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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Grandview Heights Schools Community,

SUMMER 2016

SENIOR WALK:
A NEW GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS TRADITION

hat an outstanding school year we have had at
Grandview Heights Schools. As I reflect on
the past 10 months, I cannot help but be
amazed by the many accomplishments of our
students and staff. These accomplishments are what help make
Grandview Heights Schools one of the top school districts in
the state of Ohio.

It is with great pride that we recognize the Class of 2016. The
101st graduating class of Grandview Heights High School
earned more than $6.8 million in college scholarship offers. This amount is up from
$6.1 million in Spring 2015. And we look forward to welcoming the Class of 2029
on August 16 when our youngest students will soon learn that Grandview Heights
Schools is truly a small place to dream big.

Summer may be a time to relax and recharge, but we also view it as an
opportunity to plan and prepare for the upcoming school year. Within the pages
of this newsletter, you will find updates and information regarding our ongoing
work to address our aging school buildings including a timeline of upcoming
activities and events where you can join the conversation. The community-led
Facilities Task Force continues to meet and we are working with planning experts
to help guide us through our facilities planning process. Beginning in August, we
will be hosting community meetings and inviting you to join us in the conversation
about our school buildings. This process, along with valued community input,
will help shape our outcome.

In late May, the 101st graduating class walked
through the student- and staff-lined hallways of
Stevenson Elementary and Edison Intermediate/
Larson Middle School before arriving at Grandview
Heights High School. This new tradition in our
historic school district allows seniors an opportunity
to thank the teachers and staff who educated and
supported them through the years while at the same
time inspiring our younger students.

Our goal is to ensure that Grandview Heights Schools’ students have access to a
modern learning environment, one that they will no doubt encounter in today’s
colleges and the workforce, in the most efficient manner possible for taxpayers. I
encourage you to participate in this important process that will impact our schools
and community for generations to come.
Thank you in advance for helping to make the upcoming school year a successful
one at Grandview Heights Schools. I wish you
and your family a happy and safe summer.
Sincerely,

Andrew K. Culp
Superintendent
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Help Us Shape THE FUTURE OF GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
Safe, modern, and efficient school buildings are important
to student success. In Grandview Heights Schools, we have a
proud tradition of excellence in the classroom, however our
current facilities are not able to keep our desired ability to
provide a 21st Century education in the most economical
way for taxpayers.
Grandview Heights Schools has embarked on a multi-step process to review
the current state of all of our buildings. The goal of this plan is to determine
if our school buildings are up to standards when it comes to student
learning and safety, and to also ensure we are spending taxpayer dollars
wisely when it comes to maintaining our aging buildings.

Phase 1: Assessment
In 2015, the school district worked with experts in the school facilities and
maintenance business to assess what it would cost to maintain our current
school buildings over the next 10 years. They completed a comprehensive
inventory of all district structures, grounds, and equipment. What they
found was that the yearly costs to maintain and upgrade our current
infrastructure and classrooms are significantly higher than the current funds
available in our permanent improvement budget.
Knowing this is an urgent matter, Grandview Heights Schools created a
Facilities Task Force comprised of community members with a wide variety
of backgrounds including many with expertise in the construction and
building industry. This advisory group is assisting school leaders in
exploring how the district should move forward in upgrading our
school buildings.
The group meets regularly and in December 2015 helped the district select
Harrison Planning Group (HPG) to facilitate collaboration between the
school district and the community. The firm is a frequent visitor to our
school campus and is completing a comprehensive facility assessment
of our K-12 facilities.

Old boilers, no longer used and abandoned in place, remain
in the basement of Grandview Heights High School.

conditions, capacities, and what is needed in a 21st Century learning
environment. Follow-up facilitated discussions and exercises with
participants will also guide and shape future options.
Grandview Heights Schools is exploring ALL options for our school
buildings and no decisions have been made at this time. The community
engagement process will create options which will then be vetted and
narrowed down to a preferred option for the future. This is why it is so vital
that all residents participate in this process and help shape the future of our
schools for generations to come.

Help Us Shape the Future.
Join the Conversation.
Ensuring that our Grandview Heights Schools students have access to a
21st Century learning environment, one that they will encounter in today’s
colleges and the workforce, is vital to their success. We must also ensure we
use our facility funds in the most efficient manner possible for taxpayers.
We will keep you informed as our planning work continues. In the
meantime if you have any questions, email us at superintendent@ghcsd.org
or call (614) 485-4015.

Our school buildings house aging infrastructures and building
systems that are either abandoned, nearing, or well beyond
their lifespan.

HPG measured and analyzed every square inch of our school buildings.
The work was threefold: analyze the operational efficiencies of our current
school buildings (23 physical systems including heating, windows,
foundation, roofing, etc.); identify any current Ohio building code
deficiencies or requirements; and determine if our current classrooms
provide the appropriate learning spaces needed for our students to be
successful in the modern world.
Despite the hard work of our maintenance staff, the assessment revealed
that many of our building systems are nearing or well beyond their lifespan.
In addition, the current classroom setting presents challenges in our ability
to deliver a 21st Century education for students.

Phase 2:
Community/Student/Staff Engagement
Starting in August 2016 and continuing through May 2017, we will launch a
comprehensive community engagement process that will include both
district-wide and building-level meetings. We will take what we have
learned from the assessment phase and seek community feedback to help
us design a plan for the future of our school buildings. The meetings will
include in-depth conversations with residents regarding current facility
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Grandview Heights Students Are CURIOUS AND ENGAGED
The 2015-2016 school year was filled with learning opportunities and
experiences that exemplify our mission to maximize and personalize every
student’s learning.

Grandview
Heights High
School Camp
Counselors
pose with
teachers and
staff members
during Fifth
Grade Camp
at Camp
Oty'Okwa.

Stevenson Elementary Spanish Club students learn, share, and
compare with others that Spanish-speaking countries actually
have very diverse cultures.

Stevenson Elementary
third grade leadership
team members celebrate
Arbor Day with
Grandview Heights
Mayor Ray DeGraw. The
all-school celebration
included tree plantings,
specialty songs, and a
Mayoral Proclamation.

The Fifth Grade Career
Speaker Mini-Series allowed
Edison Intermediate
students to meet and learn
about various professions,
including those in the field
of safety. Columbus Police
Officer Chad Caudill and
Columbus Firefighter Lew
Smith, accompanied by his
dog Paz, presented to
students and fielded
questions about the many
facets of their jobs.

Grandview Heights High School students from
RaeAnna Wieland's marine biology class designed and
delivered lesson plans to Stevenson Elementary second
and third graders on the human impact on our oceans.
The second and third graders then brainstormed ways
they can reduce their impact on local and global scales.

Congratulations Marc Alter
Marc Alter, Grandview Heights Schools’ Director of 21st Century Learning, was
honored at the Battelle for Kids 2016 Educators Connect for Success Conference
held on June 14, 2016 at The Ohio State University Student Union. Celebrating with
Alter is his wife Tamar Sorin, Superintendent Andy Culp, and Executive Director of
Battelle for Kids, Jim Mahoney.
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Help Us Shape THE FUTURE OF GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS
FAC I L I T Y P L A N N I N G P RO C E S S

Safe, modern, and efficient school buildings are important to student success. In Grandview
Heights Schools, we have a proud tradition of excellence in the classroom, however our
current facilities are not able to keep our desired ability to provide a 21st Century education
in the most economical way for taxpayers.

Grandview Heights Schools has embarked on a multi-step process to review the current
state of all of our buildings. The goal of this plan is to determine if our school buildings are
up to standards when it comes to student learning and safety, and to also ensure we are
spending taxpayer dollars wisely when it comes to maintaining our aging buildings.

Grandview Heights Schools is exploring ALL options for our school buildings and no
decisions have been made at this time. The community engagement process will create
options which will then be vetted and narrowed down to a preferred option for the future.
This is why it is so vital that all residents participate in this process and help shape the
future of our schools for generations to come.

Help Us Shape the Future. JOIN THE CONVERSATION.
Ensuring that our Grandview Heights Schools students have access to a 21st Century
learning environment, one that they will encounter in today’s colleges and the workforce,
is vital to their success. We must also ensure we use our facility funds in the most efficient
manner possible for taxpayers. We will keep you informed as our planning work continues.
In the meantime if you have any questions, email us at superintendent@ghcsd.org or call
(614) 485-4015.
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FINANCIAL FORECAST REMAINS STABLE BUT NOT WITHOUT CHALLENGES
very May and October, all boards of
education across Ohio are required to
review and approve a five-year financial
forecast for the school district. The
Grandview Heights Schools Board of Education
recently reviewed the district’s latest financial
projections and our district is on a stable path.

This stability would not be possible without the
ongoing support of our community. With all the
unpredictability that goes into school finance, the passage of the
November 2014 levy has been a key factor. Seventy-two percent of
Grandview Heights Schools’ general fund is derived from real estate
taxes and we are always thankful for the taxpayers in our community.
These reductions in staff levels
and insurance costs will reduce
our expenditures by $500,000
annually starting next year.

The second biggest source of
revenue for the district, 21 percent,
comes from state funding. This is an
area that causes five-year projections
to be difficult because money from
the state is constantly in flux.

On the expenditure side, two major changes in the upcoming school
year will affect our projections. First, we will be eliminating two fulltime positions due to a shift in student needs.

GRANDVIEW HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

In addition, the district will also realize an eight percent reduction in
the district’s insurance renewal for next year. This alone will make a
huge impact on our spending projections as the district has
experienced, on average, a 15 percent annual increase in insurance
costs over the past five years. These reductions in staff levels and
insurance costs will reduce our expenditures by $500,000 annually
starting next year.

One of our main goals in Grandview Heights Schools is to do what we
can to remain fiscally stable and use our resources efficiently. We will
continue to monitor funding from all angles while providing the best
education possible for our
students. We are equally
committed to making
sure our funds are
prioritized for use in the
classroom to benefit
our students, our staff,
and, ultimately, our
community.
Beth Collier, Treasurer

Stevenson Elementary students enjoy All Arts Day
by exploring art through a variety of mediums and
approaches including pavement painting.
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