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EMPOWERING MINDS
FOSTERING HEALTHY LIFESTYLES
PROMOTING CHRISTIAN LIVING

INSPIRING LEADERSHIP
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Evangelistic Series 2017
Six students from Greater New York Academy
(GNYA) conducted an Evangelistic series in the heart of
Brooklyn, New York and managed to change the hearts of
many by the power of God. Noe Reyes, Tonicia Young,
Joshua Deonarine, Kalayah Johnson, and Elijah Davis all
answered the call to speak for God from October 28 to
November 4, 2017 at the Maranatha Seventh-day Adventist
Church. They had one goal—to uplift Jesus. And with six
sermons, eight special music, six intercessory prayers, a
grand culminating musical concert, and a closing baptism
of two students, they did just that— uplift Jesus. They
Salvation on Scripture Alone; Salvation by Grace Alone;
were bold, they were clear, and they were filled with the
Salvation through Faith Alone; Salvation in Christ Alone;
power of God. With passion in their voices and a deep
and Glory to God A lone. The series ended with the soul
stirring message, “Reformation in Our Lives”. As the
church was moved, the member’s pressed forward for a
special prayer. Each night the students spoke confidently
about the effects of the Reformation in the lives of the
people in the 16th Century. Then without fail, each student
pivoted to the need for us to hold fast to these principles
today. They spoke about Martin Luther and the other
reformers, but their main focus was on Jesus. After every
sermon, the congregation was invited to make a decision on
the truths they were hearing, and with every call, a decision
was made. God was present at the meetings. Night after
conviction in their souls, they declared the word of God
night, the attendance grew, and with each sermon a
unapologetically, forcefully, and with love.
potential life was changed.
“They were excellent”, said Everrette Samuel,
“The entire series was conducted by the students,”
associate pastor at the church. “When I heard the students, I
explained Pastor Alexander, chaplain at GNYA. “From the
could tell that they were well trained. I could hear the
banners and flyers, to the sermons and music, they were the
effects of Christian Education. The students sounded like
ones doing the work.” The principal of the school, Lillian
professionals. I am very impressed.” Samuel explained that
Mitchell, shared that the many parents and attendees of the
she immediately used it to encourage the parents. “I told
meetings expressed their joy to see the students actively
them that this is what I have been talking about all along.
involved in ministry. When asked by enthusiastic observers
This is why you must send your children to Adventist
if this type of student evangelism will be conducted every
schools.” Pastor Samuel credits the high level of music and year, she gently explained, “Our students have conducted
these series in the past, and we will do it in the future, as
singing for setting the stage for the church’s own revival
series. With a sentiment that was echoed over and over by God permits.” We look forward to what He will lead us to
those in attendance, she said, “They spoke with the power do next year.
of God. God sent them right on time.”

~ Nkarlo Alexander

Night after night, the students appealed to the
people to return to the tenets of the Great Reformation.
They also encouraged the congregation to live out those
principles with renewed purpose. The topics included:
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Impact Woodside 2017
Greater New York Academy (GNYA) students
participated in the third annual “Impact Woodside” day of
community service and witnessing on Monday October 16,
2017. Since 2015, in keeping with the mission of the
Academy, faculty and students have worked together in
teams to reach their neighbors in the Woodside community.
“This is what Christ did”, said Pastor Alexander, “Jesus
ministered to the needs of the people. He showed them that
He cared. Then he gave them the gospel.” Students handed
out about two hundred and fifty gift bags which contained a
health snack, a bottle of water, and a faith sharing book to
passersby on various streets in the community.
Other teams worked on different projects. A group
of 12 students visited the children at the Adventure Land
Day Care. They sang songs with approximately fifty
children, told stories, and gave out gift bags. Each gift bag
had a coloring set and a children’s snack. Stacks of new
children’s books were given to the staff of the daycare by
the GNYA team courtesy of Marjorie Fennel.

Pastors’ Appreciation Day
When was the last time you let your pastor know how
much you appreciate him? One leading authority on
management, Peter Drucker, said that the four most
difficult jobs in the United States are: President of the U.S.,
a university president, a hospital administrator, and a local
church pastor. With this in mind Greater New York
Academy decided to
honor the dedicated
pastors in the
Greater New York
Conference, who
tirelessly pour out
their lives to help
others.
Thirty-one
pastors responded to our invitation and were present on
Pastor Appreciation Day, October 31, 2017. The students
and faculty lavished the pastors with accolades and tokens
of affection. Mr. Styves Romain spoke from the heart on
behalf of the staff, letting the pastors know that although
we are aware of some of what they do every day, there is
much that pastors do that constituents are unaware of, but
God sees and knows all that each pastor unselfishly does to
bring relief to members and glory to God.

Another team was stationed with the Greater New
York Conference Health Van at the town square. Students
were able to give health check-ups including blood
The freshman class presented an acrostic poem,
pressure readings, and counseling. They also gave massage
using
the
word “Pastor” to show how much pastors
therapy to community members.
contribute to the lives of their congregations. Miss Sandra
While the students were ministering at the health
Ball, Danielle Scarlet, and the sophomore class sign
van, a string quartet from the music department rendered
language group, had the audience on its feet with a soullive music to passersby. The students expressed their joy at stirring rendition of “The Prayer”. The junior class
being able to minister. “I enjoyed having the opportunity to followed with a short, heartfelt speech extolling the virtues
help people,” said Henry Jose Mitchell, a senior at GNYA. of pastors. A short skit by the senior class and an eyeWindel Edouard, the junior class president after reflecting opening monologue by Cristen Williams, which resonated
with the pastors, showcased the busy life of a minister.
on what the day means said, “Impact Woodside was a great
Finally, a beautifully rendered violin solo by Henry-Jose
experience. It was special to be able to go in the
Mitchell serenaded the pastors. Along with the items of
community to minister for Christ. It was amazing. As
entertainment, Principal Lillian Mitchell and Vice Principal
students, we enjoy the opportunity to share the love Christ Jacques Patterson presented gifts to all the pastors. The day
has for all of us. God is love, and the people of Woodside
ended with a sumptuous luncheon, which was held in the
Community Services dining room.
saw that through the students of Greater New York
Academy.”
First Thessalonians chapter five, verses 12 and 13
Many students look forward to this annual day of service
that has become part of the fabric of Greater New York
Academy’s life. The hope of Greater New York Academy
is that all the students will be lifelong servants of Christ.
~Nkarlo Alexander

encourage us to “appreciate those who diligently labor
among you, and have charge over you in the Lord, and give
you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in
love because of their work.” We thank God for our pastors
and for the work they do.
~Sydonne Walker
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College Tour 2017
growing population of Seventh-day Adventist youth now
going to college. We hit the road for Oakwood University
the following day just minutes after finishing our lunch at
Southern.

The long anticipated road trip for the Class of 2018
to visit Andrews University, Southern Adventist
University, and Oakwood University finally arrived. Our
journey took us through much of the East Coast and at least
13 states. At 12 pm on Saturday, September 30, twentyfour seniors and three sponsors boarded a bus and began
the journey. Thirteen hours later, on Sunday afternoon, we
arrived at Andrews University. Our arrival brought great
excitement as many student's expectations were met, and
the GNYA alumni rolled out the red carpet for us. Andrews
University got rave reviews from the seniors as they toured
the campus and got a glimpse of college life. For many
GNYA seniors, the university passed all important tests
including, dorms, campus size, program choices, financial
aid options and most importantly, the food test. The visit
was short lived as the following day we set out towards
Southern Adventist University.

Approximately four hours later we arrived at the
renowned Oakwood University. Although sleeping in the
dorms was somewhat uncomfortable because the
accommodations were sometimes cramped, the seniors
really got to experience the harsh but pleasant realities of
living on a Christian university campus. Oakwood is an
HBCU (Historically Black College/University) which has
attracted many of GNYA's finest over previous years. The
graduating class of 2018 especially enjoyed the rousing and
electrifying worship services, and were privileged to take
part in Sabbath School.
The eight days spent on the college tour were a
whirlwind, but all in all the trip was a great success. Many
students who didn’t know their course of study or their
college of choice previously, now have greater clarity
regarding what they might want to study or where they will
choose to enroll for the very important next chapter of their
lives.
~Mikali-Elon Wallace
Class of 2018

The campus of Southern University also impressed
many of the GNYA students, and we learned more about
Southern's impressive study abroad programs. Southern
Adventist University has also introduced a number of
newer technological steps in order to accommodate the
5

Meet the Teacher Night
The Greater New York Academy Home and
School Association had its first annual "Meet the Teacher"
fundraising event and "Back to School Giveaways" on
Saturday, September 23, 2017. I would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you to all staff members, students,
and parents who supported the event. Even though we were
few in number, we had a great time.

AYBL Induction
It started off like any other chapel. The collective
voices of the congregation and the praise team rang in the
air. But this was anything but an ordinary chapel service.
Waiting outside the doors was a select group of people;
people who had made the decision to utilize their Godgiven gift of song by joining the Adventist Youth for Better
Living (AYBL), choir. As their hearts beat in excitement
and anticipation, the praise team began to sing its final
song, “We Need You to Survive”. With that, it was time.
The members of the AYBL choir entered, followed by the
inductees.

The choir opened the program with a beautiful
rendition titled, "He Took My Place", with Danielle
Scarlette singing the solo. Following this phenomenal
performance, Pastor Raymond Alcock addressed the
members of AYBL as well as the larger student body. In
his sermonette he reminded everyone that our only purpose
on earth, is to shine for Jesus. Pastor Alcock compared the
relationship we should have with Jesus to the work of cell
phone chargers. He stressed that everyone must remain
connected to Jesus every day of the week, not only on
The students who were present
Sabbaths at church, or on Mondays and Thursdays, when
seized the opportunity to have conversations that did not
involve academics, with their teachers. It was a fun-filled GNYA holds chapel. One must be connected to, and shine
for Jesus, not only when it is easy, but especially when
family night. We also watched an exciting, inspiring, and
entertaining movie, called The Climb. The students learned there is darkness, and a light is needed to break through the
lessons of team building, responsibility, and forgiveness to darkness. The Pastor challenged those of the AYBL choir
to always shine for God, not only when they sing, but as
help them in their daily lives. I implore the parents and
other members of our community to get on board and help long as they live.
to make our efforts work for our children. Our priority for
With this in mind, President of AYBL, Dyenaba
this year is parent involvement. Together we can make it.
Laguda , charged the inductees to represent not only
~Mrs. Hutton
AYBL, but God himself. Upon agreeing to these vows,
each inductee received a certificate, officially marking
President GNYA Home and School Association
them as newly inducted members of AYBL. The newly
inducted members along with the AYBL choir closed the
program with the song "The Righteous Shall Obey". As the
inductees recessed, they walked away with a reminder of
their ultimate responsibility: Glorify God, not only

through music, but by the way they live their whole
lives.
~Henry-Jose Mitchell
Class of 2018
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Indian Tribe Project
On September 20,
2017, the students of US
History participated in the
Indian Tribe Project. For
this project students had to
choose an Indian tribe and
do a research paper about
it, along with a model of
one of the tribe’s artifact.

Fall Week of Prayer
Week of Prayer is a time when Greater New York
Academy focuses on one thing -- leading students to accept
Jesus in our hearts. I believe that goal was met this year
because many students responded to the messages
presented by Pastor Emmanuel Contreras, pastor of the
Spanish Fordham, Fusion Bilingual, and Spanish Pelham
Parkway SDA churches in the Bronx. From October 23-27,
2017, the entire academy family paused each day to attend
chapel and to hear the messages from Christ.

The research paper to include a name for the tribe,
in the tribe’s language, where the tribe is founded, and the
members of that tribe in that geographical area. The
research paper also had to include the male and female
roles, language, food and type of house of the tribe. The
artifact could be anything related to the tribe, but must be
made by hand.

Each class conducted one of the daily services
which included a special prayer time that engaged the
entire school. Every day there were soul stirring messages
with topics such as: “Who are you?”, “Do you want eternal
life?”, “Do you want to be healed?”, and “Are you
Ready?”. At the end of the week, a total of seven students
responded to the invitation for baptism. Three of them have
already gotten baptized.
Week of Prayer was a different experience for each
of
GNYA’s
students. For me, the lasting impact of Week of
Totem Pole
Prayer is the fact that it changed the way I think forever. I
Each student was able to do the research and make will recall the messages of the pastor when I need them the
an artifact by hand. Most of the projects in the class were
most. According to Pastor Alexander, chaplain of the
based North American Indian Tribes. Some of these were
school, the speaker spoke to the students from the heart.
the Cree, Inuits, Pueblos, Beavers, Apache, Iroquois, and
“He was real, he was transparent, and he was genuine. God
Cherokee. A variety of models were made, including a
used his humble offering and multiplied it, and as a result,
battleaxe, clay pots, totem pole, and igloo, all on display in several decisions were made for baptism.” The theme for
Ms. Ball’s classroom. The students leaned a lot about the
the year is “People First”. Greater New York Academy
Native American people when they did the projects and
placed our salvation interest first. Academics, sports, and
presented them.
projects are important; but here at school, they want us to
be saved first.
The Indian Tribe Project has heightened the US
History class’s knowledge about the ancient people of
~Austin Powlette
America.
Class of 2020
~Sandra Ball
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