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CHRISTMAS

I

n a traditional American home on Christmas,
you’d probably see a tall green tree covered
in bright lights, and colorful stockings hanging by the ﬁreplace; and you’d probably smell
pie and cookies baking in the oven and hear
“Jingle Bells” playing in the background. Small
kids will have left out milk and cookies for Santa
Claus on Christmas Eve night, and parents will
have wrapped all the gifts they bought in festive
wrapping paper to be opened the next morning.
As an American, you probably consider these
holiday festivities as tradition, but have you ever
wondered what people in other countries do on
Christmas? If not, here’s a look into ten Christmas
around the world.

Italy

Santa Claus who? In Italian folklore there is
a Christmas legend about a witch named La
Befana who, unlike Santa’s reindeer driven
sleigh, delivers presents to small children by
broom instead. However similar to Santa, if
you’ve been bad you can expect lumps of coal
on Christmas morning.

australia

A huge component of an American Christmas is
the cold winter weather, however, in Australia
Christmas lands in the summer, and because
of the heat most Australians spend Christmas
day barbecuing and swimming at the beach.
Additionally, in Australia Santa Claus trades
his reindeer in for kangaroos, known as the ‘six
white boomers.’

ukraine

Ukrainians have no need for Christmas tree lights
or shiny ornaments, instead, they decorate their
Christmas trees with spider webs! According
to an old legend, a magic spider visited a poor
family on Christmas and turned all the webs
in their house into gold and silver, hence the
tradition.

AROUND

venezuela

In Venezuela, speciﬁcally the capital Caracas,
the roads are closed so that locals can rollerblade
to morning mass the week before Christmas.
A Venezuelan Christmas is also one of the
most colorful in Latin America because of the
popularity of ﬁrework shows.

the
netherlands

‘Saint Nicholas’ in The Netherlands is known
as Sinterklaas. Most of the festivities are on
December 5th, when kids leave a shoe by the
ﬁreplace or a window sill hoping Sinterklaas
will come to bring them presents. It’s also
traditional for kids to stuﬀ their shoes with hay
and carrots for Sinterklaas’s horse.

Iceland

In Iceland there are 13 Santas, who are more like
trolls compared to the American Santa. They
come down a mountain one at a time delivering
either presents or rotten potatoes depending on
the child’s behavior.

greenland

Some unusual delicacies are eaten during
Christmas time in Greenland. ‘Mattak’ is whale
skin with a strip of blubber inside and ‘Kiviak’
is the raw ﬂesh of an arctic bird called little
auks, which is buried in sealskin for several
months until it is in its advanced stages of
decomposition!

THE WORLD

poland

In Poland, Christmas Eve is known as Wigilia
(pronounced vee-GHEE-lee-uh). On Wigilia is
when the main Christmas meal is eaten, but not
until after the children spot the ﬁrst star in the
sky. The meal consists of 12 diﬀerent dishes that
are supposed to give you good luck for the next
12 months.

finland

In Finland, most people believe that Santa
Claus (also known as Father Christmas) lives in
a northern part of Finland called Korvatunturi.
There is also a big tourist theme park called
‘Christmas Land’ near there, which is a reason
why many people believe Santa lives in the area.

japan

Christmas is more of a day to spread happiness
in Japan rather than a religious holiday. On
Christmas day, fried chicken is traditionally
eaten and people often place orders early at fast
food restaurants especially KFC!
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The story of
Kris Kringle

insight

Top Holiday films
throughout the years

BY: CAITLIN JACKSON
staff writer

BY: CASSIE QUINN
staff writer

Santa Claus is a
well-known
figure,
known to give gifts
to well-behaved children on Christmas
Day and teaching children the true meaning
of Christmas, giving
to others. However,
what is the actual
story behind this jolly man in a red suit?
Saint Nicholas was
a Bishop who lived
in the village of Patara near the country Myra, modern
day Turkey, around
280 A.D. His parents
had both died when
he was young, leaving him with a lot of
money.
However,
despite his wealth,
he was known as a
kind man who gave

Every holiday season, a countless number of families and friends gather around the
television to indulge in hot cocoa and watch their favorite Christmas movies. Endless
hours are spent watching movie after movie, and each year, yet another one is released.
For the last 18 years, companies have reached the peak of Christmas film making, producing remarkable cinematic pictures that astound audiences each year.
Starting
with
the
year
2000,
I
will
share
the
most
popular
holiday films that kept us crying, laughing, and enjoying the Christmas season.

into prison. He died
on December 6th due
to unknown causes
in either 345 or 352.
His bones can now

Some could debate whether this is a
Christmas movie or not, but The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe was breaking box office records in 2005. If you tried to find Narnia
in your own closet as a kid, I salute you.

be found in a church
named after him
in the Port of Bari.
The stories of Nicholas became less popular in the 16th centu-

I’m sure all of us have been introduced to one of the most cherished
holiday classics, Dr. Suess’ How the
Grinch Stole Christmas. This was the
most watched holiday film in 2000,
grossing 345.13 million worldwide.
2001 had a romance movie I’m sure
kept people on the edge of their seats,
Bridget Jones’s Diary. This story of a
young girl turning a page to a whole
new life doesn’t seem like a Christmas
Movie at first glance, but if you watch
it then you will realize the holiday feeling that is projected off of your screen.

The Holiday was the 2006 most watched
holiday movie, the story about a depressed woman who switches addresses with a fellow friend. 2007 presented
us with a movie consisting of a shop
we all wanted a gift card to for Christmas, Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Empire.
As the years progress, more and
more films came out like the 2008
movie Four Christmases, the 2009 movie Nativity, and the 2010 movie Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows part 1.
2011 and 2012 produced movies
that are both very different but still
have a special place in the “best holiday movie list,” Arthur Christmas,
and The Hobbit: an Unexpected Journey.

gifts to people in
town who needed it.
There were many
stories about Father Christmas, but
the most famous
legends was about
the three daughters of a poor man.
Saint Nicholas had
dropped a bag of gold
down the chimney of
the poor man’s house,
knowing that the man
could not pay for
his daughters’ dowry. The bag of gold
then fell into a drying
stocking that had been
hung to dry above the
fire, allowing the poor
man to have the money needed to marry
off his daughters.
Unfortunately, St.
Nick was exiled from
Myra then later put

ry, but repopularized
all around the world
soon afterwards. Different countries began calling him different names, which
is why St. Nick has
multiple names such
as Kris Kringle, Father Christmas, and
Old Man Christmas,
and most commonly
known, Santa Claus.
Along with this,
many countries began to celebrate St.
Nicholas Day on December 6th, especially
countries in Europe.
Children would leave
out clogs, a shoe with
a thick sole made
of wood, outside
on December 5th,
St. Nicholas Eve, to
be filled with presents the next day.

A cheery and comical movie from 2002
is about Santa Clause that most people
will recognize. The Santa Clause 2 is a
film that shows us even Santa gets lowspirited when being single for Christmas.

A film we all know and (some of
us) love, Frozen was presented in 2013
that left the constant singing of “Let
it Go” and “Summer” ring in our
ears whenever we walked outside.

2003 gave us the feels when it
came to the most watched Christmas movie, and produced Love Actually. Sit down and enjoy some hot
cocoa while watching this romantic
drama film you can even find on Netflix.

2014 and 2015 showed us
more recent movies like Get Santa and Joy, two different movies but both with Christmas vibes.

The movie we all probably watched
in elementary school was pretty
popular in 2004, The Polar Express.
As many current freshman at CHS
were born, this film was already
warming the hearts of its audience.

And finally, the 2016 and 2017 holiday movies are the most recent, as well
as the most new in our hearts, releasing Almost Christmas, showing the reality of a dysfunctional family during the holidays, and Daddy’s Home
2, a movie that kept everyone laughing and enjoying the holiday cheer.
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Which Christmas Character Are You?

BY: HOPE GANNAWAY
features editor
With the holiday season thriving and blossoming this December, everyone starts showing their
true Christmas spirit! Take this fun and fancy quiz to find out which Christmas character YOU are!

1. What is your favorite

Christmas movie?
a. Home Alone
b. Polar Express
c. A Christmas Story
d. Santa Clause
e. Love Actually

2. What is your over-

all favorite part about
Christmas?
a. Gifts
b. Giving
c. I HATE Christmas
d. Everything
e. Baking

3. What is your ideal

Christmas night?

a. Guessing what is inside your
presents
b. Sipping hot chocolate by the fire
c. Sleeping
d. Driving around and looking at
Christmas lights with friends
e. Watching Christmas movies
while snuggled up in a blanket

4. Choose a stocking

stuffer.

a. Money
b. Hot Cocoa mugs
c. Coal
d. Note from Santa
e. Candle

5. Who will you be

spending Christmas
with?
a. Your dog
b. The Needy
c. Alone
d. Friends
e. Family

6. What is your favorite

Christmas treat?

7. It’s Christmas Eve

night. You hear a loud
thump on the roof. What
is your reaction?
a. Set an elaborate trap
b. Your the one making the noise
c. Call the police
d. “Santa?”
e. Go back to sleep

8. There is a group of

carolers at your door.
What do you do?
a. Yell at them to go away
b. Kindly enjoy the music
c. Hide
d. Sing with them
e. Bring them treats.

a. Fudge
b. Cookies and Milk
c. Eggnog with Brandy
d. Hot chocolate
e. Gingerbread Cookies

CHECK OUT YOUR
RESULTS BELOW!

A: You are the Grinch. The only things you are interested in are the presents and the day of Christmas. You do not
like everyone’s Christmas Cheer; you prefer for everyone to just relax and give you gifts and food.
B: You are Santa Clause. You view Christmas as a time to give back, not only to your loved ones, but to the less
fortunate. You enjoy sipping hot cocoa as you sit back and enjoy all the holiday cheer.
C: You are the Scrooge. You hate everything about Christmas, and you would rather be doing something more
productive on the day of Christmas, such as sleeping.
D: You are Buddy the Elf. You love everything there is to love about Christmas! You enjoy making DIY gifts, and
giving them out to family and friends. You also love spending the season with the people that matter most to you.
E: You are Mrs. Clause. You’re the holiday romantic, and you see the season as a chance to spend time with the
people you love. You absolutely love baking cookies and treats for you annual Christmas party.

IF YOU GOT MOSTLY...

news
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Mid December
midterm recap

BY: RACE DALTON
editor-in-chief
Like every political issue these days,
the 2018 Midterm
Elections in America
were nothing short of
a soap opera. There
were overly dramatic
and loud debates between the candidates,

prolonged recounts in
Florida, and of course
Donald
Trump’s
tweeting. Now that
all of this hullabaloo
has (almost) ended, we finally get to
know what everyone
has been waiting for
since the campaigning began in 2016.
The
legislative
branch, Congress, is
now split: the Democrats taking the
House, and the Republicans maintaining their hold of the
Senate. According to
The New York Times,
the new House Democrats are the most racially diverse. “There
is one immigrant from
Somalia and another
from Ecuador. There
are two former C.I.A.
officials, an Air Force
veteran, a former
Navy helicopter pilot, and a retired Marine commander —
all of them women.”
Now that there is
not a single party in
charge in Washington,
compromises
will become a greater
factor than it has been
these past two years.
The Guardian details how the House
Democrats are expected to raise more
investigations against
the White House
much to the chagrin
of President Trump.
The Guardian further
states, “The White
House’s legal team
is reportedly bracing
for potential inquiries
that include whether
Trump
obstructed

justice in the Russia
investigation, the misuse of taxpayer dollars by several cabinet
officials, and hush
money paid to women to keep silent.”
Although the Democrats have finally
grasped power in the

House, the Republicans still hold the Senate. It is essential to the
Republicans that they
add more judges as
described by an article in Vox. It declares,
“McConnell’s
mission for the next two
years will be to grow
that number as much
as possible. The judiciary will “for sure”
be the first, second,
and third priority for
Senate Republicans.”
Whether or not the
Democrats like any
of these conservative
judges, there is little
they can do about it.
Kern County introduced many propositions
concerning
taxes and cannabis.
There have not been
any changes here as
Kern County has pronounced that we hate
taxes and cannabis,
saying no on every
one of the measures.
Furthermore,
we
have voted to keep
Kevin McCarthy and
David Valadao in
Congress and have
leaned towards Republicans this year.
The Democrats and
Republicans are going to have to learn
to resolve their heated tensions between
each other. The art
of compromise has
returned, and it will
be very interesting
to see how the two
branches in Congress
get along. Now that
the 2018 Midterms
have ended, the campaign for 2020 has
officially
started!

Remembering the 41st

BY: PAYTON POWERS
staff writer
George
Herbert
Walker Bush was
born in Milton, Massachusetts on June 12,
1924 and passed away
on November 30, 2018
in Houston, Texas
at the age of 94.
Bush
married
Barbara Pierce in
1945 at the age of
21. They had six
children: George,
Pauline-also
known as Robin,
Dorothy, Jeb, Marvin,
and
Neil.
Bush and his
family
briefly
lived in Bakersfield from June to
September of 1949.
Mark Abernathy, a
political consultant,
told The Californian
of plans to turn the
house into a museum.
Bush became the

chairman of the Harris County Republican Party in 1963. He
entered the House of
Representatives
in
1966. Bush was Ronald Reagan’s vice
president for two

National Convention.
When Iraqi President Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait
in August of 1990,
Bush handled the
invasion. This response to the inva-

terms. He became
the 41st president in
1989. Bush famously
stated, ¨Read my lips:
no new taxes” during his nomination
acceptance speech at
the 1988 Republican

sion is largely viewed
as Bush’s greatest
presidential success.
Bush co-founded
the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in 2005,
which totaled to $100
million dollars in do-

nations in its first few
months of creation.
Back
in
2011,
President Bush was
honored with the
Presidential
Medal
of Freedom by our
previous
president,
Barack
Obama.
Bush’s funeral
was held in Houston, Texas in St.
Martin’s
Episcopal Church. Reba
McEntire displayed
a beautiful performance of “The
Lord’s Prayer”. The
Oak Ridge boys
sang
“Amazing
Grace”, which was
Bush’s favorite song.
Bush is buried at
the George Bush Presidential Library and
Museum next to his
wife, Barabara, and
daughter, Robin, in
College Station, Texas.

Ships, cameras, and violations

BY: JONATHAN DARIUS
staff writer
During
October
2017, passengers on
the Carnival Cruise,
Chris White and his
wife Dana White
spotted a hidden camera in their bedroom
pointing at their bed
during a getaway on
the Carnival Cruise.
When the couple was
on a three-day cruise
from Alabama to
Mexico they noticed
a recording device
among TV wires in
their bedroom and
had reported it to the
security on the ship.
The couple reached
out to Carnival Cruise
and a representative
for Carnival Cruise
responded by saying
that the device that
they found was not a
camera, according to
the couple. The couple told Inside Edition
that they responded
to the representative.
“It was a camera,”
Mr.
White
told Inside Edition.
Mrs. White also
added that “it was
wired up. It was
working. It was warm
to the touch. I just immediately felt like we
had been invaded.”
There were also
concerns about the
couple’s 10-year old
kid that was brought

along on the trip, and
how the supposed
camera could be a big
issue for the child.
Mr. White also spoke
to the Miami Herald briefly about his
concerns about their
child being potentially recorded, stating

measures so that this
sort of situation does
not happen again.”
Mrs. White told
Inside Edition that
“I just immediately
felt like we had been
invaded; our privacy was invaded.”
After the situation,

his “main concern is
there a video of [his
son] online now. And
[he]’ll never know”
Carnival
Cruise
also gave Inside Edition
a statement declaring
that they are doing
a full investigation
and
acknowledged
that a video transmitter was found in the
bedroom. The statement also read it was
“not connected to an
electrical source and
not capable of recording. The safety and
security of our guests
and crew is of paramount
importance
and we have taken

the device found in the
bedroom was handed
over to the FBI for
further investigation.
Months after, nothing has been determined on why the
video transmitter was
placed and what it had
on it, or if it was even
capable of recording.
If the Carnival Cruise
or whoever placed
the video transmitter gets caught, they
would be subjected to
heaps of legal trouble
and would also violate U.S. Code 1801
(“Video Voyeurism’).
This law prohibits
the “intent to capture

an image of a private
area of an individual
without their consent.” If caught committing this crime, it
is a felony with a sentence up to one to four
years in a state prison.
Even more legal
trouble would come
towards the company
and persons way if
the 10-year-old child
was filmed while being undressed or anything that falls under
the lines of child pornography or distribution of child pornography. This crime alone
could put the person
that is responsible for
putting the camera in
the room to a twenty-five to fifty-year
prison sentence under
U.S. Code 2251, which
is a criminal procedure of sexual exploitation of a minor.
After the FBI conducts a whole investigation on the Carnival
Cruise, it will be determined on whether
the person that placed
the camera will be
charged with these
crimes or not. Until
then, people are still
on edge about their
own privacy when it
comes to cruises or any
other travel events.
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Creed 2 review

BY: JACOB PETERS
opinions editor
Creed 2 is the sequel to
the original Creed movie.
It follows the story of the
son of a boxer, Apollo
Creed, who was killed
fighting Ivan Drago
in Rocky 4. In the last
movie, we see a young
Adonis Creed beginning
his stardom in the boxing world, ultimately
fighting one of the top
boxers in the world.
In the second
installment of the movie, Creed and Rocky
Balboa,
his
trainer
and a former champion boxer, are faced
with the ultimate challenge: to fight the son
of Drago, the man that
killed Creed’s father,

and Rocky’s best friend.
Creed 2 is a kind

of movie that takes you
on a rollercoaster of emotions, somehow hitting
you on the edge of tears,
while also getting your
adrenaline
pumping
with every jab and hit.
Along
with
this, the production
quality
was
drasti-

cally improved from
the
already
wellmade original movie.
For starters, this
movie includes a great

soundtrack to get you
in the right frame of
mind, as any boxing movie should do.
The soundtrack contains
tracks
featuring big names like Lil
Wayne, Vince Staples,
and Kendrick Lamar.
While watching this

film, the bone crushing,
glove bashing sounds
and components of every fight scene make it
seem as if you were the
one in the ring getting
hit. The emphasis on
the hard work and the
struggles of each character, using movie elements such as love, hate,
and family help make
this movie more relatable to us as an audience.
Sylvester Stallone still
manages to add a special characteristic in this
movie with a clear “father I never had” element
to Adonis Creed, played
by Michael B. Jordan.
Even if you haven’t
seen the original Rocky
movies or even the prequel to this film, Director Steve Caple Jr. makes
the movie easy
to follow and
pick up, showing clear emphasis on past
events
that
influence this
movie heavily.
If
you
haven’t
seen
this
film,
I
would strongly
recommend
making
your
way to the theatre as you are
almost guaranteed to enjoy it.

Tacos, tacos, tacos!

BY: PAYTON POWERS
staff writer
As someone who has
had a street taco craving for the past couple
of weeks, I had yet to
find the perfect street
taco vendor. Last night,
my street taco cravings
were put to rest after
eating the most delicious and filling street
tacos in Bakersfield.
Los Tacos de Huicho
is a small hole-in-thewall joint on East 18th
street in downtown
Bakersfield. They have
delectable foods and a

great atmosphere. The
menu has a variety of
people’s favorite Mexican foods. This includes
tacos($1.49 each), flautas($4.89), tortas($6.99).
There are also breakfast
items such as: chorizo
and eggs($5.99), a breakfast burrito($5.99), and
is the whole package!
All breakfast items are
served with traditional
sides. There are eight
choices of meat, which
includes the basics: asada, chile verde, pastor, etc.

I went to
Los Tacos de
Huicho with
my family
of four. We
got 16 tacos
at a $1.49
a taco and
two 32 oz.
sodas($2.00
each). They
prepared my
tortillas and
meat right
then
and
there, so the
tacos were fresh. Once
I received my tacos, I
moved on to the salsa
bar that was located
right by the front door.
You can choose from
an array of toppings
and condiments. I chose
to keep my tacos bare
with a little bit of cilantro. I think I should not
need toppings to make
food taste good. I was
correct; the tacos tasted
fabulous without any
toppings, so it probably
would taste even better

with your choice of garnishes and condiments.
The seating area
is fairly small with a
wooden bench running
along one wall with
four tables in front of
it. Overall, there were
about nine tables in the
dining area. You are
also able to sit outside
on the patio, which is
very nice on a cool day.
Next Taco Tuesday,
grab your family and
head over to Los Tacos
de Huicho- 123 East
18th St off of Union Ave.

Death of an
icon

BY: AIDEN BALDOZ
staff writer
Stanley Martin Lieber, or more commonly known as Stan
Lee, the award winning
comic book writer for

Captain America stated,
“There will never be another Stan Lee. For decades he provided both
young and old with

Marvel Studios has died
at the age of 95 years
old, on November 12,
2018. If anything, he
has been the superhero
to everyone through
his various comics. If
you do not know anything about Stan Lee,
you may have heard of
his work, such as The
Amazing
Spider-Man
and The Incredible Hulk.
Stan Lee revolutionized the world
of comic books back in
the 1930’s to the 1960’s.
Furthermore, he helped
the genre become the
pop culture icon it is
today. He left a long
lasting impact in the
world, which will positively affect everyone.
Due to his popularity, several comic book
fans were heartbroken
when they found out the
devastating news of his
death. Some even said

adventure, escape, comfort, confidence, inspiration, strength, friendship and joy. He exuded
love and kindness and
will leave an indelible mark on so, so, so
many lives. Excelsior.”
Even DC Comics, heavily considered
the rival to Marvel, also
sent their condolences
saying, “He changed
the way we look at heroes, and modern comics will always bear his
[unforgettable]
mark.
His infectious enthusiasm reminded us why
we all fell in love with
these stories in the first
place. Excelsior, Stan.”
As you can tell,
Stan Lee has left a long
lasting impression on
everyone. Everyone has
known him to be such a
good person. Finally, in
accordance with his final
wishes, a private funeral
w a s
held to
mourn.
If you
k n e w
S t a n ,
y o u
would
a l s o
k n o w
s o m e
words
of
wisdom,
which he has always
engraved into everyone’s mind. No one has
ever had a greater impact on the comic book
world than Stan Lee.
So now, I will
leave you with some
of Stan Lee’s words,
“Keep moving forward.
When it is time to go.
It’s time. Nothing lasts
forever.”, “Excelsior!”

it was “shocking… it
was too soon” and proclaimed him as “the father of all comic books.”
Not only did he create
the comics, he could
also be found in every
Marvel inspired movie.
Several actors
who have portrayed
many of the characters
on the big screen, which
Stan Lee has helped
to create also paid respects.
Chris Evans,
the actor who portrayed

news
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“Criminals and unknown Middle Easterners”

BY: JACOB PETERS
opinions editor
Recently many controversies and protests have erupted
south of the U.S. Mexican border. The
reason behind all this?
Over 6,000 migrants
from different parts of
Central America and
Mexico have made a
2,500 mile trek to the
border hoping to find
asylum in America.
These caravans are
not a new idea however, as they have
been going on for
more than 10 years.
Just last year a smaller caravan made its
way to the border
for the same hope of
freedom in America.
Luis Cruz, a caravan organizer, says
“These people already learned their
lesson. Now they

know that they can’t
just get into the United States by forcing the gates open.”
However
many
people are not seeing
it this way, including President Trump.
Trump
tweeted,
“Sadly,
it
looks
like
Mexico’s
Police and
Military
are unable
to stop the
Caravan
heading to
the Southern
Border of the
United States. Criminals and unknown
Middle
Easterners
are mixed in. I have
alerted Border Patrol
and Military that this
is a National Emergy.
Must change laws!”

The
migrants,
mostly coming from
Honduras,
Guatemala, and El Salvador, are hoping to
escape their homelands due to threats
from criminal gangs,

a place that’s safe.”.
Upon
reaching
the border however,
they found that it
was no paradise by
any means. Many
of them are stuck
sleeping in tents and

or just find better opportunity in America or even Tijuana
Samuel Garcia, a
member of the caravan said, “We’re going for a better future for our son, in

sports
complexes,
and others have been
moved to separate
shelters away from
Tijuana, that have
been low on supplies
like food and water.
“Over there, we

Sully the service dog

BY: REESE TINSLEY
staff writer
Sully, Bush’s yellow, Labrador retriever service dog, has
been a big part of his
life, but since Bush’s
passing, what is next
for Sully? Sully has
been helpful in Bush’s
life after the passing of Barbara Bush
earlier this year.
America’s VetDogs
specially
matched
Sully to Bush to assist with daily activities, and the pup
showed up on Bush’s
social media account
a lot identified as his
best friend. Sully sat
before Bush’s casket
for several moments
before lying down
by other mourners.
But now Sully that
has been resting loyally by George H.W.
Bush’s casket, has a
new mission ahead.
Jim
McGrath’s
shared a photo that
is now viral of Bush’s
service dog Sully after
the 41st president’s
death that captioned
“mission complete”
on Sunday. The post
was very moving and
won over the hearts
of many dog lovers everywhere who
expressed their love
for Sully. After Slate
slammed the photo

as not worth anyone’s
“emotional energy”
some people even
defended Sully’s relationship with Bush.
Eliana Cruz said, “I
feel bad for Sully and
that he lost his owner,

but I also don’t think
many people should
be so sad over it. Sully
was only with him for
six months so it isn’t
a huge deal that Sully
has to move on. It is
his job, and it’s good
that he will be helping more people.”
Since Sully joined
his family in June,
Bush regarded Sully
as a “beautiful” and
obedient companion.
On Monday, Sully
followed after Bush’s
casket to Joint Base

Andrews in Maryland. After he says his
goodbyes, Sully will
go on and complete
more service work and
lend a helping hand to
more people in need.
Mia Aleman says,
“It is sad that
he has to go
somewhere
new because
Sully’s owner
died and lost
his best friend.
He might not
do well somewhere
new
because
he
won’t
have
a close bond
with his new
owners
like
he had with
George Bush.”
He will be
joining Walter Reed
National
Military
Medical Center’s Facility Dog Program
to start his new mission. He will work
alongside some other
service dogs, two in
particular are SGT
Dillon and SGT Truman, to help wounded soldiers and active duty personnel
at
the
Bethesda,
Maryland
location.
His best friend may
be gone, but his love
and impact won’t.

were inundated by
the rain,” Mejia said
about the sports complex. “There was black
[sewer] water running
around the edges. We
have to adjust to what
little they give us. It’s
not their
obligation. We
are not
in
our
c o u n t r y . ”
O
n
November 25th
the order was
made by
U.S. officials to throw tear gas
near the border to deflect the members of
the caravan. This act
sparked a lot of controversy on both sides
of the border. President Trump supports

the agents’ use of the
gas station, “Here’s
the bottom line: Nobody’s coming into
our country unless
they come in legally.”
Along with this he
also added that the
tear gas was a minor
form and was very
safe and non-lethal.
On the other side of
the spectrum a journalist present at the
scene tweeted, “Minor form of tear gas’?
I felt that stuff burning my face 100s yard
away. Most people
in the march–parents
included–thought it
would be a way to plea
for help from the US.”
In the next weeks,
many migrants in Tijuana will hope to
gain asylum in Mexico or America, and
start a new life away
from their home.

Trade wars? Bad???
BY: JONATHAN DARIUS
staff writer
During this year’s
G20 Summit, 20 world
leaders got together to
discuss issues involving climate change,
immigration, and the
current trade war between the U.S. and
China. During the
summit, Trump and
Xi-Jinping
agreed on
a trade war
ceasefire
that could
p o t e n tially start
a point of
recovery
for
both
countries
economically.
Trump discussed
a 10 percent tariff on
$200 billion worth of
Chinese goods to be
placed at the beginning of 2019 instead
of a 25 percent tariff
in total. In addition
according to a White
House
statement,
“China will agree to
purchase a… very
substantial, amount
of agricultural, energy, industrial, and
other products from
the United States
to reduce the trade
imbalance
between
our two countries.”
The U.S. and China have both also

agreed to try to have
these changes completed
within
90
days. If no changes
are made within the
90 days, the U.S. will
raise the 10 percent
tariff to the original 25 percent tariff.
For both countries

are looking for a solution to these escalating tariff issues
not only for now but
for the future. One
of China’s top diplomats, State Councilor
Wang Yi, publicly
stated that they’re
patiently working together with the U.S.
to help halt the increase in trade tariffs.
Wang continued,
“The two sides mutually agreed to open
their markets, and
as China advances
new rounds of reforms, the United
States’
legitimate
concerns can be progressively resolved.”

Wang
also
explained that they’re
working to “step up
negotiations” to clear
all additional tariffs.
As everything is
not known, there are
a lot of talks behind
the scenes that could
show a brighter future
for trade
relations
between
the two
nations.
T h e
White
House
c h i e f
econom i s t ,
Larry Kudlow told a
reporter that the talks
went “very well” but
didn’t give specifics as he started to
board Air Force One.
The talks between
Trump and Xi have
also brightened up a
friendship
between
the two. Trump suggested that the “incredible
relationship” between the
two countries would
be a big contributor to the progress of
eliminating all additional trade tariffs along with trade
relations
between
the two countries.
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The crimes of JK Rowling

BY: PARNEET BEHNIWAL
editor-in-chief
On November 18,
2017, the first film of the
Harry Potter prequel series, Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them was
released. It had some
flaws, but it promised
an enticing and riveting
five part series. Unfortunately, on November 16 of this year, that
promise
died—much
like the series’ unnecessary CGI dragons.
The Crimes of Grindelwald commences with
scenes that leave one
more confused and agitated than engaged with
the movie. Slowly, that
becomes a trend. Viewers are introduced to
characters and subplots
that, quite frankly, no
one asked nor cared for.
The
exposition
aquaints viewers with
Newt
Scamander’s

BY: MIA POLSTON
special guest writer
If you’ve run out of
shows to watch and
are in need of bingeworthy material, here
are the top 3 current TV
shows. Ranging from
comedy, supernatural,
and drama, this list
has them all for whatever mood you are
feeling to watch. Just
don’t blame me when
you become obsessed.

1. Black-ish
With an incredible cast, and an even
more incredible plot,
Black-ish has sparked
a change in digital me-

dia. Each episode is
centered on the current
hot social and political
topics. They discuss
things that many tele-

brother, Theseus Scamander,
who,
despite holding obvious
tension, is not built
throughout the film.
This follows with Nagani (yes, the snake)
supposedly being a victim of a blood curse, but
speaking only a handful of
lines,
acting
more
as
a
prop
than a
person
t h a t
w i l l
eventually
submit
to literal fasc i s m .  
I n
addi-

tion, established characters such as Jacob
Kowalski and Queenie
Goldestein are left to
rot, with actions and
motives not fully explained. A similar statement can be said about
our obscurial Credence
whose desire for familial
ties takes priority over
basic moral judgement.
Quite frankly, Leta

Lestrange and Newt
Scamander are the
only saving graces of
this film’s character.
Their backstories, motives, and actions at
least align with some
sort of analytical logic.

hap, a child was born
to a mother nine years
in the grave or a father
in the highest security prison of the land.
Furthermore, Rowling’s rushed and idealized vision often

magic wand, serving as
neither an internal conflict nor a proud fact,
receiving only one line
in the whole film—and
a subtle one at that.
Let’s not even
discuss the fact that

Moreover, these obvious appeals to nostalgia often supercede the
continuity of the story.
Minerva McGonagall
was apparently teaching before her birth. If
not a lie or magical mis-

disregarded the very
facts
she’s
conveniently
propagated.
Dumbledore’s sexuality, though intuitively
central to his conflict
with Grindelwald, is
waved away with a

Johnny Depp is still
playing Grindelwald.
The fact of the matter is
that although this series
initially seemed promising, it isn’t. The series
is nothing more than
an appeal to childhood

decisions are swayed

Netflix, you can binge
until you cannot binge
any more. When you’re
finished, don’t worry!
Netflix just announced
the season two release
date... If only April 5
could come any sooner. Until then, practice your witchy skills.

Top 3 TV shows of the year

vision networks would
never dare to, while
keeping its authentic
light comedy throughout the duration of the
episode. The cast is
filled with influential
actors and actresses
who have used their
platforms from the
show to make an impact. Actresses such as
Tracee Ellis Ross, who
plays Rainbow Johnson, mother of five and
Doctor on the show,
empowers women. Her
character displays a
fierce woman who juggles almost everything.
Ross states,” Using my

voice to recognize and
celebrate other women
is a joy for me.” Blackish has ran for five
seasons, with each sea-

son more exciting and
thought-provoking
than the previous one.
The next time you find
yourself bored on a
Tuesday night at 9PM,
tune in to Black-ish
and plan on laughing
so hard that you cry.

2. Chilling
Advent u r e s o f
Sabrina
Who doesn’t love a
reboot? Especially one
that many of us grew

up watching. The Netflix original does an
amazing job at putting
a darker spin on the
TV series, Sabrina the
Teenage Witch. Based
off of Archie Comics,
the Chilling Adventures of Sabrina follows
a witch coming of age,
faced with a decision
between being immortal or living a normal
life at high school with
her friends. Sabrina’s

every way as evil forces
are recruiting her to join
them on the dark side
to unleash her powers,
as her normal life with
friends and boyfriend
from high school seem
more appealing each
day. This fresh cast
has a reputation to uphold, but nonetheless
this TV series is just as
impressive as the original. With the first ten
episodes already on

3. This Is Us
Grab some tissues because This Is Us is a
tear jerker. The story
follows a couple who
gives birth to a set of
twins and adopts a son
abandoned at the fire
station, and continues as the children are
grown adults facing
problems with their
family, career, and
health. With flashbacks

from the past, present,
and future, this TV series does an amazing
job at telling one family’s’ story. It features
a family who endures
hardships, but because
of the love they have
for each other, they
overcome everything
they faced. With a diverse cast, this show
is a true example of
family, but a family
that we can all relate
to in one way or another. They show family struggles that are so
real and not often portrayed on television.
Don’t forget to grab
that tissue box though,
because you’ll need it!

GUESS THE CHRISTMAS
song

2

6
3 7

“Please have snow and mistletoe
and presents under the tree.”
a. Beginning To Look A Lot Like
Christmas
b. Silent Night
c. I’ll Be Home For Christmas
d. Jingle Bells
“Hang a shining
star upon the highest
“Oh what fun it is
bough.”
to ride.”
a. O Come O Come
a. Away in a ManEmmanuel
ger
b. Have Yourself Little
b. Jingle Bells
Christmas
c. While Shepc. Hark the Heralds
herds Watched
Angels
d. White Christd. Frosty The Snowmas
man

4

“Come on, it’s
lovely weather.”
a. Jingle Bells
b. While Sherperds Watched
c. Jingle Bells
d. Sleigh Ride

5

“A corn cob pipe and a button
nose”
a. Jingle Bells
b. O Come O Come Emmanuel
c. Hark the Heralds Angels
d. Frosty The Snowman

“City sidewalk, busy
sidewalks, dressed in
holiday style”
a. Joy To The World
b. Have Yourself Little Christmas
c. Silver Bells
d. Frosty The Snowman

8

“Been drinking too much eggnog”
a. Jingle Bells
b. Grandma Got Run Over By A
Reindeer
c. The First Noel
d. Frosty The Snowman

10

“And if you ever saw him”
a. The First Noel
b. Grandma Got Run Over By A
Reindeer
c. Rudolph The Rednose Reindeer
d. Frosty The Snowman

9

“Somebody
snitched on me”
a. Grandma Got
Run Over By A
Reindeer
b. Deck The Halls
c. Silver Bells
d.Nuttin’ For
Christmas
1. c
2. c
3. b
4. b
5. d
6. d
7. c
8. b
9. d
10. c

1

“Think of all the fellows that I
haven’t kissed.”
a. Jingle Bells
b. I’ll Be Home For Christmas
c. Santa Baby
d. We Three Kings
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horoscopes

The holidays are coming fast which means it’s time for all of us to get out of that house and do some shopping for presents. However, after a tough first semester of school, it’s hard to think about what the perfect gift is for friends, family, or that someone special. Here are those gifts you should buy for those people who have these horoscope signs!
Aries(March 21-April 19): Even though it’s the holidays which means
everyone should be happy and jolly, Aries is not. Frankly, Aries is always
angry, so it’s best to get them something calming and relaxing. Give them
that free relaxation with a perfect free day at the spa! They definitely need
those massages to feel absolutely stress free! If your Aries is not too hyped
about the spa idea, get them one of those inspiring books your mom reads
about living life to the fullest! As long as the present takes their mind off of
things, they will think it is the best present! Just get them calm and relaxed!
Taurus(April 20-May 20): Yikes! The last thing a Taurus needs
is something that they do not like… Get to know your Taurus friend
before buying them something extravagant because if they don’t
like it… well good luck with their reaction! However, to make things
easier, the majority of the Taurus population are the biggest Christmas fans! You can buy them any Christmas classic or decoration
to keep them pleased. The most special Christmas present for the
Taurus would be a Christmas album sung by their favorite singer! Just be careful when they start singing Christmas carols too loud!
Gemini(May 21-June 20): Geminis around this time of year tend
to be a little sad and just need something humorous. Just get these
people something that will make them laugh and then you are in the
clear! They love memes, so make your best Gemini bud a meme collection! Pack a photo album book with your favorite inside jokes or
funny pictures you have of/with the Gemini. You can also make a
DIY poster of all of the best memes of the year or all time! Just get in
a creative and humorous mood to pull off the best present for them!
Cancer(June 21-July 22): Cancers always get overly nostalgic around
this time of the year! Anything that gets them to remember their favorite
memories or people will blow their minds away! Get them a photo album
with the best pictures you share with them and your best memories with
them. Another groovy idea for Cancers is to buy them their favorite children’s book! When they receive something that touches them real deep in
the heart, get the Kleenex ready because they will be crying you a river!

Leo(July 23-August 22): Leos are always feeling great about themselves, but there’s a new heightened ego for Leos when it’s Christmas.
Get these overconfident peeps something that allows them to be at center stage. Anything that makes them feel the most loved and adored
will work! Some examples are a microphone or a karaoke machine. A
microphone allows them to express themselves loud and clear, and
the karaoke machine allows them to express their talent at singing! If
they don’t sing well, just applaud because they expect nothing less than
that! These are best for them and it’s cheap for you! A double whammy!
Virgo(August 23-September 22): Virgos are also really feeling
that Christmas spirit like the Taurus. They might even be the biggest
Christmas stans in the world, so you need to get them something that
allows them to indulge in their Christmas spirit. Honestly, a reindeer
stuffed animal, a wreath, or an ornament will work. If you are feeling
really creative and fun, make them a gingerbread house to eat! If you
are feeling really spontaneous, rent a Santa Clause actor for the night!
To be honest, just get them the best Christmas and they will be hyped!

Libra(September 23-October 22): Libras around this time of year
are in that “I don’t know what to do right now” phase. They are also
just kind of going through the motions around Christmas, and they
are in desperate need of getting to know themselves better. Yeesh!
How in the world can you get these solemn slugs something meaningful when they are in this mood? Well, don’t worry about it because a
journal is definitely the best option for them! The journal allows them
to write to themselves and find their happy place. Awe-inspiring!
Scorpio(October 23-November 21): This rambunctious group is hard
to figure out around the holidays. They could be enjoying the Christmas
spirit one day, then becoming an Ebenezer Scrooge the next! Although it
might be hard to figure out the best present for them, it is time to get a gift
from the heart. Get creative with them and write them a poem or a song!
Nothing says you enjoy these people more than writing something special about them. If you are not a good writer, don’t fret! Just make them
any DIY present that will show them your love and appreciation for them.

Sagittarius(November 22-December 21): Let’s face it. We all want
to go on trips during the holiday season, but nobody has this desire as
much as the Sagittarius. They are those fun, fancy, and free people who
are very adventurous. However, we are only high schoolers who aren’t
rich! We can’t afford to buy this lot a trip to Europe! Although the Sagittarius just wants to have a dream getaway, just get them a mini version
of that! Buy them a book of the best places on Earth so they can just
put that in their bucket list! It is basically a vacation, but in pictures!
They will still get that good adventurous feeling with this, and you
don’t have to get a GoFundMe account to try to afford this! Woohoo!
Capricorn(December 22-January 19): Capricorns are really responsible around Christmas. They are just trying to focus on getting all of the presents, decorations, and everything they need for
Christmas. Once they are all done, all they want to do is sit back and
relax. Get these stressed out people an album of their favorite musician! Once they are done with all of their stressful shopping, they
can just come home and bop around their house to the latest or newest jams by their favorite artist! Another jazzy idea is to get them
a fidget spinner! They’ll bring back that trend for a long time! Oops!
Aquarius(January 20-February 18): The Aquarius is the type of
people who just want to spend the holidays with the ones they love
most. Whether it be family or friends, Christmas needs to be spent with
those who have touched their lives. However, if you really need to get
your Aquarius bud a gift, buy them a game or an activity that they
can play with friends or family! They are able to bond better with the
ones they enjoy most, and it allows them to express their competitiveness! All in all, these guys just want the people most special to them, so
just make them a letter detailing how much you love them back! Cute!
Pisces(February 19-March 20): After a long and stressful year, the Pisces just wants something to help them rest from 2018 and help them prepare for another stressful year. Get these people a gift that will allow them
to feel calm and at pure tranquility! Some great ideas include a yoga mat
or a meditation pillow! They can become more flexible with yoga, and
that meditation pillow will help them think deeply! If these things don’t
seem to scream out to your Pisces, it would never hurt to get creative
and make them a meaningful DIY present. Just show your love for them,
and they will show you their love for the present they received! Yay!
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Teenagers Today, Leaders Tomorrow

BY: AIDEN BALDOZ
staff writer
Imagine the day
when you finally decide to vote, but when
you get to the polling place, the line is
filled with teenagers.
You think, “Wow,
what are they doing
here? Where are their
parents?” But you
might actually find
out these teenagers
might be a good thing.
A lot of teenagers
including myself really do care about who
their future leaders in
office will be. I believe
it is vital for teenagers to know what is
going on in the world
so our future in the
United States is stable.
Which is one of many
reasons why we, the
teenagers must be
allowed to vote in
the United States.
Teenagers need to
be granted the ability
to vote, because we
are also going to face
adult problems in the
future. According to
Child Trends, “As of
October 2017, 51 percent of all youth ages
16-24 were employed,
either full- or part

time.” If teenagers
are already allowed
to have jobs, why
shouldn’t we have a
say on who runs our
country or what laws
we need to follow?
Allowing teenagers
to vote will also bring
upon more kids to
become
civically
engaged.
Back in
2 0 1 3 ,
a
city
called
Takoma
P a r k
granted
16-yearolds to vote, and on
April 17, 2018, the
City of Takoma Park
tweeted,”We
were
the first city to lower
the voting age to 16 in
2013, and have seen
nothing but positive
civic engagement. Our
16 and 17 year old voters consistently vote
at higher percentages
than our 18+ voters.”
But not only are
teens are engaged but
so are their parents.
A study according to
Jens Olav Dahlgaard,
an assistant professor

in Copenhagen Business School that focuses on political science
stated,”The parents
of an 18-year-old will
have a child who can
vote...parents
may
want to instill civic
virtues in their child...
the household with
t h e
young
p o tential
voter
can allow the
parents
a n d
the young voter go
to the polls together...modeling
good
civic behavior.” That
shows more people
would vote in order
to set a great example for their children.
More people wanting to vote shows our
country cares for their
leaders. Therefore our
leaders will make sure
they keep our home
safe. With a safer country there will also be
a bigger population.
One may claim an
adolescent’s brain is
immature compared

to an adult’s or they
do not fully comprehend
government
topics, hence they
should not vote. This
is completely the reason we should be exposed to voting while
still young, so adults
can prepare us for
the adversities we
will face as adults.
The myth about
immaturity in the
brain is not always
true for teens, because
NPR(National Public
Radio) stated from a
study in 2011,”Under most laws, young
people are recognized
as adults at age 18,
but emerging science
about brain development suggest most
people don’t reach
full maturity until age
25.” As you can see,
saying my peers are
immature, they might
not be mature enough
even when you are 25.
Therefore,
next
election year, prepare yourself, because teenagers may
just be ready to vote.

Anti-social media

BY: CAITLIN JACKSON
staff writer
Currently,
popular social media sites
such as Facebook and
Instagram have millions of users, Facebook having about
2.27 billion active accounts and Instagram
with around 800 million users. However, I
believe these sites are
the reason why there’s
been a huge rise in
the amount of people
with social anxiety,
depression, and the
feeling of loneliness.
In fact, according to
The Washington Post,
“Anxiety, not depression, is the leading
mental health issue
among
American
youths, and clinicians
and research both
suggesting it is rising.
The latest study was
published in April in
the Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. Based
on data collected from

every day using social media mainly as
a substitute for real
connection,
your
feelings of loneliness and inadequacy
will likely worsen.”
Speaking of real
life connections, social media also affects
people’s time they
spend sharing with
their families. Rather
than spending their
precious time sharing
and creating memories with their family,
people would rather
be on their phones,
texting friends, sharing what they’re doing online. However,
I really can’t say much
myself because I also
tend to have my nose
in my phone most
of the time as well.
This causes a person to stop enjoying
life, seeing things
not in real life where
they can experience it,

the National Survey of
Children’s Health for
ages 6 to 17, researchers found a 20 percent
increase in diagnoses
of anxiety between
2007 and 2012.” I think
this is because of social media. Social media is good for socializing with friends and
family from across
the world or talking
to them to schedule
a meet-up, however
sometimes it gets out
of hand depending
on how social media
is being
used.
A c cording
to psyc o m .
n e t ,
“Studies sugg e s t
that using Facebook,
Snapchat, Instagram
and similar social
media apps to keep
in touch with friends
and forge offline connections can add vitality and communion
to your life. But if you
are spending hours

but through a screen
watching
someone
else live life, which
overall causes us to
feel lonely. Along
with that, social anxiety and loneliness can
lead to another mental illness, depression.
Depression is definitely a serious mental disorder, causing people
to feel presistantly sad
and lacking interest
in activities. On childmind.org, it states, “In
several recent studies,
teenage and young
adult
users
w h o
spend
t h e
m o s t
time on
Instagram,
Facebook and other platforms were shown
to have a substantially (from 13 to 66
percent) higher rate
of reported depression than those who
spent the least time.”

How Effective is Gun Control?

BY: MASON BOBROWSKY
staff writer
The answer may be
obvious, but the issue is more nuanced
than it may seem. If
the proposed goal is
to limit the abundance
or effectiveness of
firearms in-country,
most gun control measures are effective.
For example, the
Firearm Owners Protection Act of 1986
was extremely successful in stifling the
production and distribution of fully automatic firearms. The
act, as described by
the official congressional summary, effectively
made
it
impossible “for any
individual to transfer
or possess a machinegun,” with sale being
restricted to military
and law enforcement
agencies exclusively.
However, if the goal
is to reduce firearm
related violent crime,
gun control is painfully ineffective and
only acts to further
limit the liberties of

law-abiding citizens.
Fully-automatic
weapons are extremely underrepresented
in violent crime. As
a whole, there have
only been three verified uses of legally acquired fully automatic
firearms in crime
since 1934. Two of
those cases involved a
police officer using his
legally issued firearm,
and the third was a
suicide.
In the
latest Bureau
of
Justice
survey,
t a k e n
place between the
years of 1993 and
2011, less than 3% of
cases regarding illegal usage of a firearm involved a fully
automatic firearm of
any variety, including modified pistols and submachine
guns. Out of all the
cases in question,
not a single firearm
was acquired legally.

Peace officers are
exempt from both the
National Firearms Act
of 1934 and Firearm
Owners
Protection
Act of 1986, meaning
both incidents would
not have been stopped
by either of the acts.
Nor have the acts
stopped illegal usage
of automatic firearms.
The North Hollywood
shootout is an example of an incident
where
illegally
modif i e d
firearms
w e r e
used to
commit a crime. Once
again, no law could
have stopped this.
The firearms were illegally brought into
the state, and then
further
modified
against
regulation.
Attempts at more
effective gun control
may directly harm
law abiding citizens.
The popular quote “If
guns are outlawed,

only outlaws will
have guns” explains
this nicely. However, I
do realize that there is
currently no attempt at
a widespread ban, but
the premise stands.
Criminals
won’t
obey gun laws. This
places law abiding
citizens at a disadvantage, greater than the
one we already face
in being forced onto
the defensive. This
is clearly shown in
the United Kingdom.
Between the years of
2016 and 2017 alone,
London, in particular,
has seen a 41.89% increase in gun crime,
according to that
year’s official metropolitan police crime
statistics. Criminals
feel more secure in
their use of firearms
due to the fact that it is
guaranteed that their
victims will be unable
to respond in turn.
So gun control
makes guns harder to
get. But is it truly worth
the associated costs?
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Shadow over womens sports
BY: JONATHAN DARIUS
staff writer
For years and even
today, women’s sports
is never really acknowledged by the mainstream
media.
Since
men’s
sports is a huge part of
sports, it is the majority of sports news, and
rakes in billions. Forbes
stated that the Dallas
Cowboys alone made an
estimated 5 billion US
dollars overall in 2018.
On top of that, men’s
baseball, basketball, and
many other men’s sports
make hundreds of millions of dollars since
there is so much widespread attention and
demand for good players and good teams to
make a good show for
the world and the media.
Although, while the
men’s sports scene rakes
in billions of dollars, professional women’s sports
seem to go unnoticed
by millions of people. A
study made by the University of Minnesota’s
Research on Girls and
Women in Sport estimates that women’s athletics is covered by only
4% of all sports media
coverage. Another study
pointed out that televi-

opinions
Drunk driving epidemic
BY: REESE TINSLEY
staff writer
Most of us know
of someone that has
been affected by a
drunk driver. Millions of people worldwide drink and drive
and it is not
acceptable.
Even if you
make it home
safely and no
one got hurt,
it is still not
right.
When
you
drive
while drunk
you are not
only risking
your life, you
are also risking all
of those you come
across while driving.
Drinking and driving can be deadly,
more so for teenagers.
Fewer teens drink and
drive, but when they
do, it is a major threat.
According to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
teenagers
drinking
and driving has gone
down 54% since 1991,
but still high school
teenagers drive after
drinking about 2.4
million times a month.
Why do teens make
the decision to drink

and drive? Sometimes
their responsibilities
are too hard to handle
or it can simply be
peer pressure. Teens
also have a low toler-

attention
grabbing
media and the irritation it generates. That

it impact your life?
If not, is it at least an
ongoing issue that
informed
citizens
should know about?

you don’t wish to see.
Tweak your settings. Yes, you can
mute trashy channels
with inflammatory and

generates the most ad
revenue popping up
first, sign up for newsletters or subscribe to
your favorite news

is—unless you follow
these few simple tips.
First and foremost,
prioritize what’s relevant. Be honest. Do
you really care about
the story you’re being presented? Does

If you answer no to
all of the above, you
probably
shouldn’t
waste
your
time.
Quit clicking the
clickbait. Your news
is in part algorithmic curation. Don’t
feed it that which

unimportant
headlines. DO THAT! It
gets the clickbait out of
the way and saves you
your valuable time.
Switch to subscription. Instead of going
through an endless
feed with whatever

sites. It simplifies the
process and you don’t
have to worry about
frivolous
matters.
This doesn’t directly
pertain to the news itself, but maybe don’t
read something and

sion time for the women’s
athletics is as low as 1%.
Regarding annual salaries, the average professional female athlete only
makes around 72,000
dollars for basketball,
162,000 dollars for golf,
and 345,000 dollars for
tennis which is the only
sport in which women
make more than men by
85,000 dollars annually.
There could be multiple reasons why the
coverage on women’s
athletics is so low. Dr.
Cheryl Cooky, an assistant professor of American studies at Purdue
University gave a comment to The Nation about
why media coverage
ignores female sports.
“Mainstream sport media outlets are essentially
‘mediated man-caves’.”
Cooky also said, “It’s a
space where men can go
and know it’s going to be
by, for, and about men.”
Another reason why
the media doesn’t really
cover women’s athletics is because of today’s
problems
revolving
around sexism. The sexism isn’t as overt nowadays, but it still affects
the coverage on women’s

sports, as was reported
by the Nation, a national media organization.
“Much of today’s sexism
is subtle…, it’s buried in
leads or conclusions that
discuss a female athlete’s
appearance or demeanor or her role as a wife
or mother, or in lackluster commentary and
camerawork. That often
means women’s sports
don’t get covered at all.”
There
are
many
things that contribute to
the lower media coverage on women’s sports
compared to men’s. Our
society still has far to
go in its outdated sexist
stereotypes. Even subtle
differences in media
coverage of women’s
sports compared to
men’s, is a reflection of
the media’s role in minimizing the importance
of and interest in women’s sports. If the women’s professional sports
organizations put more
effort into portraying
professional women’s
sports as competitive,
exciting, and as worthy
of media coverage as
men’s sports, it would
be far more prevalent
in today’s societies.

ance for alcohol and
they are usually new,
inexperienced, drivers. This combination can generate a
very dangerous situation, as claimed by
the Drive-Safely Net.
Parents and schools
should also be very
strict on drinking and
driving. They need to
discourage it so that
teens will be more
aware and realize how
dangerous it can be. It
is very important for
parents and schools to
model safe behavior.
If they do drink, they
should know that they

should not drive, instead, they should call
someone who can take
them home safely.
Not only should
parents and schools
discourage
drinking and driving, but
teens can also
make themselves
aware and make
the right decision.
Teens can choose
to never drink and
drive or refuse to
get in a car with
a teen driver who
has been driving.
They can also follow the “rules of
the road” which
includes not texting
and driving, wearing their seatbelt, and
obey the speed limits, according to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Even though
the rates of teenagers
drunk driving went
down, it is still a major
problem. The dangers
of drinking and driving needs to be discussed more in able
to show teens how
threatening this epidemic can really be.

Avoiding the fake news

BY: PARNEET BEHNIWAL
editor-in-chief
Some notes on media, from the “communist
newspaper”
—Yes, we heard you
Assuming you’ve
been paying attention
and like—breathing,
you’ve probably noticed
media—news
media, not social media but that too tbh—
has been lacking actual substance lately,
but somehow… it still
garthers
passionate
opinions on both sides.
You’ll scroll through
the news app and the
headlines will read
“Trump tweeted [insert really outlandish,
all caps, grammatically incorrect tweet
here]” or you’ll read
“[Really unqualified
person] running for
2020?” or even better,
you’ll read “[Democrat/Republican
politician] is a [communist/neo-nazi].”
There really is no escape from his constant
refreshing of mindless,

immediately look for
the twitter discourse.
It doesn’t make you
happy to purposely
read ignorant opinions. It doesn’t make
you productive either.
It just makes you mad.
Don’t be dumb. Instead hit up a friend,
and have a heated but
intellectual discussion.
Lastly—probably
shouldn’t say this,
but—remember that
the news will always
be there. You can always take a break, and
come back when you’re
ready to deal with the
headache this hyperinformed age provides.
It’s okay to not always
be on top of things. It’s
not okay to be sucked
into the abyss of trivial
reporting and misery.
At the end of the
day, media must be
maintained with an
end game in mind.
Falling into the revenue driven trap, helps
no one but advertisers. Do yourself a favor, and help yourself.

opinions
The deal with toxic masculinity
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BY: KALI MCCAA
staff writer
“Boys will be boys!”
“Man
up!”
“Boys
don’t
cry.”
“Nice
guys finish last.” All
phrases that promote
the tragic concept of
toxic masculinity. What
is toxic masculinity?
As defined by The
Good Men Project
toxic masculinity is a
“narrow and repressive
description
of
manhood, designating
manhood as defined
by
violence,
sex,
status, and aggression.
The
cultural
ideal
of manliness, where
strength is everything
while emotions are a
weakness.”
This concept does not
mean that men can’t
be masculine, and it
doesn’t and shouldn’t
define what masculinity
is, it’s saying this is
what it means to be
a man and if you do
anything but act like
this you are considered
weak, should it really
be like that?
As with most of my
articles, before I share
my strong opinion I
like to present some
statistics that back up
the truth and reality
of this. Let’s take
into account mental
health.
According
to
the
American
Psychological
Association, men of
all ages and ethnicities
are 33% less likely
than
women
to
seek treatment for
depression, substance
abuse,
and
other
mental disorders, even
though they experience
it more than women.
Stereotypical
quotes
such as “suck it up”
and “boys don’t cry”
are told to boys when
they’re younger, so it
carries on with them
into their adulthood,
they won’t seek help
even though they need
it the most. Many know
by avoiding treatment

for mental health, it can
severely and negatively
affect mental health as
well as physical health.
In connection with
mental health, when
not
treated,
their
mental health can get
worse and can lead to
suicide. Men are 3.5
times more likely to
die from suicide than
women, and every
day 123 men in the
US commit suicide.
This can obviously be
linked to not treating
themselves for mental
disorders, which if not
treated, only get worse.
In fact, male suicide
rates
are
steadily
increasing. You would
think they would lower
due to mental health
being discussed more
than it was, say 10 years
ago, but it’s not.
Along with not getting
treatment for their
mental health, they
also don’t even seek
help if they experience
sexual assault. 1 in 6
men in America will
be or have attempted
on them, sexual abuse,
yet on an average, they
never report it until 20
years later. According
to MaleSurvivor, an
organization
who
helps male survivors
of sexual assault, when
they finally do come
out about their sexual
abuse, their courage
is met with “derision,
confusion, dismissal,
and even disbelief.”
They shame them or
tell that it could “never
happen to a man” or
“c’monn you probably
enjoyed it.” That “real”
men would want it.
No victim should be
blamed or unheard
when they’ve gone
through such a painful
experience. Whenever
a woman is victim
shamed, everyone is
all over it, which they
should be, but the
common public rarely

do it for men and will
try to shift the view as
if its normal, and he
should “like” it.
If you teach boys when
they’re young that it is
okay to cry, it’s okay
to show emotions, it’s
okay to be weak every
once in a while, that they
don’t have to always
“suck it up” for the sake
of their masculinity;
then maybe when they
grow up they won’t
be ashamed of their
emotions and can learn
to handle it better;
they can share their
traumatic experiences
and heal from them.
If we do that maybe
they won’t feel pushed
by society to suppress
their feelings which
can develop suicidal
tendencies.
Men can’t even show
their love for their
friends or complement

a friend they may have
known for a long time,
they have to fear that
they’ll be made fun of,
or considered gay?
Whenever a boy likes
something
that
is
considered a thing
for girls, like ballet
or
dolls,
they’re
considered weak and
girly, feminine. I’d
like to add that my
father is the strongest
man that I know, who
can probably carry
me and my mom on
his shoulders while
carrying all the groceries
in his hands, played
with dolls when he was
younger. He had the
full barbie collection,
house, car, dolls and
he liked it. He is very
masculine till this day,
yet he freely shows
emotions, loves and
provides for his family.

each other or they
may be considered
gay. There have been
multiple
times
in
many classes where
I have overheard a
conversation between
male friends, and I
always hear something
like “I love you man,
but like no homo haha”
or “your hair looks
nice, no homo”. Girls
can hold hands and
constantly compliment
each other, kiss each
other’s cheeks, and
there is nothing gay
about it, it’s a norm, but
when a guy expresses
an ounce of affection to

So why stop little boys
from playing with socalled “girl” toys, as if
it will define them and
make them “weak”.
Is it really important if
little boys don’t fit into
the structured box of
masculinity, they are
little boys. Little girls
can play with trucks
and
people
don’t
really mind, she’s just
a tomgirl, but if a boy
plays with dolls? All
of a sudden he is weak,
feminine, he won’t
grow up to be a “REAL
man”.
Another point that I
would like to add is

that not only does toxic
masculinity affect men,
and in a great extent,
it also affects women.
That whole “boys will
be boys” concept has
been used against so
many women who have
spoken up about being
sexually
harassed.
“Boys will be boys” is
not an excuse, boys will
be held accountable for
their actions just like
everyone else. When
boys are little and
mean to girls, and you
think they are doing it
because they like them,
you don’t just let it be
as if it’s “just how it
is”. If boys are mean to
girls because they like
them you stop them,
if they are mean to
anyone, you stop them.
Teaching them that
it’s okay to be mean to
girls throughout their
lives because they like
them will make them
think its ok to be mean
to them in the future,
which it’s not.
Furthermore,
by
saying that being like
a girl and connecting
it with being weak just
spreads misogynistic
views more. Women
are connected with
weakness, “you throw
like a girl!” this is
deemed as an insult.
This teaches that men
are strong whereas
women are weaker, and
men should dominate
them because being like
a girl is considered as
being lowly, weaker,
negative.
This leads men to to
think that they have
to constantly prove
that they are strong,
which can lead to them
sexually
assaulting
women,
because
“women are weak and
can’t do anything and
it is just a natural thing
that men need, so it’s
only natural that it
happens.” Whenever
their fragile masculinity

is threatened, they have
to prove that they are
masculine. So when
a girl rejects a guy,
he may think of it as
he was “denied of his
rights as a man”, and
reacts violently so he
can reclaim them. You
rarely hear news stories
about how a woman
killed a man after
getting rejected, but
there are many news
stories that explain how
a man killed a woman
when they rejected him.
In fact, when I went to
google and looked up
“woman kills man after
being rejected, there
was 1 story where the
woman killed a man
who was already her
boyfriend, but the rest
was about how a man
killed a woman after
being rejected.
To clear up any
confusion I am not
saying that all men
are bad and evil and
naturally violent. Many
think toxic masculinity
is a term made up
by
“man-hating
feminazis” that want
to suppress men, when
in reality all it is really
saying, is that men
should be allowed to
show emotions freely,
like whatever they
want, or act differently
from the stereotypical
“real man” and not be
downgraded. If men
aren’t
downgraded
maybe
they
won’t
react
in
violence,
maybe
they
won’t
view women as lower
and weaker, maybe
they’ll stop killing
themselves
because
they
can
actually
find help and talk
about their emotions
without getting judged.
Males and females
shouldn’t have to fit
in this specified box
that defines how they
should act.
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Virtual Business

Mock trial tenth at world

BY: PARNEET BEHNIWAL
editor-in-chief

BY: JONATHAN DARIUS
staff writer

The Virtual Business Team attended the San Diego Trade Show at the end of November and left feeling
fairly
confident
about
upcoming
competitions.
The trade show was a statewide event where all schools came together to pitch their company’s ideas. Ancora Safety’s idea (as stated
on their website) is to “offer a range of defensive products from school
items to handhelds accessories to help protect [the] community.”
Chief Executive Officer Alex Bridges states, “Ancora Safety’s
mission is to diminish an individual’s fear of falling victim to violence by empowering them through self-protection,” citing, “a nationwide problem of violent acts whether it be assault, rape, gun
violence, or murder in general—affecting innocent Americans.”
As a result of this touching sentiment and courageous action,
Ancora Safety placed in every category, except two, including:

The
Centennial
High School Mock
Trial team took 10th
place out of 40 other
teams
worldwide
in the Empire Mock
Trial World Championships. The team
is the first in the
Kern County to be
selected to participate in the Empire
Mock Trial World
Championships
in New York City.
To exp l a i n
M o c k
Trial, participating
students
assume
the roles
of
the
people in
a fictional
court case
as
witnesses, attorneys,
or both.
The participants
present
evidence,
question witnesses,
and argue their case
just as it would occur
in a real court trial.
The
tournament
had mock trial teams
from all over the
U.S., but also had
teams from 5 other
foreign countries like
Hong Kong, Ireland,
South Korea, Canada, and the United
Kingdom. One of
the students on the
team named Jill Dailey, a junior at CHS,
shared how it felt to
not only go against

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1st in elevator pitch - Sales and Products Specialist Anisha Naik
2nd in company branding - Marketing Department
Top 5 in website - Web Designer Alexis Ravasco
Top 5 radio commercial - Marketing Assistant Kaley Soren
Top 10 in video commercial - Advertising Specialist Sam Works
Top 15 in sales materials - Catalog Specialist Ronald Sanders
Top 15 in booth design - Sales and Products Team

Members of the company said this competition gave them an insight on how to run a real business and how to sell to real customers.
Chief Marketing Officer Matthew Tamunda explained
the competition allowed him “to see everyone’s business ideas and what they came up with,” really getting a
feel for the competitive nature of his intended line of work.
Web Designer Alexis Ravasco even proclaimed the class
was “real world oriented, allowing students to develop professionally beyond the skills normal academic classes provide.”
This can be
seen through
the work the students put into
the
company,
having spent
countless hours
creating and
perfecting Ancora Safety
for the season,
from marketing and designing to financing and merchandising.
Public
Rel a t i o n s
A s s i s t a n t
P a r k e r
Gaona
stated,
“ W e ’ v e
been working really hard to prepare for the trade show
so the outcome was well deserved” and satisfying.
In a similar fashion, Ancora Safety’s business plan team held
their own at regionals at CSUB on December 5th, with their Director of Marketing Ana Garza stating that though their results are unknown, they “feel confident going to state as
[their] hardest judge said he sees the team going to nationals.”
With all the experience and preparations they have
done they expect nothing but victorious outcomes at
their next state competition this academic year in Bakersfield on January 16th, finding the results the following day.

teams from the U.S.
but
from
teams
around the world.
“It was really interesting and really fun.
We generally make
friends with people
that we can compete
against and getting
to meet the other
teams from different
countries was really
interesting. It was
kinda cool how much
they knew about

our legal system...”
The coach for the
CHS
mock
Trial
team, Desiree Diaz,
discussed the biggest
obstacle for the team.
“The biggest obstacle was going against
this team called Venture Academy. They
are in Stockdale,
California, we actually are really good
friends with them.
We scrimmaged them
right before we left,
not expecting to go
against them in the
competition
again,
we were friends and

we were super happy
to go against them,
but they’re a really
good team and they
ended up beating us”.
Although the team
took 10th place, they
were still very happy
about what they had
achieved and during
the competition at
one point they didn’t
think they would
even place at all in the
top 10. Mr. Dobson,
the Mock
T r i a l
t e a m
supervisor, expressed
h o w
he
felt
about his
students
achieving 10th
in
the
world
championships.
“This
is a special group of students to me, the nine
students that went,
have loved Mock
Trial and have made
a full commitment to
Mock Trial. They performed Wextremely
well, and I’m super
proud of 10th place”.
On
December
12th, they will go
compete at the first
round of the Kern
County Competition.
They hope to win the
Kern County Competition after taking
10th in the world
championships.

Getting to know Mr. Anderson

BY: ALEXANDRIA STEVENS
staff writer
Before
working
as the librarian here
at Centennial High
School, Mr. Andersen was an English
teacher in our school
district. He was also
a coach for forensics
and a journalism advisor. He got the job
to be our librarian
when the former librarian retired and
there was a job opening. He received the
job in the fall of year
2001, and just a year
before that he gained
his library credentials.
Mr. Andersen has
been working at Cen-

tennial for 25 years,
just one year after
the school opened.
When asked how
many years he plans
to continue, he jokingly said, “hopefully
ten.” He says he plans
to keep his career
and will stay busy in
his retirement. Mr.
Anderson has three
sons and all three of
them attended Centennial High School.
His top three books
are Indignation by
Philip Roth, Siddhartha by Hermann
Hesse, and he stated
that Grapes of Wrath

by John Steinbeck
is good for students
to read. He couldn’t
pick just one favorite
book, he has many favorites. When asked
about library fines
and what was the
biggest fine a student
has ever acquired he
explained that students usually, when
freshman, accumulate about over $300
worth of a library
fines into their senior year. The library
usually forgives fines
up to $10. It’s important to remember
when a library books

need to be turned in
so no library fines
will need to be given for absent books.
His favorite part
about being a librarian
is being able to work
with students, and to
motivate them. He
said the best moment
of his whole time here
at Centennial was his
first day. When asked
about what he finds
interesting about being a librarian, he
said, “We’re not all
mean, it’s fun, interesting, and different
every day.” He said
he can fit the librarian

stereotype of telling
people to “shush” if
they’re being too loud
inside the library.
Mr. Andersen helps
many students with

figuring out how to
work the computers
if they’re struggling,
and explains the PE
reports for each quarter of the school year.

features
Fashion Club
BY: CAITLIN JACKSON
staff writer

Fashion Club is a FIDM,
fashion institute design
and merchandising, based
club that focuses on the
creativity and individuality of all the members.
“Kids really seem to be
really excited about the
club,” says the adviser, Mrs.
Fidler. The Fashion Club
started at Centennial High
School this year; despite it
being a new club students
of Centennial were
extremely interested
in it. On Club Day
90 students signed
up to be a Fashion Club Member.
The president, Mia
Polston, founded and
established the fashion club this year.
She felt that fashion was a way that
she expresses herself and
wants to bring that to Centennial to allow other students to feel confident in
their style just as she does.
“I think that’s how I
found myself. I express
myself with my clothes.”
she says. “I’ve seen more
people become more confident in expressing their
style. We have them take
pictures and send them in
so I think that that gives
them an opportunity to
show their creativity and

BY: KALI MCCAA
opinions editor

Animal appreciation
club is a club that volunteers at animal sanctuaries and shelters. On
November 3rd the first
volunteering day was
in motion. Twenty volunteers went to the Alpha Canine Sanctuary.
The Alpha Canine
Sanctuary is run by
Marilyn Stewart, and
she runs it all by herself, so volunteering is
much appreciated on
her behalf. When volunteering you would
do simple tasks such
as raking up leaves
and hay and then putting them in bags to
throw away, but after
that you get to play
with dogs for about an
hour and a half. It is no
kill so you get to build
connections instead of
wondering if they’re
going to be there
when you get back.
The leaders of the
club express their feelings when volunteering; Ellie Murdoch

show of their looks.”
Fashion Club is also
helpful for people who are
wanting to go to school
and majr in fashion and
design because it gives the
members lots of opportunities for scholarships.
Mrs. Fidler explained
that “If you’re in the
club you actually have
the opportunity to apply
for
scholarships

when you’re a senior.”
FIDM is the fashion
design institution that has
given Miss. Polston the
chance to start and run
the club by contributing
money to make the club
what it is today. Along
with that, the Fashion Club
gives you a good chance to
possibly be a part of this
fashion design institute.
“It’s also a really good
school for fashion design
so by being in the club students have a better chance
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Campus Life Club

BY: CASSIE QUINN
staff writer

of getting in, rather than
if they were not involved
in the club.” says Fidler.
Fashion club also has
challenges in which members send in their outfits
they put together. Typically, the club has two challenges a month, and the
winners of these challenges
get a photoshoot. The photoshoots are then going to
be put inside a magazine
the club is going to produce and sell
around the end of
the year. “I love
receiving the pictures they send in
for the challenges
because you can
really tell how
much effort they
put into them
and it makes me
really
proud.
I also enjoy it because
it gives them a chance
to show off their outfits
and I love that for them,”
described Mia Polston.
The club meets up every other week at lunch in
Mrs. Fidlers room, 1201.
It is never too late to sign
up, so if you’re interested
in being a part of the club,
text @k74ch33 to 810-10.
Here is your chance to
express yourself through
your clothes. “Everyone
is welcome!” Mia Polston.

Every Thursday in room
1605, the Campus Life Club
meets for a period full of
lively games as well as
heartening
discussion.
“Whether you’re Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh, atheist,
or anything else, you can
come,” JD (James David
Tomlinson, one of the accommodating directors of
the club ) explains to me.
Accompanied by several student leaders, this
club spends its time doing
activities and games that
everyone is included in as
well as usually having a
speaker come to discuss
valuable concepts that can
make you feel better when
you walk out of the room.
“I always say that it’s
hard to explain, you just
have to experience it for
yourself. It’s not a church,
it’s not a youth group, It is
not a bible study, It’s not
even necessarily a Christian club. We do talk about
Christian concepts and invite you to church, but It is
for anybody.” JD tells me.
Outside of Centennial’s
grounds, Campus Life
does so much more to benefit our society. “We go to
Ridgeview High School,
Centennial, Liberty, even
McKee middle school, as
well as hosting an after-

ing someone out.”
This club started last
year by Parker Gaona
& Ellie Murdoch; they
started the club due
to their equal passion
for animals. Ellie explains another reason
they started the club,
“ to bring awareness,
there’s people like
Marilyn Stewart (owner of alpha canine), she
does it out of the kindness of her heart, that’s
kind of inspirational,
and I just want to be
able to bring people to
help her, because she
has to do it all herself.”
Parker further explains
her point stating, “[another thing we want
to] bring awareness to,
[is] the fact that a lot
of these shelters and
sanctuaries are getting
overflowed, so it’s really cool when we went
to the alpha canine
sanctuary we went
there and a girl ended
up adopting a pit bull,
and when i went to the

[Fruitvale] animal shelter I ended up adopting
two cats from there.”
Gaona and Murdoch both share their
hopes for the animals,
“I hope for them to get
adopted, and really
just make them excited, I hope that we end
up going there so often
they kind of recognize
us and get excited a
little bit, that’s a goal.”
The animals have
many features which
should be appreciated
such as their kindness, innocence, and
happiness. Murdoch
explains “[I appreciate] their kindness, like
my dogs personally,
they’re never mad at
you, I know it sounds
cheesy, but they’re always there, they’re
literally man’s best
friend, its a companion
you can look forward
to them being there.”
Gaona furthers “And
just their innocence
and happiness. They

school club at Emerson
Middle School. We are on
about 32 schools here in
town. We also do club at
Juvenile Hall, where kids
are incarcerated and can’t
get out. We even reach out
to teen parents,” says JD
Besides
spending
time in purely one classroom, the club also travels, taking part in many
field trips and camps
during the school year.
“We
do
summer
camp and winter camp,
a camp for high school,
which is one of the biggest, and by the way, is
free if you can’t afford
it. There’s a lot of people
who don’t have a chance
to usually do that,” JD said.
As you can see, Campus
Life is so much more than
just a high school club. According to JD, the club is
one of the smallest things
they do. The club also isn’t
a part of a specific church.
JD clarifies to me, “Youth
for Christ is the organization, and we’re a part of
it. We are not a part of any
specific church, but we do
work with local churches.”
The website for YFC explains: “Youth for Christ of
Kern County, a chapter affiliate of Youth for Christ
USA, was started in 1958.

We are governed by a local Board of Directors of
Christian business people
who are committed to
meeting the physical, social, mental and spiritual
needs of young people.”
The website, (yfckern.
org) also goes into detail
about campus life itself.
“Campus Life is a place to
build positive relationships
through clubs and other
creative programs to help
students make positive
choices and live a balanced
life. Clubs are just one
place for students to get to
know other students and
grow socially, emotionally,
physically and spiritually.”
Campus Life is an engaging affiliation with welcoming people who will
admit you in the group
happily. JD tells me, “If
I could describe it in one
word, it would be some
combination of friendly
and relational. Everyone’s
nice. No ones being super
intrusive or judging you.”
Come and visit Campus Life during lunch
this Thursday. Enjoy a
break from a long day of
school, play some games,
listen to an inspiring message, and learn about
the next big plans that
this club will be doing.

Animal Appreciation Club
who is the president
of the club stated,“ I
feel really, really good,
I feel like it kind of inspires you to do more...
the connection with
the dogs, it means so
much to them and
just having someone
to pet them and stuff,
it’s awesome.” Parker
Gaona who is also part
of the Animal Appreciation club describes
“ I just love being able
to just love on a dog
and know that how excited they are...they’re
just happy, you know
that you’re making
their little day for their
minds, ...and knowing that you’re helping someone and giving your time to other
things than yourself.
“Kierstyn Nash, a
sophomore at Centennial who volunteered
explains, “I would
most definitely go
again, it was really
fun and it felt nice to
know we were help-

are never instantly
mean they’re just loving creatures for you.”
By volunteering you
can not only get your
hours in for graduation, but you get to
have an amazing experience while branching
out and building connections with the people and the animals!
The Animal Appreciation club will soon
be having a Doggie
Drive! They encourage everyone to donate towels, blankets,
toys, and anything

that the shelters may
need. The class winner
could have a visit from
dogs from Marley’s
Mutts! More information will be released
soon. They also accept
and welcome anyone
at any time, so if there
is a meeting that you
hear about, feel free
to go, “it’s a really fun
experience so I highly
encourage joining and
I encourage people to
come out. We take everybody, we don’t care
who.” Gaona stated.
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More than just your sports editor
His interest in this type of music is
what intrigued him to start making
music for himself. Earlier this year he
started to take to guitar playing. “My
mom had an old guitar that was always
laying around so I decided to pick it up
and learn how to play,” he said. He has
been taking lessons every week since,
and even plays for his church’s worship
team now. He enjoys the experience of
playing in front of people and hopes
to one day be able to play small gigs.

Jacob Peters is currently a junior at Centennial and is in his second year of being the
sports editor for The Hawk Eye. He joined
the journalism class his freshman year and
later became an editor his sophomore year.

He says that being a part of the school
newspaper is one of the main ways he
stays involved in school and has been one
of the best parts of his high school experience. One of his favorite parts of being in
journalism is, “Distribution day, because
it’s always so cool being able to see everything you worked so hard on become
a real newspaper for everyone to read.”

While journalism is a major part in Peters’ high school experience, he spends
the majority of his time outside of school
participating in some of his other hobbies. Since he was eight years old, Peters
has spent a lot of his time traveling. With
his dad always finding new and better job
opportunities, his traveling started with
him moving to different states including Michigan, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and
now California. Having lived in so many
states, he says he likes California the most
because “there’s just so much to do here
compared to everywhere else I’ve lived.”

Moving hasn’t been the only reason
for his travels though. He says, “My family just really likes to travel and see new
things.” He has traveled all over Europe
including Rome, Pompeii, Florence, and
Amsterdam. Peters has also traveled to
over half of the fifty states with Tennessee being his favorite. He specifically likes
Memphis because of “...all the exciting and
fun things to do there,” as well as the popularity of blues and rock and roll music.

Speaking of music, this is another one
of Peters’ major interests. If you know him
you’d probably know about his distinct music taste. While a lot of high schoolers are listening to pop or rap, Peters prefers Classic
Rock and Old Country. Some of his favorite
artists and bands, to name a few, include The
Eagles, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Johnny Cash, and
Merle Haggard. His dad and his grandad are
the ones who got him interested in this type of
music. “My dad would play Classic Rock a lot
in the car or at home and my grandad would
give me his Old Country CDs,” said Peters.

Aside from these interests, after
high school Peters wants to go to college to become a history teacher, saying, “It’s right up my alley.” With his
old soul and curiosity to learn more and
experience new things, it is no doubt
that Peters will be successful in this
field! He went on to say, “I’m just excited to see where the road takes me.”

