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Blossom Hill Vision Statement – (Abilities and skills we expect our students to acquire and take-out into the world)
All students will have the necessary skills to become enthusiastic, life-long learners and productive, empathetic, respectful members of society.
Blossom Hill Mission Statement – (What we need to do as a school community to ensure this happens)
The Blossom Hill School community takes pride in providing an enriched standards-based curriculum in a safe, nurturing environment. We strive to
appreciate an awareness of students’ developmental needs to help them progress toward independence.

IMPORTANT DATES
September

9/1 - Library Volunteer Meeting
8:15 am, Library

9/1 - Hearing Screenings
8:30 am - 2:30 pm (Volunteers start at 8:00 am)
9/5 - Labor Day (No School)
9/7 - Room Parent Meeting
8:15 - 9:00 am, Flex Room
9/9 - ONE CHECK DUE
9/9 - New Family Playdate
2:45- 4:00pm, Blossom Hill Park
9/12 - 9/16 - Walk/Bike to School Week
9/12 - LGUSD Board Meeting
6:30 - 10:30 pm, District Office
9/14 - H&SC Committee Chair Meeting
8:15 - 9:00 am, TBA
9/15 - Art Docents Open House
9:00 am, 17000 Roberts Rd.
(See page 7 for details)
9/16 - Blossom Hill Family Movie Night (New
Date)
7:00 pm, Blossom Hill Blacktop
9/21 - First H&SC Member Meeting
8:15 - 9:00 am, Flex Room

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Dear Blossom Hill Families:
“Safety First” continues to be our motto at Blossom Hill and that includes your
child’s journey to and from school. Arriving to school on time and leaving
immediately when the school day ends are important elements of student safety.
Please note, students in grades 1-5 may enter the campus when supervision begins
at 7:55 am, but must report to the playground for supervised play. The courtyard
and hallways open at 8:07 am when the warning bell rings. Afternoon supervision
ends at 2:45 pm, except Wednesdays, when it ends at 12:25 pm.
After supervision ends each day, the playground is only open to students who are
enrolled in Clubhouse, or those students who are participating in after school
programs sponsored by the Los Gatos/Saratoga Recreation Department. Recreation
department personnel provide student supervision for these programs. I know many
of our families enjoy spending time together on the playground and it’s a fun way to
foster the home/school connection. You and your child are welcome to return to
school after 5:00 pm on weekdays and anytime during the weekends to use the
playground.
In safety together,
Lisa Reynolds, Principal

BLOSSOM HILL HOME & SCHOOL CLUB
2016 ONE CHECK

BEEHIVE SUBMISSIONS

Just a reminder that Blossom Hill School does not ask families to purchase a long
list of back-to-school supplies. Instead, our teachers purchase all supplies in bulk to
keep our kids fully equipped in the classroom. It’s cheaper for you, and more
efficient for the school. We simply request that you donate funds to cover these
supplies via our ONE CHECK program, posted in the Back-to-School e-Packet on the
Blossom Hill web site. Any of the three donation levels in the ONE CHECK program
include a contribution towards school supplies.

CHECK IT OUT

MRS. MARTIN’S ART LESSONS

Need an article, event or volunteer request
published in The Beehive? Email your school
related item on the Friday before the next week’s
newsletter. Please submit articles or questions to
our Beehive editor at beehive@blossomhill.org.

One Check Form
Fun Fridays
eScrip
H&SC on Facebook

Please visit Mrs. Martin’s Art blog at: http://www.mrsmartinartclass.blogspot.com/
for updates on what is happening in your student’s art classroom, student artwork
from across the district, and parent child activities that connect to each lesson!

LGUSD Elementary Art Program is funded by LGEF
The Beehive is written exclusively to inform the Blossom Hill community of school information. Articles, information, calendars, etc. may not be duplicated or reprinted in
any manner without the permission of the Home and School Club and of the BHS administration.
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What’s the Buzz?
WEEKLY WISDOM

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BUZZ
Don’t miss the following upcoming events!

FAQ of the Week

Q: If one of the staff parking spots is empty, can I park in it?
A: No. During school hours the parking spots with “STAFF”
painted on the blacktop are reserved for staff only. Please find
a parking spot in the lot other than spots marked “RESERVED”
or “STAFF.”

Student Quote of the Week

A kindergartener who was in Transitional K last year was about to
go with the class on the beginning of school Kinder Gingerbread
Man hunt. His advice to his fellow hunters was when you catch the
sneaky man eat his legs first so that he doesn’t run away again.

Important School Contact Information
Office: 408-335-2100
Attendance: 408-335-2145
Fax: 408-358-6438
Office Hours: 7:30 am - 3:30 pm
jsheehan@lgusd.org
ciadams@lgusd.org

Library Volunteer Meeting

September 1, 8:15 am - Library
If you signed up at Back-to-School Night as a library volunteer,
come to this meeting to attend the training and find out what is
new in the library this year.

Room Parent Meeting

September 7, 8:15 am - Flex Room
If you’re a Room Parent this year, please come to this brief, but
very important meeting to learn everything you need to know
about being a Room Parent. Can’t make it or have a question?
Contact vicepresident@blossomhill.org.

New Family Playdate

September 9, 2:45 - 4:00 pm - Blossom Hill Park
Bring a snack and a drink and meet other new Blossom Hill
families.

First H&SC Member Meeting

WELCOMING ALL NEW
BLOSSOM HILL SCHOOL
FAMILIES!
Did you move to Los Gatos this summer? Do you have a new
1st-5th grader at the school? The New Family Welcome Committee
wants to welcome you to the community and answer your
questions. Please join us for a playdate at the park! No RSVP is
needed. Siblings are always welcome.

Informal New Blossom Hill Family Playdate
Friday, September 9, 2:45 - 4:00 pm
Blossom Hill Park Playground
Bring a Snack & Drink

Please email us at NewFamilyWelcome@blossomhill.org with any
questions.

LIBRARY VOLUNTEER MEETING
Thursday, September 1, 8:15 am

Itching to help out in the library? Here’s your chance to inspire a
love of reading in children while getting to know the other
students and parents in your child’s class! Volunteers support class
Library visits by checking in, checking out, and filing books, as
well as assisting students in finding titles. We need four volunteers
per class, two rotating every other week. Class visits are about 30
minutes.
If you signed up at Back-to-School Night, please attend the
Library Volunteer Training on Thursday, September 1.
Volunteers with prior Library experience should attend training to
find out what’s new this year in the Library! The training session
will be led by Blossom Hill Librarian, Mrs. Grespan.

September 21, 8:15 - 9:15 am - Flex Room
All are welcome! Please join us for the first Home & School Club
membership meeting of the year. Come to learn about the many
programs and events we have planned for the school year.

Save the Date!

BLOSSOM HILL’S HARVEST
FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 16
11:30 am - 3:00 pm
What is the Harvest Festival?

This annual event is a day of fun and games for the entire family
and a great way to support our school. We’ll have games and
prizes, great food, karaoke, cake walk, raffle, and a vendor fair!
You and your children do not want to miss this event! Please note
that this is not a drop off event. Parent supervision of children is
required throughout the event.

Ways You Can Help Now

• Save the date on your calendar
• Support your child’s room parent when they ask for volunteers
to run games and activities

BUZZ BOOK GOING DIGITAL
Exciting news! Our student directory is going digital! More info to
come!

Together we help our children blossom!
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What’s the Buzz?
THANK YOU!
A huge THANK YOU to the Lazovsky, Schaper, Black, Schweitzer,
and Vernale families for hosting the ultimate men’s night out and
poker showdown on Friday, August 26. This sign-up party from The
Hive raised $8,000 plus an additional $3,500 the night of the event
to support vital Home & School Club funded programs that
enhance and enrich our childrens' education. We appreciate all of
the time and effort you gave to organizing this amazing evening!

HEAD LICE
An outbreak of head lice usually occurs in schools
throughout the
county beginning in the fall. An
increase in cases is usually seen about 3 weeks after
Halloween, Thanksgiving, December recess, February
recess, and Spring break. This is due to children
arriving back from sleepover camps, traveling, and
trying on Halloween costumes or winter gear.
Head lice are spread by direct contact, such as sharing of brushes,
combs, hair ties, helmets, caps, hats, and scarves. They are also
spread easily at sleepovers, camps, places where a child’s head
rests on a seat, and other sharing events. Lice do not hop or fly.
Signs to watch for with your child(ren) are intense itching,
especially behind the ears and at the nape of the neck, live lice on
the scalp, and/or nits (eggs) securely attached to the hair shaft.
Check your child’s head frequently for evidence of head lice.
If you find head lice on your child, please inform the school, your
child’s close friends, and after school programs/day care
providers. In addition to treating your child for head lice, be sure
to include a thorough vacuuming of the furniture and carpets in
your home along with the seats in your car. Additionally, brushes,
combs, hair ties, stuffed animals, pillows, jackets, and backpacks
should be washed in hot water or encased in a plastic bag for
three weeks.
Again, to break the cycle of head lice, it is advised that parents
check their child(ren)’s head frequently for evidence of head lice.

FUN FRIDAYS
Do you have free time during lunch on Fridays from 11:40 am to
1:00 pm? FUN FRIDAYS needs your help.

Free2Me
Fundraisers
Together We Help Our Children Blossom

Free2Me Fundraisers are programs that allow families to shop
online and at stores for everyday products and services and a
percentage of your purchase is contributed to Blossom Hill School.
As you shop, you will support the programs that make Blossom Hill
special. Most of these programs require little effort to set up and
no work to maintain. We even have people who can help you get
registered. Get started today and help support our children!

Each BoxTop is worth 10 cents for
our school.
Box Tops for Education makes it easy to earn
cash for Blossom Hill School. You can clip the
coupons from hundreds of your favorite
products.
Look for turn-in dates in the
Wednesday Packet and from your classroom Box
Tops representative.
Check out this link for a complete list of participating products!
Questions? Contact Satya Chelamkuri at boxtops@blossomhill.org

Nob Hill “Something Extra” and
“Extra Credit”
This is a special program through Nob Hill
Foods. Enroll in Nob Hill’s “Something Extra”
program to earn points for yourself, then join
their “Extra Credit” program. When you
designate Blossom Hill H&SC as your
organization and enter your Something Extra
ID every time you shop, Blossom Hill H&SC will
receive a contribution!
Contact nobhill@blossomhill.org to get registered.

Office Depot

also runs give back-to-school programs, so don’t
forget to mention Blossom Hill at Office Depot!
Questions/Problems? Email Free2me@blossomhill.org

On Fridays during lunch recess, the Multipurpose Room is
transformed into a fun zone where our children play board games,
make crafts, and can even explore on special Science Fun Fridays.
Generated through Project Cornerstone, Fun Fridays offers a
welcoming environment where our children can make new friends
and enjoy an alternative to outdoor sports activities. The program
is only possible with the help of parent volunteers.
Click here to sign up as a volunteer for a Fun Friday shift. In
addition, we are always looking for DONATIONS of board games
and craft supplies. For more information contact Jo Venezia at
funvisors@blossomhill.org.

Amazon Smile
Designate Blossom Hill H&SC as your charity when shopping at
smile.Amazon.com and a percentage of your purchase will go to
the school!

Together we help our children blossom!

Page 4

What’s the Buzz?

Our One Check Fundraiser is back this year to support our

Distinguished School, by funding all the programs that enrich
core academics and enhance learning with a focus on the whole
child. Thank you for your generosity; every contribution makes
a big diﬀerence.
What is One Check? It's Blossom Hill's largest fundraiser of the school year.
The Blossom Hill Home & School Club raises funds for the following programs:
*Academics: Literacy/Reading, Science, & P.E.
*Technology & Technology Supplies
*Safety & Emergency, Yard Supervision, & Health Clerk
*Student Enrichment: Assemblies, Science Fair, Mileage Club, etc...
*Art & Music, Library, Community Involvement
**California school funding and property taxes do not cover any of these
programs.
Still not convinced? Look at all the beneﬁts your child receives:

The 2016-2017 school year oﬀers 3 contribution levels to choose
from to support the Home & School Club, designed to accommodate all
ﬁnancial situations:
Patron: $350 per child (Our suggested contribution level)
Benefactor: $500 per child (For those able to give a little more)
Donor: $75 per child (Covers supplies & workbooks)
========================
Click HERE to DONATE!
========================

Together we help our children blossom!
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BEE Informed
DON’T DELAY - SIGN UP FOR ESCRIP!
What is the eScrip Program?

eScrip is a vital, behind-the-scenes fundraising program that generates approximately $4,000 per year for Blossom Hill School. The
eScrip program was created in 1999 and has distributed over $250 million to schools and youth organizations across the country. eScrip
has proven to be a fantastic resource for fundraising where participating business partners contribute a percentage of your credit card
and debit/ATM card, and grocery loyalty card purchases to the school, group or organization of your choice.

How Does It Work?

IT’S SAFE AND EASY!! Just register any or all of your existing credit, debit/ATM as well as your club card(s) at www.escrip.com and
designate Blossom Hill School I.D. 137330968. Participating local grocery stores such as Lunardi’s, Gene’s Fine Foods, and Lucky, as well
as local restaurants such as Los Gatos Bar & Grill, Fleur de Cocoa, Hanna, and Bucca di Beppo will make contributions to Blossom Hill for
each purchase made using your registered cards. Thousands of participating restaurants across the U.S. will also make contributions to
Blossom Hill for each purchase made at their establishment when you use your registered credit/debit cards.
Anyone can participate! Parents, teachers, friends and other family members are encouraged to register their credit/debit/grocery
cards as well, and a percentage of all their purchases made with their registered cards at participating eScrip merchants will be given
back to our school. A summary of your total monthly purchase amounts is available to you online, allowing you to see just how much you
are earning for our school.

Don’t Delay - Sign Up Today

1. Log onto www.escrip.com or fill out eScrip form located in front office.
2. Enter Blossom Hill School I.D. 137330968.
3. Register all of your current debit/ATM cards, credit cards and club cards.
4. Use your registered cards for all your everyday purchases at participating merchants.
5. A percentage of each purchase made with a registered card at participating merchants and restaurants will AUTOMATICALLY be
contributed our school - you do nothing!
6. When SHOPPING ONLINE, a percentage of your purchases can also be donated to our school if you use the eScrip Online Mall. Simply
go to www.escrip.com and click on the eScrip Online Mall icon. From there you can go directly to hundreds of your favorite online
retailers, including Nordstrom Rack, Gap, Pottery Barn, Toys R Us, eBay, Apple, Expedia, iTunes, Ann Taylor and many, many more!
Save the link as an icon on your desktop for fast and easy access!

You Can Make a Difference!

Think your everyday purchases won’t make a difference? The average family registered at eScrip earns approximately $150 per year for
their designated group. Imagine the potential earnings for our school if all Blossom Hill families participated in this program:
1 Blossom Hill Family =
$150 per year
100 Blossom Hill Families = $15,000 per year
450 Blossom Hill Families = $67,500 per year

Already an eScrip Old-timer?

We value our long-time eScrip members, but many of you are earning little to no money for our school because your current cards are
not registered. So that you can continue your full earning potential, we ask that you take a few moments to check your account at
www.escrip.com and make sure it is up-to-date with all of your and your spouse’s current credit, debit and grocery club card
information. Thank you!!
Have questions or need help registering? Contact Yasmin Bomann at escrip@blossomhill.org.

DID YOU KNOW?

Many companies offer employee matching programs for financial donations. But did you know that some companies also make matching
donations in exchange for volunteer time? These programs are called Volunteer Grants. If you work for a company that offers this
benefit, (Cisco is one of them), it's an easy way to generate a bit of extra funding for Blossom Hill that simply requires your time, not
your checkbook.
Does your company offer a Volunteer Grant as part of its HR package? You can find out by clicking here and searching for your company
name. Look down the list of benefits and see if Volunteer Grant is listed. If so, we encourage you to participate in continued support of
your child and Blossom Hill!

Together we help our children blossom!
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BEE Informed
2016-2017
Fundraising Drive
Ensure your child gets a High Quality education.
A high quality education goes beyond standard academics to educate the whole child.
Unfortunately, Los Gatos schools lack funding compared to similar districts. Los Gatos
Education Foundation (LGEF) helps “fill the gap” with over $500,000 in district-wide
education programs that benefit over 3,300 Elementary and Middle School students.

LGEF
Program
Priorities for
2016-2017

Music Teachers
Art Teachers and Art Docents
Science (Maker Workshops)
Counseling

Together, we educate.
It Takes 2!
It takes two great organizations to ensure a great education. LGEF funds programs at the district
level while the Home & School club focuses on school-specific activities. Donations to both
organizations ensure your child gets a high quality education.

Donate today.

What’s WRONG with this picture?

Goal is 100% participation by all families.
We suggest a donation of $50/month or $600 per child.
Other, similar districts ask for $1,000 per child or more.

2015 Education Spending per Child
$11,896
$9,990 $10,611 $11,232

$13,504

Consider giving at a higher level if practical.
Impact more and be recognized as a major contributor.
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DONATE at www.lgef.org
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We welcome and encourage gifts of all levels.
Each family should give what is meaningful to them.
Every donation makes a difference and is appreciated.

Source: www.Ed-Data.org

Los Gatos schools receive LESS per student from the
state and federal government than other Districts. You
have the power to change this with your donation.

Together we help our children blossom!
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BEE Informed

Do you love art?
Come to the Art Docents of
Los Gatos Open House to learn about
volunteering as an Art Docent in Los Gatos
elementary school classrooms. Active
members are asked to complete four art
appreciation presentations per month,
approximately a 30-minute commitment per
presentation. Art Docents also participate in a
range of social activities such as museum field
trips and small fundraisers. Training is on
Thursdays for 10 weeks. For more information
visit www.artdocents.com
or call (408) 335-2366.

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK!

H&SC CALENDAR IS ONLINE!

To get breaking H&SC news and timely reminders on Facebook, go
to http://www.facebook.com/BHHSC or search Blossom Hill Home
and School Club and hit LIKE.

Did you know that our Home & School Club Calendar in online?
Click here to see our Google Calendar, which you can subscribe to:
http://hsc.blossomhill.org/hsc-calendar.html

Together we help our children blossom!

