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FISD Gives the Perfect
Gift - Books!

We know that continuous
reading
opens the
door to a
child’s
academic
success,
impacts their
love of
learning and
leads to
higher
academic
achievement
in all areas.
FISD is
excited to partner with Scholastic
to provide each PK-2nd grade
student one fiction and one nonfiction book to read and enjoy over
the winter holidays! Dr. Bays, Mrs.
Keck, Mr. Schroller and Clifford
delivered the books to lots of
smiling students this week!
Both FNE and FSE met with
parents to help them guide their
children to become life-long
readers. At FISD, we believe that
academic achievement starts with
reading which is why we provided
this opportunity for meaningful
learning to take place during our
holiday break.

Something “Greater”
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FROM DR. BAYS
As we work hard to prepare our
students for a prosperous life –
at FISD we not only want to
foster knowledge and
confidence, but character as
well. It’s eye-opening to realize
that doing even small things can
have a big impact on others.
There are acts of kindness in
our Floresville community
throughout the year, but I am
always taken aback by the
warmth, caring and generosity
our students, staff and
community display at this time
of year. Whether it is collecting
gifts for a family or spending
time with the elderly, people
naturally want to be part of
something greater than
themselves, a movement to help
others and to be part of a larger
community.
People who have meaning and
purpose in their lives are
happier, feel more in control
and get more out of what they
do. But where do we find

meaning and purpose? The
answers vary for each of us, but
I believe that most involve being
connected to something bigger
than ourselves. The meaning of
life is a life of meaning.
William Arthur Ward said, “Do

more than belong: participate. Do more
than care: help. Do more than believe:
practice. Do more than be fair: be kind.
Do more than forgive: forget. Do more
than dream: work.” Here, we will

celebrate and acknowledge our
students and staff and staff
living that advice. They are
showing, through their giving,
service and accomplishment,
that they “do more”. Great
things are happening in our
Floresville Community and I
am excited that FISD students
and staff are actively being part
of things larger than themselves
and getting a taste of the things
that make a life meaningful.

Doing More...Giving at FISD

“As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way.” -Mary Anne Radmacher

FNE’s Giving Tree

To support local families during the holiday season, Floresville North
Elementary School collected items for various organizations in the
community. In addition to donating to the canned food drive, students
and staff are able to choose an ornament from the Giving Tree. On the
back of each ornament, is the name of a household item that will help a
local family in need. The items which included toys, books, clothing and
toiletries that will be donated to Sheriff Santa, local nursing homes and
the FISD social work department.

The following groups donated to FISD Social Services to ensure happy holidays for FISD families!
FHS ROTC: Toys
FMS Band:Toiletries
FHS Jaguar Basketball: Sponsored
Family

FHS Softball: Sponsored 2 Families
FHS Soccer: Sponsored Family
Work-Based Learning: Gifts

Giving At FSE...

NJHS Toy
Drive

Angel Tree

FSE teachers and staff
members adopted angels
from the angel tree. Each
“angel” received a book,
toy and clothes. Thank
you, FSE, for making sure
all kids have a special
holiday season!

Giving Tree

The FSE Student Council set up a
“Giving Tree” on which students
placed hats, scarves, socks, and gloves.
The donations go to FISD Social
Services. The response was so
overwhelming that the tree began to
overflow!

Sheriff Santa

FHS Football: Toys
FISD Cabinet: Sponsored Family

During the month of
December,
Kindergarten
students at FSE participated in the Sheriff Santa program.
Students brought toys, games, and other items to donate to
the Sheriff ’s department to help people in our community.

The Floresville
Middle School
National Junior
Honor Society held the 2nd annual Angel Tree this
year. Angels were adopted by PRIDE classes, teachers,
parents, administration, students and visitors. All gifts
are donated to the FISD Social Services and given to
children in our local community.

AFJROTC
Feeds Families
The FHS AFJROTC, in
conjunction with FSE
students, held its annual
food drive benefitting the
Floresville ISD Social
Services. Thanks to their
hard work, many needy
families in our community
will have meals throughout
the holidays!

Doing more...Giving at FISD
Thank you, Floresville, for Your Investment in FISD Kids & Families!

Lions Club: Blankets
Rotary Club: Sponsored Family
Tower Lakes 4H: Sponsored Family
Oak Hills Church: Sponsored 25
Families for Thanksgiving
Wilson Area Housing Foundation:
Sponsored 25 Families for
Thanksgiving & Christmas

First Baptist TEL Sunday School
Class: Gifts
United Methodist Church:
Sponsored 80 Students for
Christmas
El Mesias Methodist Church: Gifts
First Lutheran Church: Sponsored
80 Students for Christmas
First Baptist Church: Sponsored
Families for Thanksgiving
RBFCU: Sponsored Family
Hunt Oil Employees: Sponsored
Family for Thanksgiving
St. Vincent DePaul: Thanksgiving
Meals
Sheriff Santa: Toys
Dollar General: Toys
Connally Memorial Hospital: Gifts

Many Individual Contributions from
Members of the Floresville
Community

MARY C. FORISTER - A MODEL OF GIVING AND SERVICE
Mary Forister was honored for her on-going generosity to the Floresville ISD Special
Education Department. Her donations helped fund the Mary C. Forister Center that
housed many programs for physically and mentally handicapped students. For the last thirty
years, Ms. Forister has given of her money, time and spirit to help ensure that FISD Life
Skills students have a meaningful and appropriate educational experience.
Ms. Forister, a 1958 graduate of FHS and special education student, suffered from
physical disabilities and a severe hearing impairment that made early childhood learning
difficult. By the time she started school, she was behind her peers and put into a special
education class where she was unable to get the individual attention she needed to “catch
up”. She began wearing hearing aids at the age of eight and had many surgeries that
helped her begin to be more independent. After graduation, Ms. Forister began to realize
her true potential. She attended San Antonio College and began working to support herself.
She has never forgotten the wonderful teachers that she had in Floresville and has made it
her life’s ambition to help provide an atmosphere where students with disabilities can grow.
As we celebrate giving and service, there is not a better role model than Ms. Forister. She has been a voice for
children who sometimes don’t have their own and has been tireless in her passion to help students and educators realize
their own potential.

“Every piece of the universe, even the tiniest little snow crystal, matters somehow. I have a place in the pattern, and so do you.”
-T.A. Barron

Doing more...Service at FISD
“Nothing liberates our greatness like the desire to help, the desire to serve.”-Marianne Williamson
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The FMS FOR (Friends of Rachel) Club collected Bears (stuffed animals)
and books for their service-learning project. The items will be donated to the
Children’s Alliance of South Texas, a local agency in Floresville. The
children who visit the Child Advocacy Center have endured difficult and
often tragic times in their young lives. The center provides support for
children and families through forensic interviews, family advocacy, crisis
intervention, free child/family counseling and crisis counseling. At a child’s
initial visit to the Child Advocacy Center he or she is given a stuffed animal,
book and blanket. Thank you, FMS FOR Club, for helping the children of
South Texas.

JAGUAR BASKETBALL VISITS
NURSING HOME

The Jaguar Basketball Team and coaches
visited the Floresville Nursing Home. The
players brought the residents cupcakes, sang
Christmas carols, and even played a few
basketball games with them! Thank you,
Jags, for making the day of so many of the
residents....and it looks like they may have
made your day, too!

Santa’s Workshop
This year, the FHS Student Council, National Honor Society and AVID students hosted the annual Santa's Workshop
for the children of FISD staff members, giving moms and dads a little time to themselves! The evening started off by
eating yummy hot dogs and coloring, and then went into rotations of arts and crafts, cookie decorating, games, and a
visit and story from Santa Claus! The children had a jolly good time and the high school students were so happy to be
part of this joyous event.

Doing more...Accomplishment atFISD
FISD IS PROUD TO HAVE STUDENTS PERFORMING AT HIGH LEVELS IN ALL AREAS. WE KNOW THAT
STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENT IS A COLLABORATION BETWEEN KIDS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS. IN THIS
ISSUE, WE WANT TO HIGHLIGHT JUST A FEW OF OUR STUDENTS’ OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

FFA Public Relations Team BEST in the
STATE!!!

The Floresville FFA Public Relations team, Julie Rakowitz, Rachel Miksch,
Bailey Pawelek and Emily Mann, competed December 5th and 6th in the Texas
FFA State Leadership Development Events. The team competed in the semifinal round and finished in the top 5, advancing to the finals. The finals were
held Saturday morning and the team finished the finals in 1st place! There were
343 teams that competed across the state this year in Public Relations at district
contests, and Floresville’s team is the best. This is the first state title for
Floresville FFA in its 79 years of existence. This team placed 1st in the
Guadalupe Valley District, 1st in Area VII and 1st in state. Congratulations to
the girls and their teacher, Mark Jarzombek, on this remarkable
accomplishment.

Mayorga Qualifies for State Cross Country Meet
Victoria has had an incredible journey this season that would ultimately carry her to the
State Cross Country Meet. Victoria came into the season as the top female competitor
for Floresville. All season Victoria placed in the top 10 to top 15 at every meet,
including a prestigious top 15 placement at the UTSA Romo Classic. At the district
meet, Victoria placed an outstanding second place, coming in behind one of the state’s
top ranked athletes. Victoria’s shining moment came at the Regional meet held at the
National Shooting Complex in San Antonio. Coming into the meet, Victoria was
ranked among the top 20 runners, meaning she would have to have the race of her
season in order to qualify, and she delivered! Victoria held off the region’s top athletes
and with each stride found herself moving up. Victoria placed 11th overall and earned
her ticket to State. The State meet was held at Old Settler’s park in Round Rock on
November 8th. Against the state’s best, Victoria finished her season well, placing 47th
overall with a time of 20:10.

AFJROTC State Rocketry Champs!

For the first time in the AFJROTC unit’s history, the AFJROTC Rocketry
Team won the State Championship! They edged out Bowie from Austin,
other teams from the Valley and around the state, including San Antonio
teams from John Jay, Clark, Taft, Judson, and Lee High Schools. The
cadets won the State competition in the worst of weather conditions for a
rocket meet, cold and wet. Congratulations to Cadets Sarah Dickerson,
Jaden Madison, Matthew Martinez, Edmond Cirio, Carter Herndon, Josh
Ibrom, Cody Delarm, Jorge Escobar, Cassia Eckert, Stephen O'Brien,
Nicholas Sanders, Jakeb Gagnon on this impressive accomplishment!

Doing more...Accomplishment atFISD
ALL-STATE FOOTBALL
Congratulations to FHS
Tiger Football player,
Alex Mermea, for being
named to the Texas High
School Associated Press
Sports Editors Class 5A
All-State Football Team
as an Honorable
Mention Running Back.

SPORTS ACADEMIC ALL-STATE

Several FHS athletes qualified for their sports
coaches’ associations Academic All-State
recognition. We are proud of the focus these
students have shown as they achieve academically as
well as athletically.
First Team - Football: Dadrian Contreras, Tyler
Masur
Second Team - Football: Manuel Macias, Cory
Opiela, Miguel Solis; Volleyball: Alexis Mandigo,
Vanessa Rodriguez; Cross-Country: Christopher
Barclay, Sean Moy

FMS Band Continues to Dominate South Texas Honor Band
Once again, FMS has the most students of any school selected for the South Texas Honor Band. Sixty-one
students were chosen
from over 300 band
students from ten area
middle schools. The
following students will
represent FMS in the
2014 South Texas
Honor Band: Flute:
Kimberly Soto (1st
Chair), Angeli
Gonzales, Ashton
Carrasco, Samantha
Myers, Susie Martinez, Keila Murillo, Abby Murphy, Taylor Wright, Heather Muenzler, Karissa Martinez,
Caylan Higgins, Juliana Cardenas; Clarinet: Gabby Sotello, Dominica Peri, Megan Mahula, Megan Alberthal,
Amylia Ryan, Courtney Monson-Case, Gavin Fillmore, Lauren Svacina, Jordan Brown, Skylynn Serventes; Bass
Clarinet: Meagan Seesengood (1st Chair) , Karalyn Roach, Victoria Brought; Alto Saxophone: Tomas Luna (1st
Chair), Karen Lopez, Gabby Uriegas; Baritone Saxophone: Jesse Rodriguez (1st Chair) Tenor Saxophone: Marissa
Alvarez; Trumpet: Joshua Bell, Hardy Kelpac, Julio Gil, Madelyn Street; French Horn: Emily Smith, Aryn Cook,
Emily Martinez, Gwen Lopez, Elizabeth Coldewey, Roman Hernandez; Trombone: Colton Martinez (1st Chair),
Rocky Canales, Hector Machado, Pasqual Ortiz, Grace Gittinger, Ana Villarreal, Layce Reeves; Euphonium: Alez
Kiolbassa, Carlos Hernandez, Gabriel Garza, DJ Lewis; Tuba: Andrew Gonzales, Hunter Morgan, Sebastian His,
Alex Amparan; Percussion: Tyler Miller (1st Chair), Dylan Merten, Zephryn Quintanilla, Tyler Brannan, Tate
Kidd, Jai Ramesh. Congratulations to the FMS band on a tradition of excellence!

Doing more...Accomplishment at FISD
Elizabeth Eckert named a
National Merit Commended
Student. Elizabeth placed
among the top five percent of
more than 1.5 million students
who entered the 2015
competition by taking the 2013
PSAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.
FISD is proud of Elizabeth for
her focus on academic
excellence.

FHS FALL
SPORTS
SUCCESS

ALL-REGION
MUSICIANS

CROSS
COUNTRY
Regional
Qualifiers

TENNIS

Area Qualifiers

Machado, Vails, Zidek,
Adams, Fleming and
Carpenter qualified for the
Area Band and will
audition for the TMEA
All-State Band in January.

FNE SPELLING
BEE

VOLLEYBALL
Bi-District
Champs, Area
Qualifiers

The FMS Mighty Tiger Band had a successful
2014 marching season as they earned their 10th
consecutive Division
One rating at UIL
Region Marching
Contest. They were
also named the
Rough Rider
Marching Contest
Champs as well as
the US Bands Texas
Champion where
they won Best Music, Percussion, and Overall Effect.

Sixteen FHS band
members were chosen by
audition for the TMEA
Region Band. Brianna
Machado, Nayah
Vails,Emily Ziedek,
Natalie Adams, Charles
Fleming, Eric Carpenter,
Christian Marquez,
Kolten Bippert, Yvette
Machado, Leann Yelton,
Judith Belmares, Jeremy
Gaudlitz, Devon
Chandler, Hudson Milton,
Abraham Woods, and
Justin Sloan will perform
with the Region Band on
January 23rd at Taft High
School.

Spelling Bee, 5th grade
student, Dareion Murphy,
will advance to the
Regional Spelling Bee at
Trinity University’s Laurie
Auditorium on February
21, 2015. This is Dareion’s
3rd year in a row to
represent FNES at
regionals. Good Luck,
Dareion!

1ST TEAM
ALL-DISTRICT
ATHLETES
Floresville North
Elementary School
(FNES) held their annual
Local Spelling Bee on
December 5th. Students
from 1st through 5th
grades were eligible to
compete in a classroom
spelling bee to qualify for
competition in the local
competition.The overall
winner of the FNES Local

Congratulations to the
following athletes who
were named to their
sport’s All-District First
Team. Volleyball: Micheala
Sifuentes, Kristyn
Coldewey; Cross-Country:
Victoria Mayorga; Football:
Luke Smith, Dadrian
Contreras, Dillon Gaither,
Koby Wilkerson, Alex
Mermea, Manuel Macias

Doing more...“Great Things” at FISD
INNOVATE TO EDUCATE

With technology, students have a world of information at their fingertips. It is a challenge to plan and
prepare, day after day, how to best engage and motivate these digital natives. In August staff development,
Dr. Bays encouraged teachers to see this challenge as an opportunity to try something new, be innovative,
take some risks and be resilient. What we have seen is that FISD teachers are up to the challenge. As
planned, at FISD Board Meetings, we have recognized and will continue to do so, teachers that inspire and
empower our students. There just aren’t enough months to showcase all of the innovative learning that is
happening in our FISD classrooms!

Innovative FSE Teachers: Jenny Pelech,
Caroline Cragun, Erika Bacon

Innovative FNE Teachers: Natalie
Henke, Daidra Chilek, and
Vannessa Chandler

Innovative FMS Teachers: Katy Kaspryzk,
Christen Cozart and Kaycee Schoenert

Teachers Growing Teachers

Districts in Region 20 are looking to FMS 8th grade Social Studies teachers for best practices to build their teachers’
skill set to improve student performance. Throughout the first semester, Jourdanton, Pleasanton, and Southwest ISD
all brought teams of teachers, instructional coaches and administrators to FMS to observe and work with the 8th
grade social studies team. FMS teachers highlighted their planning process, their focused use of the IFD, content
organizational strategies, intentional use of research-based instructional practices, the Fundamental Five and
concentrated attention on rigor throughout the instructional process. 8th grade teachers Katy Kasprzyk, Kaycee
Schoenert, and Christen Cozart along with FMS Instructional Coach Charlott McReynolds took their own time to
help teachers in other districts develop their craft for the benefit of students! Teachers growing teachers – it’s good for
kids!

INNOVATION AT WORK AT FNES

In an effort to showcase innovation at work, Floresville
North Elementary identifies teachers that are inspiring
and empowering students
and videos them in the
process, providing staff an
opportunity to learn from
some of the these best
practices. Parents also get
a sneak peek at the
exciting learning taking
place in the classrooms.
There are currently 10
different videos on the
FNE web site. You can
find them under “Quick Links”.

FISD ARTIST, TEACHER SHOWCASED
Annually, the Texas House of
Representatives are invited to ask a
constituent to create a visual
representation of what makes their
District special. This year,
Representative John Kuemple asked
Wilson County
Judge, Marvin
Quinney, to choose
someone in Wilson
County to decorate
this year’s ornament. Judge Quinney
asked FHS’s own, Tambria Read. Ms.
Read’s beautiful designs will hang on the
2014 House Chamber Christmas Tree.

Doing more...“Great Things” at FISD
FRIENDS OF FLORESVILLE ISD REVITALIZED

A group of active community leaders have come together to revitalize The Friends of Floresville ISD, an
education foundation founded in 2003. The purpose of the foundation is to promote quality education by
supporting enhancements through innovative programs and initiatives. The foundation will allow teachers
to apply for grant funds for “home-grown” initiatives that directly affect their classrooms, departments or
campuses. The Friends of Floresville ISD is in the beginning stages of getting organized. Officers were
elected in December: President – Tammy Raabe, Vice-President – Stacy Meuth, Treasurer – Heather
Montgomery and Secretary – Courtney Cantu. The first grants will most likely be awarded during the
2015-2016 school year. The education foundation hopes to be a vehicle to enhance the Floresville
Independent School District’s established standards of educational excellence. It really is a great thing that
our community wants to collaborate with and support our teachers, as we all work together to prepare our
students for a prosperous life.

FNE Holiday Book Fair
North Elementary hosted their annual Holiday Book Fair
this month. FNE provided two Family Nights for parents
and students could shop, read and even visit with Santa!
The FNE staff and parent volunteers did a fantastic job
making it a fun night for kids!

FISD Declaration of Respect

Floresville Independent
School District launched
its first annual
Declaration of Respect
to promote a safe,
respectful and healthy
school environment. By
having the Board and
staff members sign the
Declaration of Respect,
we are pledging to show
respect for ourselves and
others by listening carefully to all students who seek
our help and working with other caring adults to
create a safe learning environment for all of our
students. FISD will continue to take bullying and
violence in our schools very seriously. The Board
and FISD personnel are committed to respond and
resolve these situations in a fair and timely manner.
Keeping all FISD students safe is a top priority.

Congratulations to the following FISD staff members who will be retiring this semester:

Mary Ann Ezell, Thomas Turner, Elisa Saldana, Nelda Rodriguez,Tanga Crews. Thank you for your commitment to the success
of students and to your lasting contributions to FISD. You will be missed.

FSE’s 15 Days of Gratitude

“Showing gratitude is one of the simplest yet most powerful
things humans can do for each other.” -Randy Pausch

Beginning November 3, Floresville South Elementary Staff
accepted a “15 days of Gratitude Challenge”. Each school
day during the month of November, staff members were
challenged to share something they were thankful for on our
"Gratitude Board." Within days, the board was full and
soon throughout campus notes of gratitude could be seen
everywhere.

