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GENERAL INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this guide is to assist students and parents in selecting appropriate classes, planning a rewarding
high school experience and preparing for a successful future. This guide describes the programs at both Amador
Valley and Foothill high schools. The Program Guide for Village High School follows the program guide for the
comprehensive high schools. The introductory pages outline district graduation requirements, college entrance
requirements and other district programs. Course offerings are described departmentally with notations as to which
high school offers each program. Information regarding specialized programs offered at each high school is also
included. Students and parents should read the contents of this guide carefully to discover courses and programs
that will interest and challenge the student’s intellect, while balancing a student’s course load to ensure
social/emotional well-being. This guide will assist you in selecting an appropriate program to develop each
student’s individual potential. We also encourage you to contact our counselors who are available to help students
with academic and career planning, as well as personal concerns.
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Please choose courses carefully. Transcripts, prerequisites and the student’s four-year plan should be reviewed prior
to final selection. Because the master schedule at each school is built based on student course requests and classes
are planned at maximum capacity, schedule changes are often not possible to accommodate. In addition, some
courses may not be offered each year due to low requests at either school.

PLEASANTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Subject Area
English
Mathematics

Credits Required
40
20

Science

20

Social Science

35

Physical Education

20

Visual and Performing Arts/World
Language
Health Education
Electives
Total Credits Required For
Graduation

10
5
80
230

Details
4 years of English
Must complete at least Algebra I or the
equivalent
plus one other course
Life Science – 10 credits
Physical Science – 10 credits
Global Studies – 5 credits
World History – 10 credits
US History – 10 credits
Civics – 5 credits
Economics – 5 credits
Grade 9 and usually 10 (see PE
information below)
One year in either subject area
Grade 9

Five credits are earned for each course in each semester for students earning a grade of D- or higher.
In addition to satisfying the course and credit requirements above, the following are required to receive a high
school diploma:
●
●
●
●

Successful completion of a full year of Algebra I or the equivalent
20 hours of community service during the senior year, or in the summer before the senior year with prior
approval
Passage of the district speech proficiency test, given in English classes
Technology proficiency, embedded throughout the high school experience, is demonstrated by meeting the
12th grade PUSD technology performance standards in the following areas: creativity and innovation,
communication and collaboration, research and information fluency, critical thinking, problem solving and
decision making, digital citizenship, and technology operations and concepts.

Alternatives and Options for Receiving High School Credit – All students are required, per Board Policy,
to be enrolled in the equivalent of six classes or thirty credits during each semester of their four years of high
school. There are classes/programs available to high school students that can be taken as alternatives to taking
classes during the regular school day. A short description of each of these alternatives is written below. Students
should refer to the Counseling page of their school website for additional information. Some of the options listed
below require additional costs, which are the responsibility of the student.
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Before enrolling in any of the options listed below, students must consult with their counselors in order to
follow the proper procedures for pre-approval of alternative courses. Failure to obtain pre-approval may
result in classes not being accepted for credit.
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

7-Period Day - Seven period day options are very limited. Counselors will provide more information
during the scheduling period.
Community College – Students may be able to take courses from community colleges on a concurrent
enrollment basis. The courses are taken during hours outside the regular school day. Availability for
classes may be limited for high school students. Please check with your counselor before signing up.
College courses are not weighted on PUSD transcripts.
Online Classes – There are some classes that are offered online that can be taken for high school credit.
Check your school website for permission forms and instructions on this process. Counselor permission is
required prior to enrollment.
Regional Occupational Program (ROP) – Students may be able to enroll in classes sponsored by the TriValley Regional Occupational Program during the course selection period. Students may apply for college
credit through many ROP classes.
Volunteer Community Awareness – Students completing 60 hours of non-paid community service can
apply for 5 elective credits. See your counselor for more information.
Virtual Academy – seniors deficient in credits may be eligible to take online courses through our virtual
academy, up to 10 credits.
High School-Level Courses Taken in Middle School – Students who have taken high school-level math
and world language courses in middle school may request that this credit be posted on their high school
transcript. See your counselor for details.
Contract Independent Learning – A student who is interested in pursuing a special or unique interest, a
student who has had difficulty with the regular curriculum, a student with scheduling problems, a gifted
student who would like to investigate a topic in-depth, or a student with medical problems may develop an
Independent Learning Contract. In order to develop an Independent Learning Contract a student must:
o Develop a course outline
o Identify a certificated staff member who agrees to supervise the project
o Submit the plan and receive approval from the principal and Director of Curriculum
Other Options – There may be other options available to make up deficient credits. See your high school
counselor for information.
o Homeless and foster youth may be eligible for alternate graduation standards and/or an additional
year of high school. Please contact your counselor for more information.

When selecting options above, please note that courses taken through institutions other than PUSD or ROP
will only be added to PUSD transcripts if needed to meet graduation requirements or minimum eligibility
requirements for a 4-year college. While PUSD may approve the non-district alternative course options listed
above to meet graduation requirements, the UC/CSU system, private colleges and universities, out-of-state
institutions, and/or the NCAA may not accept the same course to meet their eligibility requirements. Be sure to
check with an admissions officer or the website of each campus to which you intend to apply.

PE and FITNESSGRAM requirements – State law requires students take two years of physical education
(PE) classes in order to graduate from high school. District policy states that all freshmen must enroll in a PE
course. All freshmen are also required to take the California Physical Fitness Test, or FITNESSGRAM, in order to
fulfill high school physical education requirements. The assessment is given at least once a year in the spring. A
variety of PE courses are offered as part of the regular school day at each of our comprehensive high schools.

Sophomore, Junior and Senior Alternatives and Options for the PE requirement – Students have
alternatives and options available after the freshman year in order to meet or reduce the PE requirement. A
maximum of ten units of PE may be waived. Students can receive additional information about each of the
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alternatives and options from their high school counselors. Some of the options listed below are an additional cost,
which is the responsibility of the student.
All of the options listed below require pre-approval. Please consult your high school counselor in order to
determine the procedures that must be followed for pre-approval. Failure to follow the correct procedures
will result in the denial of credit for the activity.
●
●

●

●
●

Online Courses –Correspondence and online classes are available to meet the PE requirement. Check with
your counselor to find out what PE courses have been approved and complete an enrollment form prior to
enrolling with the online/correspondence institution.
Participation in Interscholastic Athletics – Two seasons of any school-sponsored sport waives 5 credits
of physical education. Sport seasons can be applied from any year. 10 credits (one year) are the maximum
that may be waived through this process. To apply for this waiver, see your counselor for the appropriate
form.
Out-of-School Physical Activity – Students who participate in an approved out-of-school physical activity
sponsored by a non-school group, which meets criteria and objectives listed for the physical education
program, may be exempted from up to ten units of physical education. Contact the Vice Principal
overseeing PE to be considered for this option. Factors to be considered include:
o Must match eight areas of the State Framework for PE
o Must equal at least 400 minutes of activity every ten days
o Must be pre-approved by the PE site committee
Marching Band/Color Guard – PE credit/waiver may be given for marching band/color guard. No more
than 10 credits of the required 20 credits of PE can be earned with this option (cannot waive freshman PE).
Medical Waiver/Postponement - If a student has a long-term disability or illness, he/she can postpone
taking PE or participate in a PE program with accommodations. If the condition is temporary, PE may be
postponed until another year. If a student has a long-term condition, their doctor may write a note to
permanently excuse them from PE for all 4 years. If the doctor’s note does not excuse for all 4 years, the
student will need to reapply for a waiver each year if the condition persists. A written statement must be
provided from a physician which includes restrictions associated with and the duration of the disability or
illness. In consultation with parents/guardians, school staff will then determine the appropriate PE program
and timeline.

SCHEDULING INFORMATION AND POLICIES
Students are given information and time from late January to early February to consult with teachers and parents
and make decisions about courses they wish to take the next year. The master schedule is then built around student
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requests. Courses and teachers are allotted accordingly. Every effort will be made to ensure that students are
enrolled in the classes they request. However, it must be understood that the issues listed below may affect the
development of a master schedule. As these concerns are addressed, staff alterations and/or reductions may
necessitate schedule changes for individual students. These changes will be kept to a minimum, but students and
parents must recognize that the possibility for some course changes will exist.
● High School, PUSD and California budgets may not be finalized until the summer months.
● Staffing needs, credentialing, retirements, or other factors may not be resolved until a later date.
● Student requests (or lack of requests) for courses may result in changes in course offerings.
Schedule change guidelines are posted on forms that will be available in the counseling office during the schedule
change period. After the schedule change period, students will be required to remain in classes for the remainder of
the semester, unless extraordinary circumstances necessitate a change of schedule after all other options have been
exhausted. Teachers, counselors and school administrators will be consulted and involved in any schedule changes
after the schedule change period.

6-Period Day Policy – PUSD policy states that all students must enroll in a total of six classes each semester. All
six courses are typically taken on campus. However, it is possible for some students, with administrative approval,
to enroll in community college courses, online courses or ROP co-op periods to complete the six period
requirement. Students must maintain a minimum of four classes on campus and no more than two periods may be
through the ROP program.

Repeating Courses – Students must repeat courses required for graduation in which they receive a grade of “F”,
and may need to repeat a course already passed for the purpose of meeting a college eligibility requirement, or to
meet the “C-” prerequisite for advancing to the next level of the class. Upon completion of the repeated course,
both the initial grade and the repeated grade will appear on the transcript. If a grade of “D” is earned in the initial
course taken, the credit earned will be removed, as credit is granted only once for completion of a course. Courses
may be repeated in summer school or during the school year only to remediate a grade of D or F. In deciding to
repeat a course during the regular school day, the loss of credit must be considered so as not to be credit deficient
for graduation. The UC/CSU System only allows for repeating a course if the initial grade was “D” or “F”. If
the initial earned grade is a “C-” or higher, the repeated grade will not be included on the transcript or used
in calculating the GPA for UC/CSU eligibility or by PUSD.

The minimum number of credits that should be earned at the end of each semester through high school is as
follows:

Semester 1
Semester 2

Grade 9
25
50

Grade 10
80
110

Grade 11
140
170
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Grade 12
200
230

Courses Taken at Community Colleges, Colleges or Universities or Other Educational Programs –
PUSD students may enhance their educational experience through enrollment in courses at other institutions. Upon
completion of such a course, it is the responsibility of the student to arrange for a transcript of completed work to
be sent to the high school registrar for addition to your high school transcript only if the course is to be included
on the high school transcript to meet graduation, minimum UC/CSU or other four-year college entrance
requirements. These courses must be pre- approved by your counselor and an administrator. College grades
are not weighted on PUSD transcripts. Please note that students may be required to enroll in grade level courses
needed for graduation at the high school until the high school receives a transcript documenting proof of passing an
approved alternate course from the other institution.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
The expectation of PUSD is that students attend the entire school day every day of instruction with limited
exceptions (e.g., illness, funeral). It is impossible to replicate the classroom experience for students who are absent,
so please avoid elective absences, considering your student’s educational welfare in elective absence decisions.
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Many elective absences are considered “unexcused” by the State of California, even when excused by parents, such
as extended weekends and family trips. Students with 10 or more unexcused absences per semester in any
individual class may be subject to loss of credit for the course and transfer to an alternative program in the district.
Additionally, PUSD loses revenue for any absence, including excused absences. For the past few years, we have
asked parents to consider making voluntary contributions to reimburse the district for revenue lost. Please contact
the main office of your student’s school if you would like to make a donation to compensate for your student’s
absence.
Please note, students must attend at least four periods to be eligible for participation in any school-sponsored
activity for that day.

REPORT CARD AND PROGRESS REPORTS
Parents should expect a report card at the end of the first and third quarters, which are nine weeks into each
semester. Quarter grades reflect the progress to date in a particular course. Semester grades are the final grades
(December and June) achieved in the student’s courses and are the grades that will be entered on each student’s
transcript. Semester report cards are issued approximately two weeks after the end of the fall and spring semesters
and will be mailed home. Please refer to online grades and check your address for accuracy in Q if you do not
receive a grade report.
Mid-quarter D-F progress reports are normally mailed five weeks into each quarter. Mark your calendar every
five weeks of school. Students and parents may monitor grades on Q. Additionally, grade check forms are
available in the counseling office for students who are unable to check their grades on Q.

SUMMER SCHOOL
Through the Pleasanton Unified School District, students will have an opportunity to take up to two one-semester
classes in summer school only for the purposes of replacing or raising a D or F grade necessary for graduation or
college entrance. A limited curriculum is available, mostly in academic areas. It is strongly recommended that any
student who fails a class or loses credit during the school year attend summer school to make up the deficiency.
Summer School applications are available in the spring, through our websites and counseling offices. Counselors
mail home summer school recommendations to students at-risk academically; however, if a student has not
received a recommendation, is currently failing classes, or believes he/she is in need of summer school, it is the
student and parent’s responsibility to sign up for summer school. Students who have taken resource classes or
ELD/Sheltered courses may request to take college preparatory courses in order to become UC/CSU eligible.

COLLEGE INFORMATION
9

COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Community colleges are two-year institutions that prepare students for transfer to a four-year college or university
or for various careers. Examples of community colleges are Las Positas (Livermore), Ohlone (Fremont), and
Diablo Valley College (Concord/San Ramon).
To enroll in a community college, students must be 18 years of age or high school graduates. Students do not need
to take specific courses or tests to enroll in community college. However, prior to registering, students are required
to take placement tests to determine the course level of math and English at which they will begin.
Many students attend community college with a plan to transfer to a four-year college. Students typically spend 2
years at a community college and then 2 years at the college to which they transfer. Students usually transfer as
juniors and work with their community college counselor to ensure they are taking the correct transfer courses.
Those who do not plan to transfer may pursue an AA degree or certificate in many vocational fields with the goal of
entering the workforce after community college.
Las Positas offers an Early Admissions Program for entering freshmen. Registration is typically early in second
semester, and allows students to select courses early and to receive special orientation and counseling assistance.
(www.cccapply.org)

COLLEGE ADMISSION TESTING
The tests below are nationally standardized assessments, which, along with courses taken and GPA, are used to
determine a student’s eligibility for admission and/or scholarship to most four-year colleges and universities.
PSAT: Preliminary SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is designed for juniors as a means to
prepare for the SAT, enter scholarship competition and receive information from colleges. Freshmen and
Sophomores may also want to take the PSAT if they are interested in being introduced to the college admission
testing process, and we encourage them to do so. This test is given once a year in October at both high schools.
Registration for these tests is done through each school. Information is available at walk through registration.
Most four-year colleges and universities require scores from either of the following two tests:
● SAT: www.collegeboard.org
OR
● ACT: www.actstudent.org
For SAT and ACT, both have optional writing portions. SAT also offers Subject Tests, which are recommended by
some colleges (and some majors at UC). Consult individual colleges for requirements and test deadlines (some are
as early as October of senior year).

“A-G” REQUIREMENTS FOR CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES
Both the University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) college systems require first-time
freshman applicants to complete, with a grade of C- or better in each course, a 15-course comprehensive “a – g”
pattern of college preparatory work. For the purposes of UC/CSU admission, one course equals one academic year
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or two semesters of study. The UC system requires students to have 11 of these courses completed prior to the
beginning of their senior year.
While “a – g” courses are required for minimum admission eligibility to the UC/CSU system, all PUSD students
are strongly encouraged to complete the “a – g” course requirements. To determine which courses meet “a-g”
requirements for your high school, visit www.ucop.edu/agguide.

Required

Subject

UC/CSU

“a-g” Courses
a

History and Social Science (including 1 year of U.S. history or 1
semester of U.S. history and 1 semester of civics or American
government AND 1 year of world history, cultures, and geography)

2 courses

b

English (4 years of college preparatory English composition and
literature)

4 courses

c

Math (including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II/Math IV) (Math I-IV
is acceptable to meet the 3 course requirement)

3 courses

d

Laboratory Science (including 1 biological science and 1 physical
science)

2 courses

e

Language Other than English (2 levels of the same language;
American Sign Language is accepted at UC/CSU; check private
universities for policies)

2 courses

f

Visual and Performing Arts (one consecutive year of dance, drama or
theater, music, or visual art)

1 course

g

College Preparatory Elective (additional year chosen from the "a-g"
list)

1 course

Total

15 courses

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
The California State University (CSU) is a system of 23 campuses: Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico,
Dominguez Hills, Fresno, Fullerton, East Bay, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Monterey Bay, Northridge,
Pomona, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San José, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos,
Sonoma, Stanislaus and Maritime Academy.
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In addition to meeting high school graduation requirements, most applicants who are admitted meet the standards in
each of the following areas:
●

Successfully completing the “a – g” course requirements. To determine which courses meet “a-g”
requirements for your high school, visit www.ucop.edu/agguide.

●

Earn a grade point average of at least 2.0 in the “a – g” courses, with no grades lower than a C-. The CSU
system awards extra grade points for grades received in AP and some honors courses (visit
www.ucop.edu/agguide for details) to a maximum of eight semesters, including no more than two courses
taken in the 10th grade.

●

The CSU uses an eligibility index which uses SAT/ACT (without essay) and GPA to determine eligibility
for admission consideration; check www.csumentor.edu for more information. Most CSU campuses use
10-11th grade grades in “a-g” courses only. Some CSU campuses give priority admission to students living
in their local area.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
The University of California (UC) is composed of nine undergraduate campuses: Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los
Angeles, Merced, Riverside, San Diego, Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz.
In addition to meeting high school graduation requirements, to be eligible for admission to a UC campus as a
freshman, students must
●

Complete the “a-g” requirements. To determine which courses meet “a-g” requirements for your high
school, visit www.ucop.edu/agguide.

●

Earn a grade point average of at least 3.0 in the “a – g” courses taken in 10-11th grades, with no grades
lower than a C-. The UC system awards extra grade points for grades received in AP and some honors
courses (visit www.ucop.edu/agguide for details) to a maximum of eight semesters, including no more than
two courses taken in the 10th grade.

●

Meet the examination requirement by taking the ACT plus writing or SAT plus writing by December of
your senior year. Certain programs on some campuses require SAT subject tests (check each school’s
website).

The University of California system also uses a “Comprehensive Review” system to select candidates for
enrollment. Factors included in the comprehensive review can be viewed at www.universityofcalifornia.edu.
Students and parents should also review the website for the particular campuses of interest for more information
and to continue to monitor these websites frequently during your high school career.

PRIVATE AND OUT-OF-STATE PUBLIC COLLEGES
There are thousands of private and out-of-state colleges throughout the world. Private and out-of-state colleges
vary greatly in size, admissions criteria, location, specialty, and financial aid offerings. We encourage students to
visit the counseling office, Career Center, and to use Naviance to explore colleges and sign up for college visits.
Families should visit college campuses and view websites, such as www.collegeboard.com
and www.californiacolleges.edu. Private and out-of-state colleges provide more diverse college options (vary in
religious affiliation, specialty schools, research institutions, etc.). In private and out-of-state colleges, admission
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may not be limited strictly to grades, test scores, and specific course requirements. Such colleges often consider
extracurricular activities, special talents, and letters of recommendation in admissions decisions. Private colleges
are all unique and we encourage families to explore campuses individually.
Many colleges use online applications, including www.commonapp.org and their own website applications.

FINANCIAL AID
Financial aid for college expenses is awarded based on merit (academic achievement), financial need, or some
combination of both. Some schools will offer merit scholarships to attract students who are high achieving relative
to the school’s applicant pool. Many student applicants apply for financial aid. Colleges themselves are the greatest
sources of financial aid because they distribute money made available through the U.S. government and through
their own funds. Aid from colleges is usually awarded as a package consisting of:
●

Grants: Gifts which do not need to be repaid

●

Student/Parent Loans: Must be repaid by the student/parent

●

Work-Study: An opportunity to work for pay on campus

The FAFSA, Free Application for Federal Student Aid, is required by all colleges in order to apply for financial aid.
Interested students should go to www.fafsa.ed.gov. The FAFSA may be filed beginning October 1st of the student’s
senior year (deadlines vary; many colleges require this form by March 2). There is no fee to file the FAFSA.
Colleges may also require the CSS College Profile, offered through the College Scholarship Service, the financial
aid division of the College Board. More information is available at www.collegeboard.org. There is a fee associated
with this filing. Individual institutions may also require their own financial aid form. Be sure to check with the
colleges to which you are applying to be sure you complete all the necessary forms. Please note that financial aid
deadlines differ from one college to another.
The California Student Aid Commission administers the Cal Grant Program to provide scholarships to California
residents for California colleges and universities based on their need and academic performance. More information
is available at www.csac.ca.gov and all senior GPA’s are automatically uploaded to the California Student Aid
commission each year.
Local and national organizations also offer thousands of dollars to graduating seniors every year. Please be sure to
check for available scholarships on Naviance.

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (NCAA)
The NCAA is a non-profit organization including more than 1200 colleges, universities, conferences and other
organizations. All students who wish to compete in college level athletics must register with the NCAA in order to
be considered an eligible athlete. High school courses required by the NCAA may vary from general college
requirements. It is important that any student who may wish to compete at the college level refer to the NCAA
Clearinghouse website at http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp. The website will give you
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important information regarding courses, test scores, GPA and more. Students should register with the NCAA as
soon as possible, no later than spring of the junior year, in order to have the information necessary for eligibility.

PROGRAMS
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HONORS COURSES
Both high schools offer various honors courses in multiple subject areas. These courses offer increased depth and
breadth in the given subject. Specific information on each course is in the Course Descriptions. Curriculum for
these courses is developed by PUSD. Some of these courses may carry a weighted grade by colleges and
universities, including the UC/CSU systems. Visit www.ucop.edu/agguide for more information on which courses
UC/CSU weight.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are college level classes taught on a high school campus. The College Board
develops the curriculum. They are very challenging, require an additional time commitment, and demand
significantly more work than regular high school classes. AP courses are available to all students, and we encourage
you to consider taking one or more AP classes during your high school career in order to better prepare you for
college level rigor. However, AP classes and exams are not a requirement for college eligibility. We also
encourage students and families to consider the commitment necessary to be successful in these courses prior to
registration. Most AP course descriptions contain recommendations of courses to complete prior to enrollment; we
strongly encourage students to complete these recommendations because AP courses often build upon knowledge
learned in these courses. Stress in AP classes is often attributed to a lack of preparation for the material or the
student selecting more AP classes than is appropriate for him or her. Because of space availability, it may not be
possible for a student to drop an AP class after it has been requested. AP courses will carry a weighted grade on
students’ transcripts of A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points. Students are encouraged to sit for the standardized AP
exam given worldwide in May of each year for each course taken. Receiving college credit for a passing grade on
the AP exam will depend on the college attended and/or the major that has been selected. AP courses and exams
are not required for college entrance, and we encourage students to only enroll in AP courses in which they possess
a genuine interest.

ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION (AVID)
AVID is an academic elective program designed for students in the academic “middle” with the desire to go to
college and the willingness to work hard. Typically, they will be the first in their families to attend college, and
come from groups traditionally underrepresented in higher education. Both comprehensive high schools in PUSD
are AVID-certified sites. Students in the AVID program are expected to enroll in the AVID elective course in each
of their four years of high school, to take at least two higher-level courses such as AP or college courses, and apply
to a four-year college during their high school career. Applications for admission to the program are available
during the course selection process.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD)
Pleasanton Unified School District is committed to providing an English Learner Program, which assures all
children equal educational opportunities. It is essential that English Learners access:
1. Explicit, well-articulated, standards-based, differentiated English Language Development (ELD)
instruction. Instruction is provided in English, and in the primary language when applicable and
appropriate. Instruction includes Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) as a
delivery model.
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2. Structured activities designed to develop multicultural proficiency and positive self-esteem. In addition to
adopted curricula, such activities can be found in character education, conflict resolution, and anti-bullying
programs.
Administrative support is essential for a quality program that facilitates the successful academic and linguistic
development of English Learners. Quality programs require support and collaboration among teachers. Articulation
between grade levels is critical for assuring a strong academic program as well as the successful acquisition of
English.
To learn more about the instructional program and overall ELD program in general, review our EL Master Plan
2016-17

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Special education classes are available for eligible students enrolled in the Resource Specialist (RSP) and Special
Day Class (SDC) Programs. See a vice principal for eligibility information. All special education students in both
RSP and SDC programs have Individual Education Programs (IEP’s), which are reviewed at least annually.

16

17

PROFESSIONAL CAREER ACADEMIES

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
Business

Career Path Options
Financial Management
Pathway Careers
● Accountant
● Economist
● Financial Planner
Entrepreneurship Pathway
Careers
● CEO
● Buyer
● Franchise Owner
● Entrepreneur
Marketing, Sales & Service
Pathway Careers
● Public Relations
● Marketing/Sales
Manager
● Real Estate
Broker/Agent
● Sports Marketing
● Personal Recruiter/
● Trainer
● Travel Broker/Agent

Related Courses
Choose 3 of any below plus 2(*)
courses (5 total)
● Integrated Marketing and
Comm. (ROP)*
● Journalism
● Sports & Entertainment
Marketing (ROP)
● Economics of Business
Ownership (ROP)*
● Digital Art
● World Language (1 year)
● AP Psychology
● Advanced Composition
● AP Computer Science A
● AP Macroeconomics
● AP Statistics
● Expository Reading and
Writing
● Debate
● Publications/Yearbook
● Catering
● Animation & Motion Graphics
(ROP)
● Art
● Leadership
● Literature and the Dynamics of
Social Justice
● Video Production
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Clubs
Association of
Marketing
Students (DECA)

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
Health and
Bioscience

Career Path Options
Therapeutic Services Pathway
Careers
● Bio Engineer
● Dietician
● EMT
● Nurse
● Physical Therapist
● Surgical Technician
● Veterinarian
● Physician

Related Courses
Choose 4 of any below plus 1(*)
course (5 total)
● Medical Occupations
(ROP)*
● Nursing Careers (ROP)*
● Sports Medicine/Athletic
Trainer (ROP)*
● Biology
● AP Biology
● Biotechnology
● Chemistry
● AP Chemistry
● Anatomy & Physiology (or
HCP)*
● Zoology
● AP Psychology
● Child Growth and
Development
● Culinary Skills/Arts
● Principles of Biomedical
Sciences (PLTW)*
● Human Body Systems
(PLTW)*
● Medical Interventions
(PLTW)*
● Intro to Health Careers (ROP)
● Emergency Medical
Responder (ROP)*

Clubs
Students
Interested in
Medical Sciences
(SIMS)

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
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Culinary Arts

Career Path Options
Food Service and Hospitality
Pathway Careers
● Caterer
● Chef
● Food Stylist
● Product Development
● Food Service Director
● Restaurant Owner
● Dietician
● Nutritionist

Related Courses
Choose 3 of any below plus 2(*)
course (5 total)
● Culinary Skills/Arts*
● Catering*
● Chemistry
● AP Chemistry
● Botany
● Photography
● French
● Spanish
● Economics of Business
Ownership (ROP)
● Integrated Marketing
Communications (ROP)
● Biology
● Art
● Anatomy & Physiology (or
HCP)

Clubs
Baking Club
Catering Club

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
Career Path Options

Related Courses
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Clubs

Arts, Media
and
Entertainment

Media & Design Arts and
Production & Managerial
Arts Pathway Careers
● Fine Artist
● Graphic Artist
● Architect
● Interior Designer
● Product Designer
● Web Designer
● Illustrator
● Writer
● Fashion Designer
● Cinematographer
● Photographer
● Lighting/Sound
Technician
● 2D/3D Character
Animation
● Sculptor
● Industrial Designer
● Landscape Architect
● Illustrator
● Jewelry Designer
● Visual Developer
● Advertiser

Choose 4 of any below plus 1(*) course
(5 total)
Media & Design Arts Pathway Courses
● Art 1, 2, 3*
● Ceramics 1, 2, 3*
● Photography 1, 2, 3*
● Digital Art
● AP Studio Art Drawing*, 2D*, 3-D*
● AP Art History*
● Animation/Motion Graphics
(ROP)*
● Video Prod 1, 2, 3*
● Publications/Yearbook
● Journalism
● English Literature
● World Literature
● Expos Reading & Writ.
● Integrated Marketing
Communications
● Geometry
● Anatomy/Physiology (or HCP)
● Creative Writing
● AP English Language &
Composition
Performing Arts Pathway Courses
● Marching Band
● Percussion
● Concert Band
● Wind Ensemble*
● Jazz Band 1 or 2 (A or B)*
● Symphonic Band
● String and Symphonic
Orchestra
● Drama 1 or 2
● Advanced Drama*
● Theater Production
● Dance
● Cosmetology (ROP)
● Concert Choir
● Treble Choir*
● Chamber Choir*
● AP Music Theory*

Art
Ukulele
Hip Hop
Lyrics
Public Speaking
Writers
Craft, Drama
Touch of Music
STEP
Dance Team
Bay Area Music
Anime
Digital Arts
Speech and
Debate
The Don Squad

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
Engineering

Career Path Options
Engineering Design Pathway
Careers

Related Courses
Choose 3 of any below plus 2(*)
courses (5 total)
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Clubs
Math Club
Engineering

●
●
●
●
●

Architect
Surveyor
Drafter
CAD/CAM Specialist
Engineer
o Civil
o Mechanical
o Electrical
o Chemical
o Etc.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Intro to Engineer. Design
(PLTW)*
Principles of Engineering
(PLTW)*
Digital Electronics (PLTW)*
Civil Engineering and
Architecture (PLTW)*
Art 1 and 2
Drawing 1 and 2
Conceptual Physics
Physics
AP Physics 1/2
AP Statistics
AP Calculus AB/BC
AP Computer Sci*
Economics of Business
Ownership
AP Environmental Science
(ROP)
Digital Art
AP Art History
AP Studio Art 3-D Design
Chemistry
AP Chemistry
Biology
AP Biology
Precalculus
Computer Science and
Software Engineering
(PLTW)*

Club
Robotics Club
VEX
Robotics Team
Aviation Club

Note: Not all Academy programs and courses are available at each school site
Public &
Human
Services

Career Path Options
Legal & Government Services
Pathway Careers
● Attorney

Related Courses
Choose 4 of any below plus 1(*) course
(5 total)
● Child Growth &
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Clubs
Human Rights
Club
Interact

●
●
●

Politician
City Attorney
City Manager

Education & Child
Development Pathway
Careers
● Preschool Director,
Teacher or Aide
● Counselor
● Elementary or High
School Teacher
● Psychologist
Protective Services Pathway
Careers
● Police Officer
● Fire Fighter
● FBI Agent

●

Development*
Developmental Psychology of
Children (ROP)*

Law & Protective Pathway
Criminal Justice and Crime
Scene Investigation (ROP)*
● AP U.S. Government and
Politics*
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Other Eligible Courses
American Sign Language (1 yr)
Spanish (1 yr)
AVID Tutor
Chemistry
Debate
Leadership
Literature and the Dynamics of
Social Justice
AP Psychology
Special Ed Tutor
Academic Tutor
AP US History*

Mock Trial
ASL
UNICEF
Best Buddies
Amnesty
International
Key Club
Teens Reaching
Out
Debate
Our Movement

REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM
Tri-Valley Regional Occupational Program (ROP) offers classes to high school juniors and seniors that develop
skills necessary for employment. ROP classes sequence directly into business, industry and/or continuing education
following completion of high school. ROP classes are career-technical classes, which earn credit in the same
manner as other high school elective classes. The Tri-Valley ROP offers classes at Amador Valley, Dublin,
Foothill, Granada and Livermore High Schools, and a local beauty college. ROP classes are described in the
appropriate section throughout this course handbook.
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Community College Credit By Exam: Many ROP courses are articulated with Las Positas and Chabot
Community Colleges and allow students to earn college units by successfully completing the ROP course. Students
must earn a grade of B or better for each semester to qualify for Credit by Exam. The college units may be
transferable to UC and CSU systems as elective credit. Further explanation/information is available from the Career
Education Specialists in each school’s Career Center, and at the ROP website, www.tvrop.org.
Registration and Eligibility: Seniors and juniors, as well as sophomores 16 years and over, are eligible and
encouraged to enroll in ROP classes. High school students select ROP classes during the annual course selection
time. Students commit to enroll for the duration of the class. The Career Education Specialists in the Career Center
and your school counselor are available to answer questions about ROP classes, registration and scheduling. ROP
classes comply with all mandates of Public Law 101476.
Types of ROP Classes
● Classroom/Laboratory: School site learning environments, which include classroom lecture facilities,
activity labs, and workshop facilities.
● Community Classrooms: Combines classroom education and non-paid training internship. After six to
twelve weeks of classroom instruction, students are placed at a community training work site. Once a
student is placed, the student spends two to four days per week at his/her assigned internship training site.
The student spends at least the same amount of time per day at the internship training site that the lecture
class meets and may increase hours for additional credits. For example, a classroom lecture class may meet
2 hours on Monday and Wednesday, then the work site internship meets 2 hours on Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday.
● Cooperative Education (Co-Op): Involves classroom learning and paid work-based training. The work
site training is similar to the Community Classroom program, but the class meets on site each day and work
site training is generally after school hours. In the Co-Op program, the student earns wages and additional
credits.
Both Community Classroom and Cooperative Education programs adhere strictly to work site rules and
regulations. Any deviation may result in the student being removed from the class. Students must provide
their own transportation to the training sites.
● Attendance Policy: High school students are required to attend classes daily in accordance with the district
calendar. Students traveling to an off-site ROP class will be asked to follow the ROP class attendance
schedule that may vary on occasion from the home high school schedule, i.e. holidays and teacher
workdays. Students suspended from their home school are also suspended from their ROP class.
● Transfers and Drops: Students who must drop or change a class section due to a change in circumstances
are encouraged to talk with the ROP instructor and must obtain permission from their school counselor or
administrator. The high school counselor or administrator will notify the Career Education Specialist of any
student schedule changes.
● Repeat Policy: Credit is awarded for ROP classes in the same manner as all high school credit. ROP
classes may not be repeated for credit. Non-credit repetition will be allowed for enrichment or to raise a
letter grade in keeping with school policy. ROP subjects designated as I and II year programs allow
students to receive credit in both years.
● High School Credit: Credit for ROP courses is determined by the number of hours in which the student is
enrolled. A two period course equals 20 credits per year, while a one period course equals 10 credits per
year. Some ROP classes have been approved for graduation subject requirements. These classes are noted
“Alternate Graduation Credit”.
● Travel Time: Students traveling between high schools are allowed adequate time to report to classes on a
timely basis. Instructors will determine the travel time.
● Career and Technical Student Organizations: Students in ROP are encouraged to participate in their
respective Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs). Through their participation, students are
provided with opportunities to network with other students, compete in organized events, and develop
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leadership skills. Examples of these organizations are DECA, an association of marketing students, and
FFA, Future Farmers of America.

FOUR-YEAR PLANNING
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Selecting courses during high school is far more than simply planning which classes to take next year. It is
important to view high school as four years during which you will meet a variety of personal goals: graduation,
college eligibility, career and technical education, and skill development. Be aware of the requirements for each of
your goals, and develop a four-year plan to ensure that all necessary courses will be completed by graduation.
Following are some sample four-year plans, designed to meet different goals. None of these plans will be perfect
for any student. Rather, they are meant to serve as examples of how courses can be selected and scheduled to
achieve various objectives.
Use these pages as a guide to begin planning your own personal course of study. Review the samples provided and
identify the courses that meet the requirements that are most important to you.
●
●
●
●

Plan first for the requirements you must meet to graduate.
Add the additional requirements for college, NCAA, or career planning you wish to pursue.
Balance your academic load carefully so that one year is not excessively demanding while another year
requires little effort.
Use remaining electives to strengthen a skill, explore a new area, or further pursue an area you enjoy.

For 4-year college requirements, please visit www.csumentor.edu (CSU),
admission.universityofcalifornia.edu (UC), and individual private or out of state college websites.
Naviance
Students are encouraged to utilize their Naviance accounts to investigate colleges and scholarships, explore careers,
record goals and interests and keep a record of the student’s high school experience and achievements. Students
can also view upcoming college visits on their high campus and sign up to attend these through Naviance. Go to
your school’s website and follow the links to login to Naviance. Each year, counselors will lead students through
their grade-level Naviance lessons in classrooms or computer labs.
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Nondiscrimination
The District's programs and activities shall provide equal access to and shall not unlawfully discriminate based on
actual race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, religion, marital or parental status,
physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information;
the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of
these actual or perceived characteristics and against students who are members of special populations. Special
populations include, but are not limited to, students with disabilities; students from economically disadvantaged
families, including foster youth; students preparing for nontraditional fields; single parents and single pregnant
females; displaced homemakers; and students with limited English proficiency. (20 USC 2302, 2354, 2373)
(cf. 0410 - Nondiscrimination in District Programs and Activities)
(cf. 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures)

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

ARTS, MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT
28

ANIMATION & MOTION GRAPHICS I (R.O.P): (Course Code 751245)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School.
This course meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for VAPA.
Animation students develop their mastery of the skills required to be a professional digital graphic artist or animator.
Animation and Motion Graphics combines theory, such as the 12 Principles of Animation, with the knowledge to expertly
navigate and use the various digital design programs. Throughout the year, we will be using Adobe Photoshop for digital
editing and pre-production, followed by ToonBoom Harmony for our 2D Animation or Autodesk Maya for our 3D work.
Students learn the steps of working through a professional animation work-flow, working on our new iMac workstations daily
and with access to our assortment of Wacom drawing tablets. Projects from this class are shared through internet media such as
YouTube, for purposes of leaving the class with a final portfolio of your work to show to possible employers or college
institutions.
Students may also complete the Autodesk Certified User and Adobe Certified Associate certification exams. Students are
responsible for all exam fees.
ANIMATION & MOTION GRAPHICS II (R.O.P): (Course Code 751247)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Animation & Motion Graphics I.
Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School.
This course meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for VAPA.
This course is for returning Animation I students seeking to expand their digital portfolio. Students in this course are allowed
the freedom to create their own prompts and concepts to explore through their work. Students are expected to be working on
advanced, long-term projects to refine and apply skills and knowledge learned, in order to develop their body of artwork.
Animation II artists assist their peers as a mentor to classmates in Animation and Motion Graphics I while also collaborating
with other advanced students. Each student will complete a portfolio of both personal and professional projects suitable for
acceptance into post-secondary schools and job placement.
Students may also complete the Autodesk Certified User and Adobe Certified Associate certification exams. Students are
responsible for all exam fees.
VIDEO GAME ART & DESIGN (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751225)
One-year course. One hour/day (10 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School.
This course meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for VAPA.
Video Game Art & Design students get hands-on experience working in Autodesk Maya learning the skills to be a 3D
Modeler. Students spend the majority of the year exploring the methods used to develop 3D models for games, including the
ability to prepare and generate textures for their models in Adobe Photoshop. The class also touches on game engines, such as
Unreal and Unity, as well as 3D sculpture tools Zbrush and Mudbox. While exploring the development of games, students
learn about ludology, the theory of gameplay, in order to understand why people play games and their reaction to game
mechanics. All students will develop a portfolio of their work, which can be used when seeking internships and/or to gain
admission in post-secondary game design programs.
Students may also complete the Autodesk Certified User and Adobe Certified Associate certification exams. Students are
responsible for all exam fees.

EDUCATION, CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SERVICES
CHILD GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT: (Course Code 632750)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
This course is a study of the developmental stages of children from conception through adolescence, personal development, the
role of the family and life cycle, and dating and marriage. The course will provide the student with knowledge of the principle
theories of child growth and development and their application. The emphasis is on scientific method, research strategies,
historical overview and social and cultural content. Students will participate in simulations using the Empathy Belly and Baby
Think It Over. Class discussion and in class activities will connect the curriculum to student’s own lives. Careers involving
children and families will be covered. Students may participate in a mentoring program with a local elementary school or
special education class.
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DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY OF CHILDREN I (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751801)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Student must provide proof of a current TB
test in order to work in the community. Students must provide their own transportation to the internship site. Students can earn
up to 6 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives
Interested in a career involving children? Considering a career as a pediatrician, teacher, psychologist, or social worker? If so,
the Developmental Psychology of Children (DPC) course is for you. DPC is a course that combines classroom instruction and
off-campus internships. That means you learn about the development of children, while you actually get to work with them!
Internships take place during the scheduled class time at local elementary schools, child care centers, or preschools.
Opportunities for after-school paid internships are also available. Throughout the school year, you will study a variety of child
growth and development topics, and you will learn how to work with children ages birth to adolescence. In addition, you will
be trained in CPR. After successfully completing the course, you are eligible to receive transferable college units (for free)
from Las Positas College! Make a difference in a child’s life… enroll in Developmental Psychology of Children.
Internship: Internship is a required component of the program and students must provide their own transportation. Students in
co-op may earn up to five additional units per high school semester or trimester.
DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY OF CHILDREN II (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751802)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grade 12. Student must provide proof of a current TB Test in order to
work in the community. Students must provide their own transportation to the internship site. Students can earn up to 3 college
units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This is an advanced course in child development and education. Students increase their knowledge, experience, and job skills
at an internship placement. Advanced projects further develop skills. Students will focus on: observation of children and
programs; communicating with children, staff, and parents; planning age-appropriate curriculum; and understanding the
history, theories, philosophies, and legal aspects of careers related to children.
Internship: Internship is a required component of the program and students must provide their own transportation. Students in
Co-op may earn up to five additional credits per high school semester or trimester.

ENERGY AND UTILITIES
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (R.O.P): (Course Code 751665/751670)
One-year course. Students will travel to school sites: Amador Valley or Foothill High School. Two hours/day (20 credits).
Open to Grades 11, 12. Recommended: Geometry or Intermediate Algebra with a "B" or better, plus one other UC/CSU
approved Laboratory Science with a B or better. This course meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for ten credits in Laboratory
Science. Meets one year life and one year physical science credit for graduation. Students can earn up to 5 college units if they
pass the AP Environmental Science exam with a B or better.
In addition to the core requirements outlined for Environmental Science, Advanced Placement Environmental Science students
can enrich their learning potential with job shadowing, internships, community service, and career mentoring. Units designed
to provide students with an academic experience parallel to that of the college level, while promoting critical thinking skills
involved in independent research studies.
Material/Lab donations may be requested for cost of items taken home, such as items fabricated by students, or for replacement
of lost items assigned to a student.

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN
COMPUTER INTEGRATED MANUFACTURING (R.O.P): (Course Code 717014)
One-year course. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School. Prerequisite: Completion of foundation engineering
pathway classes. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
How are things made? What processes go into creating products? Is the process for making a water bottle the same as it is for a
musical instrument? How do assembly lines work? How has automation changed the face of manufacturing? While students
discover the answers to these questions, they’re learning about the history of manufacturing, robotics and automation,
manufacturing processes, computer modeling, manufacturing equipment, and flexible manufacturing systems. This course is a
specialization-level course designed to follow the Project Lead the Way Engineering foundation courses.
COMPUTER SCIENCE AND SOFTWARE ENGINEERING (PLTW): (Course Code 686570)
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One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Enrollment in a college preparatory mathematics course.
Students work in teams to develop computational thinking and problem solving skills. This course meets the UC/CSU “g”
requirement for Electives.
The course covers the College Board’s new CS Principles framework. The course does not aim to teach mastery of a single
programming language, but aims instead to develop computational thinking, to generate excitement about the field of
computing, and to introduce computational tools that foster creativity. The course also aims to build students’ awareness of the
tremendous demand for computer specialists and for professionals in all fields who have computational skills. Each unit
focuses on one or more computationally intensive career paths. The course also aims to engage students to consider issues
raised by the present and future societal impact of computing. Students practice problem solving with structured activities and
progress to open-ended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and other
professional skills. Problems aim for ground-level entry with no ceiling so that all students can successfully engage in the
problems. Students with greater motivation, ability, or background knowledge will be challenged to work further.
INTRO TO ENGINEERING DESIGN: (Course Code 632775)
First course in Project Lead the Way sequence. One-year course. Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g”
requirement for Electives.
Introduction to Engineering Design TM is intended to serve as a foundation course within the Project Lead The Way® course
sequence. All of the topics learned in this course will be used in future courses.
Ever tried to design something new or draw up an idea you wanted to share with your friends and wondered how you could
communicate your idea? Or, have you wondered how someone designed that new MP3 player or sleek new phone? Then
Introduction to Engineering Design TM is the course for you. The major focus of the course is learning how to take an idea
through a design process that will eventually be manufactured or produced. As you learn about various aspects of engineering
and engineering design, such as how engineers communicate through drawing, you will apply what you learn through various
activities, projects, and problems. For example, after learning about the different techniques engineers use in determining how
to design a product, you and your teacher will have the flexibility to explore the design and engineering processes to solve
problems that are of interest to you. The course covers the following: The Role of an Engineer, The Design Process, Product
Design, Product Analysis and Improvement and Designing as an Engineer. In addition, you will use Inventor, which is a state
of the art 3-D design software package from Autodesk, to help you design solutions to different design projects. Working in
teams, you will learn about documenting your solutions, solving problems, and communicating your solutions to other students
and members of the professional community of engineering and engineering design.
PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING: (Course Code 632800)
Second course in Project Lead the Way sequence. One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: 2.0 Cumulative
G.P.A., C or better in Introduction to Engineering Design (IED). This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
This second-year foundation course of engineering exposes students to some of the major concepts they’ll encounter in a
postsecondary engineering course of study. Students employ critical thinking, creativity, innovation and engineering concepts
in the solution of engineering design problems. Principles of Engineering Design ™ (POE) follows a proven hands-on, realworld problem-solving approach to learning, engaging students on multiple levels and exposing them to areas of study that
they might not otherwise pursue. They discover the answers to questions like how are things made and what processes go into
creating products? Students have an opportunity to investigate engineering and high-tech careers and to apply their knowledge
of research and design to create solutions to various challenges. Students will continue to use industry-recognized 3D
modeling software learned in IED in the previous year. They’ll design, test and construct devices – think machines and
robotics. Topics include mechanisms, energy, statics, materials, and kinematics. Throughout POE, students apply the design
process, acquire strong teamwork and communication proficiency and develop organizational, critical-thinking, and problemsolving skills. Students also learn how to document their work and communicate their solutions to peers and members of the
professional community. To be successful in POE, students should be concurrently enrolled in college preparatory mathematics
and science. POE is intended to serve as a second of two foundation courses within the Project Lead The Way® course
sequence.
CIVIL ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURE (R.O.P.): (Course Code 632880)
Third/fourth course in Project Lead the Way sequence. Offered alternating years with Digital Electronics. One-year course.
Students will travel to school site: Amador Valley High School. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) and Principles of Engineering (POE) and enrollment or completion of college
preparatory math and science courses. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Civil engineering has a significant role in the life of every human being, though one may not truly sense its importance in our
daily routine. Architecture is the art /practice of designing and constructing buildings. To help student explore these career
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fields, students learn about various aspects of civil engineering and architecture and apply their knowledge to the design and
development of residential and commercial properties and structures. In addition, students use 3D design software to design
and document solutions for major course projects. Students communicate and present solutions to their peers and members of a
ct
course d
professional community of engineers and architects. This course is a specialization
‐level
Lead the Way Engineering foundation courses.
DIGITAL ELECTRONICS (R.O.P.): (Course Code 686440)
Third/fourth course in Project Lead the Way sequence. Offered alternating years with Civil Engineering and Architecture.
One-year course. Students will travel to school site: Foothill High School. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) and Principles of Engineering (POE) and enrollment or completion of
college preparatory math and science courses. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Digital electronics is the foundation of all modern electronic devices such as mobile phones, MP3 players, laptop computers,
digital cameras, and high definition televisions. Students are introduced to the process of combinational and sequential logic
design, engineering standards and technical documentation. The course exposes students to some of the major concepts that
they will encounter in a postsecondary engineering course of study in the area of digital electronics. While this is one of
several courses that allow students to further their engineering studies in a specific field or specialty, the logic design skills
learned here are highly transferable to other engineering disciplines.

FINANCE AND BUSINESS
ECONOMICS OF BUSINESS OWNERSHIP (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751818)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Note: (up to 30 with Co-op*) Co-op: Average 10 hours/week.
Students can earn up to 8 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District. This
course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Learn the process of starting and managing a business. Students with an entrepreneurial interest learn skills related to
organization, planning, research, effective decision-making, and goal setting. Students develop comprehensive business plans
including research & development of ideas, product planning, operation, finance and marketing. Students learn how
marketing, management, social responsibility, ethics and communication all play an important part in business success.
Students will gain practical experience by managing a student-run business. Students will also receive training in constructing
resumes, employment applications, cover letters and references, in addition to interviewing skills. Students will complete a
career portfolio to prepare for entry into the job market with a competitive edge. Business concepts and leadership skills are
reinforced through co-curricular participation in the Career and Technical Student Organization, DECA**. DECA is an
integral component to this program and provides additional focus for developing written and oral presentation skills, as well as
leadership, social and professional skills that will build self-confidence for college and career success. This course is
articulated with Las Positas College and students may receive college credits with a grade of “B” or better for each semester.
Economics of Business Ownership is a cooperative work-based learning class, in which the curriculum is directly associated
with on-the-job experience. Students receive variable credits based on the number of "on-the-job" hours worked. Students are
encouraged to work 10-15 hours per week at teacher approved sites in the Tri-Valley geographical area with their current job,
or employment leads and guidance will be provided. *Co-op students can earn 1 credit for every 18 hours they work, up to 10
credits per semester. A job is required for earning the additional credits, and students must provide their own transportation.
**DECA, www.deca.org, prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management.
DECA offers the opportunity for students to participate in competitive events throughout the year, in a variety of locations at
local, state and international levels. Students will also have the opportunity to receive recognition, awards and scholarships.
DECA is endorsed by the United States Department of Education and the California Department of Education.

HEALTH SCIENCE AND MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY
HEALTH EDUCATION: (Course Code 728021)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 9.
Students will study the physical, mental, emotional and social factors of health. They will focus on learning the role students
can play in maintaining their own health and well being through deliberate behaviors and responsible decision-making. Topics
will include life management skills; the areas of health, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs; nutrition and physical activity;
growth, development and sexual health; injury prevention and safety, and personal and community health.
INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH CAREERS: (Course Code 751470)
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One-year course. One hour/day. Open to grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school Site: Dublin High School. Students can
earn up to 4 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course is designed to expose students to the healthcare industry by surveying the wide spectrum of health care
occupations and equipping them with the entry level knowledge and skills that apply to a variety of health occupations.
Students who successfully complete this course will acquire the necessary knowledge and skills that will allow them to
pursue an education and career in the healthcare industry. Students will be trained in hands on skills, taking vitals, etc.
Students will earn their basic life support CPR certification. Students will develop a professional career portfolio, job shadow
healthcare professionals and be required to earn volunteer service hours in the healthcare field and possibly qualify for the
United Way Volunteer Service Award. This is highly desirable for college and entry level job applications. Immunizations
and uniforms may be required for volunteer sites.
MEDICAL OCCUPATIONS (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751760)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20-25 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite for Internship: Two-step TB clearance,
current immunization record, CPR training (Adult/Child/Infant). These prerequisites must be completed prior to the first day of
school with the exception of the flu shot (required for all students per hospital policy) administered in October. Spring
orientation is required to become enrolled in the program and must be attended by the student and parent(s). Community
Classroom (unpaid internship – additional units may be earned). Students will travel to school site: Granada High School,
Foothill High School. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives. Students can earn up to 7 college units,
with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
Medical Occupations provides introduction and exploration into the medical field. Students are instructed with a focus on
career areas such as medical assisting, emergency medicine, sports medicine, veterinary medicine, dental assistant/hygienist,
geriatric assistant, pharmacy technician, physical therapy, surgical technician and nursing. After completion of the course,
students are eligible to take the California certification exam for Medical Assistants and become a California Certified Medical
Assistant—Administrative (CCMA-A). Students are placed in clinical internships at local medical facilities with teacher
approval. Work site facility health requirements include CPR, complete immunization records and TB clearance. Clinical
internships require that students provide their own transportation. Student uniform required (navy blue polo and navy blue
scrub pants/slacks). Identification badge and lanyard provided by Tri-Valley R.O.P. This course is articulated with Las Positas
College and students may receive college units with a grade of “B” or better for each semester.
NURSING CAREERS (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751490)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite for Internship: Work site facility health care
requires two-step TB clearance, current immunization record, CPR training (Adult/Child/Infant) for clinical internships. These
prerequisites must be completed prior to the first day of school with the exception of the flu shot (required for all students per
hospital policy) administered in October. Community Classroom (unpaid internship- additional units may be earner. Clinical
internships require that students provide their own transportation and be available 1:00 –- 5:00 p.m. during the weekdays for
community classroom/internship scheduling. Spring orientation is required to become enrolled in the program and must be
attended by the student and parent(s). This course meets the Life Science graduation requirement. Students will travel to
school site: Foothill High School. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives. Students can earn up to 7
college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course is an introduction to a career in the field of Nursing where overall job opportunities are expected to be excellent.
Studies include a basic understanding of the systems of the body with associated medical terminology and diseases, basic
patient care, taking vital signs, charting, medical ethics as well as understanding patient privacy laws. Learn about the various
nursing specialties while studying the care of patients and the role nurses provide in a variety of healthcare settings. Activities
include internships at local hospitals, clinics and physician offices. This course can fulfill the Health and Bioscience Academy
recognition course. This course is articulated with Las Positas or Chabot Colleges and students may receive college units with
a grade of “B” or better for each semester.
SPORTS MEDICINE/ATHLETIC TRAINER I (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751090)
One-year course (15 credits). Open to grades 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Students can earn up to 8 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
Sports medicine/athletic training is an exciting, growing field with employment opportunities in athletic training, sports
medicine, and physical therapy aide. Units include anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, Kinesiology
(interrelationship of the physiological processes and anatomy of the human body with respect to movement), classification,
assessment and prevention of injuries, modalities and procedures, rehabilitation, nutrition, pharmacology, safety factors related
to sports medicine and training room procedures. Additional supervised work-based learning is required outside of the
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classroom. 90 hours of Community Classroom (unpaid) Internship is a required component of the program and students must
provide their own transportation, as necessary. Up to 5 additional units may be earned for a total of 20 credits – 1 unit for
every 18 hours of internship beyond the required 90 hours. This course can fulfill the Health and Bioscience Academy
recognition course.
SPORTS MEDICINE/ATHLETIC TRAINER II (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751550)
One-year course (15 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Students can earn up to 4 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
Sports Medicine/Athletic Trainer II provides an excellent opportunity for students to continue exploring their interest in the
fields of health science and medicine. This class provides a framework of advanced skills for understanding functional
anatomy and kinesiology, building on the concepts of anatomy/physiology learned in Sports Medicine 1. The lecture/lab
format focuses on clinical hands-on learning, including evaluation, assessment, treatment and events, assisting the Head
Athletic Trainer or Team Physician, and working with other healthcare professionals. Integrated throughout the course are
career technical education standards, which include basic academic skills, communication, career planning, technology,
problem solving, safety, responsibility, ethics, teamwork and technical knowledge.
Internship: Community Classroom (unpaid) Internship, outside of the school day, is a required component of the program and
students must provide their own transportation as necessary. Up to 5 additional units may be earned – 1 unit for every 18
hours of internship beyond the required 90 hours. Required hours will differ based on semester/trimester schedules.
PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE (Project Lead the Way/R.O.P.): (Course Code 737400)
One-year course. Open to grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Biology taken concurrently or in a prior year. Students will travel to
school site: Foothill High School. This course meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement in Laboratory Science.
Students investigate various health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, sickle-cell disease, hypercholesterolemia, and
infectious diseases. They determine the factors that led to the death of a fictional person, and investigate lifestyle choices and
medical treatments that might have prolonged the person’s life. The activities and projects introduce students to human
physiology, medicine, and research processes.

HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS (Project Lead the Way): (Course Code 772120)
One-year course. Students will travel to school site: Foothill High School. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology,
Algebra II or Math IV, and Principles of Biomedical Science (Recommended). This course meets the UC/CSU “d”
requirement in Laboratory Science.
Students examine the interactions of body systems as they explore identity, communication, power, movement, protection, and
homeostasis. Students design experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition
software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Exploring science
in action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal mannequin, work through interesting real world cases, and often play
the role of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.
MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS (Project Lead the Way): (Course Code 751270)
Students will travel to school site: Foothill High School. One year course. Open to grades 11, 12. This course meets the
UC/CSU “d” requirement in Laboratory Science. Prerequisites: Principles of Biomedical Sciences. (Recommended). Human
Body Systems or Anatomy and Physiology (Recommended), Biology (Required), Algebra I and II (Required). Students follow
the life of a fictitious family as they investigate how to prevent, diagnose, and treat disease. Students explore how to detect and
fight infection; screen and evaluate the code in human DNA; evaluate cancer treatment options; and prevail when the organs of
the body begin to fail. Through real-world cases, students are exposed to a range of interventions related to immunology,
surgery, genetics, pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics.

HOSPITALITY, TOURISM AND RECREATION
CATERING: (Course Code 676330)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to grades 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
In this foods class, students will operate an on campus business. Students will utilize food preparation techniques while
exploring speed and quantity food preparation skills. All aspects of setting up and operating a catering company, including
advertising, promotion, long-range planning, and accounting will be covered. There will be an emphasis on developing
teamwork, leadership skills, creativity, and professionalism. This is a course for students interested in the culinary arts and
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hospitality industry (caterer, chef, sports nutrition, food writer, restaurant/hotel manager, baker, health inspector, food service
director, food technologist, etc.) as well for students who want to explore the realities of small business ownership. This course
can fulfill the Culinary Arts Professional Career Academy recognition course. This course is articulated with Diablo Valley
College and students may receive 2.5 college units with a grade of B or better and passing the final exam for DVC Courses
CULN 105 and CULN 153 with a score of 80% or higher.
CULINARY SKILLS: (Course Code 676060)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
Culinary Skills is a cooking class appropriate for students with all levels of experience in the kitchen. New foods and flavor
combinations are discovered as students learn the science behind the process and ingredients. Nutrition is emphasized as
students learn how to prepare any food to be healthy and delicious at the same time. All categories of foods are prepared.
Examples are baked goods, breakfast foods, homemade soups, chili, cakes, pies, ethnic foods, barbecue, soft pretzels, Chinese
chicken salad, stir-fry, pizza, and microwave apple crisp. Instruction in the kitchen focuses on equipment use, safety, and
professionalism. Students work with partners and in small groups to prepare and enjoy food several times every week. Culinary
Skills counts as one of the courses in the Culinary Professional Career Academy.
CULINARY ARTS: (Course Code 676530)
One-year course; Open to Grades 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
This is a foods class for students who want to expand their knowledge about food. Cooking with limited time and money and
cooking with recipes designed to impress your family, future roommates and guests will be emphasized. You’ll learn to outfit
your kitchen, use convenience products wisely and be smart about nutrition. You will also have the opportunity to expand your
horizons by traveling the world in this course, learning about different cultures and cuisines. Learn to prepare foods from your
favorite countries along with food from the United States. Cooking will include brunches, BBQ, party foods, fancy desserts,
cashew chicken, enchiladas, fresh pasta and pizza, etc., as well as some new foods too. Culinary Arts counts as one of the
courses in the Culinary Professional Career Academy.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
CYBERSECURITY: ICT ESSENTIALS I: (ROP): (Course Code 751150)
One-year course; Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School. This course meets the
UC/CSU “g” requirement for electives.
This course provides in-depth exposure to computer hardware and operating systems. Students learn the functionality of
hardware and software components as well as suggested best practices in maintenance and safety issues. Through hands-on
activities and labs, students learn how to assemble and configure a computer, install operating systems and software, and
troubleshoot problems. An introduction to computer networking is included. This is the first course in a series of three that
prepares students for the Cisco CCNET Networking Certification and A+ industry certification.
INTERNET ENGINEERING I (ROP): (Course Code 751152)
One-year course; Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School. This meets the UC/CSU “g”
requirement for electives. Pending college credits available.
This is an interdisciplinary course designed to prepare students for post-secondary success in the Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) field. The course engages students with studies of: the history and implications of network
communications; the protocols which make the Internet possible; how networks provide access to services; and college and
career preparation in the ICT field. This course integrates the theory and application of network communications, and exposes
students to media that invites them to consider how Internet engineers think, design, and solve problems. Students have several
opportunities to produce college-ready writing, collaborate, research, develop study skills, and develop 21st century skills in
this course. This course is the second in a series of three that prepares students for the CCNET Cisco Networking Certification
and A+ Certification. Completion of all three courses is recommended prior to taking the exam. These exams are optional and
students must pay for their own exam fees.

MARKETING, SALES AND SERVICE
COSMETOLOGY (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751280)
This is a one and one-half year course. 4 hours/day and 8 hours/Saturday, includes summer vacation and holidays for a total
of 1600 hours. (30-45 Credits) Open to Grades 11, 12. Recommended: Summer start in after junior year. Prerequisite:
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Positive attendance must be demonstrated for consideration. Pre-screening is required. School site: A local beauty college.
Learn the beautification of the hair, skin and nails. Units include giving shampoos, scalp treatments, hair styling, permanent
waving, manicuring, highlighting and hair coloring. Understand the history of beauty culture with an emphasis on concepts,
current techniques and customer care. Instruction is designed to qualify students for the California Board of Barbering and
Cosmetology licensing examination. Tri-Valley R.O.P. offers this class through Dublin Beauty College, a private institution.
The cost of the professional kit ($1450) is the responsibility of the student. Uniforms are required. Saturday class attendance
is required. Cost of completing the program will be the responsibility of the student upon high school graduation.
INTEGRATED MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751819)
One-year course. Co-op: 10-15 hours/week, Up to 30 credits with Co-op*. Open to grades 10, 11, 12. This course meets the
UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives. Students can earn up to 8 college units, with a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las
Positas Community College District.
Learn about the field of marketing and the vast career opportunities within this industry. Explore areas such as market
research, product development, pricing, promotion, distribution, personal selling, visual merchandising, presentation and
project management through a variety of hands-on projects. Bring your ideas and creativity! Students receive training in
constructing resumes, employment applications, cover letters and references, in addition to interviewing skills. Students will
complete a career portfolio to prepare for entry into the job market with a competitive edge. Marketing concepts and leadership
skills are reinforced through co-curricular participation in the Career and Technical Student Organization, DECA**. DECA is
an integral component to this program and provides additional focus for developing written and oral presentation skills, as well
as leadership, social and professional skills that will build self-confidence for college and career success. This course is
articulated with Las Positas College and students may receive college units with a grade of “B” or better for each semester.
SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751825)
One-year course. Up to 30 credits with Co-op*. Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Dublin High School.
This course meets the UC/CSU “g” requirements for electives. Students can earn up to 4 college units, with a grade of B or
better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
Learn what it takes to have a career in sports and entertainment marketing. Learn and understand marketing concepts and
strategies focused on sports and entertainment; discover the elements of professional, college and amateur sports and the
related sports products; plan and utilize marketing research; develop promotion and marketing materials for sports and
entertainment events; and improve leadership skills through co-curricular participation in the Career and Technical Student
Organization, DECA**. Students have the opportunity for internships with professional sports and entertainment organizations.
DECA is an integral component to this program and provides additional focus for developing written and oral presentation
skills, as well as leadership, social and professional skills that will build self-confidence for college and career success.
*Integrated Marketing Communications and Sports and Entertainment Marketing are cooperative (co-op), work-based learning
classes, in which the curriculum is directly associated with on-the-job experience. Students receive variable co-op credits
based on the number of "on-the-job" hours worked. Students are encouraged to work 10-15 hours per week at teacherapproved sites in the Tri-Valley geographical area with their current job, or employment leads and guidance will be provided.
Students can earn 1 credit for every 18 hours they work, up to 10 credits per semester. A job is required for earning the
additional credits, and students must provide their own transportation.
**DECA, www.deca.org, prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management.
DECA offers the opportunity for students to participate in competitive events throughout the year, in a variety of locations at
local, state and international levels. Students will also have the opportunity to receive recognition, awards and scholarships.
DECA is endorsed by the United States Department of Education and the California Department of Education.

PUBLIC SERVICE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751125)
One-year course (10 credits). Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Students can earn up to 6 college units, with a grade of “ B” or
better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course will provide students with a strong overview of Law Enforcement as a career. The student will obtain a general
understanding of the Criminal Justice System and the many career opportunities available, including but not limited to Police
Officer, Lawyers, and Correctional Personnel. They will gain an understanding of the importance of evidence for Crime Scene
Investigation and how evidence is used in the Criminal Justice System. Both objectives will be tied together using mock crime
scenes for evidence gathering and analysis, mock trials, and other practical exercises. An emphasis is placed on presenting
information in a clear, concise manner, both verbally and in writing. By becoming proficient in the skills taught in this course,
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students will have the ability to both decide if Law Enforcement is the career for them and help them obtain employment. This
course can fulfill the Public & Human Services Academy recognition course. This course is articulated with Las Positas
College and students may receive college units with a grade of “B” or better for the full year.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751430)
One-year course. Two hours /day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Pending UC approval for “g” elective. Off-site
location students must provide their own transportation for this course. Students can earn up to 6 college units (pending), with
a grade of B or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
Criminal Justice Academy students have a unique opportunity to participate in a variety of exciting activities designed to
enhance their learning. Activities include guest speakers from police and various law enforcement agencies, field trips, career
exhibitions, leadership opportunities, mentoring, ride alongs, and academy competitions. Academy cadets will wear a uniform
and show commitment to the principles of public service through volunteerism.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751480)
10-week course (10 credits). Open to grades 11, 12. Course will be offered in the evening at Granada High School both fall
and spring semester. Recommended completion of Biology and/or Anatomy with a “C” or better. Students can earn up to 3
college units, with a grade of “ B” or better, from Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course develops the knowledge and skills necessary for recognizing and caring for emergency situations, including CPR,
prevention of disease transmission, and automated external defibrillation. Designed for first responders in an emergency.
Successful completion of the skills test with an 80% or better qualifies students for the American Safety and Health Institute
(ASHI) First Responder certificate and an American Heart Association Basic Life Support Health Care Provider certificate.

TRANSPORTATION TECHNOLOGY
AUTO BODY REPAIR AND REFINISHING (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751000)
One-year course. One hour/day (up 15-20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school Site: Livermore High
School.
Examine the world of auto collision repair and refinishing and learn industry skills necessary to for a successful career in the
field. Learn to rebuild and repaint auto bodies, replace panels, apply paint to new parts, and detail cars. Identify auto body
damage and the relationship to cost estimation. This program is being reorganized with the addition of a new water-based paint
booth. Material/Lab donations may be requested for cost of items taken home, such as items fabricated by students, or for
replacement of lost items assigned to a student.
AUTO BODY REPAIR AND REFINISHING II (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751010)
One-year course. One hour/day (up to 15-20 credits). Open to grades 11, 12. School Site: Livermore High School.
This course is for students interested in a career in auto collision repair and refinishing. Students study advanced topics and
complete projects that include learning the skills required for color matching to industry specifications. Instruction focuses on
students applying skills and knowledge learned to identify frame damage and methods of repair and measuring. Students will
become proficient in shop management, team leadership, and business principles.
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST 1 and 2 (R.O.P.): (Course Code 751060/751100)
One-year course. Two hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school site: Livermore High
School. Pending UC approval for “g” elective. Students can earn up to 4 college units, with a grade of B or better, from
Chabot/Las Positas Community College District.
This course is hands-on course in automotive education. Learn employer desired shop practices and advanced automotive
theory used in the industry. Students will learn automotive skills, safety, the use of service publications, and develop technical
knowledge in all areas of the vehicle. Gain skills in tire repair, changing and high-speed tire balancing, brake and wheel
bearing inspection; measuring and repairing, and front and four-wheel alignment. Additional units include lubrication, cooling,
electrical, and ignition systems. The topics covered in more depth are steering and suspension, brakes, electrical, maintenance,
engine diagnostics and repair, rear axle, automatic transmissions, and emission controls. Understand good business practices
for the business owner, practice test preparation and procedures for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification, and
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learn the benefits of gaining ASE certifications. Students may work on their own or family automobile with approval of
instructor. This course is articulated with Las Positas College and students may receive college units with a grade of “B” or
better for all semesters.

ENGLISH
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
FRESHMAN ENGLISH: (Course Code 656635)
One-year course. Open to Grade 9. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
This is a standards based course that examines the genres of the novel, non-fiction, poetry, drama, short story and the epic.
Standards emphasize greater sophistication in the analysis and evaluation of literature and informational materials as well as
nuance and complexity in writing and oral presentations. Readings include the core works Of Mice and Men, The Odyssey, The
Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, and mythology. Listening and speaking strands include delivery of narrative, descriptive and
expository presentations, interviewing techniques, delivery of oral response to literature and delivery of persuasive arguments.
The writing strand focuses on response to literature, autobiographical incident, analytical essay, research report, persuasive
composition, the business letter and a technical document.
HONORS FRESHMAN ENGLISH: (Course Code 653640)
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One-year course. Open to Grade 9. Recommendation: B or higher in 8th Grade English. Summer reading assignments may be
required. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
Freshman English Honors is an enriched class for intellectually motivated students. We study the core and supplemental
literary works with a heavy emphasis on writing about literature. This program is designed for those students who wish to seek
a rigorous academic challenge.
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH: (Course Code 653655)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
This is a standards based course, which continues the examination of the novel, poetry, drama, short story, and non-fiction.
Readings include two core works, William Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar and Harper Lee’s To Kill A
Mockingbird, as well as non-fiction and additional supplemental works. Skills addressed include critical thinking and
comprehension, word analysis, fluency, and text-based vocabulary, reading strategies, and literary response and analysis.
HONORS SOPHOMORE ENGLISH: (Course Code 653660)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Recommendation: B or higher in Honors Freshman English. Summer reading assignments
may be required. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
Sophomore English Honors is an enriched class for intellectually inquisitive and motivated students. The literature and
composition assignments in this class are more extensive and more frequent than those in Sophomore English.
JUNIOR ENGLISH: (Course Code 653795)
One-year course. Open to Grade 11. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
This is a standards based survey of American literature, which continues the examination of the genres of the novel, poetry,
drama, short story, and non-fiction. Emphasis is on those standards that best prepare student for the broadest variety of postsecondary pursuits. Students will explore American literary works from the Colonial period through modern times. Core works
include F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and Arthur Miller’s The Crucible. Skills addressed include complex critical
thinking and comprehension, word analysis, fluency and systematic text-based and SAT-related vocabulary, rhetorical reading
strategies, and sophisticated literary response and analysis with an emphasis on argument.

HONORS JUNIOR ENGLISH: (Course Code 653800)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grade 11. Recommendation: B or higher in Honors Sophomore English. Summer
reading assignments may be required. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
This course caters to those students who have demonstrated excellence in the past in both literature and composition skills and
who plan to attend college. The course is based on studies in American Literature, rigorous practice in strengthening expository
writing skills, and preparation activates for the College Board (SAT) Exam which include improving sentence structure,
vocabulary and grammar usage. One of the prime challenges of the course is to improve critical thinking skills necessary to a
successful college career. All students will study the central works listed for the eleventh grade.
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION: (Course Code 653435)
One-year course. Grade 11. Highly recommended: B or higher in Honors Sophomore English. AP courses are college-level
and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Summer reading assignments may be required. Meets
the 11th Grade English requirement. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
The AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a
variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and
their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as
well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. A survey of American
literature, both fiction and non-fiction, provides the literary basis of the course. Core works include F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby and Arthur Miller’s The Crucible. This course prepares the student for the AP English Language and
Composition Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
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SENIOR ENGLISH COURSES
ADVANCED COMPOSITION: (Course Code 653505)
One-semester course. (AVHS Only) Requirement: Exempt status on EAP Exam. Meets the 12th Grade English requirement.
Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
This rigorous course is designed to prepare students for college and career level writing styles and expectations. The class will
focus primarily on expository and persuasive writing, but will also include observation and reflection. Students will build
vocabulary, logic and critical thinking through the writing, research and revision processes. Class discussion, peer response and
editing procedures, and classroom learning activities will be supplemented with primary source and library research and with a
great deal of outside student writing and revision.
ENGLISH LITERATURE: (Course Code 653440)
One-semester or one-year course. Requirement: Exempt status on EAP Exam. Meets the 12th Grade English requirement.
Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
English Literature is a chronological survey of literature of the British Isles from Beowulf (ca 445 A.D.) through Shakespeare,
John Donne and the metaphysical poets in the early 1600’s to the present. Experience stunning changes our language has
undergone as a result of historic and demographic shifts. Core and supplemental works vary by semester, and may include
Shakespeare’s the Tragedy of Macbeth, George Orwell’s Animal Farm, Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales, Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein, and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. This course is commonly referred to as British Literature.
EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING: (Course Code 654730)
One-year course. Meets the 12th Grade English Requirement. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
Contemporary Controversy and Nonfiction invites students to consider and debate provocative issues in current Western
culture. The course emphasis will foster the student’s ability to argue from informed perspectives and to extend their
understanding of complex reading material in timed and extended writing assignments. Essential to the curriculum is the
deepening of students’ critical reading, writing and thinking skills as they deal with expository prose. Based on the California
State University’s Twelfth Grade Expository Reading and Writing Course, this rhetoric and composition course for seniors will
enable them to meet college-level literacy demands. The course is built around in-depth studies of various expository, analytic,
and argumentative writing on non-literary, controversial issues taken from respected news journals and magazines. Core works
will include Krakauer’s Into the Wild and other non-fiction publications.
LITERATURE AND THE DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE- A FACING HISTORY AND OURSELVES
ENGLISH CLASS: (Course Code 653210)
One-year course. Requirement: Exempt status on EAP Exam. Meets the 12th Grade English requirement. Meets the “b”
UC/CSU Requirement for English.
Lit and Social Justice includes extensive reading of a variety of literary genres, especially nonfiction, and substantial, recurrent
practice in writing. The course is designed to emphasize civic education, and to promote the values and beliefs needed to build
and sustain a democratic society. By studying the historical development and lessons surrounding collective violence,
genocide, and institutionalized racism, students make the essential connection between history and the moral choices they
confront in their own lives. Students will study literature, history, art and film to examine issues of identity, membership in
society, the legacies of “hard history”, and participation in democracy. As students study the contributions and heroism of
particular citizens in many arenas, they discover the power of the individual to make a difference. Readings may include Beal’s
Warriors Don’t Cry, Wiesenthal’s The Sunflower, Mathabane’s Kaffir Boy and Boyle’s Tortilla Curtain, as well as various
other works.
WORLD LITERATURE: (Course Code 653480)
One-semester or one-year course. Requirement: Exempt status on EAP Exam. Meets the 12th Grade English requirement.
Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
World Literature reaches out to the corners of the globe and mines the history of man to illuminate the student with varied and
exciting literature. The course takes the reader from the works of the ancient world through the cornerstones of western
civilization and from Greek Literature through the masterpieces of the Western world into contemporary global literature. Core
and supplemental works vary by semester, and may include Sanders’ The Epic of Gilgamesh, Hesse’s Siddhartha, Lao-Tzu’s
Tao Te Ching, Homer’s The Iliad, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, Dante’s The Inferno, and Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Hamlet or
Othello.
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION: (Course Code 653425)
One-year course. Highly recommended: A or B in Honors Junior English (FHS), or AP English Language and Composition.
AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Summer reading
assignments may be required. Meets the 12th Grade English requirement. Meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical
contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should
make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way
genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. The purpose of the AP English
Language and Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of
sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. The course emphasizes this process, asking
students to write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers. Although these
extended, revised essays are not part of the AP Exam, the experience of writing them will help make students more self-aware
and flexible writers and thus may help their performance on the exam itself. Core works include Perrine’s Sound and Sense,
Sophocles’ Oedipus the King, and Shakespearean Sonnets. Other works are studied as identified by the College Board each
year. This course prepares the student for the AP English Literature and Composition Examination given in May, for which the
student may receive college credit.
AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE: (Course Code 653000)
Open to grade 12. This course meets the 12th Grade English requirement and meets the “b” UC/CSU Requirement for English.
In this course, students will be exposed to numerous African American writers, from a variety of times and places. In looking
at literature through the lens of the African American community, students will grapple with the struggles and successes
represented in the text, while analyzing literature from a variety of genres, and using a multitude of analytical skills.
Specifically, students will examine essays, speeches, novels, poems, oral literature, and plays, represented by writers from the
mid-1700s through our present day. In addition to looking at struggles and successes, students will also analyze the connection
between historical events in the African American community and literature, as well as major themes within the literature that
are still relevant today, including equality, freedom, and other ideals.

OTHER ENGLISH COURSES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT:
(Non-College Prep Course Code 654035)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Classification as English
Language Learner. English Language Development is a course designed to provide beginning English language skills to
speakers of other languages. The course teaches basic vocabulary about everyday topics. Students develop language abilities
by reading, listening, speaking and writing in English.
SHELTERED ENGLISH: (College Prep Course Code 654025/Non-College Prep Course Code 654030)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Up to 10 credits may be used to fulfill the UC/CSU “b” requirement for
English. Meets the 9, 10, 11 and/or 12 English requirement.
This course is designed for the beginning to advanced English language learner. This class integrates literature, writing and
numerous speaking opportunities with an emphasis on language acquisition. Language exercise, vocabulary, process writing
and life skills are also taught. The course covers curriculum taught in regular classes at an adapted level.
DEBATE: (Course Code 653390/653391/653392/653393)
One-semester course. (AVHS Only) May be repeated up to four semesters as Debate 1,2,3,4. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
Meets the “g” UC/CSU Requirement for Electives up to four semesters.
Debate concerns itself with physical, physiological, psychological, sociological, economic, historical, and rhetorical factors
involved in speaking and listening. Speech communication pervades all human activity. It crosses all academic disciplines and
underlies all learning. Confronted with sophisticated media, today’s youngster more than ever is reached through oral means.
Hence instruction in Debate focuses on a major function of oral instruction that is important to the life of man as a human
being and a contributing citizen.
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JOURNALISM: (Course Code 653308)
One-semester or one-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommendation: C or better in English. Meets the “g”
UC/CSU Requirement for Electives up to two semesters.
This is a survey course which introduces students to a wide range of journalism topics including the history of media in
America, law and ethics, the functions of the newspaper, interviewing, reporting the news, feature, sports and editorial writing,
word processing, desktop publishing, photography, layout theory and design, sales and teamwork. Students produce the school
newspaper and explore and produce broadcast journalism.
PUBLICATIONS: (Course Code 653310)
One-year course. Open to grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Requirement: 2.5 GPA or higher. Recommendation: C or better in English.
Application required. Meets the “g” UC/CSU Requirement for Electives. Applications are available in the spring and selected
applicants will be contacted by the adviser for an interview. Incoming sophomores, juniors and seniors are encouraged to
apply. Incoming freshmen interested in taking the course need to meet with the adviser prior to the beginning of the fall term.
Enrollment allowed only with permission of instructor.
Students in this class will produce the school yearbook. The course is run like a small business. Staff members must
demonstrate a high level of responsibility, maturity and organization. Students will learn all facets of publishing; including
reporting, writing, editing, photography, graphic design, layout, advertising, distribution, ethics, leadership skills and the
importance of teamwork.

.

MATHEMATICS
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
Current math teachers will recommend courses for the following year to students during the scheduling process. It is
highly encouraged that these recommendations are followed, as their current teacher is most familiar with each
student’s skills, abilities and work ethic; all of which will predict the student’s level of success in the next math level.
Following Algebra, the Math II-IV program presents the principles and concepts of geometry and second-year algebra in a
three-year college preparatory pathway. Satisfactory completion of each of the courses in the Math II-IV sequence satisfies the
UC/CSU Algebra II math entrance requirement for entering freshmen.
ALGEBRA I: (Course Code 697170)
One-year course. Open to Grade 9. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. Topics include quantities and
modeling, functions, equations and inequalities, statistical models in one and two variables, linear systems and piecewise
defined functions, exponential relationships, polynomial operations, quadratic functions and modeling, and inverse
relationships.
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MATH II: (Course Code 697175)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. Recommendation: Successful
completion of Algebra I. Topics include transformation and congruence, lines, angles, triangle congruence criteria,
quadrilaterals and coordinate proof, similarity, trigonometry, properties of circles, measurement and modeling in two and three
dimensions and probability.
MATH III: (Course Code 697180)
One-year course. Open to Grade 11. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. Recommendation: Grade of D or
better in Math II. . This is the first half of a two year Algebra II sequence. This course covers half of the common core state
standards of a full Algebra II course and is a further exploration of the real number system with extension into the complex
numbers. Students analyze and formulate appropriate solutions, manipulate algebraic expressions to put them in more useful
forms, extend the use of trigonometry to the laws of sines and cosines, connect right triangle definitions with trigonometric
functions and further develop the ability to construct convincing arguments and to support or prove assertions. Topics include
linear and quadratic functions, inequalities, logarithms and exponents, equations in more than one variable, conic sections
probability, and sequence and series. A scientific calculator is required. A graphing calculator is used intermittently through
the curriculum.
MATH IV: (Course Code 697185)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. Recommendation: Grade of C or
higher in Math III. The Math IV course is designed to enhance and expand the mathematical content and concepts of
intermediate algebra II presented in Math III. Topics for Math IV include logical reasoning and problem solving, exploring
radical expressions and functions, logarithmic and exponential functions, right triangle trigonometry and graphing
trigonometric functions, sequences and series, statistics, and data analysis.

GEOMETRY: (Course Code 697100)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement
for Mathematics. Topics include transformations and congruence, lines, angles, triangle congruence criteria, quadrilaterals and
coordinate proof, similarity, trigonometry, properties of circles, measurement and modeling in two and three dimensions, and
probability.
HONORS GEOMETRY: (Course Code 697110)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10. Prerequisite: B or better in Honors Algebra (8th Grade) or A in Algebra IB. Meets the
“c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. This course is a challenging, in-depth, integrated course in plane, solid, and
coordinate geometry. The concepts of mathematical proof, logical reasoning and problem solving are emphasized. Topics
include lines in a plane, proof, parallel and perpendicular lines, compass and straightedge constructions, congruent triangles,
properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, transformations, similarity, right triangles and trigonometry, circles, area, space
measurements, and the concept of locus.

ALGEBRA II: (Course Code 697080)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11. Prerequisite: C or better in Geometry. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for
Mathematics. This second
‐year algebr
complex numbers. Students analyze and formulate appropriate solutions, manipulate algebraic expressions to put them in more
useful forms, extend the use of trigonometry to the laws of sines and cosines, connect right triangle definitions with
trigonometric functions and further develop the ability to construct convincing arguments and to support or prove assertions.
Topics include polynomial functions, inequalities, logarithms and exponents, equations in more than one variable, conic
sections, probability, and sequence and series. A graphing calculator is used throughout the course.
HONORS ALGEBRA II: (Course Code 697090)
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One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11. Prerequisite: C or better in Honors Geometry. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement
for Mathematics. This challenging discipline complements and expands the mathematical content and concepts of Algebra I
and geometry through in
‐depth expl
challenges of greater depth and complexity than Intermediate Algebra II. Students who master Honors Intermediate Algebra II
will gain experience with algebraic solutions of problems in various content areas, including functions, transformations of
linear and non-linear relations, exploring rational expressions, equations, and inequalities, solving systems of equations and
inequalities with multiple variables using a variety of methods, studying logarithmic functions and their inverses, trigonometric
functions and the unit circle, polynomial functions, imaginary numbers, and complex roots, investigate biases, standard normal
distributions and statistical analysis, probability, arithmetic and geometric sequence and series. A graphing calculator will be
used on a daily basis to model Mathematical practices.
PRE-CALCULUS: (Course Code 697200)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: C or better in Algebra II or Math IV. Meets the “c” UC/CSU
Requirement for Mathematics. This course combines the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques needed for
preparation for the study of calculus, and strengthens conceptual understanding and mathematical reasoning when solving
problems. The content will also provide students with a solid foundation in polynomial, trigonometric, exponential and
logarithmic functions, Analytic Geometry, Discrete Mathematics, vectors and matrices, with an introduction to limits.
HONORS PRE-CALCULUS: (Course Code 697120)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Algebra II with a grade of C or better. Meets the ”c” UC/CSU
Requirement for Mathematics. This course is structured around investigations and problem solving. Students will explore
concepts and develop mathematical relationships through observation, application, and both formal and informal proof. In
addition to covering all of the key concepts found in traditional trigonometry, pre-calculus, or math analysis courses, it
emphasizes several big ideas that form a foundation for calculus and other college mathematics curricula.
GEOMETRY-ALGEBRA II: COURSE 1: (Course Code 697105)
This course meets UC/CSU approval for “c” Mathematics. Open to grade 10. Prerequisite: Algebra I. This is the first course
of a two-course sequence during which students will complete Common Core State Standards for three courses (Geometry,
Algebra 2 and Precalculus) over a two-year period. The first portion of this course includes a study of plane, solid, coordinate,
and transformational geometry. Students explore the formal deductive mathematical system using fundamental concepts of
mathematical logic. The concepts of mathematical proof, as well as deductive and inductive thinking, are emphasized as they
apply to geometry. The course includes study of proof, logic, angles, circles, perimeter, area, volume, perpendicular and
parallel properties, congruence, polygons, similarity, right triangles, geometric probability, and transformational
geometry. Following the completion of geometry concepts, students’ progress to an exploration of the real number system
with extension into the complex numbers. Students analyze and formulate appropriate solutions, manipulate algebraic
expressions to put them in more useful forms.
ALGEBRA II-PRECALCULUS: COURSE 2: (Course Code 697107)
This course meets UC/CSU approval for “c” Mathematics. Open to grade 11. Prerequisite: Geometry-Algebra II: Course 1.
This is the second course of a two-course sequence during which students will complete Common Core State Standards for
three courses (Geometry, Algebra 2 and Precalculus) over a two-year period. This course continues the exploration of the real
number system with extension into the complex numbers. Students analyze and formulate appropriate solutions, manipulate
algebraic expressions to put them in more useful forms, and further develop the ability to construct convincing arguments and
to support or prove assertions. Topics include polynomial functions, rational functions, radical functions, logarithms and
exponents, trigonometry, applications of the trigonometric functions, sequences and series, vectors and parametric equations,
polar coordinates and graphs, and an introduction to limits.
PROBLEM SOLVING: (Course Code 697220)
One-year course (AVHS Only). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Math IV or Algebra II. Meets the “g” UC/CSU
Requirement for Electives. This course includes individual and small group problem solving geared towards real life situations
and non-traditional problems. Problem solving strategies include: draw a diagram, eliminate possibilities, make a systematic
list, look for a pattern, guess and check, solve an easier related problem, sub-problems, use of manipulatives, working
backward, acting it out, unit analysis, use of algebra, finite differences, and many others. Divergent thinking and effective
communications skills, both oral and written, will be emphasized and advanced. The class is designed to teach students to
think more effectively and vastly increase their problem solving ability.
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MATH ANALYSIS: (Course Code 697130)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus. Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. This
course covers two sets of math topics. One semester provides a basic introduction to Differential and Integral Calculus. This
section of the course deals with continuity, Rates of Change, Limits, Techniques of Differentiation, fundamental Theorem of
Calculus, and Applications of Integration. The other semester presents various “Real World” applications of
mathematics: Management Science (Networks and Circuits, Task Scheduling, Critical Path Analysis), Game Theory, Fair
Division of Assets, Political Apportionment, Time Value of Money and its applications to Investing and Borrowing and
Decision Analysis (including Probability and Expected Value). This course is intended for students who seek a basic
understanding of Calculus, but not the theoretical depth of an AP course.
COMPUTER SCIENCE AND SOFTWARE ENGINEERING (PLTW): (Course Code 686570)
Meets the “g” UC/CSU Requirement for Electives. One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Enrollment
in a college preparatory mathematics course. Students work in teams to develop computational thinking and problem solving
skills. The course covers the College Board’s new CS Principles framework. The course does not aim to teach mastery of a
single programming language, but aims instead to develop computational thinking, to generate excitement about the field of
computing, and to introduce computational tools that foster creativity. The course also aims to build students’ awareness of the
tremendous demand for computer specialists and for professionals in all fields who have computational skills. Each unit
focuses on one or more computationally intensive career paths. The course also aims to engage students to consider issues
raised by the present and future societal impact of computing. Students practice problem solving with structured activities and
progress to open-ended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and other
professional skills. Problems aim for ground-level entry with no ceiling so that all students can successfully engage in the
problems. Students with greater motivation, ability, or background knowledge will be challenged to work further.

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A: (Course Code 697370)
One-year course. Grades 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Computer Science with a grade of B or better or
instructor approval. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets
the “g” UC/CSU Requirement for Electives. This course is an introductory course in computer science. Because the design
and implementation of computer programs to solve problems involve skills that are fundamental to the study of computer
science, a large part of the course is built around the development of computer programs that correctly solve a given problem.
These programs are understandable, adaptable, and, when appropriate, reusable. The design and implementation of computer
programs is used as a context for introducing other important aspects of computer science, including the development and
analysis of algorithms, the development and use of fundamental data structures, the study of standard algorithms and typical
applications, and the use of logic and formal methods. In addition, the responsible use of these systems is an integral part of the
course. The course is intended to serve both as an introductory course for computer science majors and as a course for people
who will major in other disciplines that require significant involvement with technology. This course prepares the student for
the AP Computer Science A Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
AP STATISTICS: (Course Code 697145)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: “B” or better in Algebra II. AP courses are college-level and may rely
on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the “c” UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. The topics
for AP Statistics are divided into four major themes: Exploratory Analysis- 20–30 percent of the AP exam, Planning and
Conducting a Study- 10–15 percent of the AP exam, Probability- 20–30 percent of the AP exam, and Statistical Inference- 30–
40 percent of the AP exam. Exploratory analysis of data makes use of graphical and numerical techniques to study patterns and
departures from patterns. Planning and Conducting a Study looks at how data must be collected according to a well-developed
plan if valid information is to be obtained. Probability is the tool used for anticipating what the distribution of data should look
like under a given model. Statistical inference guides the selection of appropriate models. This course prepares the student for
the AP Statistics Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
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AP CALCULUS AB: (Course Code 697230)
One-year course. Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Pre-Calculus with a grade of B or higher. AP
courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the “c” UC/CSU
Requirement for Mathematics. Calculus AB is primarily concerned with developing the students’ understanding of the
concepts of calculus and providing experience with its methods and applications. The courses emphasize a multirepresentational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed graphically, numerically,
analytically, and verbally. The connections among these representations also are important. The course is intended to be
challenging and demanding. Topics include Functions, Graphs and Limits, Derivatives and Integrals. The focus of the course is
neither manipulation nor memorization of an extensive taxonomy of functions, curves, theorems, or problem types. This course
prepares the student for the AP Calculus AB Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
AP CALCULUS BC: (Course Code 697240)
One-year course. Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Pre-Calculus with a grade of B or higher. AP
courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the “c” UC/CSU
Requirement for Mathematics. Calculus BC is an extension of Calculus AB rather than an enhancement; common topics
require a similar depth of understanding. The course is intended to be challenging and demanding. The course covers all topics
listed in the Calculus AB course with more depth. Additionally, the topic of Polynomial Approximations and Series is covered.
This course prepares the student for the AP Calculus BC Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college
credit.
MULTIVARIABLE CALCULUS: (Course Code 697038)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Calculus BC with a grade of C or higher. Meets the “c”
UC/CSU Requirement for Mathematics. This course is intended for those who intend to go on to pursue a degree in
mathematics or engineering. It is meant to deepen a student’s understanding of calculus concepts and have them be able to
apply this knowledge to functions of multiple variables. Since there is no AP exam for the class, it is recommend students who
enroll should attempt to earn credit by examination through the college they decide to attend.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
PE COURSE 1 – FRESHMEN: (Course Code 712223)
One-year course. Open to Grade 9.
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive, sequentially planned kinesiology
and physical education program in accordance with the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education. Students
will be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement
activity for a lifetime. Emphasis is placed on students analyzing skills for effective movement. Units of instruction include
introduction to advanced kinesiology and physical education principles, fitness (including fitness technology), aquatics,
rhythms, dance, and individual and dual activities. The FITNESSGRAM test will be administered to all students during the
spring quarter.
PE COURSE 2- TEAM SPORTS: (Course Code 712275)
One-semester course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: PE Course 1- Freshmen. Course may be repeated for credit.
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive, sequentially planned kinesiology
and physical education program in accordance with the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education. Students
will continue to be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and
movement activity for a lifetime. This course will build upon the skills gained from PE Course 1. Emphasis is placed on
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students analyzing skills for effective movement. Units of instruction include team sports, introduction to advanced
kinesiology and physical education principles, fitness (including fitness technology), gymnastics/tumbling, and combatives.
PE COURSE 2- LIFETIME FITNESS: (Course Code 712285)
One-semester course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: PE Course 1- Freshmen. Course may be repeated for credit.
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive sequentially planned kinesiology and
physical education program in accordance with the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education. Students will
continue to be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement
activity for a lifetime. Emphasis is placed on students analyzing skills for effective movement. Units of instruction include
introduction to advanced kinesiology and physical education principles, fitness (including fitness technology), team activities,
group fitness, nutrition, gymnastics/tumbling, aquatics and combatives.
PE COURSE 2- WEIGHT TRAINING & CONDITIONING: (Course Code 712290)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: PE Course 1- Freshmen. Course may be repeated for credit.
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive, sequentially planned kinesiology
and physical education program in accordance with the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education. Students
will continue to be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and
movement activity for a lifetime. This course will build upon the skills gained from PE Course 1. Emphasis is placed on
students analyzing skills for effective movement. Units of instruction include weight training and conditioning, introduction to
advanced kinesiology and physical education principles, fitness (including fitness technology), gymnastics/tumbling, aquatics,
and combatives.

PE COURSE 2- ATHLETIC PE: (Course Code 712250)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: PE Course 1- Freshmen and current participation in an
interscholastic sport. Course may be repeated for credit.
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive, sequentially planned kinesiology
and physical education program in accordance with the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education. Students
will continue to be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and
movement activity for a lifetime. This course will build upon the skills gained from PE Course 1. Emphasis is placed on
students analyzing skills for effective movement. Students will be grouped together based on their participation in an
interscholastic sport. Units of instruction include team sports, weight training, and conditioning, introduction to advanced
kinesiology and physical education principles, fitness (including fitness technology), gymnastics/tumbling, aquatics, and
combatives.
DANCE: (Course Code 704850)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for PE credits. Students will have the
option of receiving PE credit for Grades 10-12, or Visual and Performing Arts credit for Grades 9-12.
Students will refine their physical conditioning and control of movement while expressing themselves rhythmically to music.
Students will also analyze the function of dance in past and present cultures throughout the world as well as study and
demonstrate vocabulary and movement in the areas of ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop, lyrical, musical theatre and cultural/folk dance.
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SCIENCE
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.

LIFE SCIENCE
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE: (Course Code 737560)
One-year course, offered alternating years with Physical Science. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 upon approval. Meets the Life
Science graduation requirement. Note: This course does not meet the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
This course introduces students to the study of living things, the characteristics and needs that all living things have in
common, the changes and ways that all living things depend upon Earth and its resources. Nature of science,
cells, and heredity, life over time, diversity of living things, ecology and human biology are all topics that will be studied in
this course. It integrates the study of earth science and chemistry into the study of biological science where appropriate.
BIOLOGY: (Course Code 737500)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of one year or concurrent enrollment in Algebra I.
Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
This course introduces students to the study of life with an emphasis on investigation and experimentation. The major concepts
studies include the as a whole, and how continuity in the biosphere is maintained through cells, DNA, genetics, heredity and
evolution. Molecular biology through biotechnology techniques will be addressed. The course includes critical biological
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issues, which profoundly affect the biosphere such as global warming, waste management and pollution. Students are expected
to read at or above grade level and to be capable of independent as well as meaningful collaborative work.
PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE (Project Lead the Way/R.O.P.): (Course Code 737400)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 at FHS. As an ROP Course, open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Biology
taken concurrently or in a prior year. Students will travel to school site: Foothill.
This course meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement in Laboratory Science.
Students investigate various health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, sickle-cell disease, hypercholesterolemia, and
infectious diseases. They determine the factors that led to the death of a fictional person, and investigate lifestyle choices and
medical treatments that might have prolonged the person’s life. The activities and projects introduce students to human
physiology, medicine, and research processes.
HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS (Project Lead the Way): (Course Code 772120)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Students will travel to school Site: Foothill. Prerequisite: Successful completion
of Biology, Algebra II or Math IV, and Principles of Biomedical Science (Recommended).
This course meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement in Laboratory Science.
Students examine the interactions of body systems as they explore identity, communication, power, movement, protection, and
homeostasis. Students design experiments, investigate the structures and functions of the human body, and use data acquisition
software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. Exploring science
in action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal mannequin, work through interesting real world cases, and often play
the role of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.

MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS (Project Lead the Way): (Course Code 751270)
Students will travel to school Site: Foothill. One year course. Open to grades 10, 11, 12. This course meets the UC/CSU “d”
requirement in Laboratory Science. Prerequisites: Principles of Biomedical Sciences (Recommended). Human Body Systems
or Anatomy and Physiology (Recommended), Biology (Required), Algebra I and II (Required). Students follow the life of a
fictitious family as they investigate how to prevent, diagnose, and treat disease. Students explore how to detect and fight
infection; screen and evaluate the code in human DNA; evaluate cancer treatment options; and prevail when the organs of the
body begin to fail. Through real-world cases, students are exposed to a range of interventions related to immunology, surgery,
genetics, pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics.
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY: (Course Code 737740)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Recommended: Biology or Chemistry with a grade of B or better. Meets the UC/CSU
“d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
Students will study the major human body systems. The course focuses on how anatomical structure relates to physiological
function. Topics of study will include how the human body systems interact to maintain the health of the body as a whole.
Laboratory dissection will be required, including a six week comparative anatomy dissection using the cat. Throughout the
year, students will explore related health careers utilizing field trips and guest speakers.
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY FOR HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS: (Course Code 737810)
One-year course (AVHS Only). Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Algebra I (required). Recommended: Biology or
Chemistry with a grade of B or better. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science. Preference will be given to
Health and Bioscience Academy students.
Students will study the organization and function of the human body systems. There will be an emphasis on skeletal, muscular,
and visceral systems. This course will also focus on career planning and management, developing effective communication
skills, and preparation for a career in a health and/or medical field. Students cannot get credit for both this course and
Anatomy-Physiology. This course can be used as the capstone class for Health & Bioscience Academy recognition but any
student interested in a health or medical field is welcome.
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BIOTECHNOLOGY: (Course Code 737730)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Biology or Biological Science with a
grade of B or better, and Chemistry with a grade of C or better or concurrent enrollment. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement
for Laboratory Science.
Biotechnology is a lab-intensive course designed to combine molecular biology with practical applications. Students will be
exposed to DNA fingerprinting, gene mapping, electrophoresis and DNA spooling, as well as activities that relate
biotechnology to daily life. Students will also have the opportunity to address social and ethical issues surrounding
biotechnology. This course offers the student an opportunity to experience the basics of microbiology, human genetics,
biotechnology, and exploration of bioethical issues. This course will encourage students to take more science in high school.
Students will learn valuable skills that are transferable to biotechnology related technical fields and/or college lab science jobs.
This course is articulated with the Ohlone College Associate of Science Biotechnology program.
BOTANY: (Course Code 737520)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a grade of C or better.
Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
Students will utilize sound scientific investigative techniques to study aspects of the botanical world. Individual and
laboratory/field work will be emphasized as students explore plant anatomy and physiology, plant nutrition, plant genetics,
plant reproduction and development, plant evolution, plant taxonomy, and plant ecology.

ZOOLOGY: (Course Code 737570)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a grade of C or better, or Biological
Science with a grade of B or better. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science. This course covers the
Animal Kingdom, including the major phyla. This course will study each phylum, including classification, ecology,
environmental issues, behaviors, relationships, anatomy, and physiology. The unity and diversity of animal life and the manner
in which structure and function complement each other are basic themes. The course places a strong emphasis on comparative
anatomy and dissection of preserved organisms as a part of the expected laboratory experiences.
AP BIOLOGY: (Course Code 737450)
One-year course. Grades 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Biology and Chemistry with a grade of B or better.
Students are encouraged to take Physics. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended
prior course(s). The labs will be very similar to those performed in a college Biology course, focusing on critical thinking and
exposing students to the rigor typically experienced in a college Biology curriculum. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for
Laboratory Science. This course is designed to be equivalent to a college introductory biology course. This course will differ
significantly from the first biology course with respect to the level of the textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered,
the kind of laboratory work done by the students, and the time and effort required of the students. The text used will be the
same as those used by college biology majors. The labs will be close to those done by college students. This course prepares
the student for the AP Biology Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
PHYSICAL SCIENCE: (Course Code 737401)
One-year course, offered alternating years with Biological Science. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 upon approval. Meets the
Physical Science graduation requirement. Note: This course does not meet the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory
Science.
This course provides an introduction to the physical world around us by combining elements of physics, chemistry, and earth
science. The major emphasis of this course is tools and nature of science, properties and structure of matter, energy and earth
and space science.
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CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS: (Course Code 737702)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completed or concurrent enrollment in Algebra (or the
equivalent). Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science. This course is a laboratory-based science course for
ninth graders. It will provide basic knowledge in the concepts of physics, which are more than a part of physical science.
Physics is the most basic of all sciences and in this course it is melded in a way to stimulate student interest. This course will
build a conceptual base in physics concepts, which can then be applied to other sciences such as chemistry and biology. This
course will provide students with a strong foundation in physics for future work in other sciences. It will also reinforce the
fundamentals of algebra.
CHEMISTRY: (Course Code 737660)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra (or the equivalent) with a grade of C or
better. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
Chemistry deals with the nature of materials in our world and how they change and combine. This course ties basic chemistry
principles to contemporary societal and technological issues. Students will gain insight into the interdisciplinary and the
thematic nature of chemistry. Topics include the atomic model of matter, chemical reactions, chemical equilibrium,
thermochemistry, kinetics, stoichiometry, bonding and molecular structure. Laboratory experiments and demonstrations are
used to introduce and support concepts. Mathematics processes, including basic algebra, are utilized throughout the course.
Students should expect to spend time outside of class, especially in the areas of reading, problem solving, and preparation of
lab reports.

PHYSICS: (Course Code 737700)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra and Geometry (or the equivalent) with a
grade of B or better. Recommendation: Concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for
Laboratory Science.
Physics is concerned with describing the relationship between matter and energy. Topics include: motion and the relationship
of force and motion; thermodynamics; wave behavior (light, sound, etc.); electric and magnetic concepts.
AP CHEMISTRY: (Course Code 737680)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Chemistry with a grade of B or better, or completion or
concurrent enrollment in advanced math and Physics. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in
recommended prior course(s). The labs will be very similar to those performed in a college Chemistry course, focusing on
critical thinking and exposing students to the rigor typically experienced in a college Chemistry curriculum. Meets the
UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science. This is a college level course. It will be rigorous and careful preparation
will be required. The course will extend and deepen those concepts developed in the first year chemistry class. This course
prepares the student for the AP Chemistry Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
AP PHYSICS C: MECHANICS: (Course Code 737690)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Physics with at least a B or better and concurrent
enrollment in AP Calculus. This is a calculus-based course; completion of or concurrent enrollment in, AP Calculus is strongly
recommended. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). The labs
will be very similar to those performed in a college Physics course, focusing on critical thinking and exposing students to the
rigor typically experienced in a college Physics curriculum. Meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for Laboratory Science.
This course covers the equivalent of the mechanics and the electricity and magnetism portions of a calculus-based physics
course. These are the two main portions of the first year sequence of introductory college physics. Many first-year college
courses include other topics that are not included in this course. A college level text and college level lab experiences will be
part of the course. This course prepares the student for college or university–level physics and the AP Physics C- Electricity
and Magnetism Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (R.O.P): (Course Code 751665/751670)
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One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Students will travel to school sites: Amador Valley or Foothill High School. Two
hours/day (20 credits). Open to Grades 11, 12. Recommended: Geometry or Intermediate Algebra with a "B" or better, plus one
other UC/CSU approved Laboratory Science with a B or better. This course meets the UC/CSU “d” requirement for ten credits
in Laboratory Science. Meets one year life and one year physical science credit for graduation. Students can earn up to 5
college units if they pass the AP Environmental Science exam with a B or better.
In addition to the core requirements outlined for Environmental Science, Advanced Placement Environmental Science students
can enrich their learning potential with job shadowing, internships, community service, and career mentoring. Units designed
to provide students with an academic experience parallel to that of the college level, while promoting critical thinking skills
involved in independent research studies.
Material/Lab donations may be requested for cost of items taken home, such as items fabricated by students, or for replacement
of lost items assigned to a student.

SOCIAL SCIENCE
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
GLOBAL STUDIES: (Course Code 748330)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 9. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
This one-semester course is required for all ninth grade students. Geography and cultural studies are integrated into each unit as
appropriate. Emphasis is placed on the unresolved problems of the modern world.
HONORS GLOBAL STUDIES: (Course Code 748340)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 9. Recommended: Grade of B or higher in previous Social Science courses. Meets the
UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
This course is an enriched class for very able and well-motivated students. It follows the same curriculum outline as Global
Studies, but is taught at a faster pace and will require students to examine unresolved problems in more depth. Assignments in
the course are more demanding than those in the Global Studies course. A research project and presentation on an unresolved
problem in the modern world is required.
WORLD HISTORY 2/3: (Course Code 748450)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
This course will examine the major turning points that shaped the modern world from the late 18th century to the present.
HONORS WORLD HISTORY 2/3: (Course Code 748533)
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One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Recommendation: Completion of Global Studies with a grade of A or higher or a grade of
B or higher in Honors Global Studies. Summer coursework may be required. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for
History/Social Science.
This course covers themes and topics of World History 2/3 in more depth and detail. The greater variety and complexity of
original source materials, more challenging research projects and more thorough investigation of various controversies in
historical perspective and interpretation will enable students to better prepare for further work in honors and AP level history
and social science.
AP WORLD HISTORY: (Course Code 748310)
One-year course. Grade 10. Highly recommended: Completion of Global Studies with a grade of A or higher or a grade of B or
higher in Honors Global Studies. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior
course(s). Summer coursework may be required. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
The AP World History course content is structured around the investigation of five course themes and 19 key concepts in six
different chronological periods, from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present. The course provides a clear framework of six
chronological periods viewed through the lens of related key concepts and course themes, accompanied by a set of skills that
clearly define what it means to think historically. This course prepares the student for the AP World History Examination given
in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
US HISTORY: (Course Code 748180)
One-year course. Open to Grade 11. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
The emphasis of this year-long course is on United States history in the 20th century. Included in the course is a review of the
ideals shaping the nation’s beginnings and its history to 1900. Major topics include the Progressive Era, the Jazz Age, the Great
Depression, World War II, the Cold War, hemispheric relationships in the postwar period, the civil rights movement, American
society in the postwar era, and the United States in recent times. Literature and primary source documents will be used
throughout the course.
AP US HISTORY: (Course Code 748200)
One-year course. Grade 11. Highly recommended: Completion World History with a grade of A, Honors World History with a
grade of B or higher, or AP World History with a grade of C or higher. AP courses are college-level and may rely on
knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Summer coursework may be required. Meets the UC/CSU “a”
requirement for History/Social Science.
This course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the
problems and materials in U.S. history. It prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands
upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical
materials. Their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance, and to weigh the evidence and
interpretations presented in historical scholarship. Students develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of
an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. This course prepares the
student for the AP U.S. History Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
CIVICS: (Course Code 748220)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 12. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
Civics is a required one-semester course open to all seniors. The course is designed to give students the opportunity to better
understand how government works, how it is a dynamic and exciting process, and how it impacts each student. Units of study
will include democracy, federalism, elections and politics, a study of the three branches of government, state and local
government, comparative government, and civil liberties and civil rights.
ECONOMICS: (Course Code 748260)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 12. Meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
This course is a study of basic economic theory. It includes a study of the laws of supply and demand, price, unions,
government fiscal policies, money supply, banking, unemployment, inflation, stock markets and foreign trade.
SHELTERED SOCIAL STUDIES: (AVHS only). One-semester or one-year courses. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Oneyear fulfills the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science.
Sheltered Global Studies: (Course Code 748460) Open to Grade 9 (semester)
Sheltered Social Studies: (Course Code 748540) Open to Grade 10 (year) and equivalent to World History
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Sheltered U.S. History: (Course Code 748185) Open to Grade 11 (year)
Sheltered Civics/Economics: (Course Code 748225) Open to Grade 12 (year)
The objective of these classes for English learners is to provide “sheltered” instruction in English for the curriculum of each
level of Social Studies. The courses use various methods to enhance the material with sheltering techniques such as visual
cues, revision, and mapping. Another objective of these classes is to enhance English proficiency and fluency through
listening, speaking, reading, and writing exercises which focus on Global Studies, World History, U.S. History, Civics, and
Economics as the content.
HONORS US GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS/”WE THE PEOPLE” EMPHASIS: (Course Code 748445)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Enrollment by application/interview. Summer coursework may be required.
Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science. Taken in conjunction with AP U.S. Government and Politics
(“We, the People” emphasis).
The Honors US Government and Politics/”We The People” Emphasis course is a one-year course designed for the highly
motivated and orally proficient student. Students participate in “We the People”, the citizen and the constitution competition,
run by the Center for Civic Education. The students may compete on the District, Regional, State and National levels in this
competition. This course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. policies and analysis of specific
case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that make up the American
political reality.
AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS/AP MACROECONOMICS: (Course Code 748240/748290)
One-year course. Grade 12. Highly recommended: Completion of U.S History with a grade of A, or AP U.S. History with a
grade of B or higher. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s).
Summer coursework may be required. Meets the UC/CSU “a” requirement for History/Social Science (AP U.S Government
and Politics) and the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives (AP Macroeconomics). AP U.S. Government and Politics is
designed for the highly motivated and orally proficient student who wishes to earn college credit in government through the
Advanced Placement Examination process. It involves both the studies of general concepts used to interpret U.S. policies and
the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that
make up the American political reality. AP Macroeconomics gives students a thorough understanding of the principles of
economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. The course places particular emphasis on the study of national
income and price-level determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, the
financial sector, stabilization policies, economic growth, and international economics. This course prepares the student for the
AP U.S. Government and Politics Examination, and the AP Macroeconomics Examination given in May, for which the student
may receive college credit.

SOCIAL SCIENCE ELECTIVES
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: (Course Code 748320)
One-year course. Grades 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of prior Social Science course with a grade of B or
better. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU
“a” requirement for History/Social Science. The aim of this course is to provide students with a learning experience equivalent
to that obtained in most college-level introductory human geography courses. The course introduces students to the systematic
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students learn to
employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socioeconomic organization and its environmental
consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications. This course
prepares the student for the AP Human Geography Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college
credit.
AP PSYCHOLOGY: (Course Code 748380)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of prior Social Science course with a grade of B or better.
AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “g”
requirement for Electives.
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental
processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena
associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use
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in their science and practice. This course prepares the student for the AP Psychology Examination given in May, for which the
student may receive college credit.
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: (Course Code 748499)
One-year course. Grades 10, 11 12. (FHS Only). Meets the UC/CSU “g” requirement for Electives.
International Relations is a yearlong study of the dynamic nature of the evolving nature conflict, cooperation, and compromise
between all nations. The course of study begins with an exploration of the historical forces and events that have shaped our
world today, to then addressing the reasons why countries fight and the institutions created to address tensions between
countries. The second semester has its focus on globalization and development issues (poverty, gender, environment, health,
human rights, etc...) where students will be asked to analyze, critique, and debate these international issues and resolve to
identify sustainable solutions. A major focus throughout the course will be on the mission of the United Nations and the
committees that carry out that mission. Through this course students will gain a foundational knowledge of world politics; the
interactions and interdependence of nations, along with a greater desire to understand and address on the most pressing issues,
events, and problems that consume the world's attention.
AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: (Course Code 748210)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Pending Board and UC approval for the “g” elective category.
This course is an examination of political life outside of the United States. It uses a comparative approach to examine the political
structures; policies; and the political, economic, and social challenges among six selected countries: Great Britain, Mexico, Russia,
Iran, China, and Nigeria. Additionally, students examine how different governments solve similar problems by comparing the
effectiveness of approaches to many global issues.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Note: Courses in this department meet graduation requirements, however they do not meet UC/CSU requirements.
Students with current Individual Education Plans are eligible to take courses in this department. All courses are offered
at both high schools unless otherwise noted.

Overview of Potential Course Offerings
1. SDC ENGLISH
2. SDC MATHEMATICS
3. SDC HISTORY-SOCIAL
SCIENCE:
a. GLOBAL STUDIES
b. WORLD HISTORY
c. U.S. HISTORY
4. SDC SCIENCE:
a. HEALTH
EDUCATION
b. LIFE SCIENCE
c. PHYSICAL
SCIENCE
d. GOVERNMENT

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

INTRODUCTION TO LIFE
SKILLS
WORK EXPERIENCE
MONEY MANAGEMENT
LIFE SKILLS ENGLISH
LIFE SKILLS SCIENCE
INDEPENDENT LIVING
SKILLS
TRANSPORTATION
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

INTRODUCTION TO LIFE
SKILLS
WORK EXPERIENCE
MONEY MANAGEMENT
LIFE SKILLS ENGLISH
LIFE SKILLS SCIENCE
INDEPENDENT LIVING
SKILLS
TRANSPORATION

(CIVICS)
e. ECONOMICS
5. SDC LEARNING LAB

FUNDAMENTALS OF ALGEBRA 1A: (Course Code 697260)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 Prerequisite: RS Math 8 or SDC Math. Topics include quantities and modeling,
functions, equations and inequalities, statistical models in one and two variables, linear systems and piece-wise defined
functions, exponential relationships, polynomial operations, quadratic functions and modeling, and inverse relationships.
FUNDAMENTALS OF ALGEBRA 1B: (Course Code 697270)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Fundamentals of Algebra 1A. Topics
include quantities and modeling, functions, equations and inequalities, statistical models in one and two variables, linear
systems and piece-wise defined functions, exponential relationships, polynomial operations, quadratic functions and modeling,
and inverse relationships.
ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Course Code 779020)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
Adapted Physical Education is physical education which has been adapted or modified, so that it is as appropriate for the
person with a disability.
RESOURCE ENGLISH:
Freshman English (Course Code 654110)
Sophomore English (Course Code 654130)
Junior English (Course Code 654150)
Senior English (Course Code 654170)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
Instruction is provided in the areas of writing, reading, vocabulary development, grammar, spelling, listening, oral expression,
and study skills. Students will analyze grade level core curriculum texts.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS ENGLISH:
Freshman English (Course Code 654210)
Sophomore English (Course Code 654230)
Junior English (Course Code 654250)
Senior English (Course Code 654270)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
Instruction is provided in the areas of writing, reading, vocabulary development, grammar, spelling, listening, oral expression,
and study skills. Students will analyze grade level core curriculum texts.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS MATHEMATICS:
Math 1 (Course Code 698210)
Math 2 (Course Code 698220)
Math 3 (Course Code 698230)
Math 4 (Course Code 698240)
Math 5 (Course Code 698270)
One-year course. Open to grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
The foundation for this course is the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Mathematics. The course addresses the
essential and required math concept fluencies for grades 6-8 (depending on each individual student’s baseline math level) in
preparation for the high school Algebra requirement. The course will address the following concepts: Multiplication and
division to divide fractions by fractions, the system of rational numbers, ratios and reasoning to solve problems, algebraic
expressions, one-variable equations and inequalities, quantitative relationships between dependent and independent variables,
operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply and divide rational numbers, proportional relationships to solve real world
and mathematical problems, properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions, real-life and mathematical problems
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using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations, radical integers exponents, connections between proportional
relationships, lines, linear equations, pairs of simultaneous linear equations, functions and relationships between quantities.
This course is designed for students participating in Special Day Class (SDC) who are diploma bound.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS GLOBAL STUDIES: (Course Code 748350)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 9.
This geography course utilizes relevant reference materials, vocabulary, and concepts to study how the physical world affects
people and how people affect their environment.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS HEALTH EDUCATION: (Course Code 728025)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 9.
The course covers all curriculum taught in the general education classroom. Students will study the physical, mental,
emotional, and social factors of health. There is a focus on learning the role students can play in maintaining their own health
through deliberate behaviors and responsible decision making. Topics include life management skills; mental and emotional
well-being; diseases and disorders; substances and abuse; nutrition and physical fitness; family life education; HIV/AIDS:
injury prevention and first aid; and careers in the health field.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS WORLD HISTORY: (Course Code 748820)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10.
This course is designed for students who require a modified presentation of Western European and Non-Western history and
cultures including geographical, social, economic and political systems.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS U.S. HISTORY: (Course Code 748850)
One-year course. Open to Grade 11.
This course is a modified survey of United States political, social, and economic history covering the same time period and
standards as the general education U.S. History class.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS LIFE SCIENCE: (Course Code 737860M/737860S)
One-year course covering various life science topics.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS PHYSICAL SCIENCE: (Course Code 737890M)
One-year course covering various physical science topics.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS GOVERNMENT (CIVICS): (Course Code 748870)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 12.
This course is designed for students requiring a modified approach to the study of the Constitution, the branches of
government, political parties, laws and rights, government systems, state and local government, and the responsibilities of
citizenship.
SPECIAL DAY CLASS ECONOMICS: (Course Code 748880)
One-semester course. Open to Grade 12.
This course is designed for students requiring a modified approach to the study of systems of exchange, economic institutions,
the role of government, markets, including the effect of economics on international relations.
RESOURCE/SPECIAL DAY CLASS LEARNING LAB: (RSP Course Code 760900 and SDC Course Code 761000)
One-semester course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
Classes are designed to provide support for academic classes and other areas impacted by student’s disability. Instruction may
be provided in areas of time management, study skills, career planning, and coping with disabilities. Support for general
education classes is provided; however, this is not a study hall. This course may be repeated as determined by the Individual
Education Plan.
INTRODUCTION TO LIFE SKILLS: (Course Code 760150M/760150S)
One-semester course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12.
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This course is a basic overview of the elements in adult life including the following: work, recreation/leisure,
home/independent living, community and post-secondary training options. Students will go through an assessment of their
current life skills and employment readiness. Students will become aware of their learning styles, intelligence strengths,
disabilities, personalities and values. Understanding of, and participation in, the development of their Individual Education
Plan will be incorporated.

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS
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All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.

VISUAL ARTS
ART 1: (Course Code 624010)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This course introduces students to major periods in the history of art, the elements of art, the principles of design, and basic art
vocabulary through projects and assignments using a variety of media and a sequenced approach to instruction. Observation of
forms in the natural and human environments and artwork using these forms will be the basis for understanding design and
composition. Using both verbal and written forms of expression, students will view, describe, interpret and analyze work of the
cultures, artists and art movements whose ideas have most shaped the visual arts today. Students will also learn to describe,
analyze and evaluate their own artwork and the artwork of other students. Students will do some research into careers in fine
and commercial art.
ART 2: (Course Code 624011)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Art 1. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual
and Performing Arts.
Advanced art students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and aesthetic valuing
introduced in Art 1. Students will deepen their understanding of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design through
structured, academic studies. Students will be expected to apply previously taught concepts in new and innovative ways. The
curriculum emphasizes challenging, open-ended artistic problems requiring independent creative thinking. Using both verbal
and written forms of expression, students will view, describe, interpret and analyze work of the cultures artists and art
movements whose ideas have most shaped the visual arts today. Students will also learn to describe, analyze, evaluate, and
defend their artwork and the artwork of others. Students will research careers in fine and commercial art.
ART 3: (Course Code 624015)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Art 2. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and
Performing Arts.
Advanced Art students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and valuing art. Part of
the program includes a student and teacher collaborative that writes a series of assignment (unit) contracts targeted to specific
areas of interest to the student. These areas may include, but are not limited to, fine arts, commercial arts, museum or gallery
management or some other area of career interest. Each contract will involve a topic, selected goals which advance the
student’s artistic perception, art production skills, knowledge of historical background of topic and strategies to analyze and
evaluate the topic assignment. In each contracted area of study, students will use research skills, writing, presentation
techniques, and developing production skills to create an in-depth class presentation of the chosen area. A lab donation is
requested for materials and equipment.
PHOTOGRAPHY 1: (Course Code 624350)
One-year course: Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This course will begin with an introduction to the basic fundamentals of black and white photography, including digital.
Students will learn camera mechanics and handling, correct exposure, processing, printing and composition. Students will be
required to analyze and write descriptive responses to all work produced in the class. The class will emphasize hands-on
projects but will include tests and quizzes as well as other written work. In addition to traditional photographic processing,
students will be given the opportunity to use computers for creating digital images. The course will also explore the history of
photography and career opportunities. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
PHOTOGRAPHY 2: (Course Code 624390)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Photography 1. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement
for Visual and Performing Arts.
This course is designed for the student interested in furthering his/her personal photographic vision. It will require a high
degree of independent outside work as well as classroom lab time. A much greater emphasis will also be placed on developing
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computer skills necessary for image manipulation. Areas of study will include composite photography, still life arrangements,
and selective focus, extended time exposures, self-portraits, artificial light and multiple exposures. Self-evaluations including
analysis and descriptive reporting will be required. A career search and the exploration of the historical significance of
photography will also be part of the curriculum. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
PHOTOGRAPHY 3: (Course Code 624415)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Photography 2. Not yet approved to meet the UC/CSU
“f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This advanced course covers more complex areas in the study of design and in the technical aspects of film and digital
photography. Students will explore the progression of their work thus far and determine and area of concentration for their
assignments and projects. They will look to historical and contemporary examples of quality photography for inspiration. In
groups, they will examine the power of images and the role they play in our changing, visually-dense world. Students will
build on their basic understanding of the history of photography. They will now analyze the progression of ideas and
techniques to discover and predict the future and significance of images in our daily lives. Students will also look at a variety
of career opportunities in traditional and non-traditional settings. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
AP STUDIO ART 2-D DESIGN: (Course Code 624291)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Art 2 or Photography 2. AP courses are college-level
and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and
Performing Arts.
Students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and valuing art under the parameters of
the requirements for the Advanced Placement Studio Art portfolio. The student submits this portfolio for adjudication during
the time of the AP testing schedule in May. The student’s goal in taking this course is to experience a college level art program
and to develop a portfolio of sufficient quality to earn credits towards university matriculation. A lab donation is requested for
materials and equipment.
DIGITAL ART: (Course Code AVHS 624120/FHS 624125)
One-year course. AVHS Grades 9, 10, 11, 12/FHS Grades 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and
Performing Arts.
This course incorporates both a theoretical and applied knowledge to graphic art and traditional art. This comprehensive
program emphasizes the fundamentals of the elements and principles of art and design. The ability to plan and create original
works of art will be developed through research, analysis, and critique. Students will develop integrated skill sets that will
empower them to utilize visual design. A portfolio will be generated that can be used to demonstrate their abilities for college
entrance or employment in the visual arts field. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
CERAMICS 1: (Course Code AVHS 624210/FHS 624205)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of hand-built and thrown ceramics. Students will analyze and evaluate
their work and the work of others using the vocabulary and language unique to visual arts. Students will study a variety of
cultures, from the past to the present and gain an understanding of ceramics within diverse historical and cultural contexts. A
lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
CERAMICS 2: (Course Code 624250)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Ceramics 1. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
This course expands on the concepts covered in Ceramics 1, including the fundamentals of hand-built and thrown ceramics.
Students will continue to analyze and evaluate their work and the work of others using the vocabulary and language unique to
the visual arts. Students will study a variety of cultures, from the past to the present, and gain an understanding of ceramics
within diverse historical and cultural contexts. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
CERAMICS 3: (Course Code 624200)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Ceramics 2. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
Students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and valuing art. The program is driven
by the student and teacher collaborating to write a series of assignment contracts targeted to specific areas of interest to the
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student. The areas of study will expand what was covered in Ceramics 2, including a more advanced and individualized study
of hand-built and thrown ceramics. Students will explore the progression of their work thus far and determine an area of
concentration for their assignments and projects. Students will continue to analyze and evaluate their work and the work of
others using the vocabulary and language unique to the visual arts. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.
AP STUDIO ART 3-D DESIGN: (Course Code 624923)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Ceramics 2. AP courses are college-level and may rely
on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
Students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and valuing art under the parameters of
the requirements for the Advanced Placement Studio Art portfolio. The student submits this portfolio for adjudication during
the time of the AP testing schedule in May. The student’s goal in taking this course is to experience a college level art program
and to develop a portfolio of sufficient quality to earn credits towards university matriculation. A lab donation is requested for
materials and equipment.
AP STUDIO ART DRAWING: (Course Code 624283)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of Art 2 or Drawing 2. AP courses are college-level and
may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and
Performing Arts.
Students will continue their exploration of artistic perception, art production, art history and valuing art under the parameters of
the requirements for the Advanced Placement Studio Art portfolio. The student submits this portfolio for adjudication during
the time of the AP testing schedule in May. The student’s goal in taking this course is to experience a college level art program
and to develop a portfolio of sufficient quality to earn credits towards university matriculation. A lab donation is requested for
materials and equipment.
AP ART HISTORY: (Course Code 624100)
One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: College-level reading, writing and research skills. AP courses are
college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
This course provides secondary students the same learning opportunities as those provided to college students in an
introductory college course in art history. AP Art History also provides schools an opportunity to strengthen an area neglected
in most curricula. Students in this course gain an understanding of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms within
diverse historical and cultural contexts. Students study a variety of cultures, analyzing major forms of artistic expression from
the past to the present. Students learn the fundamentals of visual analysis with emphasis on understanding works in context,
considering such issues as patronage, gender, and the functions and effects of works of art. This course requires a high degree
of commitment to academic work and to the purposes of a program designed to meet college standards. This course prepares
the student for the AP Art History Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
IDEO PRODUCTION 1: (Course Code 624310)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: One-year of visual art. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
Students learn basic composition and will learn to integrate narrative, audio and visual elements into a series of production
assignments. During the course of the year, students will build skills in the following three areas of production: pre-production,
including planning, storyboarding and scriptwriting; production, including filming, audio recording and lighting; and postproduction, including editing, critique and animation. Students will be expected to develop a sense of professional behavior and
ethics as they learn about intellectual property rights and responsibilities as well as career opportunities. A lab donation is
requested for materials and equipment.

VIDEO PRODUCTION 2: (Course Code 624320)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Video Production 1. Meets the UC/CSU “f”
requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
Students continue learning composition and will learn to integrate narrative, audio and visual elements into a series of
production assignments. During the course of the year, students will build skills in the following three areas of production: preproduction, including planning, storyboarding and scriptwriting; production, including filming, audio recording and lighting;
and post-production, including editing, critique and animation. Students will be expected to develop a sense of professional
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behavior and ethics as they learn about intellectual property rights and responsibilities as well as career opportunities. A lab
donation is requested for materials and equipment.
VIDEO PRODUCTION 3: (Course Code 624300)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Video Production 2. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement
for Visual and Performing Arts.
Students learn more advanced composition and will learn to integrate narrative, audio and visual elements into a series of
production assignments. During the course of the year, students will build skills in the areas of production outlined in Video
Production 1 and 2. Additionally, students will learn motion graphic creation, audio production and editing and DVD
authoring. Students will be expected to develop a sense of professional behavior and ethics as they learn about intellectual
property rights and responsibilities as well as career opportunities. A lab donation is requested for materials and equipment.

PERFORMING ARTS
CONCERT CHOIR: (Course Code 704843)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. One year meets the UC/CSU “f”
requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
(Large Ensemble) Singers receive instruction in vocal technique, reading music and basic music theory. A variety of choral
literature, music styles and periods, both sacred and secular, are presented. Students learn stylistic interpretation, as well as
development of vocal and musical skills. Open to piano accompanists with audition. Weekend tours may occur as well as
clinics, music festivals, evening rehearsals and performances. All performances are mandatory.
TREBLE CHOIR: (Course Code 704830)
One-year course. (FHS only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Vocal and
musical skills audition. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
(Small Ensemble) Singers receive intermediate-level instruction in voice, reading music and basic music theory. A variety of
treble choral literature, music styles and periods, both sacred and secular, are presented. Students learn stylistic interpretation,
as well as development of vocal and musical skills. Most music sung in class will be used for performances. Open to piano
accompanists with audition. Weekend tours may occur as well as clinics, music festivals, evening rehearsals and performances.
All performances are mandatory.
CHAMBER CHOIR: (Course Code 704840)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Vocal and musical skills
audition. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
(Small Ensemble) Singers receive advanced instruction in vocal technique, reading music and advanced music theory. A
variety of choral literature, music styles and period, both sacred and secular, are presented. Students learn stylistic
interpretation, as well as development of vocal and musical skills. Open to piano accompanists with audition. Weekend tours
may occur as well as clinics, music festivals, evening rehearsals and performances. All performances are mandatory.
DANCE: (Course Code 704850)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for PE credits. Students will have the
option of receiving PE credit for Grades 10-12, or Visual and Performing Arts credit for Grades 9-12.
Students will refine their physical conditioning and control of movement while expressing themselves rhythmically to music.
Students will also analyze the function of dance in past and present cultures throughout the world as well as study and
demonstrate vocabulary and movement in the areas of ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop, lyrical, musical theatre and cultural/folk dance.

DRAMA 1: (Course Code 644501)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
Students learn the basics of dramatic performing, technical theatre and gain exposure to some historical drama. Students will
learn the foundations of performance, improvisation, technical theatre, voice, diction and movement. Students will complete a
variety of performances and written assignments that will demonstrate practical and critical thinking skills and performance
criteria.

62

DRAMA 2: (Course Code 644502)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Drama 1. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
This performance-oriented course is designed to allow the experienced performer to practice his/her skills with more complex
acting styles and materials. This course covers backstage and technical aspects of theater, the study of Shakespeare’s comedic
style, and research, rehearsal and performance of contemporary scenes and monologues. Students are required to see one live
theater performance each semester.
ADVANCED DRAMA: (Course Code 644505)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of Drama 2. Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual
and Performing Arts.
This class is for the serious drama student and is a continuation of the skills and projects learned in beginning and intermediate
drama, with additions in the area of film studies and career preparation in the acting/production industries. Outside hours for
internships in the community and school productions will be required of the student.
THEATRE PRODUCTION: (Course Code 644508)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. (AVHS Only) Meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing
Arts.
This course is centered around theatre design and script analysis in conjunction with learning stage craft technique. Students
learn to design and build sets, costumes, lights, and sound for the theatre. This is hands-on experience in all theatrical
production elements, with much of the work being used for Amador Drama productions. Students are required to complete 20
hours of outside technical production hours over the entire year. Students will also need to see one live theater performance
and write a production critique each semester.
JAZZ 2 (JAZZ BAND “B”): (Course Code 704710)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: One-year of playing experience and performance audition. Meets
the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This performance-based class is designed for intermediate students with experience on saxophone, trumpet, trombone, guitar,
piano, percussion, drum set, or bass. Knowledge of major/minor scales is required. Students will learn intermediate
improvisational techniques and rehearse and perform jazz music in all styles and genres. Music theory and music history are
components of this class. The jazz band will perform at festivals, concerts, and community events throughout the year.
Attendance at performances is a required portion of the class.
JAZZ 1 (JAZZ BAND “A”): (Course Code 704700)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Two years of playing experience and performance audition. Meets
the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This performance-based class is designed for advanced students with experience on saxophone, trumpet, trombone, guitar,
piano, percussion, drum set, or bass. Knowledge of blues scales, all modes, and major/minor scales is required. Students will
learn advanced improvisational techniques and rehearse and perform jazz music in all styles and genres. Music theory and
music history are components of this class. The jazz band will perform at festivals, concerts, and community events throughout
the year. Attendance at performances is a required portion of the class.
CONCERT BAND: (Brass Course Code 704630/Woodwind Course Code 704640)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Recommended: previous
experience on a symphonic band musical instrument. Instructor approval. Students must have concurrent enrollment with
Marching Band. Individual exceptions may be made for students with schedule conflicts or other individual circumstances
which may make fulfilling this requirement unfeasible for the student. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual
and Performing Arts.
This is a performance-oriented class designed to allow the intermediate musician to improve and maximize their capabilities on
their given instruments. Students will learn and perform music of the concert/symphonic band literature. Performances will
include a winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the ensemble is entered.
Attendance at all performances required.
PERCUSSION BAND: (Course Code 704610)
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One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Basic knowledge
of percussion instruments and techniques. Instructor approval required. Under regular circumstances, students will be
concurrently enrolled in Marching Band and Percussion Band. However, individual exceptions may be made for students with
schedule conflicts or other individual circumstances which may make fulfilling this requirement unfeasible for the student. One
year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
Percussion is a performance-oriented class with an emphasis on percussion instruments and techniques. Students will learn
music terminology, music reading skills and ensemble performance techniques as it relates to percussion. Literature will
include concert band, large ensemble, small ensemble and marching arrangements. Performances may include a winter and
spring concert, outdoor pageantry events, and small ensemble festivals. Attendance is required at all performances.
COLOR GUARD:
Color Guard PE - Course Code 704595
Color Guard Music - Semester - Course Code 704841
Color Guard Music - Course Code 704860
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Instructor approval required.
Two semesters of this course will satisfy ten P.E. credits. Ten units of the required twenty units in P.E. may be satisfied in the
music department. All students must complete PE Course 1 freshman year. Note: This course does not meet the UC/CSU
“f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
This is a performance-oriented class designed to allow students to learn movement through dance. Students will also learn to
use props and equipment (flags, rifles, sabers) in a way that will enhance and supplement the school’s marching band program.
The color guard will also learn and perform a competitive show that allows them to combine the qualities of dance and
athleticism in a unique blend.
MARCHING BAND (MARCHING BAND PE)/SYMPHONIC BAND: (Course Code 704590)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. 10-12TH grade students needing PE credit should choose this
option. Course may be repeated for credit. Recommended: previous experience on a symphonic band musical instrument.
Instructor approval. The first semester of this course will satisfy five P.E. credits when taken during 10-12th grades. Ten units
of the required twenty units in P.E. may be satisfied in the music department.
FIRST SEMESTER: This course is designed for the performance-minded music student. The band performs at some home
football games, local parades, band reviews, field shows, concerts, celebrations, winter guard shows, and national events.
Students are exposed to compositions of various stylistic periods which they perform.
SECOND SEMESTER: This is a performance-oriented class designed to allow the intermediate musician to improve and
maximize their capabilities on their given instruments. Students will learn and perform music of the concert/symphonic band
literature. Performances will include a winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the
ensemble is entered. Attendance at all performances required.
MARCHING BAND (MARCHING BAND PE)/WIND ENSEMBLE: (Course Code 704591)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. 10-12TH grade students needing PE credit should choose this
option. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Students must have previous experience on a symphonic band
musical instrument. Instructor approval and audition are required to enroll in class. The audition will include a prepared solo,
knowledge of all major minor scales, arpeggios, rhythm, and sight reading. Knowledge of musical terminology is required.
The first semester of this course will satisfy five P.E. credits when taken during 10-12th grades. Ten units of the required twenty
units in P.E. may be satisfied in the music department.
FIRST SEMESTER: This course is designed for the performance-minded music student. The band performs at some home
football games, local parades, band reviews, field shows, concerts, celebrations, winter guard shows, and national events.
Students are exposed to compositions of various stylistic periods which they perform.
SECOND SEMESTER: This course is a performance-oriented class designed to allow experienced musicians to improve and
maximize their capabilities on their given instruments. Students will learn and perform advanced music of symphonic band
literature. Performances will include a winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the
ensemble is entered. Attendance at all performances is required.
SYMPHONIC BAND: (Course Code 704585)
One-year course. (AVHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Recommended: previous
experience on a symphonic band musical instrument. Instructor approval. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for
Visual and Performing Arts.
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FIRST SEMESTER: This course is designed for the performance-minded music student. The band performs at some home
football games, local parades, band reviews, field shows, concerts, celebrations, winter guard shows, and national events.
Students are exposed to compositions of various stylistic periods which they perform.
SECOND SEMESTER: This is a performance-oriented class designed to allow the intermediate musician to improve and
maximize their capabilities on their given instruments. Students will learn and perform music of the concert/symphonic band
literature. Performances will include a winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the
ensemble is entered. Attendance at all performances required. Under regular (normal) circumstances symphonic students will
be concurrently enrolled in marching band and Symphonic Band. However, individual exceptions may be made for students
with schedule conflicts, or other individual circumstances, which may make fulfilling this requirement unfeasible for the
student
SYMPHONIC BAND: (Course Code 704585)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Recommended: previous
experience on a symphonic band musical instrument. Instructor approval. Students must have concurrent participation in
marching band. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts. This year-long course is a
performance-oriented class designed to allow the intermediate musician to improve and maximize their capabilities on their
given instruments. Students will learn and perform music of the concert/symphonic band literature. Performances will include a
winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the ensemble is entered. Attendance at all
performances required.
WIND ENSEMBLE: (Course Code 704580)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Students must have previous
experience on a symphonic band musical instrument. Instructor approval and audition are required to enroll in class. The
audition will include a prepared solo, knowledge of all major minor scales, arpeggios, rhythm, and sight reading. Knowledge of
musical terminology is required. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
FIRST SEMESTER: This course is designed for the performance-minded music student. The band performs at some home
football games, local parades, band reviews, field shows, concerts, celebrations, winter guard shows, and national events.
Students are exposed to compositions of various stylistic periods which they perform.
SECOND SEMESTER: This course is a performance-oriented class designed to allow experienced musicians to improve and
maximize their capabilities on their given instruments. Students will learn and perform advanced music of symphonic band
literature. Performances will include a winter and spring concert and various concert festivals and competitions in which the
ensemble is entered. Attendance at all performances is required. Under regular (normal) circumstances wind/percussion
students will be concurrently enrolled in marching band and Wind Ensemble. However, individual exceptions may be made
for students with schedule conflicts, or other individual circumstances, which may make fulfilling this requirement unfeasible
for the student.
STRING ORCHESTRA: (Course Code 704880)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Two years of playing
experience or instructor approval. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts.
String Orchestra is a performance-based class designed for students with experience on violin, viola, cello, bass, or piano.
String and full orchestra music from all major music periods will be rehearsed, analyzed, and performed. Music theory and
music history are components of this class. The orchestra will perform at festivals, concerts, and community events throughout
the year. Attendance at performances is a required portion of the class.

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: (Course Code 704885)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Completion of String Orchestra,
three years of playing experience, or instructor approval. One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and
Performing Arts.
Symphony Orchestra is a performance-based class designed for students with extensive experience on violin, viola, cello, bass,
or piano. Advanced string and full orchestra music from all major music periods will be rehearsed, analyzed, and performed.
Advanced music theory and music history are components of this class. The orchestra will perform at festivals, concerts, and
community events throughout the year. Attendance at performances is a required portion of the class.
AP MUSIC THEORY: (Course Code 704900)
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One-year course. Grades 11, 12. Recommended prerequisite: Two years of playing experience and concurrent enrollment in a
band, orchestra, or choir course; or instructor approval. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in
recommended prior course(s). One year meets the UC/CSU “f” requirement for Visual and Performing Arts. AP Music
Theory is an academic-based course with an aural component tied to each topic. This course will cover topics such as musical
terminology, aural skills, notation, rhythm and meter, scales, intervals, triads and seventh chords, cadences, non-harmonic
tones, melody, texture, voice leading, modulation, and small forms and score analysis.

WORLD LANGUAGES
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I: (Course Code 665495)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course covers the beginning fundamental principles of American Sign Language (ASL) and introduces basic information
about the Deaf community and Deaf culture. It covers basic ASL skills, both receptive (seeing and understanding) and
expressive (signing) as well as basic conversation skills, emphasizing vocabulary building and correct use of signs. ASL,
sometimes referred to as “the language of the deaf”, will be particularly useful to persons with interest in better, more effective
communications with deaf individuals, and for those interested in eventually interpreting, teaching, and/or working with the
deaf and hard of hearing communities.
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE II: (Course Code 665500)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of ASL I with a grade of C- or better. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course covers the fundamental principles of Level II American Sign Language and introduces more advanced information
about the Deaf community and Deaf culture. It covers ASL skills, both receptive (seeing and understanding) and expressive
(signing) as well as conversation skills, emphasizing vocabulary building and pragmatics. Understanding and expressing
yourself in an ASL conversation, including the use of facial expression and body language are important aspects of this course.
ASL, sometimes referred to as “the language of the deaf”, will be particularly useful to persons with interest in better, more
effective communications with deaf individuals, and for those interested in eventual interpreting, teaching, and/or working with
the deaf and hard of hearing communities.
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE III: (Course Code 665510)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of ASL II with a grade of C- or better. Meets the UC/CSU
“e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course focuses on translation with the ability to interpret any written story. The student will also begin to work on voicetranslation as well as build on receptive skills in the language. Involvement in the deaf community is strongly encouraged in
order to build vocabulary through socialization in the deaf community. Total class participation is required in order to do well
in the class.
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE IV: (Course Code 665515)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Completion of ASL III with a grade of C- or better. Meets the UC/CSU
“e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course covers the in-depth exposure and comparative analysis of the Deaf social and linguistic experience using American
Sign Language. ASL will be particularly useful to persons with interest in better, more effective communications with deaf
individuals, and for those interested in eventual interpreting, teaching, and/or working with the deaf and hard of hearing
communities.
FRENCH I: (Course Code 665000)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
French 1 is a communication-based foreign language course in which the students will listen, speak, read and write at a
beginner level. Students will increase their awareness of French-speaking populations and cultures. In this course, students
will learn to comprehend and react appropriately to oral and written prompts through the use of dialogue and audio/visual
activities.

FRENCH II: (Course Code 665020)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in French I. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
French II is a communication-based foreign language course in which the students will listen, speak, read and write at an
intermediate level. Students will expand their knowledge of French-speaking populations and cultures. In this course, students
will further develop their ability to comprehend, write, and communicate socially in the target language.
FRENCH III: (Course Code 665040)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in French II. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
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French III is a communication-based foreign language course in which the students will listen, speak, read and write at an
intermediate level. Students will expand their knowledge of French-speaking populations and cultures. In this course, students
will further develop their ability to comprehend, write, and communicate socially in the target language.
AP FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: (Course Code 665065)
One-year course. Grades 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Grade of B or better in French III. AP courses are college-level and
may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other
than English.
This course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and recognizes the complex interrelatedness of comprehension
and comprehensibility, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. Students learn
language structures in context and use them to convey meaning. In order to best facilitate the study of language and culture, the
course is taught in the target language. This course prepares the student for the AP French Language and Culture Examination
given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
FRENCH V HONORS: (Course Code 665085)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in AP French Language IV. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
This course is designed for students wanting to continue their study of French. Emphasis will be on literary analysis and
interpretation. Students will learn the techniques of literary analysis as well as basic vocabulary of critical terms. Class
discussion and essay writing in French will be important components of the course.
GERMAN III: (Course Code 665240)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in German II. Meets the UC/CSU
“e” requirement for Language Other than English.
Communication-based instruction will be continued in German III listening, speaking, reading, and writing German. More
emphasis will be placed on personal issues as they reflect the culture of the students and of German speaking countries.
Instruction will implement the 5 Cs (communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities), which, as stated in
the National Standards for Foreign Languages are the goals for world language instruction.
AP GERMAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: (Course Code 665265)
One-year course (FHS Only) Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Grade of B or better in German III. AP courses are
college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for
Language Other than English.
This course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and recognizes the complex interrelatedness of comprehension
and comprehensibility, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. Students learn
language structures in context and use them to convey meaning. In order to best facilitate the study of language and culture, the
course is taught in the target language. This course prepares the student for the AP German Language and Culture Examination
given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
HONORS GERMAN LITERATURE V: (Course Code 665285)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in AP German IV. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
Communication-based instruction will be continued in German V listening, speaking, reading, and writing German. More
emphasis will be placed on personal issues as they reflect the culture of the students and of German speaking countries.
Instruction will implement the 5 Cs (communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities), which, as stated in
the National Standards for Foreign Languages are the goals for world language instruction.
JAPANESE I: (Course Code 665400)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
Japanese I is an introduction to the language and culture of Japan obtained through listening, speaking, reading and writing. It
is designed to build a foundation of the language with an emphasis in communication skills, while cultivating the desire to
pursue Japanese studies for years to come.
JAPANESE II: (Course Code 665410)
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One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in Japanese I. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
Japanese II serves as a continuation to the foundation of language and culture of Japan obtained in Japanese I. Through
communicative activities, Japanese II will foster the students’ understanding of the language and culture of Japan while also
creating an interest in furthering their studies.
JAPANESE III: (Course Code 665420)
One-year course. Open to Grades 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in Japanese II. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
Students will build upon their communication skills to develop more complex and interactive speaking ability. The course will
continue to emphasize listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. As an understanding of Japanese culture is a key element
in appreciating the language, culture study will be woven throughout this communication-based course.
AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: (Course Code 665380)
One-year course Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Grade of B or better in Japanese III. AP courses are college-level and
may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other
than English.
This course is designed to be comparable to college/university Japanese courses that represent the point at which students
complete approximately 300 hours of college-level classroom instruction. Like the corresponding college courses, this course
supports students as they develop the productive, receptive, and cultural skills necessary to communicate with native speakers
of Japanese. Students’ proficiency levels at the end of the course are expected to reach at least the Intermediate Low to
Intermediate Mid-range, as described in the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency
Guidelines. This course prepares the student for the AP Japanese Language and Culture Examination given in May, for which
the student may receive college credit.
JAPANESE V (HONORS): (Course Code 665390)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Grade of B or better in AP Japanese IV. Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement
for Language Other than English.
This is a communication-based course in which the students will listen, speak, read and write at an intermediate level. Students
will further develop vocabulary, Japanese grammar, and Kanji reading and writing skills. This will help prepare students to
read Japanese newspapers, magazines and literature. Students analyze and express their personal opinions on literary texts that
are introduced during class. Student will write poems - Haiku, Waka - and short stories in Japanese. In addition, Japanese
culture will also be taught throughout the curriculum.
LATIN III: (Course Code 665370)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C- or better in Latin II. Meets the UC/CSU “e”
requirement for Language Other than English.
Latin III is a literature-based course in which students move beyond the traditional instructional text to study whole literary
works in Latin. Ancient Roman culture is a major component as well as grammar review, with some preparation for the fourth
year Advanced Placement course.
AP LATIN: (Course Code 665375)
One-year course. (FHS Only) Grades 11, 12. Highly recommended: Grade of B or better in Latin III. AP courses are collegelevel and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language
Other than English.
This course is designed to provide advanced high school students with a rigorous Latin course, approximately equivalent to an
upper-intermediate (typically fourth or fifth semester) college or university Latin course. Students who successfully complete
the course are able to read, understand, translate, and analyze Latin poetry and prose. AP Latin students prepare and translate
the required Latin readings and have regular practice at sight reading. Throughout the course, students develop their language
skills through various activities: precise, literal translation of prepared poetry and prose; reading with comprehension of sight
passages, both poetry and prose; and written analyses that demonstrate the results of critical reading in clear and coherent
arguments supported by textual examples. Another important aspect of reading Latin lies in the mastery of the many terms that
have been devised by scholars and teachers over the years to describe and analyze Latin grammar, syntax, and literary style.
This course prepares the student for the AP Latin Examination given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
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CHINESE I (MANDARIN): (Course Code 665470)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. This UC
approved course is currently offered by outside institutions beyond the regular school day. A course offered by PUSD
staff during the regular school day at AVHS and FHS is pending Board and UC approval.
Chinese I (Mandarin) introduce students to the Chinese language and culture of China. The overall objective is for students to
develop basic listening, speaking, reading and writing abilities in Chinese and to understand the customs and life of modern
Chinese. The course goals include the following: (1): Speaking: students develop dialogues, and are able to describe some
basic daily activities using basic vocabulary; (2): Listening: students understand daily conversation; (3): Reading: students are
able to read over basic daily Chinese characters with or without Pinyin; (4): Writing: students write Chinese characters and
short sentences. Cultural activities are arranged to provide each student with opportunities to enhance language and cultural
learning; these activities include Chinese movies, Chinese traditional arts and crafts, presentations and projects.
CHINESE II (MANDARIN): (Course Code 665450)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. This UC
approved course is currently offered by outside institutions beyond the regular school day. A course offered by PUSD
staff during the regular school day at AVHS and FHS is pending Board and UC approval.
Chinese II (Mandarin) is a continuation of Chinese I. There are two main goals for this course: (1) to allow students to build
on the knowledge of Chinese I and advance into communication in listening, speaking, writing and reading, with new topics.
New topics include restaurant and food, library, road and directions, birthday party, seeing doctor, dating, post office, renting
an apartment, sports and travel, etc. The curriculum will reflect the belief of the textbook writers: to emphasize a well-balanced
language program, which means listening, speaking, reading and writing are equally included. The goal is for students to be
able to use the language learned in real-life situation, and have stronger reading and writing skills after taking this course. (2)
to allow students to further develop and deepen the knowledge of Chinese culture. Culture is an important part of language;
therefore, culture and cultural product learning and understanding is another major part of the curriculum of this course. During
the school year, some cultural research projects will be assigned to students. These projects are to be finished at home,
presented to the teacher and the class, and graded strictly according to their rubric.
CHINESE III (MANDARIN): (Course Code 665455)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. This UC
approved course is currently offered by outside institutions beyond the regular school day. A course offered by PUSD
staff during the regular school day at AVHS and FHS is pending Board and UC approval.
Chinese III (Mandarin) is a continuation of Chinese II. This course focuses on language proficiency while interweaving leveland age- appropriate cultural content throughout the course and providing frequent formative assessment of students’
developing proficiencies within the context of their learning. The goals for this course are to demonstrate the ability to
actively use approximately 1200 vocabulary and word combinations, write advanced words, sentences, and paragraphs, and
analyze literature. Students will: (1) build on the knowledge of Chinese II to make significant progress in listening, speaking,
writing and reading, with new or similar topics; (2) be able to further develop and deepen the knowledge of Chinese culture;
(3) and have exposure to Chinese literature. The overall objectives are for students to develop more advanced listening,
speaking, reading, writing, and typing abilities in Chinese, develop basic understanding and appreciation of a variety of
Chinese literature, and understand the customs and life in modern China. Students who successfully complete this one year
program will be able to pursue advanced study in the future.

AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE (MANDARIN): (Course Code 665460)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. This UC
approved course is currently offered by outside institutions beyond the regular school day. A course offered by PUSD
staff during the regular school day at AVHS and FHS is pending Board and UC approval.
AP Chinese course is designed for students who have successfully completed Mandarin III and are ready for a more advanced
curriculum. This course aims to provide students with various and ongoing opportunities to further develop their language
skills within a cultural frame of reference, reflecting the richness of Chinese language and culture, while also immersing them
in the Chinese-speaking world. This course will engage the students in an exploration of both contemporary and historical
Chinese culture, and prepares them to demonstrate their level of Chinese proficiency across the three communication modes
(Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational). Additionally, it will prepare them in the five goal areas –Communication,
Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities – as well as align with the national Common Core State Standards.
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Lastly, this course is designed to be comparable to the fourth semester college level course in Mandarin Chinese. Students are
required to take the AP Chinese exam.
SPANISH I: (Course Code 665100)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Recommended: Grade of C or better in prior year English course. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course provides basic instruction in listening, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish. In addition, students increase their
awareness of Spanish-speaking populations and cultures. The course content is communication-based so students are able to
comprehend and react appropriately to oral and written messages.
SPANISH II: (Course Code 665120)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C or better in Spanish I or placement test. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
Students will learn and review vocabulary and grammar; expand their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills; connect
Spanish with science, math, history, and geography; read about people, places, and traditions from the Spanish-speaking world;
read authentic literature: short stories, poems, autobiographies, legends, and song lyrics; communicate about what’s important
to them: friends, relationships, leisure activities and future plans; communicate about contemporary topics: school life, special
events, community, past and current events, nutrition, environment, and travel; and develop a strong foundation for the study of
the Spanish language and culture.
SPANISH III: (Course Code 665140)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C or better in Spanish II or placement test. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
Students will learn and review vocabulary and grammar; expand their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills; connect
Spanish with science, math, history, and geography; read about people, places, and traditions from the Spanish-speaking world;
read authentic literature: short stories, poems, autobiographies, legends, and song lyrics; communicate about what’s important
to them: friends, relationships, leisure activities and future plans; communicate about contemporary topics: health, history,
government, the arts and the environment; and develop a strong foundation for the study of the Spanish language and culture.
SPANISH LANGUAGE ARTS 9-DUAL IMMERSION: (Course Code 665330)
One-year course. Open to Grade 9. Pending Board and “a-g” UC/CSU approval. Spanish Immersion 9 is collegepreparatory course for dual immersion, native and/or heritage speakers. This pre-AP course is intended to be meaningful and
challenging to students and connect to real-life situations, their personal experiences, incorporating all four language
skills/modalities (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). Additional focus in grammatical and writing skills will be
integrated through a variety of authentic texts and resources. This course will continue to develop their bilingualism through
high school graduation.
SPANISH IV: (Course Code 665160)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Prerequisite: Grade of C or better in Spanish III or placement test. Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
Spanish IV is a college preparatory course for native speakers, students who have successfully completed Spanish III and wish
to further their Spanish studies, and Dual Immersion Program students. The course emphasizes conversational and grammatical
skills at an advanced level. Students focus on the verbal and auditory skills in a range of settings and situations for a variety of
purposes. Cultural literacy and appreciation of Spanish and Spanish-speaking culture is incorporated into the coursework by
sampling Spanish fiction, literary works of art, recordings, Spanish language television, films, newspapers, magazines, creative
writing, reading for information and pleasure, and discussion. Particular attention is given to the teaching of language skills
(listening, reading, speaking, and writing) and is instructed through the study of advanced oral and written texts. The course is
instructed exclusively in Spanish.
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE: (Course Code 665165)
One-year course. Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Grade of B or better in Spanish III. AP courses are college-level
and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s). Meets the UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language
Other than English.
This course takes a holistic approach to language proficiency and recognizes the complex interrelatedness of comprehension
and comprehensibility, vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. Students learn
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language structures in context and use them to convey meaning. In order to best facilitate the study of language and culture, the
course is taught in the target language. This course prepares the student for the AP Spanish Language and Culture Examination
given in May, for which the student may receive college credit.
AP SPANISH LITERATURE AND CULTURE: (Course Code 665185)
One-year course. Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Highly recommended: Completion of AP Spanish Language IV with a grade of B or
better. AP courses are college-level and may rely on knowledge obtained in recommended prior course(s).
Meets the
UC/CSU “e” requirement for Language Other than English.
This course is designed to provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that of an introductory college course in
literature written in Spanish. The course introduces students to the formal study of a representative body of texts from
Peninsular Spanish, Latin American, and U.S. Hispanic literature. The course provides opportunities for students to
demonstrate their proficiency in Spanish across the three modes of communication- interpersonal, interpretive, and
presentational. This course prepares the student for the AP Spanish Literature and Culture Examination given in May, for
which the student may receive college credit.

ADDITIONAL COURSES
All courses are offered at both high schools unless otherwise noted.
ACADEMIC SUPPORT ENGLISH: (Course Code 653100)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit.
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The Academic Support English course is designed English Language Development students, and will focus on skills necessary
to produce successful high school and college students. Students will receive training in study skills, note taking methods,
organization, test preparation, test taking strategies, reading skills, memorization techniques, and the structure of writing.
Academic support will be provided as students co-tutor one another on homework. Approximately 1/3 of the class time is
devoted to teaching study skills, with the other 2/3 providing homework time and support.
ACADEMIC SUPPORT/STUDY SKILLS: (Course Code 772040)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit.
The course will focus on skills necessary to produce successful high school and college students. Students will receive training
in study skills, note taking methods, organization, test preparation, test taking strategies, reading skills, memorization
techniques, and the structure of writing. Academic support will be provided as students co-tutor one another on homework.
Approximately 1/3 of the class time is devoted to teaching study skills, with the other 2/3 providing homework time and
support.
PEER ACADEMIC TUTOR: (Course Code 697490)
Open to grades 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Students who wish to be academic tutors may enroll in the
course to act as tutors for students in the academic support elective class. The tutors are expected to tutor five to seven students
on a daily basis during the academic support class period, and assist the teacher in providing academic and organizational skills
to the students. The tutors are expected to be able to tutor in subjects in which they have been successful at an honors or
advanced placement level, which include, but are not limited to world language, health, language arts, mathematics, science,
and social science. Tutors will receive instruction in tutoring students using the inquiry method that encourages higher level
thinking by the students who are being tutored.
AVID 9: (Course Code 772050)
One-year course. Open to Grade 9. Prerequisite: Successful completion of 8th Grade AVID or application and interview
process.
This course is a college preparatory program for students who are college bound. While concurrently enrolled in a collegeprep course of study, students learn strategies to enhance success. The AVID course emphasizes training in WICOR- Writing,
Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading. Tutors will provide academic assistance using specific inquiry-based
strategies. AVID 9 students investigate strategies for success in high school, and begin to discover college requirements.
Curriculum includes preparation for college entrance exams. Students will also experience guest speakers from the community,
visit college campuses, and perform community service to become well-rounded students.
AVID 10: (Course Code 772070)
One-year course. Open to Grade 10. Prerequisite: Successful completion of AVID 9 or application and interview process.
This course is a continuation of the college preparatory program for students who are college bound. While concurrently
enrolled in a college-prep course of study, students learn strategies to enhance success. The AVID course emphasizes training
in WICOR- Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading. Tutors will provide academic assistance using specific
inquiry-based strategies. AVID 10 students continue to emphasize college and career preparedness, including practice in
college entrance exams and college level vocabulary. Students will also experience guest speakers from the community, visit
college campuses, and perform community service to become well-rounded students.
AVID 11: (Course Code 772080)
One-year course. Open to Grade 11. Prerequisite: Successful completion of AVID 10 or application and interview process.
This course is a continuation of the college preparatory program for students who are college bound. While concurrently
enrolled in a college-prep course of study, students learn strategies to enhance success. Students enrolled in AVID 11 are
encouraged to enroll in at least one Advanced Placement course of their choice. The AVID course emphasizes training in
WICOR- Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading. Tutors will provide academic assistance using specific
inquiry-based strategies. AVID 11 students refine study skills and test taking strategies, and begin to focus on specific colleges
and universities as they plan their educational future. AVID 11 students wishing to enroll in AVID Senior Seminar will enroll
in an Advanced Placement or other college level course during the junior year, and begin research on a famous leader in
preparation for the AVID Senior Seminar project. There will continue to be opportunities to experience guest speakers from the
community, visit college campuses, and perform community service to become well-rounded students.
AVID 12: (Course Code 772090)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Successful completion of AVID 11.
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The AVID 12 course is the culmination of a student’s years in the AVID program. As with all AVID courses, the AVID 12
course features tutorials where students participate in study groups to analyze subjects in which they are enrolled. Students also
participate in Socratic Seminars, Philosophical Chairs, and other academic activities. AVID 12 students also continue to focus
on WICOR- Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading. AVID 12 students work on skills to improve upon his
or her performance on college entrance exams and complete college and financial assistance applications with the assistance of
the instructor.
AVID SENIOR SEMINAR: (Course Code 772100)
One-year course. Open to Grade 12. Prerequisite: Successful completion of AVID 11 including preparation for AVID Senior
Seminar curriculum, enrollment in an AP or college level course in both 11th and 12th grade. Meets the UC/CSU “g”
requirement for Electives.
This course includes the curriculum outlined in AVID 12. In addition, students will produce a culminating research project
organized around the theme of “Leadership as a Catalyst for Change in Society”. Students will study exceptional leaders in
contemporary society and read works by and about a leader and complete a research project related to this important person.
AVID TUTOR: (Course Code 772060)
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Prerequisite: Permission of AVID Coordinator and AVID instructors.
Students act as tutors for AVID elective classes. The tutors are expected to tutor 5-7 students two times per week, and assist the
teacher in providing academic and organizational skills to the students. The tutors are expected to be able to tutor in at least
three subjects in which they have been successful at a high level, which include, but are not limited to foreign language, health,
language arts, mathematics, science, and social science. Tutors will receive instruction in tutoring students using the inquiry
method that encourages higher level thinking by the students who are being tutored. Some training will be completed outside
of the school day.
STUDENT LEADERSHIP: (Course Code 770140)
One-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Application/interview process.
The basic objective of the class is to offer student leaders an opportunity to develop leadership skills as they perform the
responsibilities of the position they hold. The class is organized primarily as a workshop and deals with practical class work
directly related to the individual's position of leadership, interests and initiative. Emphasis is on the development and
completion of projects of benefit to the school and community. Students are expected to spend additional time fulfilling the
responsibilities of their position outside of class. Elected and appointed officials are required to enroll in Leadership for the
length of the term in which they hold office unless arrangements are made with the instructor prior to the start of the school
year.
SPECIAL EDUCATION TUTOR: Course Code 772055
One-year course. Open to Grades 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Approval of Vice Principal and
Special Education Department Chairperson. Students must agree to sign a confidentiality agreement.
Special Education Tutors provide assistance to students with special needs in either general education or special education
classes. Students are expected to be responsible, compassionate, prepared to follow directions of instructors and aides, and
willing to support students enrolled in the course. Students will be placed in courses based on individual strengths. This course
is ideal for students interested in pursuing teaching as a career, particularly in special education.
TEACHING ASSISTANT (TA): Course Code 779350
One-semester or one-year course. Open to Grades 9, 10, 11, 12. Course may be repeated for credit. Prerequisite: Staff approval.
Students are assigned to staff members to assist with the operation of the school in places such as the attendance office,
counseling office or the library. Students may also work for individual teachers.
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ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS
VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOL
4645 Bernal Ave
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Principal: Dana Chavez
Vice Principal: Julie Calderón
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Program Description: Village High School is the alternative high school for the District that serves students
grades 9-12th who need to recover credits, or prefer a smaller learning environment due to a variety of reasons
and/or for students who have been expelled from Amador Valley or Foothill High School due to discipline. Village
High School is WASC-accredited and recognized as a Model Continuation High School by the State. The school
has many exemplary programs and serves as the site for the District’s Virtual Academy online credit recovery
program.
Referral Process: Students are referred for intake interviews by the student’s counselor and/or administrator at
either Amador Valley or Foothill. The counselor at Amador or Foothill reviews the student’s transcript and then
refers the student and parent/guardian for an interview with the Village Principal and Counselor.
Schedule for the Day and Credits Earned: Students start each school day at 8:30 AM and finish at 2:10 PM if
they are taking 7 classes. Most students will be scheduled for 7 classes. Each class is 45 minutes in length with a
brunch break of 20 minutes after 3rd period. The counselor reviews each student’s transcript and schedules
accordingly. Due to the variety of classes offered, students can be scheduled for more than 1 English class, for
example, if they need additional English credits. Credits are earned by a contract system and given at each quarter
as opposed to each semester. All PUSD and State standards are followed as well as grading policies. Each student
has a contract divided into 45 days of the quarter and are working toward a signature by the teacher in each class.
The student must be present in class, working to the best of their ability and positively participating in order to
receive a teacher signature each day. Tests, essays, quizzes, and class projects are some of the assessment tools
used to determine a student’s grade. A grade of F equals 0 credit. Variable credit is given to students based on their
contract with the goal being that each student earn 3 credits per class per quarter. For example, if a student is taking
7 classes, earning 3 credits per class with a passing grade then the student would earn 21 credits per quarter or 42
credits per semester as opposed to earning 30 credits per semester at Amador or Foothill.

Graduation Requirements: All Alternative Education students must earn 230 credits to earn a PUSD diploma as
well as pass the PUSD Speech Proficiency. Students graduating from Alternative Education are Community
College and Technical School eligible after graduation. All graduation subject requirements are offered but not all
UC/CSU a-g requirements. The following is a table of course offerings:
Subject Area
English

Credits
Required
40

Mathematics
Science

20
20

Social Science

15

Details
Junior English (P), Literature and Social Justice (P),
Advanced Composition (P), Technical English,
Resource English
Algebra I (P), Geometry (P), Intermediate Alg II (P)
10 credits of Biology (P) and 10 credits of Physical
Science
World History 2-3 (P), Global Studies (P)
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Civics/Economics
Physical Education
Visual and Performing Arts/World
Language
Health Education
Electives

10
20
10

Civics (P), Economics (P) senior year only
Physical Education 1/2
Art 1 (P), Ceramics 1 (P)

5
80

Health Education (Grade 9)
Foods, Catering, Farm to Fork, Leadership (by
application process), College and Career Readiness,
Virtual Academy (online classes), Learning Lab (for
Resource students only) and Teacher Assistant (by
teacher approval). Please note that any subject that
has already been completed can be taken for elective
credit

Total Credits Required For
Graduation

230

INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM
245 Abbie Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Principal: Dana Chavez
Vice Principal: Julie Calderón
Program Description: The PUSD Independent Study Program provides an alternative to traditional high school
instruction. Independent Study offers a means for individualizing the educational plan for students whose needs
may be met best through study outside of the regular classroom setting. Students work under the supervision of a
credentialed teacher with whom they meet on a regular, weekly basis. Textbooks are supplied by PUSD. There is
no cost to families for enrollment in the independent study program. Students are assigned a weekly appointment
time to meet with their supervising teacher for a one-hour session. The teacher evaluates the quality of the work
submitted, and provides assistance if necessary. Weekly assignments must be submitted on time, per contract.
Students who miss their appointments, or who miss three assignments within a 20-day period, will be evaluated for
possible return to their resident school or a transfer to Village High School.
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Referral Process: Students may transfer to Independent Study at any time during the school year with the
exception of the last four weeks of the school year. Parents must contact their student’s high school counselor or
administrator to then have them make a referral to the Principal of Alternative Ed. Once the family has an intake
interview with the Principal and approval has been given, the student and parent meet with an Independent Study
teacher to sign the master agreement. The Alternative Education counselor will review the student’s transcript and
prepare the student’s schedule. The master agreement is in effect for one semester only and must be renewed each
semester. Students must be enrolled for a minimum of four courses per semester to be considered a full-time
student.
Graduation Requirements: Independent Study offers the majority of core curriculum classes available at the
comprehensive high schools. Elective classes are limited. Additionally, AP/Honors classes and Resource/Special
Ed classes are not available. All courses satisfy the requirements for the PUSD high school diploma. College-prep
advanced mathematics, lab sciences and world languages are not currently available through the Independent Study
Program. Students must meet all state and district requirements for a diploma. As long as a student is in good
standing according to district guidelines, he or she may participate in school activities such as dances, sports, and
the graduation ceremony at their resident school. Graduates from this program will receive a diploma from their
resident school.

HORIZON (SCHOOL-AGE PARENT PROGRAM)
Principal: Dana Chavez
Vice Principal: Julie Calderón
Program Description: Horizon is a program within Village High School specifically designed for school-age
parents and school-age parents-to-be. The program follows the policies and procedures of the Pleasanton Unified
School District. Students are referred to the program from the Tri-Valley area as well as from the outlying cities in
Alameda County. School-age mothers and fathers take classes at Village High School and receive all of the services
offered at Village High School.
Referral Process: School-age parents or school-age parents-to-be who need to finish their high school education
have an intake interview with the Vice-Principal. Upon enrollment, proof of pregnancy is required and if the child
is already born and under the age of 3 years, the child may be enrolled in the on-site, certified child care program.
Graduation Requirements: Credits are earned as part of Village High School. As with the other Alternative
Education programs, Horizon students must earn 230 credits to earn a PUSD diploma as well as pass the PUSD
Speech Proficiency and state Algebra requirement.
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