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The Junior High School cafeteria and library
construction and classroom renovation project
was completed on November 9th, and track
renovation began in mid-November and is
expected to be completed by mid-January.
The Elementary School construction project is
still on schedule to be completed at the end of
March. Maintenance staff will be waxing floors,
and technology staff will complete installation of
projectors and technology equipment in April.

Paving the Path to
Success in HISD
HISD continues to pave the path to success by
following through with strategic plans for district
improvement.
Each campus and the district achieved a Met
Standard rating on the Texas Education Agency
2015 Accountability Summary, while teachers
and instructional staff continue to provide
challenging high quality lessons for students to be
successful in their chosen career paths.

However, teachers and students will not be
moving into the new facilities until May, after
standardized tests are completed.
The HISD Strategic Planning Committee
consisting of board members, community
members, teachers, administrators, and students
will meet on January 22, 2016 to develop strategic
goals for 2016-2018.
Students and district stakeholders are looking
forward to even more success in the coming years!

With community support and collaboration
between
architects,
construction
workers,
teachers, food service, maintenance, and support
staff, HISD has managed well during the early
phases of the construction and renovation project.
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Go Brahmas and Lady Brahmas!
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HES Brahma Pride
It’s that time of the year: School is
back in the swing of things and the
holidays are just around the corner.
Speaking of that, the construction of
the new elementary school is well
underway. You may notice the roof is
complete and brick work has begun.
In the next several weeks, framing on
the inside will be completed and
wiring will start to be pulled.
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to provide a safe learning environment
for our children. HES is committed to
fostering an atmosphere that promotes
a learning community characterized by
student-centered instruction and
decisions, academic excellence, trust,
respect, community involvement, and
excellent communication. I feel
honored to have worked with your
children and will continue to create a
nurturing but challenging environment
of learning.

The new campus will be fully enclosed
and will include larger classrooms, a
state-of-the-art computer lab, an
expanded library, a new administration
office, and all the security safeguards
to provide a safe environment for
learning. We are anticipating a late
spring completion, which will allow us
to begin the 2016-2017 school year in
the new facility.

Jason Harris,
HES Principal

With all the changes to the campus one
thing will remain the same: our desire

HJHS Yearlings
The 2015-2016 school year is under
way, and the HJHS staff and students
are ready to make this an outstanding
year of academic and athletic success!
HJHS students are putting their efforts
into improving student character, test
scores, and overall interest in learning.
Not only are students encouraged to get
involved in clubs/organizations or
athletic programs, but also to
participate in UIL academic
competitions.
In order to ensure that all students are
successful, tutoring is available
Monday- Thursday from 3:30 – 4:00
p.m., and students are encouraged to
attend as needed. Contact your child’s
teacher for more information.
Parents are also encouraged to monitor
their child’s grades at all times.
Students and parents are also invited to

subscribe to teacher class pages through the
campus webpage as well as “friend” us on
Facebook. Subscribing will enable
interested persons an opportunity to find out
about important upcoming assignments or
projects as well as school events.
Renovations and additions to the HJHS
campus are complete! Students have been
enjoying the new library and cafeteria
facilities as well as classroom and
technology center renovations. With
construction complete, parents now have
three locations for student pick up in the
afternoon.
HJHS staff is looking forward to working
closely with students and parents to ensure
that every opportunity for learning is used to
promote success.
Sophie Teltschik,
HJHS Principal
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HHS Brahmas

The 2015-2016 school year at Hallettsville High School
will bring continual moments of excellence. Our
students and faculty will focus on four concepts of a
winner. These concepts are integrity, ownership,
respect, and duty. They will serve as the cornerstone of
our success.
Teachers at HHS create lessons that engage and
empower students in the learning process. Active and
connective learning engulfs our campus each day as we
strive to inspire students to inquire beyond the normal
scope of the material. For more extensive enrichment,
we offer tutorials every day before and after school in
order to ensure each student has the skills necessary to
face the challenges of the classroom and high stakes
testing. Furthermore, we strive daily to have a positive,
progressive, and safe culture at HHS.
Our extra-curricular activities are in full force with fall
sports, clubs, organizations, and service groups
continuing a rich tradition of success. It is through fine
arts, sports, spirit groups, and other student
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organizations that our students have an opportunity to
represent our school and community and plant the flag
for excellence. Through these experiences, our students
develop and demonstrate skills that form them to be
future leaders.
At HHS we understand that excellence in schools
requires a partnership with our community. We
encourage parent volunteers and quality relationships
with the businesses of the Hallettsville area.
Furthermore, we encourage school-community relations
including an emphasis on clear communication with
parents and all stakeholders. We understand that
parents’ most prize possession is their children and the
communication process between teachers,
administrators, and parents is vital to student success.
We are excited about the tradition of excellence our
campus will uphold this school year. Go Brahmas!
Darrin Bickham,
HHS Principal

Brahma Athletics
We have had yet another stellar year in our athletic
program. Hallettsville High School finished fifth in the
U.I.L. Lone Star Cup rankings out of about 200 3A
schools across the great State of Texas. This makes the
fifth year that HHS has finished toward the top of those
rankings. Hard work seems to pay off huge dividends
when combined with a community that thrives in
athletics and other co-curricular events. We are proud
of our past accomplishments in athletics, and we are
very dedicated to maintaining high levels of success in
each of the sports represented in our high school.
This past summer, the weight room was full of athletes
working hard four days per week in an effort to
enhance their performances in their respective sports.
Becoming bigger, faster, and stronger was the focal
point for an average of 114 athletes per day. This
means that many of our families with athletes in grades
7 through 12 were extremely dedicated to selfimprovement for their teams.
This fall, our volleyball, cross-country, and football
teams have demonstrated high levels of success.

Volleyball made it to the Bi-District round of the
playoffs, and the cross-country girls made it to the
Regional competition once again. For football, the
team won the District 15 3A championship. Our
community continues to send many supporters to back
our athletes in these competitions.
As we look back on HHS and HJH athletics for the
year 2015, we cannot help but be very proud of our
athletes and their accomplishments. Our coaching staff
and administration looks forward to a bright future
through much dedication and hard work. More success
is just around the
corner!
GO HB! GO LB!
Tommy Psencik,
Athletic Director
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Curriculum Corner
We are excited about a new school year and
our continued focus on engaging students in
learning and using strategies that meet
every student’s needs so that each student
may be successful in his or her grade level
and beyond Hallettsville ISD.
This year our English Language Arts
teachers are implementing The Writing
Academy curriculum, which engages
students in meaningful writing and ensures
that we are aligning our writing practices
from Kindergarten through 8th grade. The
high school English teachers are also
emphasizing exemplary writing skills
through their curriculum.
We are committed to helping our students
become excellent writers and providing
them with the skills they need to
communicate effectively as students in
Hallettsville ISD and in the future as
students in higher education and
professionals in the workplace.
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reach a high level of learning in all subject
areas and grade levels through our alignment
meetings, which allow us time to examine data
and use it to help align our curriculum and
instructional strategies.
To assist teachers in implementing the best
and most innovative practices in curriculum
and instruction, The HISD Education
Foundation awarded grants to eight deserving
teachers. Pictured on this page are recipients
of innovative teaching grants in the fall of
2015.
As we pursue our instructional goals for this
year, we will continue to provide quality
professional development for all faculty and
staff.
Dr. Mandy Bucek,
HISD Curriculum Director

Pictured at left are some of the Fall 2015 HISD
Education Foundation Grant Recipients: Kim
Hlavac, Angela Tullos, Amy Powell, Tucker
Smolik, Libby Bludau, Kelly Hermes, Sheryl
Barnes, Eric Appelt, and Cindy Rother.

We will continue our goals to
increase rigor and help our students
reach a high level of learning in all
subject areas and grade levels
through our alignment meetings,
This
team has data
been busy ever since school began, and the general user
whichyear’s
allowtechnology
us time to examine
consensus
is help
that things
are working fairly smoothly, but we still have a long way to go
and use it to
align our
before
we’lland
be ultimately
satisfied.
curriculum
instructional
strategies.
Here are some key points from our 2015-2016 IT Goals: learn or “own” and document
all systems; provide prompt, efficient tech support; reduce dependency on costly, outside
To
assistfocus
teachers
in implementing
sources;
on sustainability
and self-sufficiency via cross-training of staff.
the best and most innovative
We
have restructured
our technology department to provide more seamless technology
practices
in curriculuminand
service on each campus and across the district.
instruction, The HISD Education
Foundation
awarded
grants to
eight by helping teachers provide exciting enrichment
We will continue
to inspire
students
deservingand
teachers.
Pictured
on this
projects
future-based
experiences.
page are recipients of innovative
In
closing,
we will
continually
research and recommend cutting-edge hardware and
teaching
grants
in the
fall of 2015.
software standards, putting newer, more exciting technology into the hands of students and
their teachers.
As we pursue our instructional goals
for thisArmstrong,
year, we will continue to
Todd
provideIT
quality
professional
HISD
Manager
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development for all faculty and staff.

Tech Talk

Dr. Mandy Bucek,
HISD Curriculum Director

HALLETTSVILLE ISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
MISSION STATEMENT
Hallettsville ISD Education Foundation’s mission is to provide opportunities for excellence
in education, promote innovation in teaching, and partner with the community to enhance
the quality of education for all students.

Foundation Goals

HISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
BOARD MEMBERS
Rev. Herb Beyer, President
Dick Nance, Secretary
Kris Allen, VP Finance & Governance
Darrell Herring, VP Development
Diane Pruett, VP Marketing & Events
Christine Brown, VP Programs
Amy Amsden
Lamarr Davenport
Audrey Barrera
Doris Herring
Lace Felcman
Paul Sklar
LaShonda Adams
Melinda Chapa
*100%
Jeremy Gutierrez
volunteer
Tracy Swoboda
non-profit
Glenda Svetlik
organization
Michelle Drozd
Billy Gerke

The Hallettsville ISD Education
Foundation will achieve its mission
by directing resources toward the
following goals:


Enhance and enrich educational
opportunities for students
Support staff for innovative efforts and
recognize staff for exemplary teaching
Involve the community in assuring a
quality education for the leaders and
workers of tomorrow




PROGRAMS/FUNDING
PRIORITIES




Innovative Teaching Grants
Recognition of Academic Achievement
Recognition of Teaching Excellence

Jo Ann Bludau
Mandy Bucek and
Carla Jones
Fall 2015 HISD
Education
Foundation
Grant Recipients

Save the Date:

April 10, 2016
HHS Bell Awards Ceremony

Contact Amy Amsden for more
information at 361-798-4531.

Visit our Hallettsville ISD Education
Foundation FACEBOOK page and the
Foundation website at www.hisdef.org for
news and updates.

You may contact hisdef@gmail.com or
Pastor Herb Beyer at 361-798-0155 if you
are interested in contributing to the
foundation fund. Contributions may also
be mailed to the HISD Education
Foundation at P.O. Box 368, Hallettsville,
TX 77964. All contributions to the
Foundation are tax deductible.

