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The Upper Campus construction project is ahead of schedule. This
week, crews finished the steel for the main building. Next week,
they’ll start work on the roof and will continue framing.

Letter Writing
Campaign

You may have noticed the stacks of steel to the left of the building,
near the road. That’s all for the new gym/fine arts building. It arrived
earlier than expected, so will be in staging for a while until the
construction crews are ready to start working on that phase of the
project.

This year’s letter writing
campaign, By the
Student, For the Student,
is now underway and will
run through Feb. 9. The
purpose of this campaign
is threefold. First, it is
curriculum-based.
Students are taught the
proper format for writing a
business letter and
addressing an envelope
(and will receive a grade
for their efforts). Second,
students are learning how
to ask for support for a
cause (our school). Third,
the campaign will make
others more aware of our
exceptional school and
the great resource we are
to this community.

We still plan to move our Lower Campus students to their new home
at Upper Campus over Fall Break, which is the first week of October.
Lottery Reminder
Remind your friends, coworkers and family members! The UA
enrollment lottery is open for just a few more weeks. All applications
must be turned in through the online system by 10 a.m. on Friday,
Feb. 16.

Letters will be coming in
the mail soon! Please
remember- every cent
counts, and will go
directly to Union
Academy’s current
expansion project. Thank
you for your support!

Employee of the
Month: Bryce Braswell

Live or work on a
busy street?

Did you know UA has a
fitness room and a trainer on
staff? From yoga to walking,
we're getting healthy.
Congrats to the UA staff
Employee of the Month,
Bryce Braswell!

Help us share info about the UA
lottery with a yard sign! Email
tcovington@unionacademy.org to
display one of our signs in your
yard. Thanks!

All-School News
How to Subscribe to a Teacher’s Webpage
Please visit this link to learn how to subscribe to a teacher’s page on our website!

Open Accounting Position in UA
Business Office!

K-12 Daddy-Daughter Dance
Our annual Daddy-Daughter Dance will be at
7 p.m. Saturday, Mar. 3!

Interested in working at Union Academy? Our
business office is currently looking for a finance
assistant!

Please print and fill out this order form, and
return it to school with the entry fees no later
than Mar. 2.

For more information about the position, please
read the job description here. You can begin the
application process online
by clicking here!

This is a K-12 event, so we encourage ALL
UA students (girls K-12) to join the fun!

Headmaster’s Basketball Tournament
Sign-Ups Available!
It’s time to get excited for our second-annual
Headmaster’s Basketball Tournament! Sign-ups
for this fun three-on-three tournament started
Monday, so make sure you’re in the process of
getting your team together!
Team Requirements:


Teams must consist of at least one current
Union Academy student and one Union
Academy parent. We encourage siblings,
alumni, and friends to join in on the fun, too!



There will be a $15 entry fee per team.



Teams must be submitted by Mar. 16 to
participate.

Please visit UA’s Facebook page or the UA
website to sign up!

Award-Winning Communications Team
Congratulations to the Union Academy communications department for winning seven Blue
Ribbon Awards for Communications Excellence from the North Carolina School Public Relations
Association. The team received its awards at a luncheon in Greensboro on Jan. 26. Thirty-eight
school districts were recognized for their outstanding work; the seven awards UA received are a
record number for a single school:
Gold Awards:
Digital Media – 20th Day of School
Special Events/Programs – UA Graduation/Class of
2017
Special Events/Programs – UA Eclipse
Excellence in Writing – UA Students “Go Green” with
Experiential Learning
Photography – UA Graduation/Class of 2017
Silver Award:
Publications – News from the Nest
Bronze Award:
Excellence in Writing – UA Family Reunion: Year of the
Eclipse

Annual Search for Board Directors:
The UA Board of Directors Nominations Committee is performing our annual search for
new directors.
This is an important leadership role for our school community. We are searching for candidates
who might have experience with operating a business, finance, legal, project management and, of
course, education!
Are you interested? Is there someone you would recommend to help lead our school for the next
several years? Want additional information? Please send us your contact information via email to
nominations@uamail.unionacademy.org. The deadline for application submission is 9 p.m.
Sunday, March 4, 2018.

Spelling Bee Champ
UA eighth-grader Chinmay Singh is taking his Cardinal spirit and skills to the regional spelling bee.
This week, he
won the district
spelling bee,
coming on top
over 18
contestants from
other charter
schools across
the area.
Next, he’ll
participate in the
regional spelling
bee, where he will
compete against
26 other
contestants.

Forget to Order a Yearbook? It’s Not Too Late!
Yearbooks are still on sale! The last day to buy a personalized yearbook is Friday, Feb. 23. Go to the
Jostens website to order a yearbook today. Contact Ms. Miles with any questions at
mmiles@unionacademy.org.

UA Foundation
Sixth-Annual Pig on the Half Shell
Oyster Roast
Join us for a shuckin’ good time at our Sixthannual Pig on the Half Shell Oyster Roast!
The event will be held at Aw Shucks Farm in
Monroe at 6 p.m. Saturday, Mar. 10. Tickets
include all you can eat oysters, low country
boil and BBQ, entertainment, and more!
Please visit the Union Academy Foundation
website to purchase your tickets.

Throwback
Thursdays are Here!
Don’t forget to pull out
your vintage UA
Foundation T-shirt each
Thursday in February.
Throwback Thursdays are
Feb. 8 and 15.
Students and staff can
dress down IF they wear
the 2015-16 gray and red
Foundation shirt.
Thanks to everyone who
participated this week!

Volunteers
Student Volunteer Spotlight:
Grace Brislin

Volunteer Spotlight: Ila VanMilligan
and Martha Blake
Our UC media center has come such a long
way since we first moved to this campus. We
want to thank all our volunteers who help us
keep the media center a fun, safe and effective
environment for learning. It would not operate
as smoothly or efficiently without all your help.
We want to give a special shout out to family
volunteers Ila VanMilligan and Martha Blake
who recently decorated our bulletin boards with
beautiful Winter Olympics and music designs.

Grace Brislin got creative to help
underprivileged children in our area for her
community service hours. Brislin’s mother
owns a small business called Brilliant Sky
Toys and Books, so Brislin thought it would be
a great idea for Brilliant Sky to partner with
Toys for Tots, an organization that distributes
toys to children whose parents cannot afford
to buy gifts for Christmas. Brislin and her
mother orchestrated the partnership, where
customers could buy toys at a discounted
price from Brilliant Sky, and those toys were
donated to Toys for Tots.
Grace said she was in charge of all
advertising and communication for this
partnership. What an awesome and
innovative way to get involved with the
community. We are proud of you, Grace!

Looking for Opportunities?
If you are still looking for ways to complete your
60 volunteer hours for the year, don’t stress! We
have quite a few opportunities available. Please
click on the links below to sign up!


Afternoon Stair and Hall Maintenance



Morning Custodial Help with Ms. Lottie



Sadie Hawkins Dance



Fifth-Grade Prize Box Donations



Home Basketball Games Against CATA

Mid-Year Standings
A huge thank you to all the families who have
completed or are close to completing their 60
hours of volunteer time. Just in January,
families submitted 7,705 hours – that works
out to 321 days of service!
So far this year, families have submitted
37,684 volunteer hours.
We have 278 families who have reached their
60 hours. Here’s the challenge – while 278
families may sound like a lot, that’s fewer than
25 percent of the UA families who need to
reach their goal.

Got 60? These Volunteers Do!
A huge thank-you and congratulations to these
volunteers who already completed their 60 hours
of service for the year!


Todd and Carolyn Buyck



Michelle Eddy



Tonia Ballard



Stacy Williams



Bobby and Pam Underwood



Susanne Ungerer



Lora Sadler



Bryan and Kendra Costello



Thomas and Carrie Spencer



Robert Moss



Rebekah Grube



Angela Acoveno



Tom and Lori Ross

We appreciate each hour you dedicate to our
students and staff, whether you’re sweeping
floors, working the door at an athletic event,
donating needed supplies or working in the
cafeteria. But in order for our school to be the
best it can be, we need all our families
contributing at least those 60 hours each
year.

Reminder: How to Enter Family
Volunteer Hours
Parents and families, please make sure you
document ALL of your (much appreciated)
school volunteer efforts on THIS YEAR’S
Volunteer Hours Reporting Form.
Just remember, if the hours aren’t recorded
on the form listed above, we won’t know
about it!

News from Pre-K
Enrollment Now Open!
Enrollment for our private pre-K program is now open! Please visit this link to fill out the application
and get more information about the program!

Open House This Saturday
Union Academy Private PreKindergarten will have an open house from 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. this
Saturday, Feb. 3 at Lower Campus (3828 Old Charlotte Highway, Monroe).
Come out to learn all about our award-winning pre-K program that incorporates classroom lessons
with hands-on learning, with a focus on the state prekindergarten standards and kindergarten
readiness. If you have any questions, please contact UA Pre-K director Janet Turner at
jturner@unionacademy.org.

Elementary School
Elementary School Employee of
the Month: Cara Schaefer

2017-18 Lower Campus
Enrichment Courses
The Union Academy After-School Enrichment
Program is a set of special courses offered by
Union Academy to enrich our students’ education
by providing high quality and affordable learning
opportunities beyond the regular curriculum.
You can click here for more information about the
program and to fill out the registration form if you
are interested in signing your child up. Please send
the form and course fees to your child’s teacher by
Friday, Feb. 9. All classes have limited space and
are on a first-come, first-served basis.

Literacy Night Lifts Spirits
Thanks for your dedication and creativity!
Congrats to the Elementary Employee of
the Month, second-grade teacher Cara
Schaefer!

Thank you to everyone who came to Literacy Night
last week. More than 330 people attended this
special event. Families came in their pajamas to
listen to stories, work on crafts, eat cookies and drink
hot chocolate – all fun activities that focused on the
importance of literacy and reading.

Warm Wishes
Second-grade students practiced their
tying skills this week when they knotted
warm, colorful fleece and made blankets
to send to the Ronald McDonald House.
Thanks to their hard work, and support
from their teachers, teacher assistants
and parents, they had an incredible 91
blankets to donate.

Mystery Readers
First-graders in Mrs. Warber and Mrs. Kohnle’s class
got a special surprise when Mrs. Houchins and Red
Rocket visited as the Mystery Readers.
They shared the story of Red Rocket – and Mrs.
Houchins even wore her Throwback Thursday
Foundation shirt.

Live or work on a busy street?
Help us share info about the UA
lottery with a yard sign! Email
tcovington@unionacademy.org to
display one of our signs in your
yard. Thanks!

Character Assembly-Optimism

Preparing for Planting

Congratulations to our outstanding Lower Campus
students who were recognized at their Character
Assembly last month for strongly exemplifying
responsibility!

It's time to get your gardens ready for
spring planting! We caught Mrs.
Hudson's first-grade class cleaning out
the beds at Lower Campus today. Love
when our students take their learning
outside!

Stay on top of all the events
at UA! Click here to check the
calendar on the UA website.

Intermediate School
Intermediate
School Employee
of the Month:
Madison Bergen

Frosted Forest
Fifth-grade STEM students were
inspired by the snow last week and
made their own "frosted forests."
Their challenge was to build the
iciest tree that could stand on its
own. The perimeter of the icicles
were measured to the nearest 1/4
in. and then added together. The
team with the highest total won!

Congrats to
Intermediate School art
teacher Madison
Bergen, Intermediate
Employee of the Month!

What’s in the Box?

High-Energy Class

Fifth-grade students used a fun and educational technique
to study math vocabulary words. During their experiential
learning class, they divided into groups, each taking a
“Box of Math Words.”

Fourth-graders in Mrs. Hargett’s
class took to the Internet to do a little
research. The class is studying
energy, so the students researched,
discovered, described and illustrated
different forms of energy. After
logging their information, they
presented it to the class in small
groups.

The boxes are filled with cards, each listing a math term.
Students took turns pulling out a card and describing the
math term without using the actual word. For example, “It’s
the part of a fraction that’s on the top, above the line.” The
answer? Numerator.
In the second round, students can only use three words to
describe what's on the card, and in the third round, they’re
limited to just one word. It’s a great way to think about
math concepts while having a great time.

STEM Bobsleds

Welcome to Zakland

Students partnered
up and were asked
to design and create
a mini bobsled out
of recycled
materials. A project
budget and time
limits helped add to
the challenge and
anticipation of the
final product. For
the final race,
students tested a
variety of options for
track surfaces
before choosing the
best option for their
bobsleds.

UA had Zak from the Union County
Community Arts Council’s “Welcome
to Zakland” visit intermediate
students last week. Zak showed
them how he’s able to take stories
and turn them into fun, educational
songs.

Middle School
Water-Treatment Test
Eighth-grade students collected samples of water from local creeks and ponds. They tested
the samples, studying
the pH, iron levels,
nitrate levels and
alkalinity of the water
sources.
After analyzing the
data, they discovered
that most sources of
water were not safe to
drink without first
treating it – great to
know when you’re
thirsty on your next
walk in the woods!

Middle School Career DayVolunteer Presenters Needed!

ATTENTION Seventh-Grade Parents!

Middle School Employee
of the Month: Stacy Ferguson

Stay on top of all the
events at UA!
Click here to check the calendar
on the UA website.

Yeah! Another art department win! The Middle
School Employee of the Month is Stacy
Ferguson!

Live or work on a busy street?
Help us share info about the UA lottery with a yard sign! Email tcovington@unionacademy.org to display
one of our signs in your yard.
Thanks!

High School
Final Senior Show Case

Important Upcoming Events
Feb. 10: High School Sadie Hawkins Dance,
MPR (8-11 p.m.)
Theme: Starry Night
Feb. 13: High School Crush 4 your Crush
April 28: Junior/Senior Prom, Bottle Factory,
Monroe (8 p.m.- midnight)
May 23-25: Eleventh-grade trip - Charleston, SC
May 23-25: Twelfth-grade trip - Virginia Beach, VA

High School Employee of the Month:
Crystal Trull
A big UA congrats
to the High School
Employee of the
Month, Crystal
Trull!
She's also the
coach of the girls'
basketball team,
undefeated in the
conference!

Students Create Valentine’s Day Arrangements for Staff to Purchase
Mrs. Kirk’s students are testing their business skills by
operating a Valentine’s Day shop where staff members
and their families can purchase small gifts for their
Valentines!
Students are
putting gift
baskets and
flower
arrangements
together and
selling them at
reasonable
prices online and
at school,
allowing staff members to skip out on the crowded
flower and gift shops this holiday season.
They also made small decorative reminders called
“heart hints” for staff to bring home and drop hints to
their loved ones, letting them know about the gift
service UA is providing.
*This service is exclusive to UA staff members. There is no student to staff or staff to student
delivery allowed (unless they are family).

High Schoolers Develop and
Lead Clubs
All high school students are required
to join a club at Union Academy. This
year, our seniors were tasked with
coming up with and leading different
clubs for the younger students. We
think it is a great opportunity for our
students to demonstrate their
leadership skills doing something they
are interested in.

Cap and Gown Pictures
Listen up, 2018 grads! Cap and gown pictures will
be from 8-10 a.m. Mar. 9, 2018. Appointment times
to come!

Find all the information about High
School Athletics on our website.
Just click here.

Buy a Tile!
Seniors! This is your last chance to leave your mark at
Union Academy. Buy a tile for $20! You can access the
form here. All tile designs must be approved by Mrs.
Plyler before purchasing from the business office. A
picture or rough draft is sufficient. Please see Mrs.
Plyler with any questions.

