Serving the communities of
Whittier, Santa Fe Springs and
portions of Norwalk, La Mirada,
and La Habra Heights

A Legacy of Excellence

Winter 2018

Pioneer High Senior Headed to Cornell University
to Pursue Law

P

ioneer High School senior Sabrina Hawthorne is looking forward to a career fighting for justice and equality as a civil rights
lawyer for immigrants and those living with
disabilities – a dream job she is one step closer
to achieving after being accepted into Cornell
University.
Inspired by her mother, who is disabled, Hawthorne will be the first among her five siblings to
attend college. The girls water polo captain and
MVP credits her mother for showing her the benefits of healthy living and instilling in her a work
ethic that has helped her succeed in school.
“My mother taught me that I could do anything I put my mind to,” Hawthorne said. “When
I was younger, I would notice some kids would
have more than us, and she told me that it didn’t
matter where you started, you can still achieve
what you want.”
Hawthorne holds a 4.2 GPA and has completed eight Advanced Placement courses at
Pioneer, with U.S. History being the most influential in kindling her interest in workforce
discrepancies.
A committed advocate of healthy living and
physical fitness, Hawthorne created Pioneer’s
Good Eats Club to encourage her fellow students to exercise more and eat better. The club
schedules regular hiking trips for the entire
community, as well as organizes potluck
picnics on weekends, where participants
also play Frisbee and football.

“We are exceptionally
proud of Sabrina, who has excelled in academics and athletics and has taken advantage
of Pioneer High School’s small
school setting,” Principal Lilia
Bozigian said. “Sabrina is determined to see that all people,
no matter their background or
limitations, are treated with
fairness and equality.”
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Superintendent’s Message
I invite you to join us on this exciting journey
by taking a closer look at the extraordinary work
happening in our classrooms every day, as demonstrated in our winter newsletter.
More than 12,000 students have taken on
the challenge to learn new subjects, embrace
innovation and pursue educational excellence.
They have been hard at work exploring colleges,
careers and financial aid opportunities; hundreds have been perfecting their artistic crafts;
many have overcome personal and academic

Martin J. Plourde
Superintendent

A

s we surpass the halfway mark of the
2017-18 school year – and quickly approach the exciting graduation season –
it is a joy to reflect on the achievements thus far
of our students, teachers, staff and campuses,
which continue to set the bar for college and career readiness.
The start of the new year has brought forth a
renewed energy across our eight campuses. Our
students are driven, our teachers are focused
and our entire Whittier Union family is excited
for what the coming months will bring.

as teachers, seeking to inspire, encourage and
guide the next generation of community leaders.
Others are seeking ways to enrich their already robust programs by winning grants that
will not only benefit our students, but the community as well – building on our collaborative
efforts to ensure students have every opportunity to flourish.
As such, we have remained committed to
engaging our parents in their child’s education,
with our individual schools holding parent edu-

“

We look forward to our continued progress toward higher
student achievement, bolstered by teachers, staff and
administrators who work every day to provide the
best educational experience possible for all students.

obstacles to become exemplary campus leaders
and pursue their dreams; and some are making
headlines on campus for being accepted to Ivy
Leagues and being contenders for state and national scholarships.
Behind their success is the talented team
of educators, who are constantly setting goals,
achieving and reaching higher each day to ensure we are providing a robust education for our
students. Many of them can be counted among
the alumni who have returned to our campuses

”

cation workshops and our District promoting
various events that provide parents the support
and resources to help their children succeed.
Our students are what drive us to do better,
work harder and foster a stimulating environment that will help them thrive.
We look forward to our continued progress
toward higher student achievement, bolstered
by teachers, staff and administrators who work
every day to provide the best educational experience possible for all students.

College Fair Encourages Students to Explore Academic Endeavors

H

undreds of Whittier Union students who
are planning their futures met with dozens of college representatives and gathered first-hand information about the college
application process during the District’s annual
College Fair.
The fair featured more than 65 college representatives from UCLA, UC Berkeley, Cal State
Fullerton, Rio Hondo College, Biola University,
Los Angeles College of Music, University of San
Diego, Whittier College, University of ColoradoBoulder and Washington State
University.
Students and their parents participated in informative workshops on the
advantages of community college, pathways to
four-year universities, financial aid, career exploration, DACA/immigration
rights, college athletics and
college sports recruiting.

Visit us at www.wuhsd.org

Like us on Facebook! facebook.com/wuhsd
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Alumni Continue Legacy as Teachers to Next Generation of Students

W

ing their door open during lunch,” Lozano said.
hittier Union’s culture of collaboration,
“I remember all of my teachers being so
“I’ve tried to do the same with my students and
support and inclusiveness has inspired
generous with their time – they enjoyed being
show them that I care.”
dozens of alumni to return as teachers
around the students, whether it was just having
Whittier Union has a number of former stuand provide new generations of students with
conversations, watching athletic events or leavdents who have spent their enthe same great experience they
tire careers at Whittier Union,
received during their journeys
including California High School
through high school.
alumna Wendy Brandt.
Over the past three years, 21
Over her 29-year career,
percent of the District’s certificated hires, or 14 of 65 teachers,
Brandt has taught physical education and biology at Santa Fe
have been Whittier Union graduates, adding to the legacy of dediHigh; served as a reading and
cated educators who contribute
Guided Studies teacher; and
to the success and academic
worked as a mentor teacher, consulting teacher and New Teacher
achievements of every student.
Program specialist for the last
Matthew Lozano, a 2007
20 years. She was the District’s
Santa Fe High graduate, was
2012-13 Teacher of the Year.
hired in 2015 as a Guided Studies teacher at Whittier High
“I love teaching and mentoring in a District that believes
School, offering students homework help, guidance on develcreating positive relationships
oping essential study skills, and
with students leads to greater
motivation to be successful in
academic success,” Brandt said.
high school and college.
“When students feel that you
Lozano said the District’s
value and care for them, they are
“Whatever It Takes” motto in- Whittier High School teacher Matthew Lozano, a 2007 Santa Fe High graduate, helps students
more engaged in their learning
budget their time and set up goals during a Guided Studies session.
spired him to go into teaching.
and motivated to succeed.”

La Serna Senior Selected as a National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

A

fter scoring a perfect 1520 on his PSAT,
La Serna High School senior Kyle Lien
has been named one of 16,000 National Merit Scholarship semifinalists for
2018, placing him in an elite group of students who constitute less than 1 percent of
seniors in the nation who received the highest scores in their state.
Of the 1.6 million students who took the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) for a chance
to win $2,500 scholarships, 16,000 were selected as semifinalists and 34,000 top scorers received a commendation.
The National Merit Scholarship Corp. will
announce the 2,500 finalists starting in March.
“I would like to thank all of my teachers,
who have been an inspiration to me,” Lien
said. “Qualifying as a semifinalist is a sign of
my accomplishments, showing I’ve worked
hard to be at the top of my class.”
Lien, who intends to pursue medicine, has
a 4.5 GPA and an active school and extracurricular activity schedule that embraces community outreach, civic policy and athletics. Lien is
a Link Crew member, plays for the water polo
team and is a member of the Key Club.
“Kyle is an extraordinary student who
is generous to his classmates and respectful to his teachers,” Principal Ann Fitzger-

ald said. “Kyle is the ultimate team player,
poised to be a tremendous scholar and future leader of his community.”
La Serna is celebrating eight Commended
Student recognitions: Courtney Bylsma, Maya
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Delgado, Connelly Green, Andre Lee, Ye Lee,
Sarah Saltikov, Emilie Silvio and Christen Tai.
California High School senior Rochelle
Casement also earned recognition as a Commended Student.

Puente Seniors Awarded for Academic Excellence, Community Service

C

eleste Chastine from California High
School, Daniel James Preciado from
La Serna High School and Analaura
Amezquita from Whittier High School are
among 24 students in California to be recognized with the 2018 Puente Statewide Academic
and Leadership Award for showing resiliency
in their academics and commitment to serving
their community.
The Puente Project, sponsored by the University of California, is a college preparatory
program designed to increase the number of underrepresented students who enroll in four-year
universities, earn degrees and return to the community as leaders. Cal High, which adopted the
program in 1995, has been recognized as one of

the highest-performing Puente sites in the state.
Students in the program, known as “Puentistas,” work closely with Puente counselors and
teachers as they prepare for college, visit college
campuses and take part in leadership activities.
Chastine – who holds a 4.2 GPA and plans to
attend San Jose State University – has taken various Advanced Placement courses, participates
in community service clubs on campus and is
a member of the Cal High marching band. She
volunteers at the Think Together after-school
enrichment program.
“Before my involvement in Puente, I didn’t
think that I would be able to go to college at all,”
Chastine said. “Puente has truly helped me understand that I can achieve my goals.”

Preciado, who holds a 4.08 GPA, has taken
several AP and honors courses and mentors
students. He volunteers as a camp leader at the
Whittier Area Community Church.
“My experience as a member of the Puente
Program has truly enlightened me, instilled confidence in me, and has motivated me to be the
best version of myself,” Preciado said.
With an impressive 4.59 GPA, Amezquita
plans to attend Stanford University. She champions healthy living in her community and at
school as an advocate for Activate Whittier.
“It’s because of the long talks with my Puente
counselor, my teacher and my fellow Puentistas
that I’ve realized I am capable of higher education,” Amezquita said.

Celeste Chastine

Daniel James Preciado

Analaura Amezquita

Frontier High Student Transforms into School Leader

A

love of art and a determination to succeed has brought Frontier High School
senior Meiling Clavesilla from the brink
of expulsion to the top of her class, with enough
credits to graduate a year ahead of schedule.
“When I came to Frontier, I was unmotivated,” Clavesilla said. “My counselor helped
me put my future into perspective. Frontier
has been a stepping stone to my future, helping me to succeed.”
Clavesilla’s path to success came after an
especially rocky freshman year. After struggling academically, socially and at home, she
spent time at Whittier and California high
schools before transferring to the Freshman
Fresh Start program at Sierra Vista High, all in
her first semester.
Low on credits, Clavesilla enrolled at Frontier and began applying herself to her studies,
eliminating distractions and bad influences,
and regularly meeting with her counselor to

Pictured with Frontier Principal Margie Moriarty,
Meiling Clavesilla was at one point on the brink
of expulsion; now she is poised to graduate a year
early.
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ensure she was on track.
By the end of her sophomore year,
Clavesilla had doubled her course load, becoming a school leader in the process and
being recognized as a Top Producer and Student of the Term.
Clavesilla also began showing great
promise as an artist, producing striking and
intricately detailed landscape paintings. In
October, Clavesillas’ painting won the People’s
Choice Award at the Harmony Center Fine Art
and Craft Fair’s High School Contest.
Her remarkable transformation was recognized with an Award of Merit from the
Whittier Union Board of Trustees.
“Frontier has served as a springboard for
the significant changes Meiling has made in
her life,” Principal Margie Moriarty said. “I
am confident that she now believes she can
be successful and I look forward to watching
her continue to excel.”

Partnerships Boost Parent Engagement for
Successful Student Outcomes

F

or the last 17 years, Whittier Union has partnered with the Hispanic Outreach Taskforce
(HOT) to provide students with financial,
emotional and academic support while engaging and empowering parents to support their
children throughout their journeys.
In collaboration with Whittier Union, Whittier
City, East Whittier, South Whittier, Little Lake
City, El Rancho and Montebello unified school
districts, Rio Hondo College and Whittier College, HOT provides parents with information on
college admissions, financial aid, bullying, philanthropy, academic success and strong parent-child
relationships.
Most recently, the organization hosted its 17th
annual Parent Education Conference, a daylong
event for more than 300 parents from across its
K-12 school district partners.

Workshops included topics on dual language
education, adolescent development, the new
California Dashboard accountability system,
college preparation programs, financial aid, nutrition and more.
The District’s collaboration efforts with area
school districts, colleges and nonprofit organizations are essential to helping students become
well-rounded and informed, while ensuring parents have the tools to approach difficult topics
such as drug abuse or behavioral issues.
“As partner districts, we have promoted parent engagement long before it became a state
priority because we know how critical parents
are to their child’s success and work with our
partners year-round,” said Lilia Torres-Cooper,
the District’s director of federal and state categorical programs.

Senior Uses Adversity
as a Bridge to Career
in Medicine

W

hen Pioneer High School senior
Alyssa Cayetano’s father was diagnosed with cancer during her
sophomore year, the former middle school
valedictorian struggled to find a balance
between her studies and support for her
father, who passed away last year.
Cayetano’s resolve in the wake of personal loss has helped shape her dreams
for the future, looking toward a career as a
pharmaceutical chemist developing treatments to cure cancer.
She was recognized with an Award of
Merit from the Whittier Union Board of
Trustees.

Alyssa Cayetano

Pioneer High School Expanded Horizons Director Victoria Cuevas discusses college admissions during a parent
workshop at the Hispanic Outreach Taskforce’s 17th annual Parent Education Conference.
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“From the teachers who teach me, to
the coaches who instruct me, I want you
all to know that I’m going to make you and
Whittier Union proud of who I become,”
said Cayetano, who plans to major in
chemistry at UC San Diego.
Cayetano discovered a passion for
mathematics in middle school and has
since immersed herself in studies, taking
nearly 20 challenging Advanced Placement
and honors courses at Pioneer and earning
a 4.4 GPA.
She is a member of the tennis club,
serves as president of the school’s California Scholarship Federation club, tutors
students in the Jaime Escalante Summer
Math Academy, and serves as an academic
mentor for AP calculus and world history
students.
“Managing her academics and school
activities while supporting her father’s
struggle was taxing both physically and
emotionally for Alyssa, but she continued
to work hard, help others and stay focused
on her goal of attending a four-year university,” Principal Lilia Bozigian said.

Cal High’s PRIDE Summit Provides Support to Students

T

o provide students with encouragement
and support as they navigate teen and
high school life, California High School
hosted its first-ever PRIDE Summit to address
issues and topics facing teens today, including
those impacting their physical, mental, social
and emotional well-being.
While many students exhibit the school’s
standards of PRIDE (Productivity, Respect, Integrity, Dependability and Excellence) on a daily
basis, some benefit from additional coaching
and mentorship.
The event, held at the Whittier Community
Center, aimed to educate, enlighten and inspire
students as they move forward with their lives
through high school and beyond.
Students attended presentations on such
topics as bullying and social media; drug and
alcohol awareness; depression and self-harm;
conflict resolution; teen relationships; and mental wellness, among others.

Santa Fe High Hosts Annual Parent
Education Day

H

undreds of Santa Fe High School
parents packed into campus classrooms to learn about the challenges students are grappling with – from
college and financial aid applications to
social media and teen dating – during the
school’s 14th annual Parent Education Day.
Launched in 2003, Parent Education
Day is an informal and free way to engage
Santa Fe High parents and provide them
with information on ways to help their
children succeed, with each having the op-

portunity to attend three, 45-minute workshops on a variety of topics.
Led by a team of counselors, teachers
and community agencies, 15 workshops
covered topics on financial aid, community college options, career information,
resources for foster youth, and connecting home and school for success. The
program also offered parents a guide to
such topics as social media, substance
abuse, teen depression, and teen dating
and safety.

Whittier Adult School
Prepares Students for
IT Careers

T

he Whittier Adult School is offering a yearlong course in computer networking and
repair, offering students the opportunity
to learn the mechanical workings of computers, configure and secure networks and earn the
most essential information technology (IT) certification for establishing an IT career.

Students learn to install, configure and troubleshoot Microsoft Windows operating systems
and learn how to repair personal computers by
removing viruses and performing backups.
The hands-on labs include effective troubleshooting, customer service techniques, and PC
protection from malware and safety precautions.
Each lesson is in preparation for the CompTIA A+ certification, which validates each student’s skills and boosts career opportunities. The
computer networking class is consistently enrolled to capacity and has a waiting list for entry.
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Performing Arts Flourish at Whittier Union

W

hittier Union performing arts students have celebrated a successful start to
the school year, showcasing their talents at the District Band, Color Guard
and Pepster Jamboree, also known as BandJam, welcoming in the holidays
with the annual Choral Festival and performing in one of the most renowned parades
in the nation, the 2018 Tournament of Roses Parade.
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Whittier High Computer Academy Wins $20,000 Verizon Grant

W

hittier High School students will
boost the success of three local
businesses through creative mobile and emerging technology solutions they
will devise with a $20,000 grant from the Verizon Innovative Learning (VIL) STEM and
entrepreneurship program.
The two-year program provides educators a unique experience to create a
design-thinking curriculum, partner with
local businesses and teach students entrepreneurship and technology skills through
real-world challenges.
More than 150 social science, technology and English students from the Cardinal
Computer Academy (CCA) – a three-year
California Partnership Academy – will take
part in the program.
“Being chosen creates tremendous opportunities for CCA students to get the
hands-on experience they need to compete
for 21st century jobs,” Whittier High teacher
and CCA director Kathleen Bailey said.
The CCA provides students in grades 10
to 12 with rigorous academics and career
technical education. Students develop marketable workplace skills in the technological
field and can earn Microsoft Office certifications.
The team has identified the Whittier Museum, 562 Creative, a graphic design, photography and video communications firm,
and SmartPrint, a design firm and 3-D studio, as business partners.
Students will determine the challenges the
businesses face, brainstorm ideas, create prototypes of the mobile solutions, conduct user
testing, employ feedback and demonstrate
their final products at a year-end showcase.

Whittier High Cardinal Computer Academy students and teachers attend the Engadget Experience, a tech
event exploring art, technology and entertainment, held in Los Angeles in November.

The grant will fund field trips, equipment
such as 360-degree cameras and virtual reality goggles, prototyping tools, travel costs to
attend conferences, classroom materials and
supplies, and a student incentive and recognition program. Verizon will provide free tech
access for classrooms and immersive training for instructors.

“This is a remarkable opportunity for
our Cardinal Computer Academy students,
who will not only strengthen their STEM
skills through this project, but also help local
businesses reach success with the knowledge
they are gaining from our dedicated team of
CCA teachers,” Principal Timothy Liggett
said.

Sierra Vista Celebrates Outstanding Spartans

S

ierra Vista High School’s monthly
Student Recognition program celebrates students for their outstanding work, improvement, consistent
effort, attendance and positive growth.
A “wall of fame” in the school’s computer lab proudly displays pictures of
past winners. At the end of the school
year, these students are presented with
the Outstanding Spartan Award medal,
worn at graduation.
Sierra Vista features a diverse group of
students who work hard to achieve their
personal goals, some overcoming daunting obstacles; this recognition is just one
way to celebrate their successes.

District programs, activities and practices shall be free from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual
orientation, gender, gender identity or expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics.
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