OAK GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

1771 Hoy Long Road Winston Salem, NC 27107

GRIZZLY DEN NEWS
Parent Newsletter

Thank you for making a difference in your child’s education.

Spring 2018
Dates to Remember

BE HERE!!!

April 27 - Spring Pictures
May 15 – Last day to preorder Yearbooks online
May 15 - Athletic Banquet @ 6:00 p.m. in Gym
May 17 - Spring Chorus Concert

Being in school all day, every day, helps your child get the
most out of middle school. Encourage good attendance with
these ideas:
- Point out that there is no substitute for being in class. Your

May 22 - Spring Band Concert
May 25 - NCFE Exam Science for Grades 6 & 7,
Science EOG for Grade 8
May 30 - Reading EOG—Grades 6, 7, & 8
May 31 - Math EOG for Grades 6, 7, & 8, Math 1
EOC for Grade 8

youngster needs to be present to hear teachers explain
concepts, to participate in group projects and class
discussions, and to ask questions.
- Schedule doctor, dentist, and orthodontist appointments for
before or after school hours whenever possible. If you can’t,

June 4 - CTE Post Assessments

try to arrange them for lunchtime.

June 5 - NCFE Social Studies Grades 6, 7, & 8

- It will be easier for your child to get up on time for school if

June 6 - 6th Grade Awards Assembly in Gym at
8:30 a.m.
June 7 - 7th Grade Awards Assembly in Gym at
8:30 a.m.
June 8 - 8th Grade Awards Assembly in Gym at
8:30 a.m. / Last Day of School

he has at least nine hours of sleep. Set a reasonable bedtime,
and make sure he puts away electronic devices so he isn’t
tempted to stay awake to read messages or play games.

Proctors Needed
End of Grade Testing will be here soon. We are in need of volunteers to
help proctor. If you would be willing to share your time, please contact
the school to sign up for a date and time.

Keep up-to-date on all events @ https://ogms.davidson.k12.nc.us/

At a glance during OGMS’s 4th quarter….
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Help your child prepare for this final quarter. The following info provides
an overview of what will be happening in their classrooms.
6th Grade
Social Studies:
Middle Ages, Vikings, Mayans, Aztecs and Incas, Geography. Study notes daily.
Math:
Equations, expressions, and statistics. Study Interactive Student Notebook (ISN) nightly to take standards review
seriously by solving problems with perseverance. Have Math talks with your students.
Science:
Earth, Moon, and Space. Check classroom websites for our units. As well as Review pages on website. ISN needs
to be studied nightly.
ELA:
Poetry and Standards Review. READ in order to build stamina and endurance.

“The secret to getting ahead is getting started.”
7th Grade
Social Studies:
Students will learn the impact of WWII, Cold War, Korean War, Vietnam War, Globalization and Financial Literacy. Yes, your
child needs to know how personal financial decision-making impacts quality of life (e.g. credit, savings, investing, borrowing
and giving). We will continue to complete Flashback Friday reviews for homework to prepare for the NC Final Exam.

Math:
Finishing 3-D Geometry - Surface Area, Volume, and Cross-Sections of Prisms
Probability - Experimental Probability, Theoretical Probability, Compound Probability, Tree Diagrams, Independent and
Dependent Probability
Statistics - Mean, Median, Mode, and Range and comparing these numbers for 2 or more sets of data, Mean Absolute
Deviation (M.A.D.)
1) Take the Average of a set of numbers,
2) Subtract that average from each number to get the distance each data point is from the average.
3) Finally, take the average of each of the answers from #2.
Box and Whisker Plots

Science:
Students will learn about simple machines, Newton's Laws of physics, forces, energy conservation and review for the final
exam. To help your child with these standards you may view videos on Brainpop, slides and other materials that may be found
in the Google Classroom and/or our websites. We will continue our Throwback Thursday review assignments to help prepare
students for the NC Final Exam. Encourage your child to complete these assignments on time to ensure they understand the
material that will best prepare them for their final exam.

ELA:
Students will study Figurative Language and turn our focus to poetry. We will also begin to review for the End of Grade
Reading Test. We will end the year with student selected reading in Literature Circles.

“Every kid is one caring adult away from being a success
story.”
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Social Studies
Eighth grade students will venture into the modern era with our study of the Great Depression, WWII, Cold
War, Korea and Vietnam, Civil Rights Movement, and a by decade study of America’s progression toward the
21st century. Financial Literacy will also be a major element of study toward the end of the year. Teachers will
also begin reviewing key concepts in preparation for the final exam. Please check your child’s Social Studies
Google classroom for updates on homework, study guides, quizzes, and tests.
Math
Math 8 classes just finished up learning about Scientific Notation. We will then proceed into Geometry
standards, Pythagorean theorem and Volume of Cylinders, Cones and Spheres. Math 1 classes are into
Quadratic Functions and Statistics.
Science
We are now studying Energy Transfer and Conservation. Biotechnology, Geological Time, Microbiology,
Evolution and Adaptation will be studied next quarter. Students will be preparing for the 8th Grade Science
EOG. Please continue to monitor your student’s Google Classroom for work and review materials for EOGs.
ELA:
Students will study Poetry as well as review Non-Fiction components. We will read one last novel to build
stamina. We will review for the End of Grade Test.

Student Services
The Counselors and Social Worker are available to students and parents to discuss any needs or concerns they
might have. We have met with all grades on topics such as bullying, social relationships including friendship
skills and how to access Student Services with self-concerns or if they are worried about others. In March and
April, a representative from the College Foundation of North Carolina will be on campus to meet with all eighth
graders. She will be helping them to set up their CFNC account to apply for and access college information.
The Counselors will meet with all students to help them get ready for the EOG. Test-taking tips will be
provided. In addition, career interest inventories will be discussed so that students in sixth and seventh grades
can start thinking about career choices.

ENCORE
Chorus & General Music (Hayek)
6th grade General Music: In third quarter, 6th graders have focused on rhythmic literacy and composition, ancient music
(tied to SS curriculum), vocal health, and the basics of vocal technique. In 4th quarter, 6th grade will explore different
musical historical periods and styles including Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Broadway, and modern Pop. They will also
th
th
practice musical response and contextual relevance with these topics. 7 & 8 grade Chorus: OGMS Chorus has spent
the last few months working toward the major goal of MPA (Music Performance Adjudication) to sing and sight read for
judges. While working on this goal, we have focused on music literacy, healthy tone production, expressive singing, and
aural evaluation skills. In 4th quarter, students will prepare for high-energy concert at the end of May. They will learn how
to adjust “solo” songs for choral singing, learn about the history and stylistic elements of pop/rock music 1950’s to today,
and practice confident performing habits. After the concert, students will evaluate and reflect on their performance.
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Art (Carr)
6th grade: This semester students have learned and demonstrated their growing knowledge
of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design. Students are currently working on black
figure vases based from Greek Art (tied with SS curriculum) and Greek landscapes.
7th grade: Students have started off this semester recapping art terms and principles but
really focus on using tools and techniques properly. They are currently studying Pop Art artist
such as Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol and focusing on how to make their art stand out!
8th grade: This semester this grade has really had to think critically and learns to focus on
dissecting their artwork to fully understand the “big picture.” High school is around the corner
and those wanting to take art in the future are buckling down and creating pieces they may
keep for their portfolios. Students have worked on zentangle animal portraits and our
currently working on Van Gogh landscapes that will decorate the hospitality room for
Robo Davidson.
Band (Larsen)
The Oak Grove Middle School Band Program will be hosting their Spring Concert
on Tuesday, May 22nd in the Oak Grove High School Auditorium. The 6th Grade Beginning
Band will be performing at 6:00 PM, followed by the 7th Grade Concert Band and 8th Grade
Symphonic Band at 7:00 PM. Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for seniors and middle/high school
students, and FREE for children in elementary school or younger. Come and support these
hardworking musicians as they perform their last concert of the year!
Family & Consumer Science (Norman)
Students have been learning about kitchen safety, food preparation terms/tools and how to
follow a recipe. We have already made some tasty snacks! 6th graders have also learned
about interests and values and how understanding our interest and values can help them
determine careers best suited for them. 7th and 8th graders have been focusing on
understanding interpersonal relationships & communication and how that impacts friendships
& the family unit. During the fourth quarter, 6th graders will learn about career clusters and
how to fill out job applications and be successful during job interviews. 7th and 8th graders
will learn how to care for infants, toddlers and school-age children. 8th graders will also
have an opportunity to attend a Spring Career Fair in April.
STEM (Johnson)
6th grade & 7th graders: Our sixth and seventh graders made a smooth transition from first
semester to second semester. They began learning about the steps of the engineering
design process and participated at two of the PITSCO modules where they learned about
various engineering careers through hands on experiments and challenging activities. During
the fourth quarter they will build on those skills while adding how to transform resources from
raw materials to production to consumers. They will also have two more opportunities to
work at the PITSCO modules during the fourth quarter. 8th grade: They had a great third
quarter in the STEM lab. Our focus for fourth quarter will be demonstrating the steps of the
engineering design process through designing, differentiating between criteria and
constraints, creating a product or system that solves a problem, and choosing two additional
PITSCO modules to complete. We will also complete the marshmallow challenge, which is
always fun but challenging!
Business Education (Todd)
Edmodo is available for keeping students and parents informed and engaged. Once students
have created an account and joined my group, it is time for parents to get started on
Edmodo. This feature is available to all grade levels.
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