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The “Only One You” inspired rock garden display at Great Western (story on page 5)
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Breaking Ground at Reedley Middle College High School

A groundbreaking ceremony took
place Thursday, February 15 for
the new Reedley Middle College
High School. The new school
will be located on the Reedley
College campus. It will have
eight classrooms, a covered eating area and recreational area.
The building is being constructed

to accommodate 300 students,
with the potential to hold up to
600 in the future. The new
building is expected to be complete by February 1, 2019.
Student speakers at the event,
Jeremy Hammond and Dianna
Hoffman, both shared their ex-

citement for the new school facility. Jeremy, a senior, shared
that even though he will not be
able to enjoy the new building
as a student he is excited that
his sister, currently an 8th grader, will be able to enjoy it during her time at RMCHS.
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OCHS and RHS Boys Soccer Teams are

VALLEY CHAMPIONS!
The OCHS boys soccer team won
their first Valley Championship in
school history. The Titans defeated the Spartans from Strathmore
High 3-1 in a penalty shootout to
claim the Division VI title. En route
to their first Championship the #7
seed Titans defeated: #10 Wonderful College Prep in OT 4-2, #2 Dos
Palos 3-1 in OT, and #3 Exeter 2-1.
The Titans are coached by Daniel Banuelos, Horacio Bravo, William Sanchez and Jose Segura. Captains for the Titans are Seniors Michael Barraza, Roman Aguilar and
Freshman Zach Ramirez.

We are proud of you!
The #5 seeded RHS boys soccer
team defeated Redwood High
School to claim the Division II Valley Championship title on Friday,
February 23. The team received a
bye in the first round of playoffs.
They defeated #4 Dinuba in the
quarter finals in an unusual turn of
events that included making up two
five-minute golden goal overtime
sessions the day after the regularly
scheduled game. Reedley went on
to defeat #8 Tulare Western in the
semi-finals to advance to the championship game.
The Pirates are coached by head
coach Eric Velarde and assistants JP
Quevado, Anthony Velarde and Carlos Rosales.

RHS Expo features CTE, Electives, Colleges & Careers

The 3rd annual CTE, Electives, College and Careers Expo took place at
RHS on Monday, January 29. RHS
students and Reedley area 8th graders visited 80 tables that included
information about Career Technical
Education pathways, elective classes, colleges and careers. According
to Janilyn Andres, career center coordinator, the event shows students
what is available. “Students are
exposed to classes available here at
RHS. College reps help to prep students
for college. Businesses help
11th and 12th grade students consider
careers that are possible,” said Ms.
Andres.
The event also provides students an
opportunity to reach out to their
peers. Ms. Andres explained that
the class booths are intentionally
staffed by students currently en-

rolled in the classes the tables
represent. “It builds soft skills
and provides leadership opportunities,” said Ms. Andres. She
continued, “Students get really
hyped to talk about what
they’re doing in class. Peer-topeer communication makes a big
difference.”
(Above left) RHS students talk with representatives
In its third year, the event is considfrom College of the Sequoias. (Above) RHS Culinary
ered a success. Ms. Andres shared,
students demonstrate skills they have learned while
“One way I know it’s
been effective
classmates explain details of the culinary classes .
th
is that last year 8 grade students
had a form to complete [during the
event] to learn about classes available. Manyth of them brought the form
back to 8 grade registration.” Additionally, Ms. Andres shared the of opportunities available to their
relationship building between busi- students such as internships and apnesses and teachers has been bene- prenticeships.
ficial. The relationships help because the teachers are more aware

Grant Receives $1000 Donation from Wonderful Giving
Contributed

General Grant Middle School was the recipient of a
generous donation made through the Wonderful Giving
program. Employees of PomWonderful are encouraged
to make a difference in their community with Wonderful Giving, a one-of-a-kind program that donates company money to charities that are close to their employees’ hearts and homes. A $1000 donation was made to
Grant Middle School in the name of Rodolfo “Rudy”
Hernandez, a sixth grade student who attends
Grant. Rudy will be acknowledged at a schoolwide

event later in the year.
During 2017, the Wonderful giving program donated
$4,507,247; of that $1,322,918 was specifically donated to education. Grant intends to use the donation to
recognize and award students for academic achievement. We are grateful to the Wonderful Giving program, Rodolfo Hernandez, and the generous programs
of PomWonderful.

Migrant Program Students Invited to State Capitol

KCUSD Migrant Program students and staff members are pictured with Assemblymember Dr. Joaquin Arambula at the California State Capitol on Monday,
February 26.

Migrant Program Students Invited to State Capitol
Students involved in the KCUSD Migrant Program were invited by Assemblymember Dr. Joaquin Arambula to be recognized during the general assembly on Monday, February
26 at the California State Capitol.
The students attend RHS, OCHS,

Grant, Navelencia and Silas Bartsch.
Following their introduction the students, who are currently preparing
for a regional speech and debate
meet, were invited to practice their
speeches in a committee room at
the Capitol building. Migrant Educa-

tion Coordinator Veleda Oltjenbruns
said, “Our students are in for an
amazing once in a lifetime experience!”

National School Breakfast Week to be held March 5—9
Thursday: Chorizo Bake (Hearty The new menu items will be added
breakfast bake includes egg, chorizo to the existing menu rotation.
crumbles and potatoes topped with
mild cheddar cheese)
According to the School Nutrition
Association, the sponsoring agency of the event, students who
eat school breakfast are more
likely to:
Monday: Egg, Cheese & Potato
 Reach
higher levels of
Empanada (Whole wheat breakachievement in reading and
fast empanada stuffed with egg,
cheddar cheese and potatoes)
math
 Score higher on standardized
Tuesday: California Cheese Batests
gel (Whole wheat bagel topped
with tomato sauce and low skim
 Have better concentration
mozzarella cheese)
and memory
Friday: Apple Sticks (Whole grain
 Be more alert
Wednesday: French Toast Dunkers artisan baked bread sticks filled
(Whole grain French toast sticks with apple and topped with cinna Maintain a healthy weight
served with a side of low fat pan- mon)
cake syrup)
KCUSD schools will participate in the
National School Breakfast Week,
March 5-9. The week will emphasize
the benefits of eating breakfast
and new breakfast items will be
served. The featured menu will
be:

Great Western Kicks Off Visual Displays Project with
“Only One You” Inspired Rock Garden
KCUSD schools will
soon look a little different. Schools sites
are working to enhance their landscapes and buildings
with visual displays
that feature academic
and
social
graphics.
Great
Western is the first
site to complete one
of the visual projects.
To promote positive
climate and culture,
the students and staff
at Great Western Ele-

mentary read the story, “Only One
You,” by Linda Kranz. In the story
Adri, a young fish promises to remember his parents’ words of wisdom about how to live his life. Adri
recalls phrases such as “Find your
own way. You don’t have to follow
the crowd,” and “Make wishes on
the stars in the nighttime sky.”
The story inspired an art project
where each student and staff member painted a unique fish rock, to
create the Great Western rock pond
and river bed now located outside
the office door. Great Western Principal Lori Botkin invited others to,
“please come by and check it out!”

(Right and above) A rock garden, inspired by the book “Only One
You,” frames the exterior of the Great Western office entrance.
The project is part of a district initiative to enhance school grounds
with visual displays that encourage learning.

Jefferson School Hosts
Smoke Alarm Event
Approximately 125 volunteers participated in the Great Smoke Alarm
Campaign on February 2 hosted at
Jefferson. The campaign, led by the
American Red Cross, aims to reduce
the number of home-fire deaths and

injuries by installing smoke alarms
and providing fire- and disastersafety education in communities at
risk for home fires.
Volunteers
from throughout the community
gathered in the Jefferson multi-

purpose room for training on the
morning of February 2. After the
training the volunteers, working in
teams, deployed to various neighborhoods throughout Reedley. The
volunteers knocked on 875 doors,
installed 708 smoke alarms in 219
homes and educated 157 residents
on a fire escape map. According to
the American Red Cross these numbers were a new regional record.

Volunteers assisting with the Red Cross Great
Smoke Alarm campaign gathered at Jefferson to
kick off the volunteer event.

RHS FCCLA Successful at Regional Competition
Contributed

The RHS chapter of Family, Career
and Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA) attended the Region 8 Competitive Recognition Event (CRE) on
February 3. The CRE serves as a
qualifier for the state competition
that will be held April 28-May 1 in
Fresno. The students were judged
on their portfolio, display board,
oral presentation and a question and
answer session.
Lilihana Bedolla (freshman) placed
first in Illustrated Talk for the topic
of The Dangers of Drinking and Driving; Zuheidi Del Rio (freshman)
placed first in Nutrition and Wellness; Nancy Sainz (sophomore)
placed first in Life Event Planning;
and Luis Fernando Santos (freshman)
placed second in Illustrated Talk for
the topic of Violence in Relation-

ships.
RHS
teacher
and
FCCLA
chapter
Advisor
Lisa
Bueno
will be
taking
the students to
the
State
Leadership Conference. The students are looking forward to attending the conference and competing.
They are hoping to qualify and attend the FCCLA National Leadership
Conference June 28-July 2 in Atlanta, Georgia.

RHS FCCLA members won the Region 8 Competitive Recognition Event. The team is
pictured along with their advisor (L to R)
Luis Fernando Santos, Nancy Sainz, RHS
FCCLA Advisor Lisa Bueno, Lilihana Bedolla
and Zuheidi Del Rio.

OCHS Pilots Supper Meal Program
OCHS has been selected to pilot a
supper meal program through the
Child and Adult Care Food Program.
The program provides a lunch-sized,
supper meal to students who are enrolled in the OCHS after school program. The meal is provided to students at 3:15 p.m. after the normal
school day. According to Director of

Food Services Shaun Rodriguez, the gram. All meals will meet state and
program will start serving the supper federal nutritional guidelines.
meal on Wednesday, March 1.
Mr. Rodriguez said, “We plan on
The meals will follow a two-week monitoring this program as it rolls
cycle menu and include four new out and see how we can serve more
items. The portion size will be simi- students in the future who particilar to the lunches currently served pate in overarching educational and
under our National School Lunch Pro enrichment programs.”

RHS NJROTC Invited to Regional Competition
A team of five RHS NJROTC students
recently participated with teams
from 11 other area high schools in
the NJROTC Area 11 Academic
Championship. The RHS team included Daniel Richardson, Gabriela
Romero, Mary Esparza, Matheu Keith
and Riley Richardson. The competition was structured similarly to the
television game show Jeopardy.
Students were asked questions and
teams “buzzed” in to provide their
answer.
Teams were awarded

points for answering questions cor- answered the question incorrectly.
rectly.
Hanford West was next and they answered it correctly. That one quesCommander Chris Bodine said, “The tion decided the entire competition.
final was a great round. Reedley What a great and competitive comwho had the fourth place coming petition.”
into the final led on and off
The RHS team will now advance to
throughout the round.
The top
the California and Arizona Regional
three teams were all within one
NJROTC Academic Championship.
question
of
being
in
first
They will once again compete
place. With just a few seconds left,
against Hanford West, as well as 17
the last question was read. Reedley
other schools, including the National
buzzed first, but unfortunately, we
Champion from last year.

