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HILLSIDE SCHOOL CLASS OF 2015
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n Monday, June 8, sixty-four eighth-grade students took center
stage for the Class of 2015 graduation ceremony. Four students
who had the highest grade point averages in the class were recognized with the 2015 Academic Excellence Award; an asterisk follows
their names in the list below. Congratulations to the Hillside School
Class of 2015 and to their families: Adriana Astudillo Avalos, Iyonna
Augustave, Martin Ayala, Alexandria Baker*, Jonas Baker, Michael Bell,
Christopher Benson, Siriah Bland, Gisel Bonilla, Kyra Brimmage, Kayla Brown,
Eric Carrasquillo, Evan Cole, Daniel de Leon, Alexa Fulgencio, Eric Fulgencio,
THE FOUR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD RECIPIENTS HAD
Veronica Gaeta, Kyeren George, Zaria George*, Zaria Glover, Karina
THE HIGHEST GRADE POINT AVERAGES IN THEIR GRADUATING CLASS: ALEXANDRIA BAKER, QUINCEY TROJANOWSKI,
Gonzalez, Karina Guzman, Auriana Hargrett*, Joanna Heredia, Alexander
ZARIA GEORGE, AND AURIANA HARGRETT.
Hernandez, Angeleen Hill, Samuel Holland, Maxine Hurtado, Davarion Jones,
Jessica Jones, Semaj Jones, William Jones, Raghad Kassar, Kyndal Kirkendall, Denise Lazaro, John Lee-Diaz, Daisha Leftridge,
Leon Marshall Jr, Jamar Mobley, Amaya Nichols, Kiana Payton, Marisa Perez, Georgina Preciado, Daniel Quiroz, Melanie
Ramirez Caballero, Kevin Renteria, Alejandro Rodriguez, Lizeth Rodriguez, Jocelyn Rosario, Alexis Sanchez, Darlene Sepulveda,
Marlene Sepulveda, Nicholas Shuflit, Sade Standberry, Lauren Stowers, Quincey Trojanowski*, Darryllricca Turner, Julian Urbina,
Shemar Vance, Kevin Villalobos, Nina Villarreal, Kiara Winfield, Jessica Zagal-Murillo, and Jonnathan Zuno.

Scholarship Recipient Announced
Four years ago, the Hillside Education Association (HEA) and the
Hillside Board of Education established what will be known as the
annual Alan B. Molby Scholarship. The $500 award is presented to
a former Hillside School graduate who is completing high school
and about to attend a college or university. The scholarship honors
a deserving student whose goals Hillside School helped shape. The
scholarship is made possible by matching annual contributions from
the HEA and the Hillside Board of Education in recognition of Teacher
Appreciation Week. Interested students must complete an intensive
application process.

MEET THE NEW SUPERINTENDENT:
(L to R): Dr. Kevin Suchinski, who will become
Hillside School’s new superintendent on July
first, Superintendent Alan Molby, and Principal
Steven Bogren, met with District 93 community
members on the evening of May 6. The PTO
sponsored the “Meet and Greet” for the new
superintendendent at the school following
its monthly board meeting.

After reviewing the applications, a committee comprised of HEA and
Board of Education
members selected
ALAN MOLBY,
SUPERINTENDENT
Jawaune Johnson, who
STEVEN BOGREN,
recently graduated from
PRINCIPAL
Walther Christian
JENNIFER MCGUIRE,
Academy, as this year’s
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
scholarship recipient. He
CYNTHIA WAGNER,
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM
will study graphic design
SARAH JOHNSON-MILLON,
at either Harper or
BUSINESS MANAGER
Carthage College.

Special Events Bring OPPORTUNITIES for
LEARNING and RECOGNITION
Fine Arts Festival
DURING THE FINE
ARTS FESTIVAL,
(L) THE CONCERT
BAND PERFORMED,
AND (BELOW)
THE ENTIRE
SCHOOL BECAME
A GALLERY
FILLED WITH
THE STUDENTS’
ARTWORK.

H

School Citizen of the Year

According to her teachers, “Alexandria
displays great character in all that she
does, as a school leader, role model,
and as a determined and caring young
woman. She has been very involved
in many school organizations and
activities. Alexandria displays all of
the qualities of good character all of
the time.”
In addition to receiving the SCOTY
award, Alexandria is also one of four
Class of 2015 Academic Excellence
Award recipients who had the
highest grade point averages in
their graduating class.
(See photo on page 1.)
Congratulations, Alexandria!
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Pajama Reading Night
Pajama Reading Night is the culmination of the school’s annual Literacy
Week. On March 19, students in
grades K through 8, teachers, and
parents came to the school, many
wearing pajamas, to enjoy an
evening that celebrates literacy.

illside School recently held
several events for students
and their families to enjoy.
In addition, a number of students
earned recognition for their outstanding efforts:

Hillside School participates in the
annual School Citizen of the Year
(SCOTY) Awards, sponsored by West
40, the educational service center
for West Cook County schools. Each
school in the region has the opportunity to nominate one student for the
award, who must be a “role model
for other students and a good school
citizen.” Based on these criteria,
Hillside School teachers and administrators selected eighth grade student
Alexandria Baker as the 2015 School
Citizen of the Year.

The fine arts are an important component of Hillside School’s curriculum. On March 10, the entire school
became a gallery that exhibited student artwork. The Concert Band and
Concert Chorus performed diverse
musical selections from Vivaldi to
Stevie Wonder.

West 40 Speech
and Drama Festival
West 40 also sponsors the annual
Speech and Drama Festival that took
place at Elmwood Park High School in
February. This year, 14 school districts
competed for top honors. Seventeen
Hillside School students in grades 5-8
participated in a variety of individual
and team performances that showcased their oratorical and acting skills.
For their outstanding efforts, Hillside
School students earned twelve first
place ribbons, five second place ribbons, and a second place trophy!
Fourth grade teacher Meghan Dvorak,
who is the team’s sponsor remarked,
“From November to February, students worked hard to prepare for
each event, and came together as a
team during the festival. They showed
everyone what it means to be a
Hillside School Blue Jay! It was very
rewarding to see all of the students
and coaches’ hard work and
dedication be recognized.”

Award-winning author Jim
Aylesworth kicked off the event in
the auditorium, reading excerpts
from his books and engaging the
audience in an exciting performance. Afterwards, students made
arts and crafts, enjoyed family reading
time, a readers’ theater, snacks, and a
Scholastic book fair. This annual event
is fun for all ages!

Poetry Slam
Hillside School students are poets!
Students in grades K-8 gave memorable performances of their original
poems during the school’s twelfth
annual Poetry Slam. On the evening
of May 21, the Hillside gym was
CONTINUES ON PAGE 4

MANY SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES TOOK
PLACE DURING PAJAMA READING NIGHT.

hillside district 93
Board of
Education

ELECTION
Voters selected two Hillside School
District 93 Board of Education members on April 7 during the Cook
County consolidated election:
Mrs. Debbie Johnson, who was previously appointed to the Board, and
Mr. Daryl Richardson, who is new to
the Board. Board of Education members serve four-year terms of office
without pay.
Mrs. Lillie Childress retired from the
Board. The entire Hillside School
community extends its appreciation
for her hard work and for her dedication to the community’s children.

Congratulations,
RETIREES
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Message From the Superintendent
To the District 93 Students, Staff, and Families:
It has been an incredible honor and privilege to be
a part of the Hillside School community for most of
my career in education. I want to extend my sincere
appreciation to the students, staff, and parents who
have created this incredible environment where learning happens, respect is exemplified, and lives are
enriched. It has become abundantly clear that Hillside
is an educational setting bound together not just by
calling ourselves a school, but by living out a passion SUPERINTENDENT ALAN MOLBY
for what we do, integrity in how we do it, and the
knowledge that collectively and collaboratively we have more meaning than
we do individually.
I am so excited to see what’s ahead for our district, and I’m confident that
our halls have been filled with children who will step out and make a
difference! Hopefully, our students have walked paths that enabled them
to make essential, positive connections with the caring adults in their lives
who have provided inspiration and lighted their way. I am deeply honored to
have been a small part of creating these paths, and my gratitude expressed
here is wholly inadequate. Thank you, Hillside School.
Respectfully,
Alan Molby

wo dedicated teachers are retiring at the end of June.
Collectively, they have inspired Hillside School
students for 35 years.

Anita LeDonne, Third Grade Teacher

Marguerite Feley,
Consumer Science Teacher
Mrs. Feley has been the school’s
consumer science teacher for the past
15 years. She returned to college later
in life to earn a Master’s degree in
teaching. She has been a teacher for
21 years.

For the past 20 years, Mrs. LeDonne has
taught Hillside School students, teaching grades 3-5. For the past five years
she taught third grade. In addition, she
“Working at Hillside School, teaching the students and
served as girls’ track coach and girls’
working with the Hillside community, has been a rewarding
basketball coach for two seasons.
experience,” Mrs. Feley commented. “I have greatly appreci“I’ve been in education in one shape or ated the Board of Education’s support for the consumer
form for almost all of my adult life,” Mrs. LeDonne stated.
science program. Hillside School is a wonderful place for
“After college I worked in the Chicago Public Schools, then
teachers to teach and for students to learn.”
in other Illinois school districts. While raising my four children, I worked for 15 years as a part-time substitute teacher She is already planning a full and busy retirement, with
a family trip to Disneyworld this summer, a fall trip to
in many local districts. I have loved teaching and children
Germany, and time in Florida next winter. Mrs. Feley
all my life.
also looks forward to spending more leisure time in her
“District 93 has been my home away from home for 20
Wisconsin cabin where she appreciates the natural environyears. The people with whom I work are like family. The
ment and enjoys working on her property. In addition to
students are my children. I look forward to retirement, but
travel, she will spend more time with family and friends and
will miss seeing students’ smiling faces in my classroom
provide care for her two-year-old grandson a few days a
every day. I may have to return to Hillside School as a
week. She looks forward to pursuing new interests, such as
substitute teacher so I can see how everyone is doing!”
learning to play additional instruments and knitting, and to
lifelong hobbies that include playing piano, sewing, cooking,
Mrs. LeDonne plans to catch up on her reading, garden,
running, working out, and doing “whatever else strikes
bike ride, and hopefully, increase the miles she runs,
my fancy.”
possibly participating in one more marathon. Most of all,
she looks forward to many happy travels.
SUMMER 2015
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Walk-in Registration
for the 2015-2016
School Year
Walk-in Registration will be held Wednesday,
July 29, 4:00 - 7:00 pm and Thursday, July
30, 9:00 am - noon. Returning families are
encouraged to mail their fully completed registration packets and fees to Hillside School,
return the completed packets to the school
office, or come to the walk-in registration.

Special Events Bring OPPORTUNITIES
for LEARNING and RECOGNITION
continues from p. 2
transformed into the Poetry Slam Café, where families gathered to
watch the students perform.
“The Poetry Slam is a great way for students to express themselves
creatively and share their hard work with their peers. Hillside School
has some very talented students!” said third grade teacher Jacalyn
Flanagan, the Poetry Slam sponsor.

The deadline to register is July 30. A late fee
of $50 will be assessed to returning families
who register after that date. Families new to
the district can come to the school to register
on the dates above, or contact the school
office on any weekday during the summer to
schedule an appointment to register. Summer
office hours are Monday through Thursday,
7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and Friday, 7:30 a.m. 2:00 p.m. For further information, please call
the school office at (708) 449-6490, ext. 7102.

STUDENTS
GAVE
MANY
EXCELLENT
PERFORMANCES
DURING THE
POETRY SLAM.

Monday, August 31 is the first day of
school, a half-day of attendance for
students in the morning, and a halfday afternoon Teacher Inservice.
4

HEADLINES

