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Message from the

SUPERINTENDENT
As we
reach
the end
of the
school
year,
please
accept
my
Dr. KEVIN L. SUCHINSKI
thanks
for your support and dedication over this past year. I am
honored to be part of the
Hillside School Family and
had a great year getting to
know so many wonderful
families. I am very proud
to be part of this caring
community.
It has been a busy and
productive year for Hillside
School and its students,
and this edition of Hillside
Headlines highlights our
students’ achievements.
Over the summer, please
continue to visit our website: www.hillside93.org.
Thank you for your dedication in working with us on
behalf of the children.
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Opportunities for LEARNING and RECOGNITION

T

hroughout the entire year, Hillside
School students have many unique
opportunities to enhance learning
and to excel. Here’s a look at just a few:

New! Kid Explorer Club
Enrichment Program
New this summer! Hillside School is piloting a comprehensive reading enrichment
program for students in pre-kindergarten
through grade six. The Kid Explorer Club
Summer Camp is fun, age-appropriate learning, with guaranteed results, that is targeted
to each student’s specific learning challenges. The program is recommended by the
Illinois State Board of Education.

Certified reading coaches will teach the Kid
Explorer Club. Highlights will include English
Language immersion field trips, parent
seminars and classes, a free Explorer Club
Mobile App, healthy snacks and meals, and
transportation.
The program also rewards students and
parents for their participation. Based upon
attendance, all pre-K students are eligible to
receive a free iPad, and students in grades
K-6 will be able to choose fun reading from
6,000 free ibooks. Parents may qualify to
earn VISA reward cards.

The Kid Explorer Club will meet Monday
through Friday at Hillside School beginning
Tuesday, July 5, through Friday, August 26,
and offer a full-day program (8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.), and a half-day program
(8:00 a.m. to noon).

The full-day program is $30 per day, and
the half-day program is $15 per day. Free or
reduced tuition is available for low income
and other qualifying families. For more
information, or to enroll, parents should
call the Kid Explorer Club at (773) 672-7492,
ext. 1, or visit the Summer Camp links on
the district website: www.hillside93.org.

All learning is aligned with the requirements of the new Common Core Learning
Standards. The staff to student ratio is
just one to eight, perfect for individualized
attention.

After the summer, Hillside School educators
will review feedback and the results of the
summer Kid Explorer Club with the objective
of implementing it as an after-school
program during the school year.

We wish you a wonderful
summer and look forward
to seeing our students on
the first day of school,
Monday, August 29, which
will be a full day.

JENNIFER MCGUIRE,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
CYNTHIA WAGNER,
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM
SARAH JOHNSON-MILLON,
BUSINESS MANAGER

CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

Congratulations, GRADUATES

On Monday, June 6, sixty eighth-grade
students took center stage for the Class
of 2016 graduation ceremony. Donaven
Craddock, who had the highest grade
point average in the class, and is also this
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski,
year’s School Citizen of the Year (see
Superintendent
page 2), was recognized with the
DR. KEVIN L. SUCHINSKI,
2016 Academic Excellence Award.
HILLSIDE SUPERINTENDENT
Congratulations to the Hillside School
DISTRICT 93
STEVEN BOGREN,
PRINCIPAL
Class of 2016 and to their families:

School • Families • Community

NUMBER 3

Filberto Abad, Gael Alfaro, Janiya
Allen, Madison Allen, Jasmin Arnold,
Fabiana Arreaza, Alexandro Ayala,

Jessica Balslew, Reece
Barthold, Brianna Blue,
William Boone, Seth
Burger, Eduardo Cardenas,
Alejandro Castillo,
Kristina Ceballos, Joanna
Cervantes, Vanessa Chairez,
DONAVEN CRADDOCK
Samanatha Chavez,
Donaven Craddock, Johnetta Crawford, Damian
Evans, Jared Felix, Aliya Fleming, LaDaiyjah
Floyd, Jessica Gamboa, Antonae Glenn, Vetsaidy
Gomez, Charles Harper, Shaun’Unique Harris,
Anthony Hill, Imani Hobbs-Bowden,
CONTINUES ON PAGE 4
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STEM Fusion Curriculum
Hillside School District 93, in partnership with the Illinois Math and
Science Academy, will offer a semester-long STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) Fusion class to
students in grades five through eight
beginning in the fall. The class will be
in addition to the semester class of
art and music. The STEM curriculum is
inquiry-based, problem centered, and
integrative. The Stem Fusion learning experiences will focus on helping
students “learn how to learn” through
logic, mathematical thinking and experimental scientific thinking. Topics will
relate to the students’ lives, which will
help arouse their curiosity and increase
their motivation to learn in math and
science. “We are excited about this
opportunity for our students and look
forward to expanding the program in
the years to come,” stated Dr. Kevin
Suchinski, Superintendent.

Chorus Goes to State
At the district-level Illinois Grade School
Music Association’s (IGSMA) Choral
Music Festival, judges awarded the
Hillside Concert Chorus the highest
score, a First Division ranking, qualifying them for the 2016-17 State IGSMA
Choral Festival. On April 23 at the
State Choral Festival in Tinley Park,
the Hillside Concert Chorus performed
“Shalom Chaverim,” an Israeli ballad,
and “Winter Troika Ride,” an up-tempo
Russian melody. “The students were so
excited toKELSEY
participate
DOLAN, in this event they
ENGINEER
didn’t mind coming
to Hillside School
at 6:30 a.m. to catch the bus to the
festival. Despite the early call, we had
perfect attendance,” said Louise Kelly,
junior high music teacher. There are 54
fifth- through eighth-grade students in
the Hillside Concert Chorus. The chorus
also qualified for the state festival
two years ago.

Speech and Drama Festival
The Hillside School Speech and Drama
Team earned second place in the
regional West 40 Speech and Drama
Festival on February 27. The team performed in 10 groups, and each group
received a first place score and ribbon! “The students worked very hard
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to memorize their scripts and to read
with expression,” said Hillside School
Principal Steven Bogren. Reading
Teacher Meghan Dvorak coordinated
the team, and many teachers served
as coaches.

School Citizen of the Year
Eighth-grade student Donaven

Craddock is the recipient of this year’s
School Citizen of the Year (SCOTY)
Award. West 40, a state agency that
offers support to schools in the West
Cook region, sponsors the annual
SCOTY Awards. Each school in the
region can nominate one student for
the award. SCOTY recipients are good
role models for other students and
good school citizens. Donaven is also
the Class of 2016 Academic Excellence
award recipient, with the highest grade
point average in the Class of 2016.
Congratulations to Donaven!

continues from p. 1

participated in the day long event,
which showcased more than 525
pieces of art in a variety of mediums.
The student artists were available to
answer questions about their work.
Local professional artists provided feedback, and members of the Oak Park
Art League led live art demonstrations.
“This art show is a great opportunity
for our students to display their work.
We have many talented artists and this
was just a sampling of their talents,”
said Hillside School Art Teacher Alicia
Higgins-Kinane.

WSCAE
Art Expo
Eleven talented
students in
grades K-8
were selected
by Hillside
School to display their art
in the second
annual West
Suburban
Consortium
for Academic
Excellence
(WSCAE)
ELEVEN TALENTED HILLSIDE
SCHOOL STUDENTS EXHIBYoung Artists’
ITED THEIR ARTWORK AT THE
Show, held at
WSCAE ART EXPO IN OAK PARK.
the Cheney
Mansion in Oak Park on April 23.
Students from 14 school districts

STUDENTS PRESENTED THEIR ORIGINAL WORKS AT THE ANNUAL
POETRY SLAM.

Poetry Slam
On May 19, the thirteenth annual
Poetry Slam took place at Hillside
School. About 100 selected students
in grades K-8 presented their original
poems at student assemblies during
the day, and again at a special evening

performance for parents and other family
members.
All Hillside School students composed
poems in their classrooms during
National Poetry Month in April. Teachers
selected students from each grade to
perform their original works.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 3

JUNIOR HIGH MUSIC TEACHER LOUISE KELLY AND THE HILLSIDE SCHOOL CONCERT CHORUS.
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DEDICATED STAFF MEMBER To Retire

J
JOANNE MARTORELLI

oanne Martorelli, who has served the
district for 27 years, will retire on
September 30. Mrs. Martorelli is the
business office secretary. She also is responsible for accounts payable, processing bills,
ordering supplies, maintaining attendance,
reviewing and calculating work hours for time
card staff, and more.

u

community

BUSINESS PARTNERS
WANTED!
Hillside School is searching for local
businesses and entrepreneurs to
develop a committee that will work
with the superintendent to help

She has held this position for 24 years. During her first three years
of employment with the district, she was the school receptionist.

support students and engage in col-

Mrs. Martorelli’s involvement with the district began in 1985 as
a parent, when her son Christopher started attending kindergarten at Hillside School. (He went on to graduate from the school.)
She served as the secretary of both the PTO board and the band
board. As a stay-at-home mom, she had the opportunity to
volunteer at school for whatever was needed.

should contact the superintendent,

When she interviewed for employment with the district, she
remembers being told that Hillside School was a family. “It has
always been that to me,” Mrs. Martorelli stated. “During these
27 years there have been ups and downs in my life, but I have
always known that the Hillside staff would be there for me.”
Mrs. Martorelli will keep busy doing things she enjoys, including
making crafts, shopping, and spending time with friends. She and
her husband, Ken, who have been married for 40 years, will continue their active social lives, and spend time with son Christopher,
and daughter-in-law Alison. “We have had many vacations, and
I’m sure there will be many more in our future,” she remarked.
“I feel very fortunate to be able to retire, and look forward to the
new journey that awaits me.”

Opportunities for LEARNING
and RECOGNITION continues from p. 2
Pajama Reading Night
In March, Literacy
Week was filled
with activities that
promoted reading,
and culminated in
Pajama Reading
Night. Students,
parents, and even
teachers wore pajamas to school and
participated in a
variety of reading
activities.

laborative efforts. Interested parties,
Dr. Kevin Suchinski, at 708/449-6490,
or ksuchinski@hillside93.org.

SCHOLARSHIP
is Awarded
Five years ago, the Hillside Education
Association (HEA) and the Hillside Board
of Education created the annual Alan B.
Molby Scholarship. The $600 award is
presented to a former Hillside School
graduate who is completing high school
and is about to attend a college or university. The scholarship honors a deserving
student whose goals Hillside School helped
shape. The scholarship is made possible
by matching annual contributions from the
HEA and the Hillside Board of Education in
recognition of Teacher Appreciation Week.
Interested students must complete an
intensive application process.
After reviewing the applications, HEA and
Board of Education representatives chose
Lucas Trojanowski as the recipient of the
2016 Alan B. Molby Scholarship.
Lucas recently graduated as the Class
of 2016 salutatorian from Montini High
School. In the fall, he will attend the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,
where he will study mathematics.

Families enjoyed
a presentation by
PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN READ BOOKS TOGETHER DURING
PAJAMA READING NIGHT.
a children’s book
author, special reading events that took place throughout the school,
a book fair, and hands-on activities.
SUMMER 2016
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2016-2017 Student Registration
Registration packets for returning families were sent home with students in
the spring. These families are encouraged to mail their fully completed registration packets and fees to Hillside School, return the completed packet to the
main office, or come to the school for assistance. The main office will be available to assist with registration and proof of residency every Friday from
8:00 a.m. to noon (July 8, 15, 22, and 29).
Per the Administrative Procedures for Board Policy 7:160 Student Residency,
all families must provide proof of residency within the district.
The deadline to register is Friday, July 29. A late fee of $50 will be assessed
to returning families who register after that date.
Families new to the district can come to the school to pick up a registration
packet. They can register on the dates above, or visit the school office on any
weekday to register. Summer office hours are Monday – Thursday, 8:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m., and Friday, 8:00 a.m. to noon.
Additionally, Hillside School held an “after school” registration for parents
on Tuesday, June 14, from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., for both new and returning
students.

Congratulations,
GRADUATES
continues from p. 1

Carly Holden, Mya Holmes, Robi
Jackson, Reginald Jones, Jaylen
Marzec, Alexia McDonald, Xavier
McDonald, Tyreon Miller, MaKayla
Neal, Ikenna Nkuku, Karen Ortiz,
Luis Pellettiere-Casarez, Kasandra
Pena, Jose Perea Avila, Cashes
Phillips, Marcos Quevedo, Kaila
Ramiro, Jessica Romero, Zaria Smith,
Zoe Smith, Donny Starkes, Jordan
Strickland, Marlen Torres, Amber
Verber, Wiktoria Walen, Joshua
Walton, Destiny Watkins, Jah’lon
Williams, and Alex Zagal-Murillo.

For further information, please call the school office at (708) 449-6490,
ext. 7102.

The first day of school for students will be Monday, August 29,
which will be a full day.
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