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with numerous public and private sector customers to improve the performance, reliability
and energy efficiency of their facilities. Through its innovative approaches to the engineering,
project management and financing of energy projects, OpTerra Energy Services has achieved
close to $2 billion in savings to date for its customers while helping them to become better
stewards of the environment and its natural resources. OpTerra Energy Services also uses
energy as a foundation for advancing community engagement, economic opportunity and
education for the many communities throughout the country in which it conducts its work. For
more information about OpTerra Energy Services, visit www.opterraenergy.com.
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Sustainable Impact at Westminster School District
Fiscal Stewardship

Connecting Energy to Education

•

$22.1 Million program will be funded entirely through
savings and Prop 39 funds and will deliver $18.3 million
in General Fund savings after debt service, over the life
of the program

•

Clean on-site solar power stabilizes budget and hedges
against future rate increases

•

Energy efficiency improvements reduce maintenance
costs

•

125 local jobs created, empowering economic health of
the Westminster community

In collaboration with District staff, OpTerra is delivering
Envision®, a customized educational program that brings
real-world data from the energy project into the classroom.
By providing students and teachers with a suite of engaging
educational opportunities at the intersection of sustainability
and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math), we
are able to translate our cutting-edge modernization project
into impactful learning and professional development
opportunities.

•

Installing solar allows the District to realize the financial
benefits of the “R” rate and Net Metering

•

Improved light quality enhances visual comfort, reduces
eye fatigue and studies have shown improved student
performance and test scores

California Clean Energy Jobs Act:

•

Westminster School District leveraged Prop 39
funds to maximize the impact and energy savings of
this transformational project focused on improving
the learning environment for all students.

Environmental Stewardship

Student Achievement
•

Improving the Learning Environment

Hands-on STEM education and science labs
prepare students for 21st century jobs

•

Integration of Common Core State Standards
with curriculum

•

Professional development for teaching staff

Optimal indoor classroom environments are linked to greater
productivity and fewer sick days

The impact the Westminster School District Project will have on
the environment is equal to one of the following:

Eliminating Green House
Gas emissions from:
662 cars annually
19,860 cars over 30 years

Reducing carbon dioixide
emissions generated by:
433 homes annually
12,990 homes over 30 years

Safe and Secure Campuses
•

Improved exterior lighting enhances visibility to improve
campus safety and security

•

Solar carports provide shade and coverage to vehicles
while generating clean energy

Timeline
2014
October—December

2015
January—March

• District runs Prop 39
Request for Qualification
(RFQ)
• Board selects OpTerra
Energy Services

• District-wide site surveys,
assessments and analyses

Recycling waste instead
of sending to a landfill:
1,127 tons per year
33,810 tons over 30 years

April—June

Sequestering carbon by:
8,065 trees per year
241,959 trees over 30 years

Comprehensive Scope of Work:
•

1.5 MW of solar PV shade structures at all
19 District sites

1.5 MW = 1,500,000 watts. A laptop computer uses
approximately 45 watts per hour, which means a 1.5 MW
solar PV system could power 33,333 laptops for 1 hour
per day, 365 days a year!
•

15,799 interior and exterior LED lighting fixture
upgrades at all 19 District sites

•

2 electric vehicle charging stations

•

HVAC replaced at 13 sites

•

Wireless thermostats for all portable classrooms

•

Water conservation measures at all
19 District sites

•

Energy Management System expansion

•

New electrical switchgear at 4 sites

•

OpTerra Energy Services solar maintenance & savings
guarantee

•

Customized Envision® educational program

Even on rainy days, solar panels will
continue to generate clean power
for the District.

Rendering of solar arrays at the District Office

July—September

• Conducted preliminary
• July 16th - Board approval of
engineering, energy
comprehensive program and
calculations and savings
project finance
analysis
• Final engineering and design
• May 26th - Board Study
• DSA approval and permitting
Session
• Finalized comprehensive
program scope, expenditure
plan, engineering designs, and
savings calculations
• June 25th - Board Information
Session

October—December

2016—2017

• Groundbreaking Ceremony
• Construction begins
• STEM educational program
launches

• Construction continues
• STEM educational program
implementation
2017
January
• Project construction complete
• Ongoing student and
community engagement
activities

2017
February—The Future
• Debt service complete in 2034
• Generate clean energy and positive
environmental impact
• Program will deliver a net General Fund savings of $18.3MM
after debt service
• STEM educational program
• Continued operational savings

