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FEBRUARY 13
School Pictures
Main Campus

• • • • • •
FEBRUARY 14
School Pictures
Oakwood and Yavne

• • • • • •
FEBRUARY 28
Taanis Esther
Main Campus 2:00 dismissal
Jr. High 1:30 dismissal
Kindergarten 1:50 dismissal
Yavne 2:05 dismissal

• • • • • •
MARCH 1 – 2
Purim & Shushan Purim
NO SCHOOL

Rav Safra once had an article for sale and a potential buyer who offered his price. Rav
Safra, however, was reciting Krias Shema at that time and – in keeping with halacha – did
not respond. The buyer mistakenly understood Rav Safra’s silence as a refusal of his offer
and thus he increased it. Rav Safra completed his Shema and accepted the buyer’s original
offer since he had already accepted it in his mind and heart (Sheiltos D’Rav Achai; Rashi,
Talmud Makos 24A).
This is seen as an example of v’dover emes bilvavo, speaking truth in one’s heart. Similarly,
Parshas Mishpatim mandates to a judge: Midvar sheker tirchak, distance oneself from
falsehood (23:7), an expectation that is to be emulated by every Jew.
Indeed the great Gedolim in each generation were most careful to maintain the absolute
highest ideals of honesty and integrity. Some examples follow:
Rav Zundel of Salant once received a request from a disciple abroad to pray for his ailing
wife. Rav Zundel asked his secretary to respond with a message that he will pray for her
recovery. When the secretary drafted a correspondence stating “We will pray for her
recovery, Rav Zundel refused to sign the letter because he had expressed that he himself
would pray for her recovery and he could not vouch for anything beyond that.
The Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, once visited a town and noticed a posted announcement
indicating that he was scheduled to deliver a public address. The announcement stated
that the Chofetz Chaim was the author of Mishna Berurah on Orchos Chaim. Since at the
time only one volume had been published, the Chofetz Chaim extracted a pencil from his
pocket and penned the following words: Currently only one volume has been published.
Future volumes will be published at a later date, G-d willing.
Finally, Rabbi Ahron Kotler, zt”l, would not authorize the distribution of an artist’s
rendering of Beth Medrash Govoha’s yeshiva building, because it included trees which did
not exist in real life.
While we might be tempted to stretch the truth (should the need arise) these vignettes
remind us of our moral obligation and commitment to the concept of emes, truth.
Moreover, the Rambam writes that parents and educators have a special obligation to
instill within our children a consciousness of integrity that we are expected to be honest
and truthful (Rambam Hilchos Shavuos 12,8).
Honesty is more than an asset. Integrity is more than a virtue. They are values which are
life skills and traits which define us.
Wishing you a wonderful Shabbos!

Boys in grades 4-6 were treated to an amazing trip to the Cleveland Metroparks
Chalet where they enjoyed a morning of tobogganing together with their
Rabbeim. After going down the chutes the boys warmed up with hot cocoa and
sandwiches (thank you Mrs. Greenberger for always providing the yummy extras
for us!). The trip was in recognition of the over 6000 Mishnayos and lines of
Gemara learned in the last few months as part of our BEAM learning initiative, as
well as good classroom behavior. Thank you to
Rabbi Weimer for getting sponsors for the trip which was sponsored through TORCH. The
boys really enjoyed it and were all BEAMing when they returned. A reminder that all
learning during midwinter break will earn triple tickets for the next major raffle Rosh
Chodesh Adar!
Mazel tov to Yehuda Aryeh Thav who made a siyum on Sefer Tehillim in his
classroom. May Yehuda Aryeh continue to give his Rebbe nachas and make many more
siyumim.

Mrs. Ribiat’s 4th grade hosted a “sheva brachos” for their beloved
Sunday Morah, Mrs. Meira Deutsch, who they knew as Miss
Goldbaum. The girls prepared lovely speeches in which Meira’s
chosson got to hear how beloved she is to her students. Afterwards,
everyone enjoyed snacks and dancing.
We were so excited to welcome back so many rested and recharged
girls this week! The vacation charts are pouring in, showing us that here in Hebrew Academy, we never take a vacation
from doing mitzvos!
We felt such nachas when reading comments from so many parents: “Rashi Klahr made such a kidush Hashem on all the
trips we took!” “Wherever we went, Rachelli Levine was so well behaved and always said ‘thank you’!” “Malky Dafner
helped out at home with a smile!” “Rachelli Bennet read a perek of Tehillim for a little boy who is sick!” “Blimi Koval made
an amazing kiddush Hashem wherever she went!” “Chaya Rivkah Meisels was so cooperative over vacation. She davened
and played so nicely with her cousins!” “Peshy Busel made us all so proud over vacation!” “Chaya Rochel Auslander was so
well behaved and helpful!” “Rochella Strulowitz helped a ton by watching her baby sister!” and “Baiely Lempel did chesed
and mitzvos over vacation, we were so proud, as usual!”

Cleveland Heights looks forward to four simultaneous onegs this Friday night, iy”H. We thank the Stelzer, Rappaport,
Weiss, and Schiff families for graciously opening their homes to host these warm get-togethers with their friends and
teachers. The girls look forward to a guest speaker and/or activity, along with tasty treats, and cholent sponsored by
Yavne. We appreciate all who help arrange this fabulous program.
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Tea Party in Social Studies Class
Mrs. Hellman's class learned about colonial times and the
tension between those who supported the British and
those
who
wanted
to
establish
a
new
country. Interestingly enough, only 1/3 of the colonists
supported breaking away from the British; 1/3 were
proud and hoped to stay under the reign of King George;
and the other third were too busy to get involved. To
conclude our unit the girls celebrated a colonial tea party.
Enrichment Program with Mrs. Schabes
Our first semester of 4th and 6th grade girls’ Enrichment
classes have ended on a high note, b”H! Our girls
participated in an innovative program this year, dubbed
“P3: Passion Project Period.” This is an educational
program borrowed from the corporate world, where 20%
of students’ class time is devoted to working on an
independent project of their own choosing, based on
student interests. Students are required to research their
topic independently, and present their process and their
findings to a “public” audience. Every Friday for 45
minutes, these students worked on coming up with a
Driving Question, researching the information needed,
figuring out what steps they needed to take to create a
product or a project, and how they would present it.
Along the way, aside from the technical learning that
took place, the girls gained many life skills such as
collaborating, sustained inquiry, research, revision,
perseverance, self-motivation and time-management
skills, plus presentation skills! We had our presentation
day this past Wednesday, where our girls presented
products and projects ranging from a “Toothat
Yourselfer” (a toothbrush that has a month’s worth of
toothpaste pre-loaded and dispenses the exact right
amount of toothpaste each time you brush) to
“#HappyMindsHappyKids” – a project where our students
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are trying to
convince the
Ohio Department
of
Education to
distribute
more funds to all schools so they can have Enrichment
programs like ours! The presentations were outstanding,
as our girls presented themselves very comfortably and
maturely on stage, many with slide show presentations of
their own creation.
While the girls’ overall reaction to this program was that
it was a lot of work, they also unequivocally responded
that it was extremely rewarding! We are very proud of all
their efforts and achievements!!
Thank you to Mrs. Ahuva Schabes for coordinating this
wonderful learning experience for our girls
Girls Recycling Project
Mrs. Hellman's class concluded a unit debating plastic vs.
paper or fabric bags with a debate and then a girls'
division plastic bag recycling contest. There were many
original and creative entries.. Winners for Grades 1-3
were Daniella Kessler and Mindy Reichman for a usable
backpack. Runners up were Yael Malka for a plastic skirt,
Nava Landsman for a jewelry set, and Minna Halpern for
a bracelet with a pompom. Winners for Grades 5-6 were
Soroh Berkowitz and Avigail Lichtenstein for a fashionable
headband. Runners up for the upper grades were Shira
Goldstein and Rochel Shira Lebovics for a usable jump
rope. All the entries helped solve our problem of too
many plastic bags floating around.
All solutions
are welcome and appreciated.
.
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Everyone returned to school on Wednesday rejuvenated and happy to be back with moros and friends. The children
were so excited to share their midwinter break experiences and adventures with everyone and some of the classes
even made a What I Did During Vacation book with the children acting as both authors and illustrators.
It’s hard to believe but within a few short weeks the much anticipated yom tov of Purim will be here. The moros have
already begun telling the children the story of King Achashveirosh, Haman, Mordechai HaYehudi, and Esther HaMalka
using puppets, felt board, and even life size figures. Everyone sits spellbound as the moros describe how mean Haman
and Achashveirosh were and what a tzadik Mordechai was, and how brave Esther was. The children will be making
their own ra’ashan, a graggar, and a container for mishloach manos.
In the parsha this week there are many important mitzvos that the children learned and that are part of their lives.
They learned that we are not supposed to eat milchig and fleishig together and some of the classes played sorting
games to categorize different foods into a milchig and a fleishig group. They also learned how vital it is to always tell
the emes, the truth, and to keep far away from a lie. The children made a mouth with a “zipper” to help them
remember this mitzvah, “midvar sheker tirchak.”
Last week, in the preschool division, Mrs. Gardin taught children about fire safety.
Children learned about hot vs. cold objects and the importance of staying away from
objects that are hot. Children also learned how to respond in case of an emergency.
Children learned that we never call 911 to chat but
only if there is a serious emergency. In the pictures
below, Leah, Chaim and Moshe practice coloring in
the numbers 9 and 1 and using a play phone to
practice calling 911.
Registration for the coming year has been mailed.
If you haven’t as yet received one, please call the
preschool office, 321-5838, ext. 175, and leave your
name, address, and your request for a registration packet. If you have received the
packet, please complete ALL OF THE FORMS and return them to the financial office in the Oakwood Campus.

Sometimes families move or change phone numbers. When information changes, please email info@hac1.org so that
we can have the accurate contact information in our records. This applies to emergency contact information, as well.
Thank you for helping us keep everything up-to-date so that we may reach parents in a timely manner when urgent
situations arise.
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Rabbi Daniel Morris
Rebbe, 4th Grade Boys
This is your first year in the Hebrew
Academy. Where did you move from and
what schools have you previously taught
in?
We recently moved from St Louis, where I
taught for 23 years at the Epstein Hebrew
Academy. I also worked as a Rebbe at Camp
Dora Golding for many years.

Your guitar is frequently heard in the halls
of the Yeshiva Ketana. How do you use
music in the classroom?
Before school, I asked Rabbi Weimer for
advice. One thing he told me was that during
Elul he would teach the children dveykusdik
niggunim as an inspiration for the Yamim
Noraim. That was how I started the year, and
I found that the children love to sing! We
have also learned many beautiful niggunim
from the siddur; we study the words and
then sing these uplifting songs.

Which limud do you stress the most in
fourth grade? What lessons do you hope
your talmidim remember after fourth
grade is over?
The subject matter stressed in 4th grade is
Mishna and Chumash, and I certainly want
the children to master these subjects
thoroughly. A critical element of mastering
Torah is enjoying and loving learning, which
is something I aspire to create in class; I hope
this will stay with them forever. I was zocheh
to have amazing Rabbeim, and I try as much
as possible to give over the special pshetlach
and life wisdom I learned from them.

School pictures are next week. Order forms will be accepted on picture
day but the company prefers that parents order online at Mylifetouch.com
using the unique Picture Day IDs noted on each school's flyers. Parents can
order online up to 48 hours after picture day and it will still be considered a
prepaid order and their portrait orders will arrive with all the others. Credit
card payments can be made online. Payment on picture day should be cash
or check and our photographers cannot provide change. If parents wish to
write one check for multiple children, they still need to fill out an order for
each child and write on the envelope "See (other student's name) envelope
for payment" so that when the envelopes are opened in the accounting
department, the payments/orders can be reconciled.
After completing the online order, parents will be advised to send in the
paper order form. Please disregard this as the photographer has advised us
that this is not necessary.



Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Zev Baum on the birth of a son



Mrs. Chaya Gitty Kohn on the upcoming marriage of Pinny to Estie
Schondorf



Mr. & Mrs. Fred Lax and Rabbi & Mrs. Eliezer Cohen on the engagement
of Avi to Chaya Sora



Rabbi & Mrs. Binyomin Lichtenstein on the birth of a granddaughter to
Rabbi & Mrs. Shmarya Strimber



Rabbi & Mrs. Yaakov Schwartz on the birth of a son.
Mazal tov to Rabbi and Mrs. Hillel Drazin

What are your impressions of the
Cleveland community?
The Cleveland Community is a community
where Torah and chessed flourish. It is a zchus
to be able to learn in a Kollel Mechanchim in
the afternoon! I so appreciate the positivity
and support I have received from the other
Rabbeim at the Academy. My wife went to
Yavne Seminary many years ago, and she is
treasuring the opportunity to reconnect with
inspirational teachers and mentors. I am
especially grateful to have Rabbi Drazin as my
co-teacher. We were chavrusos at Mercaz
Hatorah 25 years ago!
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NEW!

$3.00 per card
20 cards for $50.00

benefiting
Yosef Feigenbaum Scholarship Fund

What a convenience!
For an additional $1.00 per card,
submit your list of family and friends
and we will address and mail your Purim
cards for you!
Purim is on March 1st, be at your best
Call or EMAIL now and let us do the rest!
For more information:
call 216-321-5838 ext. 124
or 216-382-3300 ext. 372
To order by email: kellere@hac1.org

ORDER FORM

Send to: HAC-Main Office 1860 S. Taylor Rd. Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
or HAC-Oakwood 1516 Warrensville Center Rd. Cleveland, OH 44121
Name

Amount of cards ____ (20/$50.00) $_____

Address
City, State, Zip
Email Address ________________________

Amount of cards ____ (@$3.00) $_______
Mailing (optional) ________ (@1.00) $______
Total $__________

-

-

-

Credit Card Account Number: Visa, MC & Discover

/
CVV Required

Exp. Date Required: Month/Year

_______________________
Signature

Phone number

How would you like your cards signed?

בס''ד

Operation
Purim 2018
Adopt Israeli soldiers for
Purim. Send them your
thanks through a
mishloach manos basket
along with a personal
note thanking them for
their service.

$15 for an individual package and
$450 for a unit (30 soldiers)
All donations are accepted!!
Please make checks payable to HAC with “IDF”
in the memo
For more information please contact Mrs. Noa
Baskin at 440-785-1969
DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 20TH
A project of the HAC PTA
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FEBRUARY 9, 2018
PARSHAS MISHPATIM
8:30-10 P.M.

7TH: AVIGAYIL STELZER 3658 SHANNON
8TH: RUCHIE RAPPAPORT 3698 SHANNON
9TH/10TH: SHANA WEISS 3689 BENDEMEER
11TH/12TH: DEVORAH SCHIFF 3607 SEVERN
WALKING GROUPS WILL BE ARRANGED FOR THE WAY HOME
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EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL
All tickets paid by
February 19 will
be entered into a
raffle to win a
$500 Heinens
gift card!

e
th Anniv
5
7
e
h
T
t
a
inner
Tribute D

Sponsored in part by the Millman family
Hwwb ivfv rat vjna wr ,c vbhr krgp bwwgk
Ticket Prices
45 - $1,000
4 - $150
20 - $500
3 - $120
12 - $360
1 - $50
5 - $180

To purchase tickets or for
more information, please call
(216) 382-3300 ext. 364.
Tickets can also be purchased
at www.hac1.org

Keep the flame of Torah burning in the hearts of 1,150 children. Support our school!

