
 ̀

9201 Grindlay Street * Cypress, CA 90630 * 714 827-4500 *  www.stischoolcypress.org 

le
a

rn
in

g
, 
b

e
lie

v
in

g
, 
a

n
d

 s
e

rv
in

g
..
.t
o

g
e

th
e

r 

Parish School  

Spring 2016 

SZ. Irenaeus  

 
Dear Fellow Alumni and Parents, 
 
We are in the middle of wrapping up our school year, which is a perfect time to reflect and to thank those 
alumni who have supported us through prayer, time and financial assistance. St. Irenaeus is a special place in 
that there are so many faculty and staff who have a history here at the school, and we get many alumni visitors 
back to say hello. We currently have six faculty and staff members who graduated from St. I and eleven whose 
children are either current students or have attended and are now part of our school alumni. I think that makes 
us unique and is also a reminder that we are a family with a rich history here at St. I. 
 
We continue to have much to be thankful for this year as we grow and offer additional programs at the school. 
We currently have 356 students and are looking to continue an upward trend in enrollment. Catholic schools 
have changed over the years and we strive to be more inclusive to all levels of learners. To help us in this 
endeavor this year we started a full time learning support program to help students in all grades that need 
additional assistance in their academics. We continue to increase the use of technology in the classroom with 
more Chromebooks and laptops throughout all classes. These tools are used throughout the day to enhance 
the learning of the students and to help them better prepare for high school. 
 
This year we have increased our focus on making our campus as safe as possible by adding additional 
fencing in the TK/Kindergarten area and this summer Phase II will add additional fencing around the school 
buildings. We will also have video cameras to allow for an additional level of security. When you stop by to visit 
please do not be dissuaded by the extra level of security from stopping by the office to gain access to the 
school.   
 
June 3rd we had 29 young men and women graduate from St. I and are now headed on to their high school of 
choice. Once again we had 100% of our students that applied to a Catholic school accepted, and many of 
them accepted with honors. Every one of them is well prepared for what lies ahead, and I hope that they will 
continue to learn and grow, and return to share their experiences. 
 

Inside you can read about some of this yearôs alumni that are graduating from high school and what lies ahead 
for them. We are very proud of the accomplishments of these young men and women, as well as all of the St. I 
alumni that are making a positive difference in our world today. We would love to hear from all of the alumni 
and encourage you to check out our school website and the new alumni link. You can register yourself, 
connect with classmates, add a message to the guestbook and read some of the past issues of the alumni 
newsletter. We are also encouraging alumni to check out the Alumni Room on 
Saturday during the Fiesta.    
 
I am very grateful for all of our alumni and their continued support of our school. 
Thank you for all that you do to make a difference in St. I. 
 
Monica (St. Hilaire) Hayden 
St. Irenaeus Class of 1977 

Principal 
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Class of 1985 Reunion 

Several members from the Class of 1985 
gathered together for a mini reunion over 
Thanksgiving weekend. Beverly Harrison 
and Larry Mazur, two of their teachers from 
St. Irenaeus, also attended the gathering. 
The group had a good time reminiscing 
about the past and admiring some of their 
old uniforms. 

Patty Richmond, Giselle & Glen Bustos Phil Ramirez and Melissa Champagne Beverly Harrison and Tania Sieks 

Aileen Reyes and Phil Ramirez 

Class of 1972 
From time to time, three members from the Class of 
1972 get together to slowly ride bike rides through 

different Orange County venues. This shot was taken 
during their ride from San Juan Capistrano to San 
Clemente. From left to right: Renne Gardner, John 
Law (St. Anthony Claret grad), Glen Dizon, and 

George OôHara 



School and Alumni News 

Class of 2012 
St. Joseph High School  

Justine Litonjua  
Justine really enjoyed St. Joseph High School. She was a member of the National Honor Society, 
California Scholarship Federation, Math Honor Society, and the Science National Honor Society. 

During her senior year, Justine was in the top 25 of her class. She played on the Varsity Basketball 
Team for two years. Justine will be attending California State University, Long Beach in the fall majoring in Biology. 

 

Shelby Cole  
Shelby Cole is graduating from St. Joseph High School. Shelby involved herself with many 
activities. At the beginning of her junior year she began to gravitate towards a career in the 
military. While playing club volleyball, she reached out to the United States Naval Academy coach, 
Larry Bock. After speaking with him, she began researching the academy, Navy careers, and 
military life. During her junior year she got accepted to the Naval Academy summer program in 
Annapolis, Maryland. Following the program, Shelby applied to the academy and she was 

appointed to the Naval Academy Preparatory School in Newport, Rhode Island. By attending this prep school, Shelby 
will be guaranteed admission to the US Naval Academy. Her major will be Computer Science and she will play 
Division 1 Volleyball. 
 

St. John Bosco High School  
Patrick Davis  

Patrick will be graduating from St. John Bosco High School with honors. Next year he plans to 
attend California State University, Long Beach and major in Psychology. 

 

Carl Eden Jimenez  
Carl Eden will be graduating from St. John Bosco High School. Carl received a merit scholarship 
all four years while attending Bosco. He was on the Principalôs Honor Roll and in the top 25 of his 
class, 3 out of his 4 years. Carl was also a part of the Bosco Marching Band. He traveled with the 
team and won several awards as a musician including the Letterman Award, Musicianship Award, 
Scholar Musician Award, and the Benny Goodman Award. Carl credits St. Irenaeus Parish School 

in preparing him for his rigorous academic schedule at St. John Bosco. Next year, Carl will be attending the 
University of California, Santa Cruz and will major in Computer Engineering. 
 

Rosary High School  
Dominque Manahan  

Dominique is graduating from Rosary Academy, and all four years she was a Royal Scholar 
finishing in the top 10% of her class. Dominique played Varsity Lacrosse all four years, was a 

production editor on the yearbook staff, and stayed involved in honor societies and clubs such as 
French Club, National Honor Society, and Science Honor Society. She recently took 4th place in 
the individual alternate category in the Mathletes Competition at Orange Coast College. Dominique will be attending 

the University of California, Irvine in the fall majoring in Computer Science and Engineering. 
 

Cornelia Connelly High School  
Amanda Joseph 
At Cornelia Connelly, Amanda was very involved in the Art Club and participated in various art 
competitions. Amanda was a finalist in the 2014 Congressional Art Contest in the 46th 
Congressional District. She has earned a merit scholarship to attend the Laguna College of Art 
and Design in the fall. Amanda plans on focusing on video game design. In her spare time 

Amanda is always drawing. She has been involved for many years with Camp del Corazon, which is a camp program 
for children with congenital heart disease.  
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Class of 2008 Updates  

Nicolas Dennison  
After graduating from St. Irenaeus, Nicolas attended Kennedy High School. While in high 
school, Nicolas became involved in the Los Angeles County Fire Department Explorer 
Program and graduated from the Explorer Fire Academy. After graduating from Kennedy in 
2012, Nicolas continued his education at Long Beach City College, majoring in Fire Science, 
and also became a nationally certified Emergency Medical Technician. After completing his 
field of study, Nicolas decided to join the United States Navy. He is assigned to the USS 

John C. Stennis, a Nimitz-class nuclear-powered supercarrier, currently deployed in the South Pacific. Nicolas 
is excited to be working on the flight deck of the aircraft carrier and seeing new places around the world. When 
not out to sea, Nicolas will be stationed in Bremerton, Washington.   

 
Alicia Pedneault  

Alicia has spent the past four years pursuing a BS degree in Civil & Environmental 
Engineering at UCLA. In her time there, she has been an active member of the American 

Society of Civil Engineers, UCLA Student Chapter, participating in projects such as the steel 
bridge, seismic design, and concrete canoe teams. Serving as the Project Executive in her 

senior year, she oversaw seven competitive engineering projects at the ASCE Pacific 
Southwest Regional Conference at CSULB, resulting in UCLA taking home the gold for the first time since 
1994. After graduating, she will be continuing her education at UCLA for a Masters degree in Structural 

Mechanics, and this summer she will be working at Arup Consulting Engineers as a structural engineering 
intern for their buildings division. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class of 2004 

Dr. Payal Patel, DDS   
After completing her Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences in only 3 years at USC, 
Payal attended the Herman Ostrow School of Dentistry of USC. She graduated May 13th, 

2016, as a Doctor of Dental Surgery. She passed her dental licensing exam in April and has 
been chosen to join the Omicron Kappa Upsilon honorary fraternity by alumni for being in the 
top 12% of her graduating class. In addition to her coursework at USC, Payal volunteered at 
dental clinics on skid row in Los Angeles, treated underprivileged children of migrant farmworkers with USCôs 

Mobile Clinic, and went on a dental humanitarian trip to Jamaica. This motivation to play a role in the 
community and to help others began at St. Irenaeus. The values instilled by St. Irenaeus during elementary 

school and junior high helped shape her into a driven and compassionate dentist. 

 
 

Class of 2008 
Pictured here after an 8th grade event.  


