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Back To School!
Another year is back in full swing at Great Falls.
It’s hard to believe that September has already come
and gone. At the start of the year, the new
kindergarteners came and practiced getting on the
school bus for their first time. They and their families
spent time at an Open House throughout the morning,
getting acquainted with their new school, and their new
teachers. Many staff members were present to proudly
welcome the newest Great Falls students.
Many teachers, students, and families came out
to celebrate the return of the school year, and enjoy a
gorgeous evening in the gardens behind Great Falls
School. The annual back to school picnic seemed to
have more guests than ever. Families enjoyed their
dinners, mingled with others, played Frisbee and even
picked vegetables from the gardens. It was a wonderful
way to usher in a new school year.

News from the Principal’s Office

Dear Great Falls Families,
October brings us the special gifts of crisp autumn air, harvests, and the hard-to-beat beauty of turning
leaves. In the world of school, it also gives us our first formal chance to deepen our relationships with
families through Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences.
We’ve done the research. We’ve drawn from our first-hand experiences. Here’s what we know for sure:
Ø Children learn best when the significant adults in their lives work together to encourage and
support them. A child's best interest is always served when she has lots of people rooting for her.
Ø When a child senses the value of education on both the home and school fronts – when the same
messages and expectations are upheld - there is greater chance for his successful commitment to
learning.
Ø Role modeling – at school and at home- is critical. Children constantly observe how the
significant adults in their lives treat one another, how decisions are made and carried out, and
how problems are solved. They carry this into the way they tackle their own challenges.
Ø When parents and teachers work well together, everyone wins. Parents and teachers can provide
each other with unique insight and different perspectives about the same child, affording a more
complete understanding of her abilities, strengths, and challenges.
Ø When children are consistently included in the processes of their own education, ownership and
responsibility result.
For all of the reasons above, and more, we are looking forward to every Great Falls family to be
involved in Parent-Student-Teacher conferences.
Please keep updated on our school happenings by referring to the events calendars that are distributed
monthly. Information about school events can also be found in our newsletter, Great Falls Chatter, and
“News From the Office,” both found on our website.
As always, we thank you for your support of Great Falls School and look forward to our continued
partnership.

Sincerely,
Jane Esty and Becky Fortier

Update from the Nurse’s Office
Vision and Hearing Screening
On October 16 & 17, there will be vision and
hearing screening for grades K, 1, 3, and 5. It is
very important that students bring their glasses
to school during that week.

Parent Information Night on Human Growth
and Development Classes
If you have a child in 4th or 5th grade at any of
the Gorham Schools, you are invited to an
informational meeting about the Human Growth
and Development classes. The meeting will be
at 5 PM at Narragansett school on October 20th.

Did you know that the Box Tops
found on many products can be
used to support Great Falls? You
can drop them off in the lobby, or
send them to school with your
child. Each Box Top is worth 10
cents for Great Falls, and they can
really add up. It is most helpful if
you make sure the date has not
expired and please clip them on
the dotted lines. Thank you for all
your support!

Changes at Great Falls

In addition to the arrival of all day
Kindergarten at Great Falls, this
year has also seen the start of
multi-age lunch and recesses. This
change has been a huge success so
far this year, and it has brought
the grade levels together. Older
students not only serve as role
models, but they have taken to
teaching some of the younger
students how to play some of the
games and activities they love.
Everyone involved has worked to
make a smooth transition to the new
system. Many 4th and 5th graders
have begun their training as Student
Ambassadors. This program gives
them an opportunity to play an
important role in their school
community, and they also learn how
to be great helpers for the younger
students. The changes this year have
helped to continue to grow the sense
of community in this K-5 school.

Stem Night At Great Falls
Great Falls recently held a STEM
Family Fun Night. The event
celebrated Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics. It was
an opportunity for students to see
the careers that are tied to the
STEM field, but most of all, it was
a chance for them to explore and
experiment. There were stations set
up around the school for students
and their families to visit and enjoy.
In addition to the many Great Falls
staff members running stations there
were also some amazing guests.
EcoMaine, the Gorham Robotics Club,
Girl Scouts, and members of the Key
Club all attended.
The event was well attended by
curious students and their families.
Be sure to keep an eye out in the
future for more Family Fun Nights at
Great Falls.

