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Principal Butts
Will Become
Superintendent
at Ballinger ISD
in January
(Page 7)

After a decade at Argyle High School, Principal Jeff Butts announces to students that he will start as Ballinger ISD’s Superintendent in Jan. at the student class meeting in the Eagle auditorium Dec. 4, 2014 in Argyle, TX. While telling the students that he would no
longer be at Argyle HS after Dec. 22, he broke down in tears, and then students showed their appreciation by giving him a standing ovation. (Matt Garnett / The Talon News)

HS Implements the ‘Fundamental Five’ to Spur Student Learning
Evan Welsh
Senior Writing Editor

This school year, teachers
and administrators put into
place the Fundamental Five
teaching technique in order to
promote learning within the
student body. The new way of
teaching involves five ways to
help teachers engage students.
The first of the five steps
is the poster-child of the entire
technique. It is visible on teachers’ whiteboard throughout
the school: “We will, I will”. It
is part of Framing the Lesson
where students are able to see
what needs to be done for the
day and what is expected of
them. The other four techniques might not be as visible,
but are nonetheless just as important. Working in the “Power
Zone” encourages teachers to
remain mobile in the classroom
and be accessible to students.
Recognizing and Reinforcing,
the third technique, involves

the teacher positively recognizing answers and reinforcing
their validity. Another more
noticeable step is the FSGPT, or
frequent small group purposeful talk, which encourages
teachers to have students talk
to one another about what they
have learned and then transfer
these ideas into the fifth and
final step, Critical Writing,
where students write what they
learn that day, whether it be one
sentence, or a five paragraph
essay.
“The five techniques are
so fundamental to teaching,”
Assistant Principal Christy
Keck said. “Research shows
that using the five strategies are
best for learning and helping
students engage themselves in
the classroom.”
Keck believes that the
Fundamental Five are very
beneficial to students in the
learning environment, stating
that she has observed that many
students are stopping to talk

Christmas
Lights
in DFW
Christmas lights spread the joy of the season throughout
the North Texas communities in this preview of lights. (Erin
Eubanks/The Talon News)

about content, are less intimidated when asking questions,
and get much more out of class.
Alongside Keck, many teachers
feel the new strategy of teaching is beneficial to not only the
students, but to teachers as well.
“I think it’s nice that we
have a specific set of goals as
a campus to focus on instead
of having a hundred different
things we could do to improve
our teaching,” Coach Beene
said. “I think some of them
are really easy to do, like being
close to the students instead of
being at your desk, and I think
some of them can be time consuming, but it’s our job.”
Though many teachers like
the new plan, some students
are somewhat hesitant about its
implementation.
“These new procedures
would probably work best in an
English classroom, but with history, there mostly needs to be
lectures and notes and discussions,” junior Carleigh Klusman

divorce is
a real
problem
Divorce is a serious problem that affects between 40-50% of
the nation. An Argyle family speaks out on this serious issue.
(Annabel Thorpe/The Talon News)

English teacher, Terra Lyon, teaches for the class under the new Fundemental Five teaching plan. (Evan Welsh/The Talon News)

said. “So really you should just
be more flexible depending on
what your classroom is and
what the teacher is used to.”

Despite some comments
from students, it has received
an overall positive view from
teachers and faculty. One thing

is for sure, whether or not
all the steps are useful, some
provide a promising effect on
students.

Teens lack
focus in
tech era

Basketball
Season
Preview

Students continue to be absorbed in social media and this
article reviews the various addtictions related to its use. (Caleb
Miles/The Talon News)

Boys and number one state ranked girls basketball gets underway and the teams have high hopes for the season. (Stacy
Short/The Talon News)
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E m i n e m R e l e a s e s S H A DY X V, P r o v i d e s
‘Fulfilling Music al Exp erience’
Matt Davenport
Senior Writing Editor
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Marshall Mathers, a.k.a
Eminem, released his latest album SHADYXV three days before
Thanksgiving. This album is a
compilation of Shady Records’
fifteenth year of existence. The
album contains twelve new songs
featuring Eminem and other
Shady Records’ artists, such as
Royce Da 5’9, Skylar Grey, Slaughterhouse, and D12. The second
disc consists of 16 greatest hits by
the studio’s artists, including well
known songs like “Lose Yourself ”
by Eminem, “Pop The Trunk” by
Yelawolf, and “My Band” by D12.
For those hoping for another
angry album like Recovery in
2009, or an attempted return to
his classical style of rap in The
Marshall Mathers LP2, SHADYXV is not what you might expect.
There are definite similarities to
both albums, but the focus shifts
away from Eminem in an attempt
to feature some of Shady Records›
lesser known artists.
Eminem starts off the album
with a five minute free style similar to the popular “So Far” from

2013 and the free style “Untitled”
that ended Recovery. Noticeable
in this first song and throughout
the album, Eminem returned to
dissing pop culture icons after
lamenting how out of touch he
has become since the release of
the LP2 last year. Celebrities like
Zach Galifianakis, Nicki Minaj,
and Iggy Azalea are burned
throughout the album.
The most popular single from
the album, “Guts Over Fear”
featuring Sia, and the six minute
collaboration “Detroit Vs. Everybody” take listeners into the
mind of Eminem, highlighting
his personal fears and motivations for continuing to rap. Fans
that adored songs like “Love the
Way You Lie” and “Beautiful
Pain” will enjoy the new tracks
“Die Alone” featuring Kobe and
“Twisted” featuring Skylar Grey
and Yelawolf.
Mathers also reverts back to
some of his darker lyrics in “Bane”,
featuring the rest of D12, and
“Vegas”, featuring Royce Da 5’9,
which contains the controversial
Iggy Azalea reference that provided hype to the album mere days

before its release.
This album isn’t for those who
want an easy-listening track as
Eminem and his colleagues take
the challenge of rapping creative
lyrics at an outrageous speed to
a whole new level. But, for those

fans that are patient enough to
really listen to the lyrics and
translate the double meanings,
they are in for a fulfilling musical
experience that is perfect for car
rides, workouts, and venting after
a stressful day.

Mockingjay Part 1 Offers Intensity, Prepares Way
For Ultimate Battle in Final Hunger Games Film
Taylor Klusman | Design Editor
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‘The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay Part 1’ stars
Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss Everdeen and Liam
Hemsworth as Gale. With
the ending coming near, all
most at the theater wanting
fans of the ‘Hunger Games’
to know the fate of Peeta
series know how depressing (Josh Hutcherson) and what
‘Mockingjay’ is.
the capitol had in store for
With the revolt of the
him.
people against the capitol,
In ‘Mockingjay’, Peeta’s
the movie does not shy away predicament is one of the
from the loss of innocence
most devastating topics of
and the maniacal ways of
the whole movie; showing
President Snow. Taylor KlusmanPeeta
in a very
frail
state,
| Senior
Design
Editor
The jaw dropping cliff
defending the war against
hanger of ‘Catching Fire’ left the protesters while begging

protagonist, Katniss,
to stop her propaganda.
This was the
most interesting part of the
film, making the rest of the
two hours a slow and tedious process of preparation
for the epic battle to come
in Mockingjay part two. The
trend for making the last
film of a great series (Harry
Potter, Twilight, etc.) into
two parts did not need to
apply to the Hunger Games.
Simply making this movie
a bit longer and condens-

ing the information would
have made a more interesting and upbeat (in the most
depressing way) film.
The movie
was beautifully
shot, expertly
casted, and
wonderfully
designed, but
falling asleep
due to slight
boredom is a
bi-product of
Mockingjay.

Do you want photos
of yourself like this?
Go to thetalonnews.com/
GoPhoto

@thetalonnews

Become a Go-Photo Member!

www.youtube.com/thetalonnews

Members of our
Go-Photo program receive many benefits.
First and foremost, each
Go-Photo member
will receive the best 25
photos of their son/
daughter over the course
of a semester. This
includes classroom photos, pep rallies, athletic events, band performances, or any other event they are involved with at Argyle High School. The second major benefit our members
receive is discounted printing costs. Although digital downloads are free, some parents opt to also have their photos printed through our professional lab
affiliates. Imagine professionally printed 4x6’s for only 75¢ or 12x18’s for only $7.95. Also, all proceeds from the Go-Photo program funnels back into Argyle’s
journalism program, who are responsible for @TheTalonNews on both Instagram and Twitter. So become a Go-Photo member, sit in the stands, and enjoy
watching your kids grow up. We’ll be on the sideline making sure you have the best photos to remember them with!

The Talon is the offical, student-run publication of Argyle HS. Its contents and views are produced by the student newspaper staff and do not represent the opinions of the school adminstration, faculty, school board, or Argyle ISD. Signed guest
columns and letters to the editor are subject for editing fo length, libel, obscenity, and poor taste. Submissions should be sent at http://thetalonnews.com/submit-a-story/
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Divorce
Annabel Thorpe
Managing Editor

Defeated. Torn. She
walked downstairs to the
‘family’ dinner party looking
everywhere for her dad. She
went outside to where the men
were sitting, but her father
was nowhere to be found. She
watched as her friends sat on
their dads’ laps while she stood
alone in her own home.
“I expected my dad to be
there,” she said. “But, he wasn’t,
and he won’t be.”
A teenager, by the name
of Student A, has endured the
painful experience of divorce.
Many children around the
world suffer from the disintegration of their parents’ marriage along with the anguish it
brings. This fast growing issue
is affecting approximately 40%
to 50% of marriages in the
United States according to the
American Psychological Association.
Student A’s parents
separated on Jan. 22, 2012,
and then officially divorced a
few months later on June 5,
2012. By lacking ‘that model
relationship that everyone can
look up to’, Student A’s idea
of marriage was immediately
shattered.
“I had always said that
my parents were the hope I
had that love still existed,” the
student said. “That was the
hardest part. The idea of love I
still had hoped for got demolished. I didn’t believe in love
and was very bitter about the
idea of it.”
Student A’s mom and dad
believe telling her was one of
the most difficult hurdles to
cover because of the initial lack
of openness.

“

The idea of
love I still
had hoped for got
demolished.”
“That was one of the worst
nights,” her mom said. “She sat
there and listened to us, then
about 5 or 10 minutes after we
had explained that it was going
to be okay, she looked at us,
didn’t show much emotion at
all, and said ‘Okay, can I go upstairs now?’. That was so hard
to hear because I wanted her to
open up. I wanted her to cry. I

feature - 3
The Story of a Grief-Stricken Student’s Life
Through Her Parents Separation

to spend Christmas day with
you’. I actually forced them
found in her mom and
to come together and had my
dad’s relationship.
mom and dad’s side come over
“I felt like I was holding
to watch me open presents. I
wanted her to let us be there
together such a miserable
made breakfast for everyone
for her, but she had no desire
thing,” she said.
then went to my dad’s house
for that.”
Another individual
because I wanted to be with
After the news was reentered the picture when the
my actual blood family.”
leased, Student A thought of
student’s mother remarried
After her first Christmas
herself as ‘the only one being
on Feb. 28, 2014. The accepwith a broken family, another
hurt’. This caused many probtance of a different male figure
problem was on the horizon.
lems in her relationships.
caused many challenges for the
Studies have shown that as di“I felt like I needed to
student. She had to accept ‘that
vorce rates increase,
place blame somethere is a rise in
where,” the student
teenage depression.
said. “I also felt like
A generation ago,
they had lied to me.
2% of teenagers
I had a time where I
were deemed dewould be mad at my
pressed. That nummom and then mad
ber has increased
at my dad because I
to 23% according
kept trying to make
to Today’s Modern
up ways to blame
Family. Student A
somebody. I felt like
fell to the 23%.
I had lost touch with
“I thought it was
both of my parents.”
my parents fault for
Losing the sense
a long time causing
of family caused
the depression,”
Student A to ‘close
she said. “What I
down’ interactions,
went through with
especially with her famy depression
ther. Fortunately, her
was mainly an
mother wished to see
insecurity of I’m not
their bond remain
pretty enough. I’m
intact, even though
not good enough.
traveling between
I’m not anything.
households placed a
The divorce was
strain on all parties.
definitely that
“I wanted her to
breaking point. I
go to her dad’s and
still struggle with
to keep that relationthat sometimes, and
ship, but I remember
I worry if I will be
her not wanting to
enough for someone
go,” her mom said.
to love.”
“I pushed her to,
Some of the
but it was hard for
anxiety and depresme to know it was
sion resulted from
causing her distress.
Divorce
affects
‘approximately
40%
to
50%
of
families
in
the
US.
The
above
photo
portrait
represents
the constant quesI think it came from
the feelings of abandonment that many students associate with being the child of a divorced parents.
tioning of mother and
the fact that her whole (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)
father.
world was shifting. She
“My parents were putting
believed, up until that day, that he made my mom a lot happier so she wanted me to spend it
all their attention into me and
her parents weren’t ever going
than my dad did’. In the begin- with his family and his kids,
trying to figure out if I was
but I wanted to spend it with
to divorce. It was a shifting of
ning, it was difficult to see
okay,” the student said. “I kept
MY family. It was really hard
a foundation that she thought
the situation from a different
saying I was fine, but I wasn’t.
having to choose because part
she had, but it wasn’t reality.”
perspective.
Everyone was attacking me at
of me wanted to be with my
Although it was difficult
“I wouldn’t talk to him,”
once, so I felt very alone but
mom, but I really wanted to
for Student A to accept the
the student said. “He tried
also very crowded.”
be
with
my
actual
family.
I
separation, she had an idea
to have a relationship with
felt really alone because I was
that divorce was nearing due
me, and I would not let him
divided.”
to her parents’ lack of physical
because he wasn’t my dad. I
I felt very alone
A lot of strain was placed
connection.
think it was too hard for me
but also very
on the student from different
“I started to realize as I
to accept my mom could love
crowded.”
family members during the
got older that what my parents somebody else more than she
Christmas season.
had was not love at all, just a
“loved” my dad because I put
In order to handle the
“There was so much presrelationship that had become
so much hope in their relationoverwhelming situations, the
sure both ways,” she said. “My
routine,” she said. “I never
ship.”
student found aspects in her
dad’s side of the family really
saw them kiss or hold hands
The quick transition from
life that kept her grounded.
wanted
me
with
them,
and
or even talk. I could see that
having her father present
“The most vital thing was
they made that very clear by
wasn’t what love was.”
to another man being there
first my friends and second my
saying stuff like ‘I come once
Student A placed responcaused tension in at home.
music,” she said. “I wouldn’t
a year, and I’m not even going
sibility on herself for the pain
“For about a week or
two, she was pretty quiet and
pretty cold,” her mom said.
“She was numb and resolved
to be numb. She was trying to
say ‘just because you love him
doesn’t mean I will’.”
The holiday season proved
to be strenuous on the newly
forming family.
“Christmas was really
hard last year without a full
family,” the student said. “My
mom was with this new man,

“

have made it through without
those two things.”

“

I worry if I will
be enough for
someone to love.”

Student A searched for
ways to escape her ‘world of
divorce’. Through her artistic
abilities, she was able to find
lyrical inspiration.
“Music was my outlet,”
the student said. “One of my
favorite songs I have ever
written was about the divorce.
The chorus said ‘broken fragile
on the verge of tears, trying
to handle all my fears, and
minute by minute I live my life
answering the same questions
with ‘I’m fine’. I hadn’t written
a real song until then.”
When a child is raised
in a broken home, the likelihood of their future relationships ending in divorce is two
to three times higher than a
child growing up in a nonseparated home according to
studies shown by Dr. Judith S.
Wallerstien. It can cause love
to become an idea instead of
an attainable emotion.
“I’m sure I will still be happy, find love, and get married,
but I will always have a guard
up,” the student said. “Part
of me still sees marriage as a
temporary thing even though
people say ‘for better for worse,
in sickness and health’. They
say they’ll be married forever,
but I don’t know any couples
that are genuinely happy
anymore. I know there can be
love, but I don’t believe there is
one true love anymore.”
Although there is a lot
of uncertainty when looking
to the future, the student has
found a positive perspective.
“Just because something
doesn’t work out doesn’t mean
it’s the end,” she said. “I know
it’s cliché, but it’s true. My
mom and dad are the happiest they have ever been, and
after all of this, I have a better
relationship with both of them.
I realized that I could make
something good from this situation. It is hard, and some days
I feel like quitting, but I can get
through this with my family.”
The family’s name will not be released in
order to protect their identity.
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The end of a dynasty

Jeff Butts to leave argyle, take over as supt. Jan. 5
By Annabel Thorpe | Managing Editor

He walked off stage with tears in his eyes, leaving behind his ten-year legacy.
“It is going to be tough to leave here,” he said. “That’s because of the students. The
community. It is the commitment to excellence here. The students are so driven to be
successful in whatever it is they want to be successful at.”
Principal Jeff Butts announced his departure from the high school during the class
meeting on Dec. 4. Butts has accepted the role as superintendent for Ballinger School
District and will officially leave Argyle Dec. 22.
“I knew some day I wanted to be superintendent,” Butts said. “As a high school
principal, you have an effect on the kids, but you don’t have an affect on the lower
grades. That’s what the challenge is each day I come to work, to try and get better at
things. That’s what I want to go do for a school district.”
When Butts announced his departure at the student meeting, he gained his
fondest moment from Argyle.
“There have been so many memories, but one of my favorites has to be the
morning with the standing ovation from the student body,” he said. “It meant so much
because it showed the level of appreciation.”
The future superintendent sees difficulties ahead, but is excited to
have reached ‘the highest level of leadership you can achieve’.
“I think it is going to be a challenge, but through
challenges in life is how a person grows,” Butts
said. “This is going to be my opportunity to grow
professionally. I am very blessed to have gotten
this job, but it’s a bittersweet feeling. Leaving
here is one of the toughest things I have done
in 27 years of education.”
When people look back on his legacy,
Butts hopes people view him as a
‘successful principal’.
“Success means you have a
place you feel safe and cared for,”
he said. “That’s what I hope
people think about when they
think about me, not all the
state championships, but
how students feel about
this school is the most
important thing to me.
It has been a privilege
to be a part of this great
school.”

Principal Jeff Butts addresses the study body of AHS during
the Max Preps Championship Awards ceremony after the
football team won the state championship in 2013. (Matt
Garnett / Thet Talon News)

Jeff Butts celebrates with the Argyle ISD administration after the football team’s state championship victory at AT&T Stadium over the Fairfield Eagles on Dec. 20th, 2013. This was Butts
second time to step on the AT&T field for an Arrgyle state championship football game. (Matt
Garnett/The Talon News)

Jeff Butts congratulates Cole Hedlund for his years of hard work at Argyle HS at the 2014 graduation on June 4th, 2014 at Super Pit, University of North Texas. Butts wears the beads that each class
member gifted him with during the ceremony, a tradition started years ago to honor the spirit of
the senior prank. (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)

Can Focus, Technology Coexist?

Chad Lyle
Social Media Editor

Productivity has undergone a sonic change over the
years. Pens used to click, typewriter keys used to hammer
away, and paper used to crinkle. Now, phones beep, tablets
hum, and overworked hard
drives growl in resistance.
The sound of productivity has
changed. The meaning, the
definition of productivity has
changed. Drastically.
With new products come
new sounds, new feelings,
and new experiences. New
inventions and advancements
in technology are ushered for-

ward daily in order to make
us more productive; however,
students use social media for
other reasons as well.
“I use social media to see
what my friends are up to,”
freshman Tanner Bubeck said,
“but also to get ideas for fun
projects”.
The problem with advancements in technology is
that for every productive use
of a new product, there are ten
other ways to use it unproductively. There will always
be a game of Flappy Bird or
Fun Run anxiously waiting
for us to stop in our tracks
and return to the game. There

will always be a new Tweet or
Snapchat waiting to be seen
by tired eyes.
Out of 153 AHS students
surveyed, only six of them
said that they did not have
a social media account, but
students have varying reasons
for using their media.
“I enjoy seeing the comedic aspect of the Internet,”
said Megan Manos, Senior.
The sound of productivity has changed because
most of the time, people just
aren’t that productive anymore. Phones beep to alert a
high score, tablets vibrate as
they send a string of tweets,
and our computers overwork
themselves trying to load
online games in the workplace
or at school.
People still get things
done, but at a much slower
rate than before. Productivity
used to mean that one could
achieve a number of tasks in
a small amount of time, but
now being productive is just
the act of simply doing something.

“The Distraction Addiction”, by author Alex SoojungKim Pang, references a state of
mind known as “The Monkey
Mind”, defined as s a mind
filled with noise, incapable of
focusing or retaining a long
attention span. In the digital
age, humans have adapted a
sort of monkey mind. We can
never focus for too long without picking up our phones, or
cradling our beloved electronic devices. From the Talon
News survey, 92 students (out
of 153) said that they used
social media after 6 PM.
“I’ll use social media
when I need a distraction
from homework sometimes,”
senior Sofia Shubert said, “or
just to let my mind rest for a
few minutes”.
So the question is this: is
it possible for human beings
to regain the art of productivity without completely doing
away with the devices that we
use so often as a crutch for
our daily lives? Students need
to learn to put their phones
down, even when the next
viral cat video is just a tap
away, and take a breath, and
just focus.

Jeff Butts and Dr. Wright display the Lone Star Cup Trophy
during half-time of the opening game, where Argyle went on
to clench another football victory on Aug. 30th, 2013 against
Abilene Wylie. (Matt Garnett / The Talon News)

Jeff Butts leads his daughter and the graduating class of 2014 in the ‘senior clap
out’ as they head to the Rose Ceremony in the Argyle HS gym, where seniors ‘cut
the ties’ for the last time while on the campus on June 4th, 2014. (Evan Welsh / The
Talon News)

Jeff Butts delivers his traditional opening speech to students for the 2012-13
school year at the auditorium on Aug. 28. Butts set a standard for opening school
sessions on ‘the right path’ to set up for a successful school year. (Matt Garnett /
The Talon News)
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Erin Eubanks | Photographer and Evan Welsh | Senior Writing Editor

Christmas time brings many traditions.
Between decorating the tree and building gingerbread houses, there are so many different
aspects that make the holiday enticing. One
aspect that perhaps brings the most cheer are

the Christmas lights that line houses around
the country. This tradition started in the early
1900s as a way to add more festivity to a building and show the way for Santa and his team
to find destinations in the dark. In its origins,

only businesses would hang up Christmas
lights because they were too expensive for
households to buy. But as technology advanced
and became more affordable, Christmas lights
became a staple of the residential home for

the holidays. Today, Christmas lights are more
than just a decoration; they are a competition
as neighborhoods, like the one below in Grand
Prairie, compete to have the best lights around.

A star dazzles brightly above a Christmas tree of lights. (Erin Eubanks/The Talon News

Top Left: The Lone Star State shines brightly at the drive-through light show n Grand Prairie, Texas Middle Left: Santa Clause
waves joyfully to passersby at a house in Denton, Texas. Bottom Left: Radiant lights suround cars as they pass through the tunnel in the Grand Prairie light show in Grand Prairie, Texas. Top Right: A star bedecked tree shines brightly on the walking path of
the Grand Prairie light show. Middle Right: Lines of candy canes sweeten the view at the display of lights in Denton, Texas . (Erin
Eubanks/The Talon News)
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Boys Basketball Prepares for Oncoming Season with New Coach

Senior Jonathan Davis (25) attempts to pass the ball against a Liberty Christian Warrior Nov. 18, 2014 at Argyle High School. (Christopher Piel / The Talon News)

Matt Davenport
Senior Writing Editor

Football season is coming
to a close, but another one of
Argyle’s favorite sports has begun as the Eagle’s varsity boys
basketball team start their
season. This year, the team
has made several changes in
both roster and philosophy,
all stemming from their new
head coach, Russell Perkins.
After Coach King’s
promotion to vice principal,
the school made the personel
change to Coach Perkins,
who’s team officially started
their season in early Oct.
“Practices have been going as good as can be expected,” Perkins said. “There’s
a whole bunch of new stuff
we’re trying to do. The kids
have been very receptive, and
they’ve been working hard to
try to get ready. We’re trying
to build the stuff that’s going
to be good in January and
February.”
A noticeable change in
practice this season is the
pace, as the players have put

in a lot of extra conditioning
to start the year.
“They’re really intense
and there’s a lot of motion
without any waiting,” senior
Jonathan Davis said. “We get
a lot of reps in, everybody is
working hard, so there isn’t a
lot of wasted time.”
Seniors like Davis and
Joseph Clayton hope to be
good examples for some of
the younger potential on the
team. The sophomores and juniors will be relied on to make
plays and provide depth as the
season unfolds.
“Nathan Priddy has done
really well in the off-season,”
Clayton said. “I think him
and David Davis are the two
younger guys that have really
shown up. They’ve shown that
they can play at a different
level all summer and they’ve
worked hard to earn a spot on
this team.”
Eagles are used to winning in all their endeavors,
so it’s understandable that
coaches and players are excited about the season.
“We don’t have to improve

on a lot because they’ve been
so successful here in Argyle
with what Coach King did,”
Perkins said. “Argyle is just
successful in everything, but
we graduated a lot of our
defensive kids that played really good defense, so we spent
a lot of time in the fall trying
to get better defensively and
we’re going to try to continue
to do that.”
To try and offset some of
those losses, the coaching staff
has changed their defensive
schemes from last year and
now spend a generous portion
of practice drilling the techniques.
“A lot of our defensive
rules are different this year,”
Davis said. “Last year where
we might have denied the ball
with Coach King, we play in
a different set now. We guard
the post differently now. We
have presses and zones that
we can go into if we need to.”
Another new tradition
Coach Perkins has installed
is Wonderful Wednesdays,
a weekly conditioning ritual
during the off-season that

many players described as the
hardest they’d ever practiced.
His goal is to not only build
conditioning, but also team
chemistry.
“Any time you go through
a trial with anybody it brings
you closer, so hopefully this
brings us closer,” Perkins said.
“As games get harder, practices get tougher, they’ll know
they’ve earned the right to be
successful and hopefully it’ll
be a positive thing.”
Overall, this is still an offensive team, but they are continuing to focus on defense,
per their coach’s philosophy.
“If we can create open
shots for people then we have
the kids who can knock those
shots down,” Perkins said.
“We’re not as good against
teams that really pressure
us because we can’t do some
of the things we need to do
against that yet. That’s when
it comes back to chemistry,
knowing where everyone is
going to be and things like
that. You win more games
defensively than you do offensively, so I tell our players

‘Offense comes and goes but
defense always shows.’”
One thing Coach Perkins
has really preached to his
players is ‘fearlessness’ and
that extends to all phases of
the game.
“Coach’s big thing is to
control the things we can
control like effort, aggressiveness, diving on loose balls,”
Davis said. “There’s no excuse
for not doing those things. If
we can do that it will make the
things we can’t control a lot
easier to overcome.”
Fearlessness is also part of
the chant the team breaks out
to every day in practice. To
a bystander, the word ‘flight’
might sound random, but the
acronym epitomizes what they
are trying to be as a unit.
“Play Fearlessly,” Perkins
said.” we want to be extremely
Loyal to our teammates, we
want to have Integrity by
doing the right things when
no one’s looking, we want to
have Gratitude because we’re
just blessed to be able to do
what we do, and we want to

be extremely Humble by not
thinking less of ourselves but
thinking of ourselves less.”
Those attributes are
drilled into the players everyday, and they work very hard
with those in mind. However,
it’s the last letter that may
matter the most.
“The ‘t’ stands for Together, we have to play together,”
Perkins said. “So that’s what
those letters mean and we
want to continually remind
ourselves of how important
those things are to our program.”
As always, this season
means a little more to the
strong senior leaders on the
team, and they’re driven just a
little more to go out and try to
bring home a trophy.
“This is senior year, so
this is it.” Davis said. “I gotta
put everything out there so we
can go as far as we can. I want
to get to the state tournament,
and I don’t want us to end on
a loss.”

Junior Mark Pfohl (15) accends to the goal against Liberty Christian Nov. 18 at Argyle
High School. (Christopher Piel / The Talon News)

Girl’s Basketball Team Prepares, Hopes for State Championship Run
Jocelyn Pierce
Reporter

It’s that time of the
year again, and Argyle
Lady Eagles head coach
Skip Townsend is

preparing his team to
make the state tournament
once again.
Last year, the Lady
Eagles had a record of 32-

Bottom Left: Senior Delaney Sain (15) goes up for a layup as she faces a Wylie
Wildcat Nov. 18 at Argyle High School. Middle Right: Brittany Hamilton (11)
drives to the goal against the Wylie Wildcats Nov. 18 at Argyle High School.
(Stacy Short / The Talon News)

2, coming up five points
short in the state final to
Waco La Vega. This year
they plan on advancing
one step further and
taking the state title.
“I expect we’re going
to be one of the hardest
playing teams in the state,”
Townsend said. “We’re
gonna work hard every
day, commit to it, and
show a lot of character on
and off the court every day
in practices and games.”
The team was
fortunate enough to have
three of their five starters
make First Team All-State
during the 2013-14 season
in Vivian Gray, Jesse
Sheridan, and Delaney
Sain.
The Argyle Lady
Eagles participated in
several tournaments
last year including the
Whataburger tournament
and several others, with
plans to continue the
intensity this year.
The motto for this year
is ‘Take the 3’, meaning
taking the gold at the
district championship,
regional championship,
and state championship,
giving the girls different
goals to reach to make
their way to the top.
The UIL Texas State
basketball championships
have been held at the
University of Texas at
Austin at Frank Erwin

Center every year since
1978. However, UIL has
made a decision to move
it to the San Antonio
Alamodome this year.
“I have mixed
feelings about it, but
there’s lots more things
to do in San Antonio,”
Townsend said. “As
far as the spectator is
concerned, it’ll be better
and not as crowded.”
It’s not just the
coaching staff who are
more than excited for
playoffs around the
corner. The seniors of
the 2014-15 season are
wanting to go out with a
bang on their high school
career.
“This season our team
has a lot of potential and
one goal we focus on is to
just get better everyday,”
senior Jesse Sheridan said.
“After coming so close to
winning state last year, we
are working really hard to
hopefully get the gold.”
Delaney Sain, one of
the four seniors on the
team, and Fort Lewis
University in Colorado
commit is anxious to fulfll
the “Take the 3” motto.
“From my freshman to
senior year the team has
improved by a lot,” Sain
said. “I feel like we’re an
even better team this year
and we can most definitely
reach our goals.”
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Holiday Expenses Soar

Christmas trees represent the
materialism associated with the
holidays. (Photo illustration
by Taylor Klusman and Clarissa
Medrano / The Talon News)
Brayden Ratcliff
Reporter

Tis the season to be
extravagant. The holidays
are approaching again, which
means families may experience
financial and emotional stress.
However, families can resort to
a more modest and traditional
season to ease their bank accounts.
“I’ve heard of people paying double the price of toys on
eBay because they were sold out

at every store,” junior Sarah
Llewellyn said. “It’s crazy to
think we as a society stress
over such small things.”
Americans are expected
to spend more than 600 billion dollars on Christmas this
year, according to the National Retail Federation. Each
adult American will spend
an average of $781, which is a
jump from the $704 last year.
“Our society gets caught
up in the whole gift giving,”
teacher Mary Betzhold said.
“It’s upsetting to think some
families take on a lot of stress
financially just to buy gifts for
Christmas.”
Christmas has different
meanings for different people
around the world. While the
origins and celebration of
Christmas are disputed, many
see it as a chance to be with
loved ones.
“Christmas is a time to be
with friends and family,” sophomore Madalyn Williams said. “I
think that’s why so many people
celebrate it.”
For the Betzhold family, it
is a time for traditions.
“We always go up to see the

kids’ grandparents,” Betzhold
said. “We read in the Bible
about the birth of Jesus, and
also laugh at whoever is chosen
to read ‘The Night Before
Christmas.’”
With Christmas becoming
a very commercialized holiday,
many aspects of the season
go under-appreciated or are
prioritized second to gifts and
preparations.
“While it’s cool seeing
pretty lights and decorations,”
sophomore Erin Riley said, “I
wish people didn’t take family
for granted.”
Although some families in
the community struggle financially, there are other ways to
give in an inexpensive manner.
“If you don’t have that
much money to spend,”
Betzhold said, “you can be creative and give more gifts from
the heart, maybe more things
you make yourself.”
The holidays can be stressful and cause us to overlook
what is truly important.
“I think people need to
focus less on the material aspects of Christmas, like getting
presents,” Llewellyn said, “and

more on giving back to the
community and helping others
that don’t have as much as we
do.”
While it’s easy to get

wrapped up in the commercialized holiday, Riley, like many
others, understands the true
gift of the season.
“If we could think more

about spending time with family and helping others,” Riley
said, “I think we can really
make Christmas a meaningful
experience for everyone.”
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