goals for in the future, no bullying, keep a positive attitude, good
sportsmanship, good manners, and it can teach you to drive your self- motivation. KCAA is
an all volunteer community based organization offering an after-school sports program for
the youth of Kohala in conjunction with the County of Hawaii Department of Parks and
Recreation. We have been in continuous operation since 1980. Each sport has a
coordinator who selects coaches, conducts the team and draft people from the list of
registered players and arranges the practice and playing schedules in conjunction with
P&R. More than 80 volunteer coaches participate each year. Members of the KCAA board of
directors get the word out to the community through school handouts, bulletin board and
flyers and ads in the Kohala Mountain News. They can supply the necessary equipment
and provide each player with a uniform shirt that the player keeps at the end of the
program.

School Community Partnerships
Watershed Project
By Maureen Appleton
A select group of seventh grade students from Kohala Middle School recently studied watersheds over
the last several months. Students learned facts about how watersheds collect fresh water, along with
understanding the many threats to watershed health and possible solutions under the direction of teacher
Maureen Appleton. Community
partner Ilene Grossman, from
The Kohala Center, guided
student learning through
classroom visits, activities, and
trips into the field. Students
explored the Kohala Forest
Preserve cloud forest, collected
data, and helped remove
invasive ginger which displaces
native plants in the forest.
Students also worked with
University of Hawaii Sea Grantʻs
Chantal Chung to build a gutter
outflow energy disperser behind
Waimea KTA. The energy
disperser was designed to help
slow the rapid flow of stormwater into the Waikoloa Stream and reduce erosion, and therefore silt, from
entering the ocean coastlines. Students shared their learning with friends and family through a presentation of
drawings, slideshows, and a hands-on model of a watershed. Kohala Middle School strives to present
educational standards through place-based and hands-on learning in order to create budding stewards of its
community.

Thoughts About The Watershed
By Dazlynn “Tita” Perez-Rivera
There's a beautiful quote and it says, “Ue ka lani, ola ka honua.” The author of this quote is Mary
Kawena Pukui and what she means is when heaven cries, the land lives. So when it rains the plants get water
and the people and animals get water to drink or use. Fresh water is important to have when needed, so
people should save water and take care of our watershed. In order to make sure Hawaii has fresh water,
people need to take care of our watershed by solving problems.
The health of the watershed is important to people because we need it to survive. Yet, there are
problems. One threat is oil from a car. The oil from the car goes in to our watershed then we drink it and it goes
into our body. So we have to stop car oil from getting into our watershed by building natural filters to limit the
amount of oil the goes into are streams.
Another threat is rubbish. When people throw rubbish on the side of the road it ends up in our
watershed. Therefore, people who throw rubbish on the side of the road should get a fine. It goes into the
streams and in our water. Some things we can do to stop rubbish from getting into our fresh water is to use a
storm drain , rain garden, or plant ahuawa grass, so rubbish can not get into our watershed.

To sum it up, there are many problems, but there are also many solutions. Maybe if people pay more
attention then we would have clean water to use and drink. If we had clean water we would have healthy fish
and animals.

Watershed Assessment
By Elijah Tabiolo
There is a beautiful quote that is “Hu’ea i kai na piha ‘a moe wai o uka” and it is printed in Olelo No’eau
(Mary Kawena Pukui, 1983). In the same way washed down to the sea are the stones from the streambeds of
a person who, like torrents, leaves no scandal untold. The water washes to the sea and along with the rocks. I
get fresh water when it rains and the rain goes into a reservoir. Then it it goes through a pipe and goes into a
water tank and then goes through a filter and goes into 3 smaller tanks and then it goes into the house. In
order to make sure Hawaii has fresh water for people to keep clean and for the next generation.
The health of the watershed is vital to our native plants. Yet, there are many threats to our watershed.
One threat is the non native plants are taking over native plants. For example the ginger is taking over the
native plants causing the native plants to die. Another threat is there are erosions, and no vegetation ,left on
the road. For example the wild animals walk back and forth on the material, and the heavy rain washes it
away.
There are many ways that we can help reduce the negative impact on our land that our watershed is
located on. By planting more native plants it will reduce the negative impact of non native plants damaging our
watershed. Some plants such as kalo,ohia,and ahuawa plants are perfect to restore our watershed. Installing
rain gardens at the end of waterspouts it will help slow the fast moving water and holds the soil in place. For
example the rain gardens on our school campus uses the water to grow native plants.
We have to try everyday to protect our watershed from getting damaged by water, wild animals, or
other things. The watershed is where we get all of our drinking water and water that we use to live. If people
could change their negative habits Kohala could have more water.

Stories by Students
Sniper

By Trever Figueroa
Once

upon a time lived a happy couple. Then one day they went to their pasture and
saw a nice looking stud. What was that stud doing? Mating with Mauka’s mom’s horse.
That pasture was a semi tropical climate. Then, in 11-12 months, Baby Sniper was born.
When he was a colt he was a bay, yet a year later he changed to a red roan, just like his
dad.
Now at five years old he is about six feet tall and about 2,000 pounds. Sniper lives
with 5-6 other horses. When Mauka catches him, he eats sweet feed and grain. Sniper
helps Mauka by putting him on the spot to rope the cows or slide on the ground
and stops, so Mauka can rope the two boots (cows back legs). Meanwhile he
holds the tension for Mauka.
Sniper's partner Brownie ropes the head of the cows and takes the steer left so
Mauka can come around the bend and rope the two boots. At the end of the run,
Mauka looks at his partner and says, “Yes sa’”. Mauka finishes up the day by
doing well in his other events. Then Mauka took Sniper home and then put Sniper
in his round pen. As a thank you Mauka gave Sniper a treat. The reason Mauka
put Sniper in the round pen and feed him in there is because the other horses
might eat Sniper’s food. In conclusion, that's why Mauka name Sniper his name
because he snipes other horses food.

Recognition
Peer Mediation Students Honored
By: Kyson James-Foree

On January 12,2018 eighth graders, as part of the peer mediation program were
invited to participate in an award ceremony at the Hilton Waikoloa. The Hilton Waikoloa
invited the mediators and a couple of their family members for a buffet breakfast in the
Kohala Ballroom at 9:00 A.M. Foods provided included bacon, fried rice, eggs, and
portuguese sausage. After enjoying their meals, peer mediators from Kohala and two other
schools were honored. Congratulations to McCartney Michaelis who was given additional
honors for her long serving dedication to the peer mediation program at KMS.
After the ceremony the students were given pool passes, with the option of using
them there or later. The pool passes were for the peer mediators and three additional
people. You could swim at either the Kohala Pool which is a smaller pool which typically
has less people or, the Kona Pool the bigger of the two with a large slide and more people.
In addition, to this event the peer mediation class will have a party at the end of the
year that includes peer mediators from every school with the program. Thank you to the
Hilton and its staff for its generosity and we look forward to having fun with you for many
years to come.
Kohala Middle School Recognized Statewide
as Bright Spot at Middle School Level
Recently Kohala Middle School was recognized as a Hawaii Department of Education “Bright Spot” at the
Middle School level for school year 2015-16.
The school made significant gains in the English Language Arts (ELA) section of the Smarter Balanced Testing
(SBA) and the data put KMS near the top of the state. Mrs. Amber Corrales presented our school
accomplishments at the ELA summit for all Hawaii schools at the University of Hawaii West Oahu on January
26th, 2018.
Specifically, student test scores increased to 51% as students moved from the 7th to 8th grade and the average
SBA score increase of 77 points was nearly triple the statewide average increase.
In addition, all of the students who were proficient in the 7th grade remained proficient in the 8th grade and
31% of students achieved proficiency for the first time in the 8th grade, which is nearly triple the statewide
11%.
Also, between 7th and 8th grade only 4% of students decreased proficiency levels and 45% of students increased
by one or more proficiency levels.
Kohala Middle School is grateful to be recognized for the hard work of its students, teachers, parents and
community.

Congratulations for Achieve3000
Accomplishments

Members of our Kohala Middle School ohana attended a luncheon at Hilton Waikoloa on
January 31, 2018. Teachers and administrators were treated to presentations by nationally
recognized educators, Dr. Douglas Fisher, Professor of Educational Leadership at San Diego
State University and Dr. Ron McNulty, Dean of the School of Education at Southern New
Hampshire University.  Following the presentations, Alyssa Ryder, Mrs. Corrales, and Principal
Brown, were honored in a recognition ceremony to celebrate Student, Teacher, and
Administrator Achievement of Excellence for their work using Achieve 3000 to increase
student achievement. Alyssa, was joined by parent Lorna Lim and sister Brianne Lim-Ryder.
Ms. Fontes, our wonderful Teen Biz elective teacher joined the teaching team. Student
success truly is a Kakou Thing!

‘O ka makua ke ko‘o o ka hale.

The parent/ guardian is the support that holds the household together.
Having up-to-date contact information makes communication between school and home easy.
Please return bottom portion with updated email and contact information to Mrs. Wendy Nickl
**********************************************************************************************

Student’s Name__________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Name ___________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s E-mail___________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Cell Phone Number __________________________
Text Reminders Okay (please circle one)?
Yes
No

Announcements
To: Parents of Mrs. Corrales’ ELA 6th Grade & SY 2017-2018 Writing
Workshop Students
Please can you look at home for Mrs. Corrales’ books.? About half of the books have been
signed out and not returned. She would appreciate it greatly and does not want to bill
parents for the books their children have signed out. Mahalo.

Scholastic Book Orders
Please have your child read often and talk to them about what they are reading. If you need
books at home: Mrs. Corrales Provides Scholastic Book Club Order Forms

Just a reminder. If you want to build your home library. Order forms can be picked up from Mrs.
Corrales even if your child is in a different Language Arts class. Just have your student stop by room B-10.
If you order from the flyer, you can send it to school with checks made out to Scholastic Book Club, send
cash, or orders can be placed online and paid for with a credit card. This will help us earn free books for our
classroom library. It really helps.

Ordering online is easy! You just go to http://scholastic.com/readingclub
And enter the classroom code P6VH3

E KOMO MAI! PILINA KAULA
Cordage Making Workshop

When: Thursday, March 8
Time: 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 pm.
Where: Kohala Middle School Cafeteria
Instructor: Kawehi Kahanaoi

Learn how to make natural fiber cordage (rope). An art that is being lost and needs to
be shared. Very therapeutic & amazing!

**Sign-up with Jenny Stevens (20 per class)

e-mail: jenny_stevens@notes.k12.hi.us or call 889-7119

**********************************************************
Sponsored by: Kohala Middle School, Makali’i Ohana; Hanauna Ola and KHN Healthy Living
Mentorship

Turn Your Box Tops In!
Box tops collected this semester will be counted the last week of
February and mailed on Wednesday, February 28th. This is an
ongoing house competition. Box Tops can be turned in directly to
Celene Cook in the Library, or placed in her box in the office. Last
semester Kohala Middle School raised over $50 in Box Tops!
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