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EMPTY BOWLS
PROJECT
By: Sophie
The Empty Bowls
Project is an international
grass roots effort to fight
hunger. People make bowls
out of clay. Guests are invited
to a simple meal of bread and
soup. Great Falls is going to
do almost the same thing, but
instead of soup and bread, we
will be having popcorn for a
movie night! It takes place in
December, right here at Great
Falls! Each student will be
making a bowl in art class.
Parents can donate cash to
buy their child’s bowl. The
money raised will go to the
food pantry. The bowls serve
as a reminder of all the empty
bowls in the world. We will
keep you updated as this
project continues.

Great Falls Focuses on Compassion
Compassion Assembly
By: Stephen
Wednesday, October 9th, Spark’s Ark and The Animal
Refuge League came to our school. To start the assembly, Mrs.
Mosey led us in singing All Of My Friends to remind us that we
need to be friends with animals. After that, Josh from Spark’s
Ark brought in and showed us a desert tortoise, barn owl, boa
constrictor, and a sugar glider. Josh also told us some neat facts
about each animal he displayed. Then a woman from The Animal
Refuge League took over the microphone and started telling us
about how we could show compassion for animals by donating things
like food, toys, collars, and leashes. The animals at The Animal
Refuge League, like all animals, need lots of supplies to be happy
and healthy.
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News from the
Principal

Hello Great Falls Families!
Education is all wrapped up in acronyms… have you noticed? IEP, PLP, SAU, CSP… but there are a couple in particular that
we would like to introduce you to and explain. Here at Great Falls, we pride ourselves on being a community of learners. Staff
join students in making each day an opportunity to do something better, smarter, more efficient than the day before. We
strive to make Great Falls, what is coined in the field, a PLC – Professional Learning Community (PLC ). In a PLC,
collaboration is key. Teachers learn from teachers. They roll up their sleeves, study instructional strategies, curriculum, and
student achievement data, so that their effectiveness is improved, thereby increasing your child’s chances for success in
school. This year, Great Falls classroom teachers are released from the classroom to meet in their grade level groups
(Professional Learning Teams – PLTs ) to do this work. Once each week, at 2:30, one of two things is happening: our literacy
lab staff come into your child’s classroom to work on grade level appropriate skills or Ms. Tardif, school social worker, or Mrs.
Fortier, Assistant Principal, are in your child’s classroom conducting lessons from “Steps to Respect,” a bullying prevention
program. We are all quite excited and very optimistic about this endeavor. It has much support nationally as the best, most
meaningful and authentic way for teachers to improve their practice.
Our fall assessment data is in and we have begun studying it to ensure that your child’s educational program is one that will
best fit his/her needs. When you meet during parent-student-teacher conferences this month, you will review this data in
addition to other work products from the classroom to get a snapshot of your child’s academic achievement.
Another routine practice in the fall is our safety drills. We have practiced evacuation for the building, for example because of
a fire, and have exercised a lockdown drill to prepare for the unlikely event of an unsafe intruder to our school campus. Our
staff has training for both of these events and our students have done a great job participating appropriately. If you are a
volunteer in our building, please make sure you have a basic understating of your responsibility in the event either of these
should happen while you are with us. If you need more information, please feel free to contact us.
Do you know our C ode of Con duct ? These five characteristics of an excellent citizen are the cornerstones of our school
climate here at Great Falls. Please ask your child what the five areas of the “C of C” are. If he/she cannot recite and explain
them to you, we want to know, because then we have more work to do! These areas are prominently posted around our
school, are discussed and studied in classrooms, and are the themes for our full school assemblies. For example, our last
assembly was centered around “compassion.” In her planning, Mrs. Fortier took the approach of compassion for animals.
We were visited by Spark’s Ark and the Animal Refuge League. T hank you, by the way, for the many donations we were able
to collect for the local animal shelter! The response was incredible and very much appreciated by the folks at the shelter.
During the school year, students who show outstanding citizenship (“Citizens of the Code”) are nominated by their teachers
and are celebrated by the entire school.
We’ve had a wonderful, busy start to the school year – we hope you agree! As always, when you have any questions,
concerns, ideas or wonderings, please make sure to contact us. Communication is key! Here’s what the coming weeks look
like at Great Falls:
*Wednesday, October 30th and Thursday, October 31st – In-school Vision and Hearing checks for grades K, 1, 3, and 5.
*Tuesday Evening, November 5th – Great Falls Family Literacy and Math Night! More info coming to you on this.
*Monday, November 11th – No school in honor of Veterans’ Day
*Friday, November 15th – No school due to district Teacher Inservice
*Monday, November 18th marks the start of the Great Falls Food Drive to benefit our local food pantry. More info to come.
*Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, November 27th, 28th, 29th, - No school for Thanksgiving Break!
Enjoy this beautiful Fall weather! We look forward to seeing you out and about at Great Falls!
Best,
Jane Esty
And
Becky Fortier
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80’s Day
By: Brandon
For out first spirit day, the
Student Ambassadors chose
80’s day. For 80’s day some of
the students and teachers
dressed up 1980’s style.
One of the students had an
afro and my teacher had his
collar up. Some girls had
gloves that had holes in them,
and wacky hair styles.
The principal and teachers
played a little 80’s music too.

News from
Issuthe
e [# Nurse
] :: [ Date ]
He ar ing a nd V is io n S cr ee ni ng:
Hearing and Vision screening days
are Oct. 30 and 31 at Great Falls for
students in grades K, 1, 3, and 5 as
mandated by the state. Height and
weight measurements will also be
done. If your child wears glasses,
please be sure they bring them to
school those days. If your child has
difficulty with the hearing or vision
screening, they will be checked again
within the next month or so and if
there is still difficulty, you will
receive a written notice from the
school nurse.
If you have any questions or
concerns about these screenings,
please contact Beth Ewing, RN at
222-1062.

Ms.Speed
By: Bailey
I interviewed Mrs. Ewing’s intern Ms. Speed. Ms. Speed
is taking classes to be a nurse that works with children. Here is
what I learned from Ms. Speed.
I learned that in order to be a nurse you need to take
maternity and community health class. You also need to know
many different fields. Two of Ms. Speed’s interests in being a
nurse are working with kids and pediatrics. I learned that one
of her responsibilities is to take a student’s temperature when
they come in not feeling well. She asks the student some
questions about when they started feeling sick. She is in
charge of recording their answers.
Ms. Speed’s favorite thing about being a nurse is the
great learning experience. She is spending ten weeks interning
at Great Falls, and she is here on Thursdays. She currently
goes to school at St. Joseph’s College in Standish Maine. Ms.
Speed wants to work as a nurse at a hospital. She plans to be
a nurse that helps children.
I hope you learned more about Ms. Speed.
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Being a Writer
K-5 Writing Curriculum

Following a pilot study during the 2012-2013 school year, we began full
implementation of Being a Writer in September for all K-5 students. Being a Writer is a
framework for teaching writing workshop. It exhibits strong Common Core alignment,
reinforces our Code of Conduct and uses quality trade books to inspire student writing.
There has been a wonderful response from the students and teachers involved in Being a
Writer. Teachers find students are willing and able to write for longer periods of time and
with greater detail. They love the classroom management and ethical components taught in
the program as well. There is a sense of accomplishment as you enter into these
classrooms. The teachers are providing students with quality tools and instruction that
inspire and motivate these young writers.
-Kim Fadrigon, Literacy Coordinator

Th e C onstitutional Convention
By: Mia and Julia
Mrs.Paolino and Mr.Choate’s classes did a
play about the Constitutional Convention. The
students described and acted out what happened
in that time. The kids dressed up as important
people during the play.
The students made costumes to go with the
role they were to act. Some people made hair and
accessories.
In the beginning the idea was to edit the
Articles of Confederation, but then it turned into
creating a whole new form of government. The new
form of government followed the Virginia Plan. In the
Virginia Plan there are three branches of government
called the executive, legislative, and the judicial
branch.
In the end they signed the constitution, and the
classes ended with singing the Preamble. The play
was very entertaining and very informative.

4

Mrs.S tan le y’s Com pos tin g P rojec t
By : Mia
Mrs.Stanley and her class have been
composting. They compost almost everyday.
Mrs. Stanley and her class put things like
pencil shavings, fruits, vegetables, and paper
towels into the composter.
The classroom has a little composter by
the sink and then there is a big composter
behind the garden. On Friday two kids have
a job to bring all of the compost from the
little composter to the big composter behind
the garden. Mrs.Stanley’s class started the
project in the beginning of the year and is
planning to do it for the rest of the year.
Mrs.Stanley started this project because
she composts at home. Also, she thinks it is
so important to teach kids to compost so
they can help the environment.
Composting helps the environment
because instead of putting fruits and
vegetables in the trash we can compost it.
This way landfills will have less trash and
the compost can make soil.
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A Note from the Learning Lab ~ FLUENCY in Reading and Math
Reading Fluency is the ability to decode text with speed, accuracy, and the appropriate expression. Reading
fluency is important because it provides a bridge between word recognition and reading comprehension. Since
fluent readers don't have to concentrate on decoding the actual words, they can focus their attention on what the
text actually means. They can make mental connections throughout the text, as well as apply those connections
to their personal backgrounds and experiences.
Simply, fluent readers recognize the words and comprehend their overall meaning at the same time.
Math Fact Fluency is the ability to recall the answers to basic math facts automatically and without hesitation.
Educators and scientists agree that the ability to recall basic math facts fluently is necessary for students to attain
higher-order math skills. In other words, if students develop rapid, effortless, and error-less recall of basic math
facts, it leaves their attention and memory available to attack more complicated problems such as long division.
What is basic fact fluency? Being able to add and subtract within 20 and multiply and divide within 100.
What Can You Do to Help? READ with your children. No matter their age, read aloud daily with your child,
WHY?
6. Reading aloud to your child provides an example of how fluent reading sounds. 5. Improving vocabulary
improves reading and writing. 4. It opens up new worlds for you and your children. 3. It’s a conversation starter,
and a great way to talk about emotional health. 2. It can lead to a lifelong love of reading.
1. Time spent together is always worthwhile. ENCOURAGE Math Fact Practice!
The more our students practice, the more they learn.
Here are a few ways to keep it fun:
1. Multiplication War: Players each draw two cards from a deck, then multiply/add them together. The player with
the largest product/sum wins the round.
2. Dice: Students roll two dice, then multiply/add the 2 numbers they rolled together.
3. Dominoes: Draw a domino that is face down. Multiply/add the dots on either side of the domino together.
4. Number Draw (Great car game for everyone, excluding the driver of course!): Two players put their hands
behind their backs. On the count of three, partners draw and show fingers. The first person to say the
correct product/sum wins the round.
5. License Plate Math: Using numbers from the car in front of
you, add/multiply the two largest numbers, find the
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Student Ambassadors
By: Lexus
Student ambassadors are role models for Great Falls. They
demonstrate leadership roles by participating in bus duty, lunch
duty, and morning announcements. They also collect bottles,
and help the school’s gardens stay beautiful. Student
ambassadors look out for others that may need help, especially
the younger ones. They aim to make Great Falls a better school
than it already is.

Creative Arts Projects
By: Nevin
All the 5th graders filled out a survey. They had options
based on what they wanted to do or what they wanted to learn
about. Those results were used to break students up into
groups during special on an Early Release day. There were
groups doing an online adventure, learning how to play an
instrument, playing floor hockey, and making a sketchbook.
Every kid had a great time. These Creative Arts Projects
are only just getting started. They give 5th graders an extra
chance to follow their interests.
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Mrs. Farley’s First Graders make birds to go
along with their latest reading books.

Mrs. McAlli sters Blog!
By: Cail yn
I interviewed Mrs. McAllister about
her blog because I wanted to know more
about it! Mrs. McAllister created it because
she saw other book blogs and loved them. She wanted
to inspire kids and parents to enjoy the books that she
loves.
Mrs. McAllister loves reading because it is like a
dream to her. She said that she’s learned more in kids
books and chapter books than she has from text books, so
she loves those kind of books.
Mrs. McAllister likes to blog about new books that
are coming out in 2013. She likes to read and review new
books for other people.
Some of her favorite books are the Harry Potter
series and The Sisters Grimm. Some people don’t know this
about Mrs. McAllister, but she was not always a book
person. She started reading a lot more in her 30s and has
not stopped.
You should check out her blog.
It is a great place
to find books to read and to learn about great reading
opportunities and happenings. Check it out at:

http://thelatebloomersbookblog.blogspot.com/

Mrs. Lesperance’s
First Graders
have a great
time learning
about
measurement.
They measured
pumpkins and
collected data
about their
measurements.

Lo re m Ip sum Do lo r

[I ssue ] :: [ Date ]

Mrs.
Mosher
teaches
her class
all about
80’s
exercise
on 80’s
day.
They
worked
out to a
Jane
Fonda
video for
a fitness
break!

Students from Mrs. Lyons and Mrs. Hodgson’s
Class work on their social skills. They held a
baby shower for Mrs. Burbine and each
presented her with a special book to read to her
new baby.
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What an exciting day for these
teachers of Great Falls! They
were attending a conference and
got to meet and talk to Temple
Grandin. Ms. Grandin is doctor
of animal science and a
professor. She has been
instrumental in helping others
understand autism.

Ms. Leeper and Mrs. Farley’s
students got together to create
some fall crafts. It is so much fun
working with our buddies!
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Our Animal Observation Walk
By Ms. LaRosa’s Second Grade
We went on an observation walk to study animals in the wild. It was a
nice sunny day in October. The leaves were changing colors. We were
excited.
First, we saw a black lab puppy right outside the school. He was cute
and fluffy. Then we saw a caterpillar in the parking lot next to the cafeteria.
It was a Wooly Bear caterpillar. It was black and orange, and also fluffy.
Next, we headed down to the pond. We approached the pond quietly.
We saw about eight Mallard ducks. We saw something standing in the water.
Suddenly it disappeared. Some kids said it was a Great Blue Heron. Ms.
LaRosa said, “Oh, I don’t think so, boys and girls.” We kept on walking.
At the outdoor classroom, we looked for more animals, and evidence of
animals. Some people found salamanders.
They were small, black and orange, and slimy. They were hard to hold onto.
We saw quite a few insects like spiders, stinkbugs, a dragonfly, a
rolypoly, a ladybug, a yellow moth or butterfly, and a white moth or butterfly.
Some of the evidence of animal life we saw was a woodpecker hole, insect
holes in leaves, a spiderweb, pine cone leftovers, bubbles in the water, and a
tree stump that looked like a good animal habitat.
When it was time to head back to school, we walked around the other
side of the pond. Suddenly, we heard a loud squawk. We turned around and up
flew a Great Blue Heron! WOW! It was huge and beautiful. It was an
incredible sight to see it fly away.

Spider Time
By: Cailyn
Mrs. Sturgis’ Second Graders
have been studying spiders.
They have learned that if a
spider sac grew to 20 times
its size it would be able to
stop a jet. That is very
strong. They made spider
books, decorated their room
with lots of spiders, and
even watched Charlotte’s
Web.
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