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San Benito Consolidated Independent School District

Making and reinforcing strong connections!

Superintendent’s Golf Tournament

at Tierra Santa Golf Club in Weslaco, Texas

The inaugural SBCISD Superintendent’s Golf
Tournament held at Tierra Santa Golf Club was a
complete success due to the dedicated efforts
and participation of tournament organizers,
volunteers, and sponsors!
A special word of appreciation is extended to
Zeke Reyna, David Martin, and Joey Rios of Tierra
Santa Golf Club for their hospitality.
Sponsors, we THANK YOU for helping us raise
approximately $45,000 for student scholarships!

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through a
positive and safe
learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

GOLD SPONSORS
Flores & Torres, LLP Attorneys at Law
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP
Ortegon Insurance Agency, LLC
Parson’s Rooﬁng
RJ Garza Investments

1st Place: Trinity MEP Engineering
David Martin, Mark Garza & Leo Muñoz

SILVER SPONSORS
BSN Sports
EIS Lighting
Gulf Coast Paper Co. Inc.
Imagine Learning
Marco Arredondo
R. Lozano

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

2nd Place: Gulf Coast Paper Company Inc.
Frankie Guerra, Tommy Guerra & Jorge Guerra

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.
THE CONNECTION TEAM
Editors:
Isabel C. González
Celia Longoria

3rd Place: JR Betancourt
Andrew Gonzalez, J.R. Betancourt & Mike Salinas

Contributing Writers:
Isabel C. González
Celia Longoria
Photographers:
Alondra Cardoza
David Cortez
Isabel C. González
Jose Ramos
SBCISD Personnel
Layout Design:
Alondra Cardoza
Sergio Garcia
Isabel C. González
Dulce Quiroz
SHARE YOUR NEWS
News items for this
publication should be
submitted to the
Communications
Department via electronic
mail to the following:
clongoria@sbcisd.net or
icgonzalez@sbcisd.net.

BRONZE SPONSORS
Believe In Us Primary Home Care
Dell Technology
E3 Entergral Solutions
El Jeffe Loan
Employee Retirement Services
FBMC Beneﬁts Management
First Financial
Frost
Gulf Coast Signs
JR Betancourt
Judge Chuy
KM International
One-Fourth Consulting
Salazar Insurance Group
Schneider Electric
Trinity MEP Engineering

HOLE SPONSORS
Amigo Bolt Supplies
Carr, Riggs & Ingram LLC
Cavallo Energy Texas LLC
Field Turf
Gateway Printing
Gomez Mendez Saenz, Inc. Architects
Javier Farias (TIPS)
Joe W. Fly Co, Inc.
JR, Inc. (2)
Judge David Garza
Karren & Keith Esse
Longhorn Bus Sales
Mechanical Reps, Inc.
Metro Electric Inc.
Orlando Lopez
Pinnacle Medical Management
Precision Saw and Tool
RBC Capital Markets
San Benito Elks Lodge
Superior Alarms
Texas Air Products
Texas Alternator Starter Services
The Medicine Shoppe
The Playwell Group
Walsh Gallegos Trevino Russo & Kyle, P.C.
SPECIAL SPONSORSHIPS
Economy Awards
Gillman

Sponsors, we thank you!

A message from the

San Benito CISD
@sbcisd

Superintendent of Schools
During the February 26 Building Committee meeting, several major
renovation and possible new construction projects were discussed.
Among the new construction projects discussed were a possible
ﬁne arts facility/auditorium, an indoor athletic facility, and a natatorium.
Renovations and projects to update facilities include roof
replacements, improvements to seating at the baseball and softball
complex, refreshing several high school hallways and classrooms, a
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
new high school façade, LED marquees for all campuses, parking lot
Superintendent of Schools
paving at the transportation and maintenance building, upgrading
security cameras, new playground equipment, added security fencing,
additional new buses, paving at the high school student parking lot, and district-wide LED lighting.
During the subsequent Superintendent’s Advisory Council meeting, additional projects were
suggested. Those included enclosing elementary gyms, upgrading the football press box to include an
elevator, installing additional canopies at several campuses, and additional security camera upgrades.
The total price tag for all of these projects is estimated to be between $37-$39 Million. The board
will prioritize these potential projects and then discuss possible funding sources.
Working to the advantage of SBCISD are a couple of factors. First, by changing the start of
the ﬁscal year from September 1 to July 1, there will be a one-time savings that will be added
to the fund balance; those funds could be used for some of these projects. Second, SBCISD
will be making the ﬁnal payment on the 2019 series bonds in the next year, so it would be
possible for the community to consider a bond program to address the ﬁnancing of some
of these projects without raising the tax rate. More information will be presented to the
school board at the April 2 Building Committee meeting regarding potential funding
sources.
Overall, the SBCISD Board of Trustees has expressed a strong desire to improve the
facilities in order to meet the needs of our students and staff. Several open discussions are
anticipated to determine the projects with the highest priority and then to match funding
sources with the approved projects.
SBCISD community, stay tuned for more great things to come!
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If you are working
on something
that you really
care about, you
don’t have to be
pushed. The vision
pulls you.”
Steve Jobs,

American
Businessman

STEAM Academy now accepting applications
In the fall of 2018, Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary will open its
doors as the district’s ﬁrst Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics Academy for students in kindergarten through
ﬁfth grade that meet criteria.
Current Dr. Garza students can submit applications through
March 30. Applications from other district students and those
from surrounding districts will be accepted through April 20.
For more information, please call 956-361-6900.

Happy Birthday, Texas!
During the recent Texas Independence Day Celebration, the Texas Heritage
and Independence Celebration Association (THICA) welcomed local students
and staff to observe the downright realistic battle reenactments complete with
the roar of cannons and smoking ﬁre from muskets. Multiple San Benito students
given the opportunity to participate in the re-enactments of key historical battles – such as the Battle of Gonzales, the
were
Battle
of the Alamo, and the Battle of San Jacinto.
The local event served as a live History lesson to commemorate and honor the bravery and courage of all the Texians (residents of
Mexican Texas and, later, the Republic of Texas) and Tejanos (Texas-born citizens of Mexican and Spanish ancestry) who fought and died
for Texas’ independence from Mexico.

¡Somos héroes!
During the recent annual conference of the Mexican American School Boards
Association (MASBA), San Benito CISD Board President Michael A. Vargas, center,
accepted the “Héroes de MASBA” award for the district’s ﬁve consecutive years of
MASBA membership.
Vargas is shown at the award presentation alongside, from left, MASBA President
and Canutillo ISD Trustee Armando “Mando” Rodriguez and Henry Cisneros, Mayor
of San Antonio from 1981 to 1989 and Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) from 1993 to 1997 during the Clinton Administration.
Led by a dedicated Board of Directors comprised of school board trustees from
throughout the state of Texas, MASBA is a voluntary, non-proﬁt, statewide education
association focused on closing opportunity and achievement gaps for all students –
especially for Hispanic students and English Language Learners.

San Benito celebrates Texas’ public schools
Committed to providing the tools, framework and
solid foundation that is vital toward the future of our
children, San Benito CISD recently celebrated this year’s
Celebrate Texas Public Schools (CTPS) campaign –
“Texas Public Schools: The Clear Choice for Education.”
The Celebrate Texas Public Schools (formerly known as “Texas Public Schools
Week”) concept is not a new one. It was originally created in 1950 by the Masonic
Lodges of Texas to recognize contributions made by the state’s free system of
education. Today, the celebration is a meaningful way to showcase the many
educational opportunities given to the over 5 million students attending Texas’
1,000-plus school districts.
“Each student’s future success comes through a quality education today. By sharing
the good news of Texas public education, we can ensure enhanced opportunities for
future generations of Texans,” explains Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman.
“Talented teachers and caring staff members and administrators set a strong
foundation for this success, which is truly something worth celebrating,” he added.
The CTPS campaign encourages everyone throughout Texas to celebrate producing
the state’s greatest resources – successful students and the leaders of tomorrow.
Locally, the week-long celebration highlighted the extraordinary and creative teaching
and high level of learning that San Benito students are experiencing daily.
During the week-long celebration, schools also opened their doors and invited
parents, grandparents, and members of the community to participate in open house
events that included classroom visitations, History exhibits, musical concerts, and
book fairs. Guests witnessed ﬁrsthand the engaging work and exciting educational
opportunities that are being provided to San Benito students each day.
From studying Texas History and celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday to promoting
career day and enjoying family-centered events and picnics, students and campus
personnel celebrated our local public schools in creative and unique ways.

Students participate in basketball competition
San Benito CISD Special Olympics athletes recently participated in the 2018 Special Olympics Texas
Basketball Competition – “2nd Annual Katstrong Golden Hoops” – held at the Raymondville High School
gymnasium.
Raymondville ISD and the Golden Hoops event hosts welcomed schools and students from Harlingen, La
Feria, Lyford, Mercedes, Raymondville, Rio Hondo, and San Benito as well as day centers from throughout the

Rio Grande Valley.
Athletes received a numerical score for each of the spot shooting, 10-meter speed dribble, and target pass events; their total score
determined their ﬁnal place in the competition. Events were categorized by age group and gender.
To kick off the day of friendly and fun-ﬁlled competition, participants gathered in the gymnasium for a parade of teams and the lighting
of the ceremonial torch. A victory dance was held after the conclusion of the basketball competition and the presentation of medals.
Following are the basketball skills competition results for San Benito athletes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

San Benito High School: Rafael Bustos, Silver; Juan Garcia, 4th; Miranda Reyna, Silver; Isela Ramirez, Bronze; Angel Villagomez,
Bronze; Billy Jo Vela, Gold; Dylan Flores, Gold; Desiree Venegas, Silver; Estefania Cerda, Silver; Frank Torres, Bronze; Janet
Morales, Silver;
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy: Amairany Cortez, 4th; Uriel Gonzalez, Silver; Fernando Rodriguez, Bronze; Jermain
Del Rio, Gold; Priscilla Gonzalez, Gold; Tristian Shafer, 4th; Rudy Segura, Gold; Melvin Manrique, Gold; Mario Flores, Gold;
Daniel Alvarez, 4th;
Berta Cabaza Middle School: Javen Alonso, Silver; Adrian Bravo, Bronze; Adrian Sanchez, Silver; Andy Gonzalez, Bronze;
Ernesto Garcia, Bronze; Juliana Ramirez, Gold;
Miller Jordan Middle School: Kaitlyn De La Garza, Silver; Isabella Ledezma, Silver; Carlos Martinez, Gold; Samuel Acosta, Bronze;
San Benito Riverside Middle School: Nathaniel Martinez, Silver;
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary: Nathan Villafranco, Silver;
Dr. Raul Garza Jr. Elementary: Joseph Rosas, Bronze; Yandel Rosenbaum, 4th; Pablo Plascencia, Silver;
La Encantada Elementary: Micol Aguirre, Gold;
La Paloma Elementary: Christina Tamez, Bronze; Sebastian Espinoza, Silver; Anthony Barrera, Gold;
Landrum Elementary: Aiden Deleon, Gold; Anthony Romero, Gold; Eugenio Gonzalez, Gold; Gael Constante, Gold; Aaron
Vasquez, Gold;
Sullivan Elementary: Joe Louis Rodriguez, Gold; and Shane Sanchez, Silver.

“Our student athletes had been practicing and improving their skills throughout the basketball season. They showed amazing
dedication and worked diligently in preparing for this competition,” said Rick Tamez, Special Olympics/Adaptive Physical Education
Coordinator.
The coaching staff that proudly accompanied the athletes to the basketball competition included Tamez and coaches Davis Ezell,
Jesus Zuñiga, Ofelia Owens, Maria Cisneros, Cindy Puente, Belinda Perez, Ruben Reza, Omar Carvajal, and Mel Sosa.
Committed to the Special Olympics motto, “Let me win, but if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt,” the local Special Olympics
Program empowers special education students to become physically ﬁt, productive,
and respected members of society through sports training and competition.
For additional information on the school district’s Special Olympics program and
initiatives, contact Tamez at (956) 361-6221.

Families encouraged
to choose school breakfast
In hopes of encouraging more
families to take advantage of the
healthy choices available for school
breakfast, San Benito schools recently
celebrated National School Breakfast Week (NSBW).
This year’s campaign theme, “Dive into a Healthy Breakfast,”
reminds the entire school community that school breakfast provides a
healthy and energizing start to the day for students.
Busy weekday mornings make it a challenge for many families to
ﬁnd time for a healthy breakfast. However, US Department of
Agriculture data show that more and more students are starting their
day with a nutritious breakfast in their school cafeterias.
“Eating a healthy breakfast helps our students focus on their studies
and gives them the energy they need to be alert throughout the day,” explains Frank Roberts Elementary Principal Linda Molina.
NSBW was launched in 1989 to raise awareness of the availability of the federally funded School Breakfast Program that currently serves
more than 14 million students every day.
San Benito CISD’s Child Nutrition Program (CNP) serves approximately 6,000 breakfast meals daily! Local school nutrition professionals
proudly prepare breakfast and lunches every day that meet federal nutrition standards – limiting fat, calories and sodium – while
encouraging students to choose from the fruits, vegetables and whole grains offered with school meals.
For additional information, please contact the CNP ofﬁce at (956) 361-6400.

KSBG team participates in career fair
KSBG TV 17, the San Benito CISD’s award-winning educational television station, was invited to participate in Rangerville Elementary’s recent
career day event. KSBG staff members David Cortez and Jose Ramos visited with students, spoke about their roles as television technicians,
and answered many questions. Students were given an opportunity to familiarize themselves with the television station’s mobile production
unit and video recording equipment.

Students race custom-built electric cars
San Benito – who has two race teams, including the Valley’s only
all-female team – and several other Rio Grande Valley schools recently
participated in the district’s ﬁrst-ever Murphy 2.1 Race at Bobby Morrow
Stadium. The 90-minute race and at least three required pit changes
featured electric race cars designed and built by students as part the
GreenPower USA Electric Car initiative.
According to Mary Maney, San Benito High School Math Teacher and
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) sponsor, the goal of
the initiative is to provide advances in education in the area of
sustainable engineering and technology. “The idea behind this series of
races is to help our students gain insight about the electric cars when
they are under race conditions with other cars present,” said Maney.

Thank you!
This month, we celebrated “Educational
Diagnostician’s Week” in honor of educational
diagnosticians who consistently demonstrate
professionalism, competence, and excellence
in providing our next generation of leaders
with the knowledge and skills fundamental for
lifelong learning and excellence.
San Benito CISD diagnosticians include, in
no particular order, Amy Lee Tobias, Candy
Carrizales, Herlinda Serrata, Larissa Rivas-Leal,
Margarita Olvera, Melissa De Leon, Miriam
Lette, and Monica Champion; diagnosticians
not shown include Jayme Chavez, Mary Jane
Kellogg, and Robin Buddle. For their hard
work and dedication, the diagnosticians'
Special Services Department colleagues
treated them to cake and banana splits.
Educational diagnosticians, we THANK
YOU for your dedication and service to the
youth of our community!

District to host job fair
San Benito CISD will host a job fair on Saturday, April 21, from 9 AM -12 PM at San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy, located at 2115 N. Williams Road. On-site interviews will be held from 10 AM to 12 PM. Positions
available include teachers, para-professionals, security guards, bus drivers, child nutrition associates, and
custodians.
For more information, please contact the school district’s Human Resources Ofﬁce at (956) 361-6150.

TxEIS
Employee Access Login

Eduphoria!
Login to Eduphoria!

Naviance Login
School Family Connection

Re-Imagine 2021 Strategic Plan
Details and Updates

View KSBG TV programming on
YouTube and LiveStream.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in
its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar de San Benito no
discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo requieren el
Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la Ley de Discriminación por Edad
de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

