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School Safety and Health Concerns
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent
School safety is and always will be our top priority. However, school safety nowadays can certainly take on
lots of different looks.
We have completed background checks on every employee; we do background checks on volunteers who
work with kids; we have contraband-sniffing dogs that visit our buildings on a random basis; we have security
cameras throughout most of our buildings; and we talk with and listen to our student body intensely about issues
and concerns that they have. However, this still isn’t enough as we also need to address concerns from the
bacterial world, and, in this case, antibiotic resistant staph bacteria named Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus or what is commonly referred to as MRSA.
Staph bacteria commonly live on the skin and in the nose. Usually, staph bacteria don’t cause any harm.
However, if they get inside the body, they can cause an infection. The following are some ways that you could get
MRSA:
• Touching the infected skin of someone who has MRSA.
• Using personal items of someone who has MRSA, such as towels, wash cloths, clothes or athletic
equipment.
• Touching objects, such as public phones or doorknobs that have MRSA bacteria on the surface and
then touching your nose or an open sore, paper cut, etc.
Fortunately, there are also several things that you and I can do to avoid getting or spreading MRSA:
• Clean your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
• Take a shower or bath often, be sure to use soap to clean your body.
• Do not share towels, wash cloths, razors, or other personal items.
• If you get a cut or scrape on your skin, clean it with soap and water and then cover it with a bandage.
• Change your clothes daily and wash them before wearing again.
Many of you may wonder what we (the school district) are doing to respond to MRSA. Well, we’re doing the
following:
• Providing disinfectant spray that kills MRSA bacteria to all teachers so they can clean desks, phones,
door handles, sink areas, etc.
• Cleaning all locker rooms daily with disinfectant spray that kills MRSA.
• Educating all of our athletes, teams and coaches in regards to precautions that need to be taken, like
the cleaning of wrestling mats with disinfectant daily, etc.
• Providing restrooms with hand sanitizer that kills MRSA bacteria.
• Providing you with as much information as possible so you can help us.
Rest assured that we’ll do everything in our power to continue to maintain a safe and healthy learning environment
for all of our kids and staff. For those of you who would like additional information about MRSA, you can find it on the
internet at the following web address: http://www.edc.gov/ncidod/hip/ARESIST/ca_mrsa_public.htm
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The Board of Education typically meets
the THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at 6 p.m.
and a regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library),
and are open to the public. Any changes
to the meeting schedule may be found
on the Board of Education page at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City. Notices of
special
meetings
and
committee
meetings are publicly posted online and
at the Office of the Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR 102.3
WWBR 100.9
WTCM 103.5
WKJF
92.9
WLXZ
96.7
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more.

This edition of the COYOTE NEWS is provided to you by G. T. Norman Elementary administrators and staff.
We hope you enjoy its contents!
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
NORMAN ELEMENTARY
November 26:
November 29:
.

K-5 Conferences by appointment only – no school all (K-12) students
K-5 conferences, 3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

MATH MATTERS:
Enjoying “Math Center” in
Mrs. Hammond’s 4 th Grade Class

th

Math centers are a great way for the students to learn through a hands -on experience, and the 4 grade students in
Mrs. Marcy Hammond’s class really enjoy “Math Center Wednesday.” They know that they will be using their
th
hands to build and solve Math problems. The 4 grade has created multiple games and stations to incorporate into
each math unit that is taught throughout the school year. It is a great way to spend one-on-one time with each
student and watch them learn.
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“Family Reading Night”
Family Reading Night was a success
for Norman Elementary!
Eighty-eight students and their families
attended a fun filled evening of games,
reading, snacks and music.
Parents
were
asked
to
fill-out
questionnaires before they went home.
Some of the comments were, “We had a
great time!”; “We liked being at school
with our child”; “It should be longer”;
“We liked singing”; “We liked the games
and snacks.”
There are three more Family Nights
scheduled for this year:
December 6 — Family Science/Career Night
February 7 — Family Social Studies Night
April 10 — Family Math Night

Coyote News

Winter 2007-08 Edition
Page 4

Coyote News

Fourth Grade Trip to Ludington
On October 4, the fourth grade classes took a field trip to Ludington. The fourth grade students
are learning all about Michigan and the Great Lakes. The students got to go see Lake Michigan, some of
them for the first time. They were all able to hike two miles back to see the Big Sable Light House and
climb to the top where they walked around the outside of the light house. They learned about how dunes
are formed and what the sand is made of. The students got to learn all about the history of light houses
and how they helped the fisherman and the big ships that carried cargo long ago. The students also got
to see the dam and watch the salmon jumping in the water.
It was a beautiful and exciting day. The kids learned a lot about Michigan’s history and got some
serious exercise while learning.

th

Mrs. Denise Nelson & her 4 Grade Class

Lauren Voelker & Hanna Price

WEE’ve GOT MAIL
Wee Deliver is an elementary postal service that encourages children to read and write. It
improves literacy, introduces the sense of job responsibility, promotes team building, fosters a sense of
community, and raises self-esteem. Students in grades 3 - 5 write letters to other staff and students and
then mail the letters in outgoing mailboxes throughout the school. Each classroom has its own unique
address, including city, state, and zip code.
Ms. Bloom's Third Grade class is responsible for sorting and delivering the letters throughout the
school. Each classroom has a class mailbox in the hallway outside the classroom where the mail is
delivered. Students compose letters using their writing skills and then eagerly wait for the mail to be
delivered and read. Wee Deliver is a fun program for elementary students to use real-life skills that
promote reading and writing.

Coyote New 08-2007

Winter 2007-08 Edition
Page 6

Coyote News

