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   ACADEMY Newsletter 

Itõs our favorite store, and we 

now know some of the reasons. 
 

Wednesday, October 19 the  

Newsletter staff was visited by 

Ms. Torri Guzman, Visual Mer-

chandising  Leader for the Tar-

get at Westfield Topanga.  She 

talked about her education, her 

prior experience, how she got 

the position at Target and what 

her job entails. 
 

In the spring term, the Newslet-

ter conducts a òfavoritesó poll of 

all the students in the Kyds pro-

gram.  For the last two years 

Target has been voted their fa-

vorite store. 
 

Ms. Guzman is a graduate of the 

Fashion Institute of Design and 

Merchandising  (FIDM) in down-

town Los Angeles where she 

studied design.  She empha-

sized the importance of an edu-

cational background for a job 

like hers. 
 

òWithout my college degree I 

wouldnõt have this job,ó she 

said.  òCollege is essential to  

start almost any career.ó 
 

A native of San Diego, Ms. Guz-

man moved to the L.A. area and 

worked at several jobs including 

J. Crew.  A friend told her about 

an opening at Target.  She ap-

plied and got her current job.  

Sheõs been there for about a 

year. 
 

With the help of her staff, Ms. 

Guzman is responsible for all the 

displays in the store.  That al-

lows for a lot of creativity.  òI love 

my job,ó she said.  òSometimes I 

come in early ð around 3 a.m. ñ 

So I can work without   
 

(Continued on page 4)                            

 

Ms. Torri Guzman, Visual Merchandising Leader for the Target 

store at Westfield Topanga, answers questions from Newsletter 

staffers Kelly Vizcaino (center) and Angelina Herrera.  More pic-

tures on page 4. 

Would You Invite Them to Your House? (See page 8) 
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YOUR HOROSCOPE 
By Kaila Canepa 

and Angelina Herrera 

 

ARIES 

(Mar. 21 ð Apr. 19) 

You are cunning, resourceful 

and you have ambition.  Your 

color is green.  Your emblem-

atic animal is a snake. 

 

TAURUS 

(Apr. 20 ð May 20) 

You are very dependable.  You 

like to be on the Internet a lot. 

Your color is teal.  Your em-

blematic animal is a bull. 

 

GEMINI 

(May 21 ð June 20) 

You are kind and loving.  You 

like to work hard.   Your color 

is orange.  Your emblematic 

animal is a lion. 

 

CANCER 

(June 21 ð July 22) 

You have wit.  You love to 

learn, and you have wisdom.  

Your color is blue.  Your em- 

 

blematic animal is an eagle. 

 

LEO 

(July 23 ð Aug. 22) 

You are loyal and helpful.  You 

like to play a lot of sports.  Your 

color is purple.  Your emblem-

atic animal is a dolphin. 

 

VIRGO 

(Aug. 23 ð Sept. 22 )  

You are trustworthy.  You like to 

draw.  Your color is yellow.  

Your emblematic animal is a 

tiger. 

 

LIBRA 

(Sept. 23 ð Oct. 22) 

You value hard work, dedica-

tion, patience, loyalty and fair 

play.  Your color is red.  Your 

emblematic animal is a badger. 

 

SCORPIO 

(Oct. 23 ð Nov. 21) 

You are creative.  You like to 

play instruments.  Your color is 

burgundy.  Your emblematic  

 

 

animal is a wildebeest. 

 

SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 22 ð Dec. 21) 

You are brave, and you like to 

watch TV.  Your color is silver.  

Your emblematic animal is a 

goat. 

 

CAPRICORN 

(Dec. 22 ð Jan. 19) 

You have courage, chivalry 

and determination.  Your 

color is baby blue.  Your em-

blematic animal is a lion. 

 

AQUARIUS 

(Jan. 20 ð Feb. 18) 

You are smart, and you like to 

explore.  Your color is char-

treuse.  Your emblematic 

animal is a ram. 

  

PISCES 

(Feb. 19 ð Mar. 20) 

You are passionate, and you 

like to laugh.  Your color is 

violet.  Your emblematic ani-

mal is a panther. 

NEWSLETTER STAFFER SURVIVES SURGERY 
By Miyah Hall 

 

Near the end of the spring 

term my Newsletter instructor 

asked everyone in the class 

what they were going to do 

over the summer vacation.  

Some of the kids said they 

would travel to visit relatives.  

Others would stay home and 

spend time with their friends. 

 

When it was my turn, I said, 

òIõm going to have surgery.ó 

The whole class stopped and 

looked at me.  Someone 

asked what kind of surgery it 

was.  òTheyõre going to drill a 

hole in my skull,ó I said.  The 

room fell silent. 

 

It sounds awful, but doctors 

who examined me said it was  

necessary to prevent brain sei-

zures.  I was only 12 years old, 

but it was the right time to take 

care of it. 

At 4 a.m. on Wednesday, June 

16 when it was still dark, I ar-

rived at the Childrenõs Hospital 

UCLA with my Mom.  The sur-

gery began at 8 a.m.  I canõt 

describe what happened be-

cause I was asleep for the en-

tire procedure. 

 

When I finally woke up, I didnõt 

feel bad at all.  I was in the 

hospital for three days.  The 

doctors and nurses took good 

care of me.  When I was al-

lowed to go home, I had a big 

bandage on my head, and I had 

to keep still for two weeks. 

 

Today Iõm back to my normal 

self.  The doctors have told me 

that I wonõt have to have any 

more surgeries.  Iõm glad itõs 

over. 

Newsletter staffer Miyah Hall. 
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K IDS REVEAL WHATõS MOST IMPORTANT TO THEM 
There are many different things 

that are important to me ð 

family, friends, school, Harry 

Potter.  But the most important 

thing to me is Harry Potter.  It 

may sound really mean, but itõs 

just that I love Harry Potter so 

much. I love how there is al-

ways something you need to 

figure out like a mystery.  I love 

how good the action is in the 

movie.  But in my opinion, the 

book is better than the movie. 

-- Kaila Canepa 

 
Overall the most important 

thing to me is my family.  I real-

ly love them even though they 

get annoying sometimes.  I may 

fight with one of my brothers or 

sisters, but I still love them no 

matter what. 

-- Samantha Salinas 

 

Whatõs most important to me is 

my family and friends.  My fam-

ily is the reason Iõm here.  Iõll 

protect and love my family until 

the day I die.  My friends are 

here for me.  Because of that 

my job is to care for and love 

them.  These people came into 

my life for a reason, and God 

knows the answer.  I hope they 

all live happy lives with or with-

out me.  These are the things 

most important to me. 

-- Dineh Garcia 

 

My family is very important to 

me because, when I was little, 

they got me so many things like 

clothes, shoes and toys.  My 

family still gets me things that I 

donõt ask for.  Most important, 

they care about me, and I care 

for and love them. 

-- Beatrice Vanegas 

 

The most important thing to me 

is my baby brother and sister, 

because they make me smile 

every day.  They are so cute, and 

they are funny too ð mostly my 

sister. 

-- Christian Morales 

 

The most important thing to me 

is my family.  They are always 

there for me and give me what I 

want. 

-- Kelly Vizcaino 

 

The thing that is most important 

to me is my family and getting 

closer to God.  My family is im-

portant because they are the  

closest thing I have, and they 

help me through my struggles.  

Getting closer to God is also 

important because if I donõt, 

then I wonõt go to heaven, and I 

do want to go to heaven. 

-- Angelina Herrera 

 

Whatõs most important to me is 

my family because they take 

care of me and always listen to 

me.  They always help me and 

provide me with things like 

game systems, gift cards, 

phones, TV and my bed. 

-- Tristen Searcy 

 

My family is most important to 

me because I love them forev-

er. 

-- Miyah Hall 

Newsletter  staff members.  Seated, from left, Christian Morales and 

Kelly Vizcaino.  Standing, from left, Angelina Herrera, Samantha 

Salinas, Kaila Canepa, Miyah Hall and Tristen Searcy. 

WENDY CANCHE CARRIES ON KYDS TRADITIONS 
Wendy Canche has been the 

Kyds Assistant Site Manager 

for three years.  This year she 

was promoted to Site Manager.  

How have the kids changed in 

that time? 

òThe sixth graders are getting 

smaller,ó she said. 
 

Wendy came to Woodland Hills 

Academy well-prepared for her 

position.  She earned her B.A. 

degree in psychology from 

C.S.U.N. in 2012 and worked in 

an after-school program at 

Chaminade Middle School in 

Chatsworth.  Like most teachers, 

she feels the reward is the kids 

themselves. 
 

òThey never fail to surprise me,ó 

she said, òmostly in a good way 

but sometimes negatively.ó 
 

As much as she likes the Kyds 

members, they take a back seat 

to her first love  ð   two little 

girls.  She has a ten-month-  

Wendy 

at her 

desk 

with  

Newslet-

ter staff-

ers Sa-

vannah 

Alvarez 

(at left) 

and 

Kelly  

Vizcaino. 

old baby and a four-year-old 

preschooler who raises òcuteó to 

a new level.  Between them all 

she rarely has a spare minute. 

 
Wendy noted that the kids al-

ways bring some trend to school 

each August.  òThis year itõs 

flipping half-full water bottles,ó 

she said.  The worst part of her 

job is discipline.  The best part 

is òlaughing with the kidsó.  We    

wish her many such moments. 


