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Introduction by Mr. Elkin and Information by Ms. Martens, Mr.
Burris, Ms. Hartwig, Mrs. Laffoon, and Mr. McSweeney

Carlisle Middle School’s English Language (ELA) programming—
also referred to as Literacy—is staffed by a total of five teachers among two courses: Literacy and Creative English. CMS’s
ELA Department uses the award-winning SpringBoard curriculum for grades 6-12; adopted by CCSD in 2014, Springboard
uses clear learning targets for each set of activities that lead to
the embedded assessment.
In Ms. Martens’ sixth grade
Literacy and Advanced Literacy classes, students are
currently writing a personal narrative to wrap up
Unit One. Throughout the
unit, sixth graders read
and analyzed narratives
from authors such as Francisco Jimenez, Wendelin
Van Draanen, Gary Soto,
and Dan Greenburg. Students have learned about
narrative elements such as
sensory language, figurative language, vivid verbs, engaging
leads, and the incident-response-reflection framework. Students have been diligently crafting their narratives to then
take it through the writing process. Editing and revising will
take place as students then turn their focus to the next unit,
which is the short story writing piece. The picture above depicts an advanced literacy student working on the prewriting
of her narrative through a memory map.
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The theme for the 7th grade SpringBoard book centers on “choice”. Students have begun this year in Mr.
Burris’ Literacy class by writing a personal narrative about
a choice they made. It will have an incident (what happened?), a response (the narrator’s feelings and actions associated with the incident), and a reflection (the lessons the
narrator learned from this experience). Students first read
poems written by Robert Frost and Nikki Giovanni and then
analyzed the speakers’ feelings about making decisions.
After studying several narratives by authors such as Marta
Salinas, Walter Dean Myers, and Imma Achilike, students
will gain an understanding of the content, structure, and
language of a narrative. Students will then draft their own
narratives and learn how to revise and reflect upon their
work. In addition, students use the writing process and
writing groups to generate ideas for revision. The pictures
to the right and below depict students working in collaborative groups to revise their writing.
Ms. Hartwig’s 8th grade Literacy classes are currently
writing a creative story following the Hero’s Journey Archetype. The picture to the left is students working on their
Hero’s Journey narrative as well as a student’s illustration of
her hero for her narrative. Student narratives must include a
creative, original hero who experiences challenges, tests, and
trials on this quest to achieve the ultimate boon, the hero’s
reward. To prepare for writing, students analyzed parts of the
film, Big Hero 6, identified character development of Odysseus from an excerpt of the Odyssey, and diffused quotes relating to challenges by famous historical heroes. As 8th grade
Literacy students wrap up this unit, students will begin the
peer revision process and have an opportunity to share their
creative stories. Below is a descriptive excerpt from Chase
Stephen’s narrative:

“The school was big and luxurious. It had five floors, for the sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders. It was made from polished granite and smooth red bricks that were very slick to the
touch. The big steps up to the front door were pure marble, with patterns etched into the framework of the looming columns that reached up to the top of the school. If Louis hadn’t known any
better, he might have mistaken it for a mansion.”
Seventh grade Creative English’s current unit is poetry. Mrs. Laffoon’s classes are reading
and analyzing poetry by authors like Langston Hughes, Rudyard Kipling, Shel Silverstein, and
many more. Students are learning how to identify figurative language in the poems and interpret what the author means. Students are also writing their own poetry using similes, imagery,
and metaphors.
Mr. McSweeney’s sixth and eighth grade Creative
English classes consist of six units lasting six weeks each.
Each unit will focus on reading and writing skills almost
equally. For reading, novels will be the source texts. For
two units, the students will read novels as a class. In two
other units, students will have partners and select a novel
to study. For the final two units in each semester, students
will pick and read a novel individually. Activities and
evaluations will accompany these novels. For writing, students will be writing narratives in the first semester and
non-fiction in the second. They will be evaluated on their
writing skills and encouraged to rewrite their products multiple times. Each unit’s weekly routine consists of participating in reading and writing every day.
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Carlisle Schools Want You in Blue
on Monday, October 2nd!
Monday, October 2nd is Worldwide
Bullying and Harassment Prevention Day
and Carlisle wants our students, families,
and community members to join the rest
of the world and wear a blue shirt on this
day to show our united support to Stomp
Out Bullying. Bullying has been around
forever, but it doesn’t have to keep staying around forever.
The problem is that the solutions are not
simple and do not fall on one person or one committee. The solutions
need to come from everyone. It will take teachers, parents, community
members, state leaders, and of course, the students themselves, to be
proactive and work to stop bullying in our schools, our streets, our
homes, and our communities. October is National Bullying Prevention
Month and October 2nd can be a day to show that we are all united to
help stop a problem that is causing our young people to be sad, depressed, angry, injured or possibly even worse outcomes. So please
show your support and join the effort, the effort to Stomp Out Bullying….Wear BLUE on Monday, October 2nd!
(Please visit www.stompoutbullying.org for more information about
this day and information about bullying and harassment and what you
can do to help our young people)
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2017 Homecoming Parade

4

Heartland AEA 11
Hearing Conservation/Education Services
Screening Program
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian:
Heartland AEA 11 will conduct its annual Hearing Conservation program
during the upcoming school year. Students in kindergarten, first, second,
third, fourth, and fifth grades will receive a hearing screening. Students
who do not pass this screening will receive a repeat screening and may receive individual hearing tests by the audiologist and consultation with
school personnel.
Parents will be notified about the results of the hearing test if their child
does not pass the test. This is a screening process only, and does not identify all hearing or ear problems. If your child has had hearing or ear problems recently, feel free to send this information to the school nurse for
the audiologist.
If you do not want your child to participate in the screening program and
follow-up assessments by the school audiologist, please notify the school.
If there are any questions about the hearing testing program in your
school, please contact your school nurse or principal.

The Carlisle Community School District is accepting applications for the
following positions to begin immediately:


Para-Educator



Bus Driver

Apply online at www.carlislecsd.org / EEO/AA Employer
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ANNUAL PINK OUT—OCTOBER 3
Carlisle Activities will be holding our annual Pink
Out event on Tuesday, October 3 at our home
volleyball game against Ballard. Freshmen/JV
matches begin at 5:30 p.m. followed by Varsity at
7:30 p.m. The volleyball team is honored to be
playing this game in conjunction with Breast Cancer Awareness month. Please make plans now to
join the team in their efforts to raise awareness
and funds to battle breast cancer!
Last year, Carlisle was able to make a $2000 contribution to the Iowa
Chapter of Susan G. Komen as a result of the school and community coming together and doing our part. We would like to surpass that amount
this Fall! Please consider donating to the cause.
Thanks in advance for supporting this annual effort. We look forward to
seeing you on October 3. Together we can make a difference and raise
awareness-not only for our young women, but for the entire community!

All-Iowa Dance Team!

Congrats to our Carlisle Dance Team members on making the All-Iowa
Dance Team! They'll perform at halftime of Girls State Basketball Championship! Watch for Alysa King, Natalie Shipley and Cameron Mesecher!!
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Picture Day
will be
Tuesday, October 3
Picture envelopes were sent home with
students this week.

Elementary PTO
The next PTO meeting will be Thursday, October 5th. We moved this meeting up a week due
to Parent Teacher Conferences on October 12.
The Fall fundraiser has started and you should have received your
child's classroom theme. Please let us know if you have any questions
or need ideas for items to add to the baskets.
This year we are going to offer pre-paid raffle tickets for the basket
auction. If you are interested in purchasing raffle tickets ahead of time
please use the envelope attached to the flyer announcing your child's
classroom theme. Please make sure to put your name on the outside of the envelope when you send it back to school with your
child. We will accept cash or check (checks can be made out to Carlisle
PTO).
The raffle tickets will be sent home with the children in October.
This is our only fall fundraiser and the funds help pay for supplies, activities, and other necessary items for our teachers and children.
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After Prom Krispy Kreme Fundraiser

Help support After Prom Fundraising by indulging in some Krispy Kreme
Doughnuts! Place your order by Monday, October 9, then pick up your
doughnuts on Thursday, October 12 at the Carlisle High School commons
from 4:00 p.m—7:00 p.m. during Parent-Teacher Conferences. Make
checks payable to Carlisle After Prom.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeUJrkgGVgjzpZH6qY0glJgV0kQ1iKoK9k3eqdRYn-HgAtHZw/
viewform
Complete the Google form through google docs, print and return to any
school office, or send orders directly to Lori Landgren at
Lori.landgren@gmail.com any questions contact Lori at 515-991-7880
PLEASE PLACE ORDER BY MONDAY, OCTOBER 9 at 5:00 p.m.
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Carlisle Schools Food Pantry
Just a reminder the Carlisle Schools Food Pantry is
open to the public on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of
the month from 4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. at the West
entrance of the High School building in Room 106.
(The doors between the Elementary and High
School). Please do not arrive before 3:40 p.m. to
allow our students and buses to safely exit the facility.

This new location allows us to have more food on hand during our open
times to serve more families. Students who attend Carlisle Schools have
access to the food pantry every day that school is in session. If a student
or family is in need they should see their school counselor in the building
for assistance. Hartford Upper Elementary and Carlisle Middle School also
have a mini pantry to help students and families at any time.
If you are unable to make it to the Food Pantry during the open times, you
can contact the High School Office to set up an appointment (515-9895389).
The pantry will be open the following dates this Fall:
Thursday, October 5
Thursday, October 19
Thursday, November 2
Thursday, November 16
Thursday, December 7
Thursday, December 21
The Carlisle Schools Food Pantry is able to accept donations. The most
needed items are personal care products including: toilet paper, paper
towels, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, razors, etc.
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LUNCH MENU
DAY
Monday,
October 2

Tuesday,
October 3

Wednesday,
October 4

Thursday,
October 5

Friday,
October 6

BREAKFAST

Cereal

Pancake &
Sausage on a
Stick

Breakfast Pizza

Egg & Sausage

Donut

LUNCH
All Grades
Popcorn Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Steamed Carrots
Banana / Mandarin Oranges
6-12
Dinner Roll
Hot Dog
French Fries
Corn
Strawberries / Peaches
K-5
Cheese Pizza
Cheese /Taco Pizza 6-12
Romaine Lettuce
Steamed Broccoli
Mixed Fruit / Pears
K-5
Breaded Chicken Patty Sandwich
6-12
Chicken Fajita
Potato Wedges
All Grade
Baked Beans
Edamame Blend Vegetables
Apricot / Applesauce
K-5
Mini Pancakes
6-12
Crispito
All Grades
Hashbrowns
Yogurt
Pineapple / Juice
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ALA CARTE

Crispito

Breadstick

Burrito

Garlic
Cheese
Bread

Pizza

For community happenings, please click the
Community News link below on the bottom of Page 1.
Community News Page
Y-Camp Fundraiser Hog Roast—October 7
CYA Basketball Registration—October 1-31
Firkins Fundraiser—September 30
APEX Open House Night—September 17
APEX Kids Nights
Janet Ray’s Fall Exercise Classes
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