Montour School District
Pennsylvania education secretary visits
Montour for AIU transformEd West center opening at high school
The Allegheny Intermediate Unit celebrated the opening of
its first satellite location March 11. Education leaders from
across the region and state, including Pennsylvania Education
Secretary Pedro A. Rivera, visited for a reception that started in
the high school’s Virtual Immersion Lab. Attendees them moved
down the hall to be among the first to step foot in the AIU’s new
transformED West center. The dynamic physical space is intended
to stimulate new thinking about how to integrate creativity and
technology into pre-K through grade 12 classrooms. The room’s
brightly painted accent walls, open concept and digital capabilities
create a warm and inviting space where teachers can learn about
existing technologies or explore new ones in a playful and nonthreatening environment.
“By expanding to a second location at Montour School District,
our hope is to meet the continued demands for high quality
learning opportunities to engage and motivate today’s students,”
said Rosanne Javorsky, assistant executive director for teaching
and learning at the Allegheny Intermediate Unit.

Dr. Michael Ghilani, Montour superintendent, addresses educators during the
opening of the AIU transformED West opening March 11. To his left are Linda
Hibbert, AIU executive director, and Pennsylvania Education Secretary Pedro A.
Rivera.

The AIU satellite location will also facilitate design thinking
sessions, badging sessions, video conferences and other means of
professional development that promote interaction, collaboration
and engagement between educators. It has been funded by a grant
through the Grable and Benedum foundations.
“We are deeply honored to partner with the AIU to offer cuttingedge professional development for teachers at the Montour School
District and the Southwestern Pennsylvania region,” said Dr.
Michael Ghilani, superintendent of Montour School District.
The center is also expected to benefit from a new program
the AIU has established that allows educators to borrow classsets of technology resources. The STEAM Lending Library,
made possible by the Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation, allows
teachers to participate in professional development and borrow
technology resources for a four- to six-week period. Items include:

Montour’s director of innovation, Justin Aglio, shows
Pennsylvania Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera how to use
one of the school’s zSpace 3D monitors. Rivera visited for the
transformED West opening March 11.

Hummingbird and Finch Robotics, LittleBits, Osmos,
Specks, Beebots, Makey Makeys, Squishy Circuits, Kindles,
Puzzlets, Circuit Scribes, Arduinos, and more. The AIU is
working with the Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation to expand
the Lending Library and other resources to transformED
West.
For more information, visit the Center for Creativity page
on the AIU website at www.aiu3.net.

ABOVE: Gregg Behr, executive director of the Grable Foundation and co-chair
of the Remake Learning Council, addresses educators during the transformED
West opening. BELOW: The new transformED West center. PHOTOS COURTESY
OF THE ALLEGHENY INTERMEDIATE UNIT’S COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES
DEPARTMENT
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By Ed Trizzino Montour hosts indoor triathlon
Montour educators
Twenty-seven Montour
present at PLTW national summit
educators and community
Three Montour educators traveled to Indianapolis in March to network
with educators and administrators from around the country at the
second-ever national Project Lead the Way Summit.
Nick Terpack, Megan Foxwell and Amanda Mascellino - each of
whom have earned certifications as PLTW master teachers - were asked
to speak at the conference about how Montour has implemented PLTW
curricula.
“It was pretty much an open-forum discussion where a lot of time
was us answering questions about how to implement the classes,” said
Terpack, who has been a PLTW master teacher in engineering since
2005.
The summit consisted of more than 1,500 “educators, students, and
leaders from business and government sectors,” according to a press
release from PLTW. Many of the attendees at the event, which took
place March 20 through 23, were district administrators and teachers
learning about how and why they should integrate PLTW classes into
their schools. The curricula help teachers in the science, technology,
engineering and math - or STEM - disciplines reshape their methods to
make classes more hands-on for students.
“It’s not very common to have it yet, especially in Pennsylvania, and
I think what they did was try to get other schools to sign on through
the networking,” said Foxwell, a PLTW master teacher who was hired
specifically to teach the first biomedical classes at the high school in
2013.
PLTW master teachers were invited to an additional day of meetings
and networking events before other guests at the summit arrived.
Terpack and Foxwell each said networking helped them find new and
unique teaching methods to use in the classroom.
“There is some flexibility in the curriculum, and the conference lets
people share ideas with others and you think of things you never thought
of prior,” said Foxwell.
In addition to speeches given by master teachers, speakers at the
summit also included PLTW President and CEO Vince Bertram, as well
as guest speakers such as Rolls-Royce CEO Marion Blakey, Baltimore
Ravens defensive lineman and mathematician John Urshell, and Jason
Silva, host of the National Geographic show “Brain Games.” Silva
spoke about the advancing nature of our world, according to Jennifer
Cahill, senior director of media and public relations for PLTW. Urshell
urged that students should have a passion for everything they do in
their lives, not just sports or school. Blakey spoke of the importance of
engaging students early on in education.
In addition, more than 150 master teacher panels were available during
the summit.
At Montour, PLTW curricula have been integrated in grades K-12.
Elementary schools use the Launch curriculum to give students an
introduction to physics and aeronautics. Middle school students are able
to pursue PLTW courses in robotics, while high school students can take
PLTW courses as electives, allowing them to study up to four levels of
biomedical science and engineering. Courses at all levels emphasize
hands-on, interactive learning, which Foxwell and Terpack said is an
enjoyable way to teach.
“There’s a lot more engagement and peer collaboration rather than
lecturing now, and it actually makes it a lot of fun,” said Foxwell.
Terpack said that PLTW will continue to evolve.
“We’re going to need more technology professionals in the future,”
he said, “that’s where the trend is going and we’re on the forefront
of that.”
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members climbed out of bed
in the early morning hours
of Feb. 27 to compete in the
school’s first-ever indoor
triathlon at the Montour
Athletic Center. Racers
swam 500 meters in the
center’s pool, cycled four
miles in a center’s secondin Montour’s first-ever
floor workout room and ran Racers
indoor triathlon Feb. 27 compete in
two miles on the indoor track. the cycling portion of the race.
The event was organized
by the Montour Association of Marketing and Advertising,
along with the Montour varsity swim team. Proceeds, in the
amount of $500, were donated to the swim team. Finishing
first among the men was Matt Puthoff, with an overall time
of 34:34:01. Finishing first among the women was Aryana
Jones, with an overall time of 37:25:49.

Montour welcomes
new human resources director
The Montour School Board
voted to hire Susan Sinicki as the
district’s new human resources
director in March. She comes
to Montour after 15 years in the
human resources department
at Pittsburgh Public Schools,
where she oversaw thousands of
individuals at dozens of buildings.
“It’s a huge shift, going from
around 5,000 employees to 500,”
says Sinicki.
She says, though, that she is
excited to come to Montour, calling it a district on the cusp
of exciting changes and new opportunities. For instance, in
March, Montour celebrated the opening of the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit transformED West center, which is
located in the high school.
“That’s a great opportunity for the district to enhance
teaching practices and learning opportunities,” says Sinicki.
While at Pittsburgh Public Schools, Sinicki says she
worked in “just about every aspect of their human relations
department.” She piloted an online application system and
handled everything from grievances, to certifications, to
tenure.
Sinicki holds a bachelor’s in business administration from
Duquesne University, where she majored in management
and human resources. She says she has long been drawn to
human resources in education because it was so different
from other industries.
“There are all these different layers of compliance that
aren’t in the real world,” she says. “Being a part of the
education process is meaningful for me because I’m having
an impact on students.”

Montour students’ stories of great teachers
again dominate Barnes and Noble essay contest
Three hundred students from area schools
inspiration to make
submitted essays to this year’s My Favorite
art and then she sits
Teacher Essay Contest hosted by Barnes and
back and watches you
Noble. According to Selina Blinn, Barnes
create a masterpiece. She
and Noble community business development
has helped me accomplish
manager, all but two of those 300 area
everything I thought I could
essays were written by Montour students.
ever do.”
Blinn announced as much during an April
Blinn says that half of the
13 event hosted at the Settlers Ridge Barnes
decision to award an essay is
and Noble store, where authors of some of
based on qualities stated in the
the top 15 essays chosen read them aloud to
essay. One-quarter is based on
a crowd of family, friends and educators. All High school art teacher Anita Marsico (at center)
the sincerity of the essay and
is pictured here with Barnes and Noble community
15 essays were given honorable mentions
one-quarter on writing quality.
business development manager Selina Blinn and
and were written by Montour students.
Overall winners from regional
student Chelsianna Havko, whose essay about Marsico
took first place in this year’s area My Favorite Teacher
Thirteen were written about Montour
competition go on to compete at
Essay Contest hosted by the Barnes and Noble store in
teachers from various buildings. Two were
higher levels.
Settlers Ridge.
written about Parkway West Career and
Additional teachers and
Technology instructors.
their nominators who received honorable mentions were
In their essays, students described teachers who inspire, coach,
as follows: Tina Frank, nominated by Luke Cavanah;
push, show patience, innovate and encourage. Some students
Ron Baselj (PWCTC), nominated by Allison Rickerd;
became emotional while reading their essays aloud.
Douglas Macek, nominated by Dominic Julian; Jason
Last year, despite a similar overwhelming number of responses
Boring, nominated by Bob Walker; Dr. Eric Sparkenbaugh,
from Montour students, the overall winner chosen was not a
nominated by Lexi Schuck; Terry Slutiak, nominated
Montour teacher. This year, though, Chelsianna Havko’s essay
by Kaylee Hogan; Barbara Fields (PWCTC), nominated
about high school art teacher Anita Marsico did win. Havko’s
by Ashley Trax; Blake Suehr, nominated by Alex Jozwiak;
humorous but sincere essay recounts how her initial struggles with
Melissa Palmer, nominated by Amanda Ramirez; Audra
art in Marsico’s class transformed over time to become a source of
Wilson, nominated by Alexa Kushner; Jason Ruscitto,
comfort and confidence.
nominated by Rachel Schwartzmiller; Stuart Johnson,
“She doesn’t start critiquing,” writes Havko. “She looks at what
nominated by Emily Richardson; Robert Lukondi,
you have, tells you how to build on it, and gives her suggestions,
nominated by Madelyn Lubinsky; and Angela Fazio,
but ultimately she leaves it up to you. She gives you the tools and
nominated by Aaron Crist.

Students finish atop
regionals, compete at Pennsylvania Science Olympiad
Ten students working in pairs placed in eight different
competitions at the Pennsylvania Science Olympiad
regional competition at California University of
Pennsylvania on March 16. They are as follows: Air
Trajectory, third place, John Dukewich and Caleb Bryan;
Bridge Building, fourth place, John Dukewich and
Shawn Rose; Cell Biology, second place, Rosh Bharthi
and Jason Casperson; Chemistry Lab, first place, Hunter
Smutney and Colton Barth; Dynamic Planet, first place,
Nicole Bengini and Connor Gray; Forensics, fourth
place, Kellie O’Toole and Colton Barth; It’s About Time,
third place, Hunter Smutney and Shawn Rose; Robot
Montour students once again qualified to compete in this year’s Pennsylvania
Arm, third place, Caleb Bryan and Shawn Rose.
Science Olympiad. Pictured are: Adia Perkins, Luke Cavanah, Kellie O’Toole,
John Dukewich, Rosh Bharthi, Jay Mantini, Caleb Bryan, Nicole Benigni, Hunter
The team’s strong showing earned the overall team
Smutney, Colton Barth, Aaron Crist, Shawn Rose, Jason Casperson, Conner Gray,
a fourth place finish, qualifying them to compete in
Connorlee Duran and Alexus Krause.
statewide competition at Juniata College on April 23. Out
of 36 teams, Montour’s top finishers at the statewide competition were: It’s About Time, sixth place, Smutney and Rose; Air
Trajectory, 14th place, Dukewich and Bryan; Wind Power, 15th place, Smutney and Dukewich.
Since Montour first began competing in the National Science Olympiad in 1983, the school has sent a team to the state
competition every year, except in 2011. The two years prior, Montour took first place each year.
“The only way we have been so successful is because of the great students we have at Montour who are being taught in
the best school district in Pennsylvania,” says team sponsor Phil Morrow.
High school librarian Pam Dilanni is also a sponsor of the team.
March/April 2016 • www.awmagazine.com •
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MAMA efforts raise record amount for Nucci-Finny Scholarship Fund
The Montour Association of Marketing and Advertising
raised a record number of dollars for the Nucci-Finny
Scholarship Fund by hosting a number of fundraising
efforts during basketball season.
The scholarship fund is named after Brandon “Nucci”
Chiarelli and Brian “Finny” Finnegan, two Montour
students who passed away in a tragic car accident 15 years
ago. The fund benefits college-bound Montour seniors.
For the past six years, Montour has held an annual NucciFinny Tribute Game in their memory, helping transform the
Members of the Montour Association of Marketing and Advertising present a check for
tragic into something positive by raising awareness of the $2,000 to Jamie Chiarelli for the Nucci-Finny Scholarship Fund.
scholarship fund.
by hosting a bake sale, collecting donations and running a half
To date, over $140,000 has been raised for the fund, in part by
court shot contest at halftime. MAMA members also presented
an annual two-on-two tournament organized by MAMA. This
Brandon’s mother - Jamie Chiarelli - with 21 and 32 white
past basketball season, the tournament was organized by MAMA
roses, commemorating the jersey numbers worn by Brandon and
member Chris Hanlon, along with students Zach Herskovitz, Zack Finnegan, respectively.
Jablonski and Tommy Sylvester.
In all, MAMA raised $2,000 and presented a check for the
A month prior to this year’s Nucci-Finny tribute game, seniors
amount during halftime. The number topped funds raised in past
Chyna Jones, Raami Gauthier and Sheyeane Taylor designed and
years.
sold t-shirts promoting the game. MAMA raised additional funds

Environmental science students design solution to real-world challenge
Several students in Christina Ferko’s environmental science
class designed a solution to a real-life problem for the Energy
Innovation Center in Pittsburgh’s Hill District.
The EIC offers technical training with the goal of supporting
emerging sustainable energy markets. Its building, formerly
the Connelley Trade School, has been renovated into an LEED
Platinum Certified green building. Students were tasked
with providing a solution to the water runoff problem for the
Letsche Elementary School located on EIC property. The Penn
State Center Pittsburgh challenged students to design a water
management system for the Letsche School that included both
rooftop runoff and parking lot drainage. Chartiers Valley and West
Allegheny students focused on the parking lot while students from

Montour and Moon focused on the rooftop.
Montour’s solution utilizes a green product called LiveRoof,
which students chose because of its low maintenance, lightweight
properties and ability to retrofit older buildings. Most importantly,
though, LiveRoof absorbs water.
Montour students also included a solar panel walkway and
lightweight moss sheets to allow for maintenance of the roof.
Additional features in their design include a treble cleft water
wheel that ties into the gutter system, adding an appeal that
references the Hill District’s musical history.
Students presented their design to a panel of Penn State
University judges on April 14.

High school art and music departments host second annual joint show
In celebration of Music in Our Schools
Month, the high school music and art
departments held a joint concert and art
show in the high school auditorium and
lobby March 16. This year marked the
second that the two departments worked
together to hold the show, which celebrated
the artistic talents of students in both
departments.
Senior art students Rachel Rieff and
Danielle Nuttridge helped art teachers
Anita Marsico and Kimberly Roehn
curate the visual half of the show as part
of their senior projects. Over 110 works
of art, consisting of drawings, paintings,
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sculptures and ceramic pieces,
were placed on display outside
the high school auditorium. The
Kennedy Township Giant Eagle
donated food for the event.
“We had such a strong
outpouring of support over the
show last year that we wanted
to host it again this year,” says
Roehn. “We hope to expand on
it each year. Our art students
work so hard every day to create these
masterpieces, so it is wonderful to see the
community compliment their efforts.”
The evening’s concert featured pieces
performed by the jazz ensemble,
percussion ensemble and
concert band. The jazz ensemble
performed “25 or 6 to 4” with
soloist Matt Cross; Miles Davis’
“So What” with soloists Mitchell
Bentley, Miles Moses, Nick

Nazak and Alex Weibel; and “Sidewinder”
with solos by Weibel, Gina Wiegering
and Billy Cook. The percussion ensemble
performed “The Entertainer” and Camille
Saint-Saens’ “The Aquarium.” The concert
band performed “The Godfather” theme,
with solos by Danny Skwarcha and
Brandon Wilkerson on trumpet, and Danny
Meyers on clarinet. The band also played
“Northpointe Fantasy” and the theme from
“Jurassic Park.”

Senior recognized with DAR Good Citizens Award
High school senior Melanie Behr was among those awarded
with the Good Citizens Award by the Jacob Ferree Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution on March 5.
According to a press release from the chapter, the award
“recognizes outstanding high school seniors who exhibit
the qualities of good citizenship in their homes, schools and
communities. The students selected as their school’s good
citizen must possess dependability, service, leadership and
patriotism.”
An honor student at Montour, Behr was nominated by her
honors political systems teacher, Don Morgan.
“Melanie was the first person I thought of when [Montour
high school guidance counselor Dr. Eric Sparkenbaugh]
asked me for recommendations,” says Morgan. “She’s a hard
worker, dedicated to the learning process, extremely kind and
respectful, and involved in school/community organizations.”

Behr is also involved in the Rotary-sponsored
Interact Club, the marching band
and the school’s musical. Outside
of school, she works as a hostess
and babysitter.
Each candidate for the award
submitted an essay. Behr’s says
that in her essay, titled “Our
American Heritage and Our
Responsibility for Preserving It,”
she discussed the importance of
dependability, patriotism, service
and leadership in a good citizen,
and how she has worked to exemplify those qualities.
Behr was one of three senior high school students in the
region to receive the award.

Junior places second in regional chemistry contest
Junior Rosh Bharthi placed second in an annual contest sponsored by the Pittsburgh section of the
American Chemical Society on April 2. Bharthi’s score on an exam administered by the ACS section
earned him the honor in the large schools category of the contest. According to the Pittsburgh section of
the ACS, a total of 134 students from 24 schools competed for prizes and scholarships in three different
categories at the event.
At Montour, Bharthi is enrolled in a college in high school dual enrollment course taught by chemistry
teacher Tina Frank. Course content and exams are outlined and graded by Dr. Michael Golde, Montour’s
chemistry department liaison at Pitt. Labs at the university are run and graded by Pitt teaching assistants.
Bharthi is the seventh student of Frank’s to place in the ACS exam. He received a $150 prize for his
second-place finish. He will be honored at a banquet hosted by the ACS and the Spectroscopy Society of
Pittsburgh the third week of May at Duquesne University.

Professional musicians help students shape their craft
It’s not every day that young aspiring musicians get to work
with high-profile musicians. This past spring, though, high school
students got to do just that when they sat in on a songwriting
workshop with The Clarks’ bassist Greg Joseph in March and
jammed with well-known Pittsburgh area jazz musicians in April.

Several Pittsburgh-area jazz musicians visited Montour on April 14 for a workshop with the
jazz ensemble.

On March 17, 50 students sat in on a two-hour seminar arranged
by business instructor April Fisher with Joseph, one of the original
founding members of The Clarks. Well-known in the Pittsburgh
area for radio favorites like “Cigarette” and “Penny on the Floor,”
The Clarks have been releasing albums for decades and at one
time signed with national record label MCA. In 2006, Joseph
released a solo album titled “American Diary.”
During the seminar, Joseph shared his own personal musical
history and led a discussion on the music industry. The workshop
also included a segment on song analysis.
On April 14, members of the jazz ensemble participated in a
two-hour jazz workshop arranged by high school band director

Rob Roehn. It featured Eric DeFade on saxophone, Paul
Thompson on bass, Ralph Guzzi on trumpet, Montour
alumnus Rick Gallagher on piano and Janelle Burdell on
percussion. Roehn says the musicians are no strangers
to holding jazz workshops and worked well with the
students, helping them to play better both as soloists and an
ensemble, in part by improving their listening skills.
“For instance, they had them either copy what someone
else was doing or playing something similar that goes with
it,” says Roehn. “So if a bass is playing fast, they’d say,
‘The guitar and piano shouldn’t be playing fast as well,
because it gets kind of muddy.’”
The workshop started out with the visiting musicians
playing the jazz staple “Mister P.C.” by John Coltrane
and wrapped up with students learning how to play it.
In between, students received instruction on pieces they
had been working on and were able to participate in a
question and answer session. Some even stayed for lunch
and continued to talk with students.
Roehn says he hopes the collaboration won’t just be
a one-time thing but will continue to grow. He says a
number of the musicians have expressed interest in
returning with their own ensembles. DeFade - who
worked on two Emmy-winning jazz albums - is the
director of the jazz ensemble at Carnegie Mellon
University. Guzzi holds the same title at the
University of Pittsburgh. Thompson teaches at the
Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12 Performing Arts School.
March/April 2016 • www.awmagazine.com •
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Faculty undergo CPR/AED training
Ohio Valley Hospital, the Community College of Allegheny
County West Hills Center, Northwest EMS, Robinson EMS and
Ingram EMS facilitated a CPR instruction program on April 26.
Montour faculty and staff learned how to properly administer this
potentially life-saving technique.

ALCOSAN engineers visit
during National Engineers Week
Story and Photo by Michele Vrana,
Sixth Grade Science and Social Studies Teacher
On February 25, as part of National Engineers Week, two
instructional representatives from ALCOSAN visited sixth grade
science students at David
E. Williams Middle School.
In class-sized groups,
engineers Justin Weaver
and Candace WoodsWright first familiarized
students with ALCOSAN,
the Allegheny County
Municipal Authority that
recovers wastewater, filters
ABOVE: Stephanie Phillips, Sydney Lee
sewage debris for landfill
and Henley Staley work together to build
disposal
and returns water
a structure out of pipe cleaners during an
to
rivers
for reuse.
engineering exercise led by ALCOSAN
engineers. BELOW: Aaron Deluca, Matt
Weaver and WoodsLuchovick and Henry Orlandini pose with a
structure they built during the same exercise. Wright then discussed
various careers in
engineering and challenged students to complete a task related to
civil engineering. In groups of four and five, students were asked
to design and build the tallest structure they could using only
ten pipe cleaners. During the design and construction stages, the
two engineers added a few constraints. These constraints often
required students to alter their designs rather quickly in order to
meet the timed deadline.
All students were enthusiastically engaged throughout the
activity as they demonstrated
engineering potential
with confident decision
making abilities, creative
designs and excellent
communication skills. A
“thank you” goes out to
ALCOSAN for sharing a
great day of science with
the class.
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DEW students
participate in honors band concert

Eleven DEW students represented Montour in a regional honors band concert
in February. Pictured are: (back row) Nathan Delsanto, Patrick Dhanse, Bella
Tirone, Nini Curcione, Anna Myers, (middle row) Emma Dischner, Haley Bischak,
Brenda Rea, Josh Knapp, (front row) Ben Miller and Julianna Paulin.

Eleven DEW students participated in the Western Area Middle
School Honors Band concert in February at West Allegheny High
School. The band was comprised of students from six additional
schools, including Carlynton, Chartiers Valley, Cornell, Moon
Area, South Fayette and Sto-Rox. Students are selected by school
band directors based on ability, behavior, attitude and overall
instrumentation needs of the band. Size tends to fluctuate from
year to year based upon the space available on the stage of the host
school. The festival rotates through the member schools.
Four students were also selected to represent Montour by
performing at three PMEA concerts. Nini Curcione, Nathan
DelSanto and Anna Myers performed at the PMEA Junior High
District Band in April. Nini and Nathan also performed at the
PMEA Junior High District Orchestra in April, as did Katie Liu.
At the elementary level, Abigail Coyne, Owen Jordan, Madilyn
Rimbey and Luke Smarra represented Montour at the PMEA
Elementary Band Festival in March.

Jazz band

Submitted by Student Writers Emily English and Josh Knapp
A jazz band is a musical ensemble that plays jazz music. Jazz
band sizes vary from band to band, depending on the conductor’s
preference. Thursday Three O’Clock Jazz Band continues to
entertain here at David E. Williams Middle School for the 20152016 school year. The jazz band is taught and directed by Drew
Podnar, director of bands at DEW. A high school mentoring team
also helps with the band as well. The team includes Mitchell
Bentley, William Cook, Matthew Cross and Nick Nazak. Podnar
says, “The instruments vary in this group from saxophones to
flutes to trumpets.”
Twenty-six students applied, auditioned and were selected by
Podnar to play in the band. They are: on flute, Ni-Ni Cucione,
Alexa Falki, Vanessa Rodgers, Niya Szymanski; on clarinet,
Haley Bischak and Nathan Del Santo; on alto saxophone, David
Campbell, Taylor Froehlich, Brendan O’Leary, Julianna Paulin,
Alex Pretka, Jack Roberts, Victoria Swearingen; on tenor
saxophone, Nick Alexander and Ben Lander; on trumpet: Zoe
Ellis, Ben MIller, Brenda Rea, Dana Wissinger; on trombone,
Patrick Dhanse, Parker Giles, Ryan Jahinski; on tuba, Adam
Anderson; on piano: Phil Juzwick; on guitar, Nick Stillwell; on
drums, Katie Liu.

Jazz band, cont.

“Following our December concert, we have another one scheduled on May 11, 2016. We also hope to add other
performances throughout the community and at Burkett Elementary School,” says Podner.
Jazz band is a great opportunity for students to learn music from varying styles and genres of music such as jazz,
swing, rock and pop that would not be learned in a normal band class. For the seventh and eighth grade Christmas
concert, the Jazz Band played a swing version of “Up on the Housetop” and an arrangement of “All About that Bass.”
In all, the Jazz Band is a fantastic ensemble full of wonderful music, and this spring is no exception.

Chromebooks accelerate middle school learning
At the beginning of March, more than 450 Chromebook laptops
were distributed to seventh and eighth grade students at David
E. Williams Middle School. The building is the second in the
district to have Chromebooks rolled out to students. A similar one
occurred at the high school in October of 2014.
“These Chromebooks have opened us up to multiple online
educational
tools which
speed up day-today operations,”
said Dominic
Salpeck,
principal of
DEW.
The
Chromebook
laptops were
given to every
Blair Schick uses one of the new Chromebooks rolled
student who filled out at David E. Williams Middle School in March.
out a permission
form for their use, according to Salpeck. They are only for use at
school and students are not allowed to take them home. Once they
graduate from eighth grade, the laptops will be stored and given to
upcoming eighth-graders.
“We’re hoping to expand them to the fifth and sixth grade
students in the coming years,” Salpeck said.
He said that the laptops are primarily used to access online
educational applications that allow students to learn at their own
pace. Teachers are beginning to make the adjustment to the new
technology in their classes.
“Everyone can kind of work at their own pace, some kids could
be watching a video while others can be working on assignments,”
said Angela Fazio of the English Language department at DEW.
“A lot of kids like to type their notes rather than write them out.”
“They help us cover a range of reading skills,” said Frank
Deutsch, who teaches in the social studies department. “We read
current events articles which they can adjust to read at their own
level.”
“There’s not as much lecturing anymore. I still incorporate some,
but it’s a lot more hands-on and independent work now,” said
James Donohue, who teaches in the science department.
The teachers also said that the use of the laptops comes naturally
to many students, as they already use similar devices at home.
“The transition to using them was all relatively smooth,”
Donohue said.
Computer classes have been taught at DEW for years,
with the intention of familiarizing students with applications
such as Google Classroom, Gmail, Google Docs and Google
Drive. Students also use the educational website IXL, which
communicates main curriculum subjects like math and English

Story by Ed Trizzino

on multiple platforms. Teachers can integrate these
programs into classes to suit their needs as well as those
of individual students.
“Research time is instant, and there are so many
resources,” Salpeck said.
Salpeck said that not every student has the immediate
skills to use the laptops but that students pick up the
skill in computer class through repeated use. The school
also has tech coaches who are available to teach students
and advise teachers on getting the most out of the new
technology. Coaches have long performed troubleshooting
and technical support at DEW, which, unlike the high
school, has not utilized a third party for IT support. Last
year, the high school began implementing a model similar
to DEW’s when it moved its own IT in-house.
“It’s almost like they’re too educated when it comes to
these things,” said Donohue, referring to students’ use of the
Chromebooks in school.
The administration has taken precautionary measures to
ensure that neither the hardware nor software of the laptops
are easily damaged. In addition to a protective case on each
device, controls ensure students don’t visit inappropriate
websites.
Salpeck said that just like any other classroom or campus
infraction, there would be consequences for any student
misusing or abusing the laptops during school time.
However, he and teachers have asserted that, as a learning
asset, the devices make many learning activities much
easier.
“There are so many educational apps out there, we’re
just now scratching the surface,” Deutsch said about
the possibilities the Chromebooks have opened up for
teaching.
Dean Straight, Austin Schaltenbrand, Brendan O’Leary and Meghan
Huntley use Chromebooks that were rolled out at David E. Williams
Middle School in March.
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DEW celebrates Kindness Week

Submitted by Student Writers Nathan Knause, Josh Knapp,
Jack Pockl, and Austin Schaltenbrand
William Arthur Ward
once said, “A warm
smile is the universal
language of kindness.”
This is what Team
Leadership Core’s
purpose was during
the second week of
February at David
E. Williams Middle
Eighth-graders Emma Dischner and Nathan
School,
where the
DelSanto won the kindest boy and girl awards for
counseling department
their grade during Kindness Week in February.
Nathan won the award all four years he was a
and TLC sponsored
student at DEW.
Kindness Week.
To kick off the week, Monday was themed “Wear Blue; Think
B 4 U Post.” Students listened to an informational presentation by
Ryan Klingensmith on cyber bullying and how it can affect their
lives. To add to that, students from every grade chose the kindest
boy and girl.
Tuesday’s theme was “It’s Cool to be Kind,” during which
students were encouraged to wear white clothing and received
wristbands bearing the slogan. Also on Wednesday, students were
encouraged to wear black to “Band against Bullying.”
Finally, to end Kindness Week, students were encouraged to
wear their favorite team jersey to “Team Up Against Bullying.”
Winners of the kindest boy and girl in each grade were: grade 5,
Daniel Porto and Kyra Segner; grade 6, Owen Jordan and Isabella
Groznik; grade 7, Luke Heidenreich and Brenda Rea; grade 8,
Nathan DelSanto and Emma Dischner. Nathan won all four years
he was a student at DEW.

DEW girls volleyball team

By Student Writer Vanessa Rodgers
During this season of Montour girls volleyball, seventh grade
coach Nicole Hall and eighth grade coach Kirsten Bunes were
committed to helping the team reach its highest potential.   
“I wanted the team to learn as many skills as possible during the
season, especially the eighth grade team members going into high
school next year,” said Hall and Bunes.
The team met in the David E. Williams Middle School gym two
to three days each week to improve upon their weaknesses and
strengthen their newfound skills. Many members of the team have
become more confident since tryouts that took place earlier in the
year. Various seventh graders were anxious about making the team
and adjusting to new coaches. Their worries were soon served out
of the court as the final 22 seventh-graders and 16 eighth-graders
were selected for the team.
By the time the team competed in their first home game against
Northgate on Feb. 19, soaring volleyballs high over the net had
almost become second nature. Coaches made sure to give a strong
pep talk before games that would embolden players.
“I’m super proud of the effort these girls gave every day, and I
can’t wait to see them in the high school,” said Hall and Bunes.
As the season comes to a close, Montour fans will be sure
to continue encouraging the team members as they fight their
weaknesses and turn them into their advantages.
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Elementary schools celebrate
International Day of Happiness

Burkett students dance in front of a happiness wall they decorated with
descriptions of things that make them happy.

In an effort to spread happiness and promote monthly character
themes at Forest Grove, students celebrated International Day
of Happiness on March 20 with a 45-minute dance party in the
gymnasium. Students in kindergarten through grade 2 danced,
sang and celebrated to songs like Pharrell’s “Happy,” The Village
People’s “YMCA” and “The Electric Slide.” By the end of the
dance party, their cheeks were rosy, their smiles were huge and
everyone in the building looked very happy.
Prior to dancing, faculty and students shared what made them
happy and wrote those things down with smiley faces to display
along the windows of the ground floor. Examples of what made
them happy include family, friends, pets and learning new things.
It’s evident that there is a lot to be happy about at Forest Grove.
At Burkett, students also celebrated the day with a dance party,
Eat-N-Park Smiley cookies and a similar happiness wall as the one
constructed at Forest Grove. The wall in the cafeteria served as a
daily reminder for things that make each student happy.

zSpace Mobile Lab visits Burkett
The zSpace Mobile
Lab is a virtual reality
classroom on wheels
that brings the world
of three-dimensional
learning right to each
student’s fingertips.
On April 7, the zSpace
Mobile Truck made
a stop at Burkett
Elementary, where
Burkett students use monitors that create interactive
fourth graders got to
3D images during a visit by the zSpace Mobile Lab on
dive right into a beating April 7.
heart, design a threedimensional roller coaster, manipulate a landscape scene, dissect a
motor into all of its functional parts, and so much more.
This zSpace virtual world allows users to move, manipulate
and change all parts of a three-dimensional object using a unique
combination of high definition stereopsis, integrated head tracking
with full motion parallax, and a precision interactive stylus.
As students were working at their stations, comments were
overheard such as, “This is the best day ever,” and, “I never want
to leave this space.” Students were completely engaged in learning
and very open to the possibility that the technology may one day
be the norm in their classrooms.

Burkett students of the month for February and March
Burkett third-graders Adam Almadbouh and Alexis
Lewis, along with fourth-graders Shelby Matt and
Louis Mariano, were named students of the month for
February.
Third-graders Derek Lugaila and Casey Boyle, along
with fourth-graders Maddox Tarquinio and Peja Cruise,
were named Burkett’s students of the month for March.
ABOVE: Burkett students of the
Burkett students of the month are chosen for:
month for February were Adam
exhibiting appropriate behavior, performing random Almadbouh, Alexis Lewis, Shelby
Matt and Louis Mariano.
acts of kindness, demonstrating improvement in
RIGHT: Students of the month for
academic areas and exhibiting self control. It can
March were Derek Lugaila, Casey
also recognize a deserving student with a quiet
Boyle, Maddox Tarquinio and Peja
Cruise.
disposition.

Robinson K9 unit visits Burkett

This school
year, thirdgraders at
Burkett have
been reading
the book “Aero
and Officer
Mike.” The
text came
Robinson Township police officer Frank Ryan lets thirdalive when
graders at Burkett pet Sarik, the township’s police dog.
students were
visited by Robinson Township police officer Frank Ryan and the
department’s police dog, Sarik.
During the visit, Ryan spoke to students about what it’s like to
work with a police dog. Students got to hear about a typical day
in the life of a K9 unit. Sarik’s special equipment, including a
bulletproof harness, was passed around to give the third-graders
a closer look. They were eager to learn about some of the arrests
Sarik has made and were full of questions.
At the end of the assembly, Ryan let students pet Sarik as he
made a grand exit. Third-graders enjoyed connecting their reading
story with the real-life experience.

Officer Phil visits Forest Grove

On March 23,
Mike Eakins of the
Officer Phil Program
and officer Shane
McGrath from the
Scott Township
Police Department
visited Forest Grove
Elementary to teach
students about safety. Shane McGrath from the Scott Township
Police Department gives a demonstration
They discussed a
with the department’s police dog, Lord, to
broad variety of topics, Forest Grove students.
including stranger
danger, Internet safety, bullying, gun safety, drugs and
speaking up when witnessing something wrong. Eakins,
who goes by Officer Phil while presenting his program, used
magic and games to engage students, along with a puppet
named Buddy the Bulldog, which he used to talk about
“being a buddy, not a bully.”
McGrath discussed the role of his K9 animal, Lord, and
demonstrated how Lord can track a scent to find a lost child
or sniff out drugs.

Burkett Elementary jumps for the American Heart Association
On March 31, 86 students at Burkett participated in a jump-a-thon to benefit the American Heart
Association. Students enjoyed 20 minutes of activities that included jump rope, double Dutch and
skip-it.
Together, Burkett third- and fourth-graders raised a total of $6,285. The top fundraisers were
Anthony Esposito, with $1,190, Tyler Gabrielli, with $335, and Arianna Strimel, with $270.

Forest Grove elementary science fair a real “hit”
Forest Grove and Burkett students hit a home run in science by participating in the
Montour Elementary Science Fair on April 1. Kindergarten through fourth grade students
performed a science experiment at home, collected data and created backboards to
display their results.
The night of the science fair, over 100 students presented their projects. Many won
auction prizes and participated in family-centered activities designed by the Carnegie
Science Center. This year’s theme, “Grand Slam Science,” proved to be a real “hit.”
Leading up to the fair, students from both buildings were treated to a Carnegie Science
Center: Science on the Road assembly that focused on the science behind America’s
favorite pastime: baseball. Montour’s young scientists and their families stepped up to Megan DeLuca, Gwen Benton and
Madeline Caley interact with an exhibit
the plate and participated in nine “innings” of interactive activities.
by the Carnegie Science Center on
The night turned out to be a smashing success, thanks to the Montour Elementary
baseballs.
PTA, staff members and volunteers.
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Kindergarten students
take a trip back in time at Old Economy Village

Forest Grove kindergarten students spent a day
in April learning about history at the living history
museum Old Economy Village in Ambridge.
There, students interacted with historical
reenactors who taught them about life in the town
during the 19th century.
Old Economy Village is on the U.S. National
Register of Historic Places and designated a
U.S. National Historic Landmark District. It is
Forest Grove kindergarten students visit the
run by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum schoolhouse at Old Economy Village.
Commission. In the 19th century, members of the
Harmony Society settled there. Founded in the 18th century, the society is regarded as one of the
most successful religious communal groups of the 19th century.
During the visit, students participated in a 19th century spelling lesson in an old school house
by using slate boards to write spelling words. At the country kitchen, they practiced churning
butter and grinding coffee. They also visited a store and, at the baker house, learned about the
origin of the phrase, “Sleep tight, don’t let the bed bugs bite.” Students even practiced milking a
cow in a barn, washing laundry on a washboard and baking bread in a coal-fired oven.
As students ate their lunch in the Feast Hall at the close of the field trip, they discussed how
much fun everything had been, but how happy they would be to once again have iPads and
electricity once they returned home.

Spartan Athletics News

Two more senior athletes commit to colleges
Cecelia Esposito and Abigail Vietmeier have both
announced their decisions to continue their athletic
careers in college.
Esposito has decided to attend St. Francis University
on a volleyball scholarship. She was named an allsection player her senior, junior and sophomore years.
She was also named an all-state selection, a WPIAL
all-star, and a member of the all-MAC tournament
team. Her Montour squad won back-to-back section
titles her junior and senior seasons.
Vietmeier will attend Mercyhurst University on a
golf scholarship this fall. Vietmeier was a four-year
letter winner on the golf team. She also earned a 4.3
GPA, won the KDKA Extra Effort Award and lettered
on the varsity basketball team. A staple at many school
activities, Vietmeier was named player of the year in
2014 by the Tri-State PGA for her age group.

Abigail Vietmeier signs with Mercyhurst.

MAC conference recognizes
two of Montour’s finest

Zack Jablonski and Julia DiSalle were both
named this year’s MAC athletic conference
student spotlight award representatives for
Montour. Zack is a three-year letter winner in
football and is the first Montour wrestler to
medal at the PIAA wrestling championships. He
did so his junior and senior years. He carries a
3.8 GPA and will be attending Dayton University
in the fall.
Julia is a 4.0 GPA student and has achieved
athletic excellence in soccer, basketball
and bowling. She will be attending Gannon
University in the fall.

Cecelia Esposito signs with St. Francis.
Zack Jablonski and Julia DiSalle with their awards.

EdTech Summit featuring Google apps and tools coming June 7-8

Montour will be hosting a two-day, high-intensity event June 7 and 8 that teaches educators how to deploy,
integrate and use Google apps and tools for educational purposes across grade levels. The program will feature
Google for Education Innovative Educators, Google for Education Certified Trainers, practicing administrators and
other solution providers. For more, and to register, visit pa.gafesummit.com/western.

Summer STEAM Camp returns, June 20-24; register by May 27!
Last summer, Montour held its first-ever Summer STEAM Camp. Made possible by a grant through The Sprout Fund,
the camp introduced students to potential career paths during five half-days of fun, hands-on activities. Campers studied
everything from DNA analysis, to forensics, to architecture. Montour’s Summer STEAM camp returns this summer with an
even more robust lineup of course offerings.
Glass Mosaics (grades 4-12)

In celebration of Pittsburgh’s bicentennial,
campers will work collaboratively to create
a mosaic of iconic symbols found around
Pittsburgh. The mosaics will be displayed
around the city.

Robotics and Drones (grades 3-5)

Students will gain an introduction to the
construction and programming of robotics by
utilizing Lego WeDo kits and various other
remote-controlled objects, including cars and
drones. The course centers on a Kennywood
theme, with Lego builds of a Ferris wheel,
carousel, carnival game swing ride and a
car race. Students will work collaboratively
to design, build and program projects. The
Kennedy Township VFD will also give a drone
demonstration and explain how drones can save
lives.

Foods Around Pittsburgh
(grades 6-12)

Traditional Pittsburgh foods reflect the city’s
multicultural heritage. In this camp, students
will learn the history, culture, chemistry and
nutritional value of foods while learning how to
cook and, of course, sample them! Those will
food allergies are strongly discouraged from
participating in this course.

Media Broadcasting (grades 5-12)

Campers will learn about media broadcasting
and produce a live radio show with the Montour
channel on Saturday Light Brigade.

Shark Tank (grades 5-10)

Campers will follow the engineering design
process to bring their personal inventions to
life! Campers will design and create a prototype
of their inventions using a 3D printer or laser
engraver before pitching their inventions to a
panel of judges.

Turbo Racers (grades 6-12)

Participants will learn the basic functions
of Autodesk Inventor so they can draw and
produce a matchbox-size racecar on a 3D
printer. Participants will race their cars against
each other to determine the fastest design.

Coding / App Design (grades 3-8)
Campers will develop their computer
programming skills and create their own apps
and tablet games using Bitsbox and Scratch.

Destination Mars –
The Next Giant Leap for Mankind
(grades 5-8)

Ever thought about taking a trip to Mars?
Could humans actually live there? Learn about
NASA’s plans to create a colony on Mars in the
year 2025. In this camp, you will be conducting
experiments to learn what it will take to actually
be able to sustain a habitable colony on Mars.

Minecraft (grades 3-6)

Work collaboratively to solve fun and
rewarding challenges by engineering new
“worlds” of Pittsburgh. Combining knowledge
of subjects from engineering, math and physics,
to history and language arts, there is no limit
to what students can learn in the game, and
no limit to how the game can extend learning
through these challenges. Students will also
design Montour’s new elementary school using
Minecraft.

Roller Coaster, Incline and Pulley
System / Bridge and Boat Making
(grades K-2)

Campers will design and build a working
replica of a roller coaster. They will also explore
Pittsburgh’s inclines and pulley systems that
make these amazing feats possible. Additionally,
campers will design and build their own boats
to demonstrate their understanding of the effects
of buoyancy and water displacement. Lastly,
campers will make bridges and test the strength
of their completed structure to see how their
creations stand up against the forces of nature
and stress of weight.

Digital Petting Zoo / Power
of Prosthetics (grades 5-12)

In this course, students will get a
fun introduction to programming and
engineering. Campers will work in
teams to create and program robotic
creatures that they can pet, talk to, or
dance with using Hummingbird and
Arduino robotics. Students will also
follow the engineering design process as
they work together to engineer solutions
to biomedical engineering challenges.
Campers will learn about real-life
examples of prosthetic devices for
animals. Finally, students will engineer
a prosthetic model leg for an elephant, a
prosthetic model beak for an eagle, and a
prosthetic model tail for a fish.

Learn from Your Peers
(grades 2-4)

Students will learn about the design
process and experience part of the
Burkett STEAM Lab by creating projects
with littlebits, K’Nex and Keva Planks.
They will also produce a green screen
video about their experience using
TouchCast. Under teacher supervision,
students will be the main facilitators of
this course.

Digital Graphic Design
(grades 4-12)

Digital graphic design camp will allow
students to learn how to use tools within
Adobe Photoshop. Students will also
be introduced to screen printing and
custom t-shirt design. Lastly, students
will have the opportunity to use
laser engravers and CNC-controlled
machines to make custom projects.

Lego Architecture
(grades 2-12)

Students will learn advanced Lego
building techniques, as well as
concepts of architecture and design
while constructing a huge replica of
the Clemente Bridge in downtown
Pittsburgh. Builders will also have
an opportunity to make Lego
mosaics, design a playground
for the new elementary school
and participate in many fun
building contests.
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