Summer 2017

A Message from the
Superintendent
Chris M. DeVivo,
Superintendent of Schools
Every school year is full of numerous activities and events, and this school year
was no different. It's really hard to believe
that we have come to a close of the 16-17
year! This year proved to be an exciting
one for our district, as we had numerous district championships, individual accomplishments, both in athletics and academics, and many successes in the classroom. We also had a
very successful first year of our full day Kindergarten program. As always, our district faculty and staff have worked
very hard to ensure that our students are learning at high
levels and are prepared for what lies ahead of them, whether
that is returning to our district classrooms, or moving on to
the next stage in their lives as graduates of the Armstrong
School District.
The summer is always a busy time of year. This summer will
be especially busy as we prepare for two major projects; a
major upgrade and overhaul of the Shannock Valley property,
as well as the athletic complex initiative at Armstrong Jr/Sr
High School. Additionally, our central office and building
level administration are hard at work preparing for the 201718 school year. Technology updates and new curriculum
preparation, as well as professional development and training
opportunities will be at the forefront of our attention. As in
the past, the Armstrong School District offices will operate
during the summer months and we will be available to assist
you. Please do not hesitate to call if you have questions or
need additional information. We are here to serve and support
and are committed and dedicated to our students.
Preparing and educating our students for their future is the
number one priority of our school district, and its faculty and
staff members. We would not be able to maintain a positive
working and learning environment, which is crucial to our
students’ success, if it were not for the hard work and dedication of these people. We also take pride in being able to continue to improve these experiences by enhancing our district
facilities and look forward to opening the new school year
with these projects completed.
We continue to work hard in building relationships within our
community by engaging in conversations with legislators,
educational and community leaders. In order to better engage
our community, we have recently launched our new district
website, as well as a new mobile app, which will provide another avenue of communication.
I thank you for another fantastic school year and I wish you a
safe and restful summer. See you in September.
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New District Immunization Requirements
There are new immunization requirements in the state of
Pennsylvania that must be up to date within the first five days of
the 2017-18 school year.
To avoid exclusion from school, please provide your school nurse: (1)
an updated immunization record within the first five days of the
school year, or (2) a medical certificate (immunization plan).
Please call the Pennsylvania Health Department (877) 724-3258 if your
child does not have insurance coverage or if your insurance does not
cover immunizations.
If your child is exempt from immunizations for medical reasons, religious
beliefs or philosophical/strong moral or ethical conviction, proof of exemption is required.
For a list of required immunizations, please visit the ASD website. Information can be found under “Departments”, then “Student Health
Services” tab. Then look for “Immunization Requirements”,
located on the right side of the screen.

School Wide Positive Behavior Support
Every day, dozens of students flood our buildings, each representing a host of individual beliefs, experiences, and needs; a small
society of young minds brought together to grow academically,
socially, and emotionally. Our purpose as educators is to nurture
students to become well-rounded individuals for the future of our
larger, more expansive communities. As part of this process, we
recognize the need to focus on proactive ways to define, teach, and
sustain appropriate student behaviors across school settings to enhance academic achievement. School-wide positive behavior interventions and supports (SW-PBIS) does just that, it builds the capacity of schools to develop effective environments to increase teaching and learning. Oftentimes, a hodgepodge of short-term solutions
is used to address behavior needs after an incident has already occurred. The principle of SW-PBIS is to develop a framework to
prevent and reduce challenging behaviors and promote positive
outcomes for the school community.
SW-PBIS is a research-based framework of behavioral
support that focuses on primary prevention, such as identifying and
teaching expected behaviors across school settings, reinforcing and
rewarding expected behaviors, and enforcing consistent, meaningful
consequences when problem behaviors occur. This year in Armstrong School District, teams from each building came together for
three days of training provided by Lisa Anderson and Wendy Williams of IU 28 and the Pennsylvania PBIS Network. The teams
were comprised of administrators, teachers, school psychologists,
and guidance counselors. As SW-PBIS is phased into full implementation, a process that occurs over the course of 3 to 5 years,
three levels of school-wide support will be available to students:
universal supports described above, secondary prevention (small
groups of students; check-in check-out system, re-teaching opportunities/practice, etc.), and individualized, intensive intervention
(behavior assessment and planning, agency collaboration, and social skill instruction). Ultimately, the goals of SW-PBIS are to create a positive, safe learning environment for all students, reduce
unnecessary punishments, increase academic engaged time and
reduce classroom management time, and improve supports for students at high risk for behavioral difficulties in school. It is an exciting initiative for our students to enhance their school environments
in ways that increase teaching and learning, while also acquiring
core values of respect, integrity, and kindness.
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THE WEST SIDE HAPPENINGS
Administration

Elementary Schools

Mr. James Rummel
Mr. Kirk Lorigan
Mr. Michael Cominos

Lenape Elementary
West Hills Intermediate
West Hills Primary

New Athletic Complex Begins
Beginning in the summer of 2017 construction will
begin on the football complex for the high school,
which will be located on campus, across from the
newly finished baseball and softball fields. The
stadium will feature a six lane synthetic track, a
1200 square foot field house, which will include a
concession stand and restroom facility, and seating
for 3000 people. The project has a budget of six million dollars. Completion of the field and track
surfaces, as well as the bleachers, will be completed this summer, with the field house being completed in the spring of 2018. A decision to play on the field in the fall is pending.
Armstrong High School Band Highlights
Highlights from this year include
performances in Ford City, Kittanning, Worthington, and the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. Armstrong High
School hosted the Armstrong
County Band conducted by Dr.
Joseph Pisano from Grove City
The AHS Marching Band performs during half
College.
time at one of the football games.

The AHS Band had seven students move on to regional music festivals and had
our first-ever All-State Music student! Anthony Murray performed in the AllState Orchestra Festival held in
Erie and conducted by Dr.
Stephen Gage from Youngstown
State University.
The AHS Marching Band performed
at the Rock N’ Roll Hall of Fame.
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West Hills Intermediate
Attends MPA’s
West Hills Intermediate band
students attended the Music
Performance Assessments at
Kiski High School in May.
The students played two
pieces, which were assessed by
three college professors, then
were evaluated by a fourth
professor while they played a
never-before-seen piece of
music. All four judges gave
the 72 fifth and sixth grade
students from WHI the highest
rating possible, which was the
“Superior Rating”, which
translates to “Outstanding”
across the board in PSSA standards.
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THE EAST SIDE HAPPENINGS
Administration
Dr. Stephen Shutters
Mr. Joseph Treglia
Elementary Schools
Dayton Elementary
Elderton Elementary
Shannock Valley Elementary
Shannock Valley to get a Facelift
Work on the renovation of Shannock Valley Elementary began in late May, and
is scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2017. Although the project will not
be completed until after the 17-18 school year begins, the building will still
open when school comes back into session in September. Renovations for the
building will include major upgrades to the HVAC, electrical, and plumbing
systems, a new elevator, all new windows, new ceilings, a completely reworked
kitchen, and a secure vestibule with card access at the entrance of the building.
The budget for this project is $9.4 million. This project is an energy savings project, which will make the building more
energy efficient, and thus lowering the operating cost of the building.
Wolves Marching Band Starts New Traditions
The Wolves Marching Band had an outstanding season last fall. We were so proud of our football team and were honored
to extend the regular season into playoffs with them. Last year was also the start of many “firsts” for the marching band.
We hosted many fundraisers, including a Paint Party, and the first ever Craft/Vendor Show. Be on the lookout for next
year’s Craft/Vendor Show signs. We hope to see you there around the holidays! The marching band students worked so
hard this past season, they earned a place on the Pitt Football field in November! Pitt Band Day was an amazing opportunity for the band kids, who were able to spend the day in clinics with college music majors and college professors during
rehearsals. It was with great pride that the Wolves Marching Band and Color Guard were a part of this amazing performance opportunity. We are also proud to announce that we traveled to Cedar Point and Kalahari this past June. The students represented West Shamokin well with their impeccable performance presence and incredible musicianship.
Student Achievements

School Highlights

The West Shamokin Jr. and Sr. High School Choirs had
an enjoyable and eventful 2016-2017 school year! We
added a performing group called Vocal Ensemble, which
is a select group that performs at the Winter and Spring
Concerts and in the community for different events.

Lori Dewitt, the school nurse, won a $500 asthma award. The funds
will be to help manage the care of students who visit the nurse each day
with asthma concerns.

Three West Shamokin sophomores were recognized for excellence in
writing in the Indiana Gazette's Newspapers in Education ConThe student members of the WSHS Tri - M Music Honor test. Julia Barrett won first place in the opinion column category with
Society took on a music fundraising project for the Sen- an essay on the importance of a healthy diet. Melina Murray and Carlee Wilson won first and second place, respectively, in the feature colior High Chorus. These student leaders organized, led
umn category. Melina's essay focused on lessons learned during her
by Senior Sara Lockhart, an entire evening of music at
recent mission trip to Honduras, while Carlee honored her father's wisour first "Talent Show Dinner Theater". Talent Show
dom and work ethic. All three essays were published in the Indiana
Acts were performed throughout the evening while our
Gazette's Newspapers in Education supplement on March 30, 2017.

guests enjoyed a Spaghetti Dinner. The finalists were
first place - Haley Didiano & Rory Farester - Hohl, second place - Hannah Walleck, and third place - Melody
Trudgen. We hope to make this an annual fundraiser for

The WSHS Quiz Bowl team competed in the Indiana Academic League
in the fall where the team placed 3rd in a competition play-off. The
win qualified the team to participate in the Small School NAQT competition in Rosemont, Ill.
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AHS SHINES AT ENGLISH FESTIVAL

TITLE I FAMILY FUN NIGHT

A number of students attended this years English
The 12th annual Armstrong School District Title I
th
Festival at Youngstown State University. Several of the stu- Family Fun Fair was held on March 29 at West Hills Intermedents either placed or received honorable mention at the event, diate School. This year’s theme of the event was Be a
Sport……READ. All participants were able to visit various
which took place on April 26 and 27th.
10-12th Grade Students
Not So Trivial Pursuit:
Alex Mcauley- 3rd place
Alexia Jack- 2nd place
Somer Lower- 2nd place
Kurtis Grantz- 1st place
Limericks:
Calista Dosch- 1st place
Writing Games:
Megan Shellhammer- HM
Madie Cornman– HM
Morgan Breghenti– HM

9th Grade Students
Not so trivial pursuit:
Samantha Miller- 3rd place
Morgan Shellhammer-1st place
Limericks:
Melayna Pongratz- 3rd place
Journalism:
Cereese Blose- 1st place
Writing games:
Morgan Shellhammer- 4th place
Isabelle Cellucci- 2nd place
Impromptu writing:
Melayna Pongratz- HM

Impromptu Writing:
Lea Tomaswick– HM
Alexia Jack– HM
Abigail Trithart- 10th
Candace Gay Memorial:
Kellyann Baker– HM

9TH ANNUAL ASD GIFTED FAIR
On the evening of May 11th, West
Hills Intermediate hosted the annual
Armstrong School District Gifted
Fair. Students in kindergarten
through 6th grade displayed research
projects they created at school to
their family and friends. Their projects were on a variety
of topics from countries around the world, to famous historical figures, and everything in between. All the students did a great job! The students also had a t-shirt sale
and bake sale at the fair to raise money for The Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. The total amount raised
was over $580. Thank you to all who attended the fair,
and showed support for our students.
Also during the school day on May 11th at West Hills
Intermediate, gifted students in grades 4-6 participated in
a field experience with the Heinz History Center where
they investigated how Western Pennsylvania was crucial
to the Civil War effort through interactive storytelling
about the Allegheny Arsenal. They also explored Civil
War correspondence, and took a look at how technological innovations at the Fort Pitt Foundry were impacting
the Union during that time.
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learning centers that were run by the District’s Title I staff.
Each of these stations focused on a particular literacy skill that
evolved around a sports related theme. All of these stations had
hands-on literacy activities for the students and parents to explore. In addition, the students that visited each center received
educational materials and a nonfiction book to take home with
them. Educational games were also awarded as prizes to some
of the families that were in attendance. Various outside community agencies also participated in the event. These agencies
provided a wealth of useful information to the parents and children that were in attendance. The event was a great success.
We look forward to seeing you next Spring for the 13 th annual
Title I Family Fun Fair.

WSHS STUDENT COMPLETES BIOLOGY
RESEARCH AT IUP
Throughout this school year, Katie Glover, a senior at
West Shamokin High School, has worked on research at IUP as
part of her biology independent study course. Her research concentrates on the morphological speciation of frogs from a cloud
forest located in Honduras. She has conducted this research
under the guidance of Dr. Townsend of IUP. On her own time,
she drove to IUP and headed into Dr. Townsend’s lab where she
was permitted access to these frogs. As of right now she has
spent just over 30 hours collecting data in the lab and approximately 80 hours outside of the lab gaining background knowledge , performing calculations, and discussing the research with
Dr. Townsend. She will be presenting a research poster presentation at IUP during the summer. Katie will study Pre-Med/
Biology this fall through the Honors Program and the Emerging
Leaders Program at the University of Akron.

TECHNOLOGY CORNER
New Chromebook Initiative
The district has started a Chromebook initiative with
an substantial pilot program. Teachers in the English Language
Arts department received 2 full days of Google Classroom and
Apps training. This training has helped the teachers find a way
to integrate the (340) Chromebooks purchased into their curriculum. The current concept is to roll out Chromebooks throughout
the district in conjunction with textbook adoptions from grades
6 through 12. This process will also help the teachers integrate
this technology that aligns with the new curriculum.
So far a lot of positive feedback has been received
from both students and teachers. The ease of access and the
ability to collaborate with others on a document or project has
been extremely useful. The district plans to continue this program into the future as part of a new stable approach to implementing technology into the classroom. - Chris Clawson, Technology Coordinator.
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2016-2017 ACADEMIC & ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Regional Choir PMEA
Region 2 Participants
Armstrong High School
Megan King - Grade 12
Jessica Jubec - Grade 12
Alicia Velcko - Grade 11
Ian Campbell - Grade 10

Student Achievements
Bret Lundgren - KDKA Extra Effort
Award. (scholar athlete who also was
involved in community service)
Emily Cornman - Interned with Dr.
Freddie Fu, a highly regarded Pittsburgh Orthopedic Surgeon.

West Shamokin High School

All State Orchestra
Anthony Murray (AHS)
First ever all state music student
District/Region Band
1st Chair: Melody Trudgen
(WSHS)
Travis Bullion (WSHS)
Andrew Muth (WSHS)
District/Region Band
Rory Farester-Hohl

Yorich Poole - Grade 12
Rory Farester-Hohl - Grade 11
Nicholas Hill - Grade 10
Athletic Championships

WSHS Girls Basketball - Heritage Conference and Class AAA District 6 Champions; PIAA Class
AAA Western Finalist
AHS Football - Class AAAAA Section Champions
Student Fundraising Reaches New Heights
Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart, Red Outs, and Hawk-THON
All elementary and secondary students participated in various events
during the 16-17 Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart events, as well as
Red Out events to benefit the American Heart Association. These elementary students did a great job raising money for this years events.
The students at Elderton, Shannock Valley, and West Hills Intermediate raised over $3,000 each, with Dayton raising over $2,000. The two
high schools combined to raise around $500. West Hills Primary students were on their game, raising over $13,000 for the second straight
year during their campaign.
At Armstrong High School, students took place in the 2nd Annual Hawk THON, a smaller
version of the fundraising campaign put on every year by
Penn State University students. Students, who divided up into
groups and raised money, danced during the event, with the
proceeds being split among local families in need. Last year
students raised over $5,000. This year they set a goal of raising $4,000, but they far surpassed that goal, raising a whopping $15,030.25!
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Armstrong School District
Board of Directors
Mr. Joseph D. Close
President
Mr. Chris E. Choncek
Vice President

Math 24 Regional Champions
Math 24 is a fast-paced mental math game that requires students to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide four numbers on a game piece to arrive at the number 24. The game requires
not only math skills, but the ability to think quickly under pressure. On May 9th, a Regional Math 24 Competition, hosted by ARIN IU # 28, was held at the Elderton Town
Hall. Students who competed were winners at the District level Math 24 competition. The Regional Competition included students from Indiana and Armstrong County
school districts. Winners were as follows:
6th Grade Winners
4th/5th Grade Winners

Mr. Stanley J. Berdell
Ms. Amy K. Lhote
Dr. Paul J. Lobby
Mr. Reardon A. Mulroy
Mr. James T. Rearic
Mr. Timothy Scaife
Ms. Linda K. Walker
Left-Right: Ethan Weigel (1st - WHI), Kamryn McAfee (2nd - Lenape Elem.), Jack
Valasek (3rd - WHI), Lucas Hurd (4th Homer Center)

Administration
Mr. Chris DeVivo
Superintendent

Left-Right: Rachel Stockdill (1st), Katelyn
Rimmel (2nd), Abby Yankasky (3rd) - All of
Lenape Elem., Christine Guo (4th - Leechburg)

The students have the opportunity to compete at the state level Math 24 competition held
in June in Harrisburg.

Dr. Josh Williams
Assistant Superintendent

ASD Foundation
The ASD Foundation is a non-profit group that raises money to put back into the
Dr. Cheryl Soloski
school district classrooms. Grants have helped provide iPad carts in all primary buildAssistant Superintendent
ings, help build on the new Chromebook Initiative, and help supplement other funding
for unique classes such as STEM Robotics, STEAM Art, Guitars in the Classroom,
Mr. Chris Garritano, Producer
and Advanced TV Production. Over its existence, the foundation has awarded over
$370,000 to fund unique teacher grants and aforementioned programs. The materials
purchased has affected over 28,000 students in the initial years of the grants, and
countless more in subsequent years of programs and equipment that can be used on a
yearly basis. Grants can be written at four different levels, including grade, school,
This summer report is an official publica- department, and district-wide categories. The foundation is on the EITC (Education
tion from the Armstrong School District, Improvement Tax Credit) list of accepted non-profit organizations, and many of the
181 Heritage Park Dr., Suite 2, Kittan- initiatives they complete would not be possible without the EITC funding. They are
ning, PA 16201.
dependent on donations from our community organizations and staff payroll giving.

This and That
The Armstrong School District is an equal
opportunity educational institution and
will not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, sex, and handicap in its activities, programs, employment practices as required by Title IX and
Section 504.
For more information regarding civil
rights, grievance procedures, services,
activities and facilities that are accessible
to and usable by handicapped persons,
contact the Human Resource Department
of the Armstrong School District at (724)
548-6059.

District App
Just a reminder that the Armstrong School District has a mobile app, which can be
downloaded from the Apple iOS and Android market stores. When there is important
information that the district needs to push out, this app can be setup to receive push
notifications to parents. The app works in coordination with the new district website,
which launched last summer..
New District Brochure
The District recently launched a new PR piece representing the District as a whole and
what we offer. The intention is that is serves as an advertising piece for our district,
and will be given to local realtors, and can be found on the district website, under the
“About ASD” Welcome Message link.
2017-2018 Armstrong School District Back To School Nights

Dayton Elementary
September 11 - 6 PM

Elderton Elementary
September 20 - 6 PM

West Hills Intermediate
September 12 - 6 PM
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West Hills Primary
Sept. 20 (K-1); Sept. 21 (2-3) - 6 PM

Lenape Elementary
Sept. 19 (K-3); Sept. 20 (4-6) - 6 PM

Shannock Valley Elementary
September 21 - 6 PM

West Shamokin Jr./Sr. High School
September 14 - 6 PM

Armstrong Jr./Sr. High School
September 13 - 6 PM
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