Principal’s Message.
Aloha Waiāhole ʻOhana,
Happy Holidays!
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped us with our first imu!
I am very appreciative of all the hands that went into this
project. We sold 54 pans and started raising funds to replace
our technology (chromebooks). We hope to make this an
annual tradition!
We held our first academic night in November! Thank you to all
of our families and teachers that attended our “Reading Under
the Stars” literacy night! It was a fun night for reading. Donʻt
forget to join us on February 16 for a math night and April 20 for
a STEM night.
This month, we have our Kris Kringleʻs Den where students can
use their fishbucks to purchase gifts for their families. We are still
looking for donations. You can donate new and gently used
items for students to purchase presents.
Thank you for your support of Waiahole Elementary School!
During the month of December, please be sure to take time
out to enjoy the season with loved ones!
Sincerely,
Ms. Obra

Coach’s Corner:.
When. you. read. it. shouldn’t. sound. like. this.
Sound familiar? We often remind our keiki that readers read ﬂuently, not choppy like a robot. But what does
“ﬂuently” mean? According to Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell, professors and experts in literacy, ﬂuency turns
out to be more than just reading smoothly.
A ﬂuent reader…
Skill

Description

Example

Pauses

Uses punctuation as a guide

Pause at commas; come to a full stop at
periods; voice goes up at question marks

Uses intonation

Emphasizes particular words to
reﬂect meaning

Emphasize a word to stress urgency, such as:
“want” when reading: “I don’t want to!”
screamed Tim.

Changes volume to reﬂect meaning

Bring voice to a whisper when reading a
“quiet part,” such as:
The boy tiptoed past the giant.

Puts words together that represent
meaningful units of language.

When reading, “Wynken, Blynken, and Nod
one night sailed o in a wooden shoe,” group
as follows:
Wynken, and Blynken, and Nod one night/
sailed o in a wooden shoe

Pays attention to
phrasing

*Sometimes phrases are marked by
punctuation (such as commas), but often
they are not.

How do we help our keiki to get here? One way is to demonstrate these as we read aloud at home. On the
Scholastic website it states, “In order to read ﬂuently, students must ﬁrst hear and understand what ﬂuent
reading sounds like. From there, they will be more likely to transfer those experiences into their own reading.
The most powerful way for you to help your [child] is to read aloud to them, often and with great expression.”
Happy Reading!
-Miss Morishige

The book for December is “Mr. Lincolnʻs Way” by Patricia Polacco. The 5R
highlighted by this books is Respect. Mr. Lincoln is the principal of an
elementary school. One day, Mr. Lincoln saw a student admiring a cardinal
in a tree. He then invites Eugene into his office and gives him a book about
different types of birds. Eugene tells Mr. Lincoln that his grandpa taught him
a lot about birds when he lived on his grampa’s farm. Mr. Lincoln decides to
create a bird atrium at the school to help the student change his behavior.
The atrium attracts all different kinds of birds, and Eugene is fascinated by
all of them. Eugene took the bird book with him everywhere and began to
be nicer to the other students. This book shows students that we are all
different and that we need to respect each others differences.

Reading Under the Stars
Family Literacy Night

Thank you to all the families who came out to our “Reading Under the Stars” night! We had a blast and hope you
had fun reading with your child! Thank you to Bess Press and Read to Me International for helping us to celebrate
the love of reading! Donʻt forget to mark your calendars for our Math “Carnival” Night on February 16 and our
STEM Night on April 20!

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Math Games - We are working on ensuring that our students have a strong number sense! Games
are a great way for students to develop a strong number sense. Students learn more by playing
games! We are looking for donations. Here are some math games that we would love to have for
our students.

● Savy Subitizing Cards - https://buildmathminds.com/product/savvy-subitizing-cards/
● Sum of Which - https://www.sumofwhich.com/store.html
● Blokus - https://goo.gl/fzNhgw
●

Candy Land - https://www.amazon.com/Candy-World-Sweets-Amazon-Exclusive/dp/B00000DMF5

● Sorry - https://www.amazon.com/Hasbro-390095-Sorry-Amazon-Exclusive/dp/B00000IWD0

Counselor’s Message:.
Aloha Families,
We’re nearing the end of second quarter already, which means it’s almost time for the end of
quarter assembly. The assembly will be held on Thursday, December 21, 2017 at 12:30 P.M. in the
cafeteria. We will be recognizing students for best demonstrating the R’s of the months
(October-Responsibility, November-Resourcefulness, and December-Respect), most improved, and
perfect attendance. Letters will be going out a week prior to the assembly if your child was
nominated by his/her teacher.
Holiday season is just around the corner, but so is flu season! The following are some tips to stay
healthy for the holiday season: remind your child to wash his/her hands before eating, drink lots of
water, get enough sleep each night, and cover his/her cough. If your child isn’t feeling well, be
sure to keep him/her home and phone the school before 7:55 A.M. of the absence. I hope you
have a safe and enjoyable holiday season with your loved ones.
-Mr. Kumashiro
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Donations Welcomed for Kris Kringleʻs Den:

We are looking for gently used/new items (i.e., toys, games, tshirts, coffee
mugs, etc.) that students can purchase with their fishbucks. If you have
items, please drop off to the office by December 19, 2017.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Imu Fundraiser Mahalos:

Our imu fundraiser was a success! Big mahalo to all who helped
bring in supplies needed for the imu as well as the individuals who
gave their time to help on drop o day and pick up day.
The money raised will go towards purchasing new computers for our
students.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

‘A‘ohe hana nui ke alu ‘ia
(No task is too big when done together by all)

-Mary Kawena Pukui

