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December Worship & Service Opportunities!
December continues our Advent preparation as we get ready for
Christmas joy and celebration! Our Sunday Sermon Series is “The
Reason for the Season” and our midweek series is “Come, Lord Jesus
Come!.” Here is a brief summary of our December Worship and
Service Opportunities:
December 4th—Second Sunday of Advent
8:15 (C), 10:50 (C), and 11:00 a.m.
December 7th—Second Midweek Advent Service
Noon (C) and 6:30 pm
December 11th—Third Sunday of Advent
Carols & Bells at 8:15 & 10:50 a.m.
Modern Worship at 11:00 a.m. (C)
Homebound Christmas Caroling at 2:30 p.m.
December 14th—Third Midweek Advent Service
Noon (C) and 6:30 p.m. (School Christmas Program)
December 18th—Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:15 (C), 10:50 (C), and 11:00 a.m.
Homeless Christmas Dinner 12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
December 24th—Christmas Eve Pageant Worship - 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
December 25th—Christmas Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m. (C)
December 31st—New Year’s Eve Worship - 6:30 p.m. (C)
January 1st—New Year’s Day Worship - 9:30 a.m. (C)
May all our worship and service praise our great God, the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit as we share the saving love of Christ with all
people now. Amen.

Trinity Christmas
Dinner for the
Homeless
Trinity’s Christmas Dinner
for the Homeless will be held on
December 18. Doors will open
for guests at 12:30 p.m.
You can help by donating
Shoebox Gifts or desserts and/or
by volunteering at the dinner.

Poinsettia Donations
We have ordered small (6 in.) poinsettias ($8.50)
to adorn our worship areas on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. If you are interested in donating
a plant(s) which may be taken home with you
after the Christmas Day service, please contact
Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 or pschroeder@
trinitydt.org with the number you would like to
purchase and the dedication you would like printed
in the Christmas Eve and Day service folders. There
is no limit on the number of poinsettias you can order.
Deadline to order poinsettias and have dedication included
in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Service Folders is December 14.

Shoebox gift suggestions:
* Toothpaste and toothbrush
* Lotion
* Deodorant
* Chapstick
* Body wash
* Bar soap
* Shampoo
* Hand sanitizer
* Handi-wipes
* Gloves
* Ear muffs or knit hat
* Socks
* Nail clippers
* Comb or brush
* Facial tissues
* Gift card (recommend $10$20 to Kroger, Walmart,
Walgreens, McDonalds, or
Chick-fil-A)
* Snacks or candy

For more information, contact
Rachel Calafell at rachel.calafell@
gmail.com or 832-389-8998
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Bring your bells! - all kinds of bells: big bells, little bells, tinkling bells, great
clanging bells - and come sing and ring as we celebrate the upcoming birth of
our Savior at Carols and Bells on Sunday, December 11 at the 8:15 and 10:50
a.m. worship services. Your bells will join in with the music making of the Trinity
Handbells, Trinity Brass, Trinity Choir, and our own Trinity congregation as we
sing the carols of Christmas and have an opportunity to hear special thoughts
from some characters who witnessed the Christmas miracle.
After worship, join us for coffee, wassail and Christmas cookies in the Foyer.
And, if you forget your bell, don’t worry, we’ll provide one for you!

Houston Lutheran Chorale Christmas Concerts
December 3rd and 4th
The Houston Lutheran Chorale invites you to join in the celebration of their
32 Christmas Concert, “A Star…..A Manger….A Promise,” on Saturday,
December 3, 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 4, 4:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Downtown. Come listen, sing, and enjoy the familiar sounds of the
season. A beautiful Christmas medley of carols in Susa’s Christmas Garland,
favorite traditional carols including Still, Still, Still, O Holy Night and many
more will be part of the celebration. Let us inspire and prepare you for the
coming of our Lord!
No tickets or reservations are required.
nd
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Celebrating the Real Meaning of Christmas
Entering the grocery store a couple of months ago,
I was taken back by several large displays near the
checkouts and exits. There, nestled in between the
bins of Halloween candy and treats, were stacks of
boxed Christmas chocolates and stocking stuffers.
The Christmas season had begun and it wasn’t
even October!

It seems that the gap between Christmas and the
rest of the year is getting shorter. The eagerness to get
a jump start on holiday cheer is purely practical from
a retailer’s point of view. Department Stores typically
make more than half of their yearly sales during these
few short weeks. Shopping has become a substantial
part of the Christmas tradition.

Christmas is and should be so much more than
what we buy. Gifts are fun to give and receive, but they are only symbolic of a much greater gift:

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
The love of God came down to earth - now that is something to celebrate!

It is easy to become overwhelmed by the busyness of Christmas but that doesn’t mean we have to lose track
of the significance of this time of year or miss out on the opportunities it can present. Here are a few ways to
incorporate the real meaning of Christmas into your family’s holiday:
Glory to God in the Highest - The Houston Lutheran Chorale will be having their annual Christmas concerts
on December 3rd and 4th at Trinity. You don’t have to be a musician to celebrate the birth of the Savior through
Christmas carols. On December 11th Trinity will be having their annual Carols & Bells during the Sanctuary
Services and Homebound Christmas Caroling in the afternoon.
Good Will Toward Men - Gift giving is a wonderful way to reflect to each other God’s love for us, especially
when we give of our “time” to those in need. You might volunteer to pack toys and food at your local food shelter
or on December 18th you can help serve the Homeless Christmas Dinner at Trinity.

Good News of Great Joy - There is no greater gift you can give those who have not yet met the Lord than
to share with them the good news of the real Christmas. Invite your loved ones or your neighbors to church
with you. Include a brochure inviting them to a special Christmas Eve service or play with your holiday baking!
Enjoy all the good things Christmas has to offer this year as you celebrate the real reason for the season:
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11.

God of all gifts, we thank You for the many ways You have blessed us. We thank You, God, for the
wonderful gift of Your Son, Jesus, as we celebrate His birthday. With our gratitude and love, we remember
Your humble birth into our lives and pray for those who are without enough to eat. We remember the
stable in which You were born and pray for those who have no place to live. We remember Your challenging
message of caring and giving and we pray for peace in families and nations throughout the world. Help
us to remember Him as we give and receive gifts, taking time to pray for each person and for those who
have nothing. May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill our
lives and become a part of all that we say and do. Amen.
							Linda Gray, Stephen Minister
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“A Night on Broadway”
Trinity Lutheran School Gala and Auction
On
Saturday,
February
18, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. Trinity
Lutheran School will hold its
Gala and Auction, “A Night on
Broadway” at the Pelazzio. We
hope you’ll join us in making
this year’s auction the most
successful yet!
For those who supported us
in the past, we want to thank you
and we hope you will continue
to support us this year for yet
another successful Gala.
Trinity Lutheran School is
a private, Christian school that
offers learning opportunities for
infants through 8th grade. Our
mission is to inspire and empower students with a Christ-centered education. Through dynamic instruction in all
academic areas, we will help our students develop their God-given talents.
Your contributions will help ensure Trinity Lutheran School’s continuing success. Specifically, the funds
raised will go toward the following goals:
•
•

•

Empower our teachers (including our enrichment teachers) by providing each class, infants through 8th
grade, a discretionary spending resource of $750. Teachers will use these funds to tailor and improve
their lessons and classrooms each year.

Enable our school and extended care programs to instill confidence, spark curiosity, and provide comfort
to our students by funding upgraded playground areas that will enrich pre-school, afterschool, and
summer programs. The Gala funds will also be used to kick-start the fundraising to completely renovate
our playground area as sufficient funding occurs.

Enable our school to continue to enrich the lives of our students by keeping up with the latest technology.

To help us ensure the continued success of Trinity Lutheran School, please consider being a Gala sponsor
or contributing an item to our auction. We are looking for auction items that will create interest, excitement and
excellent bids. We would love to give away a trip to New York City and would like to have a donation for a two
or three night stay in a hotel in NYC. Sponsors and auction items will be featured in the event’s program and
will be described on displays at the event, offering maximum exposure for your goods and services. If you are
willing to sponsor, donate, or help Trinity’s “A Night on Broadway” Gala, please contact alatham@trinitydt.org
or ksmits@trinitydt.org.
Finally, we need your presence and your prayers. Please plan on attending the Gala on Saturday, February
18, 2017 at the Pelazzio and keep this endeavor in your daily prayers. If you’d like more information, please
email us at alatham@trinitydt.org or ksmits@trinitydt.org. The Lord has great things in store for Trinity, and
we’re glad to be part of it. We hope that you will join us! Thank you for your consideration and support.
Sincerely,

Antoinette Latham and Kristin Smits
Gala Auction Chairs 2017
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Water Water Everywhere for the PEP Club
The PEP Club spent Wednesday, October 26, focused on water.
They first visited the Houston Waterworks Educational Center in
Northeast Harris County to learn about Houston’s drinking water
sources, treatment, and long-range infrastructure plans. Jerrel Geisler
held our attention with his vast knowledge of the system and provided
a detailed, yet easy to follow, lecture and walking tour.
The group then dined at Zammitti’s Italian Patio overlooking Lake
Houston.
Did you know?
• The earth’s water is 97% salt water, 2% frozen (glacier and
polar caps), and less than 1% usable (agriculture and drinking).
Although fresh water, the frozen supply must not be tapped for
drinking water because it is essential in regulating the earth’s
climate.
• The Houston area first began seeing subsidence (soil shrinkage)
in 1926 from use of wells to supply drinking water, and from
other underground fluid withdrawal such as oil. In 100 years, the
Patio at Zammitti’s
elevation in the east near Baytown dropped by 10 feet. In Jersey
Village it is at 7 feet and continuing because drinking
water is still sourced from wells until infrastructure is
built or the northwest area receives “water by pipe.”
• Houston proper receives its drinking water from 3 area
lakes – Lake Houston, Lake Conroe, and Lake Livingston.
• Unless your bottled water states specifically it is “spring
water” it is almost certainly sourced from a municipal
water supply.
• The Northeast Treatment Plant (one of 3 in Houston)
pumps 120 million gallons of untreated water out of Lake
Houston every 24 hours. This is equal to 6,000 swimming
pools a day.
• The top 5 water pollution offenders are: 1) storm drain
clutter like plastic bags; 2) household hazardous waste
such as batteries and caustic cleansers; 3) yard debris
including fertilizer, pesticides, and clippings; 4) failing
Jerrel Geisler leads the group through the pipeline
septic systems; and 5) motor oil disposed through the
tunnel to explain the treatment process.
storm drain and cooking grease poured down kitchen
sinks.
• It takes 10-20 years for a plastic shopping bag to break down if discarded into the waterways, 400 years
for plastic containers and 1000 years or more for glass bottles.
BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
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Kevin Juergen.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
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713.827.8664
713.868.4813
281.799.9600
713.861.4046

When Medication and Alcohol Don’ t Mix
Combining the two occurs often, but it can be risky.

Holiday party time is fast approaching, which means you may be more likely to have an alcoholic beverage
or two on different occasions. WARNING: If you take prescription or over-the-counter drugs, that combination
can be dangerous.
More than 100 medications can interact with wine, beer, and hard liquor, triggering problems ranging from
bothersome (nausea and headaches) to life threatening, like internal bleeding, difficulty breathing and
cardiovascular symptoms.
Many individuals regularly combine alcohol and drugs. According to the National Institutes of Health,
which looked at the drinking and medication patterns of 26,000 adults, 42 percent of those who drank also took
medication that could interact with alcohol.
Alarmingly, almost 80% of people 65 or older, who imbibed, combined alcohol with dangerous drugs.
As we all know, aging slows the body’s ability to break down alcohol, so it stays in the system longer. Older
adults are more likely to take one or more medications, multiplying the risk of interactions.
Those interactions can cause the alcohol to have a greater effect, increase the risk of side effects or make the
medications too powerful, says Aaron White, Ph.D., co-author of the study and scientific adviser to the director
of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism.
With some drugs, even one drink can pose hazards. You may also need to abstain from alcohol a day
before or after taking certain drugs. So, if you drink, talk with your physician or pharmacist and read the drug
information that comes with the prescription or the information on the over-the-counter bottle before taking any
drug, especially those that are listed in the information. Below is a list of medications that can cause problems
when taken with alcohol.
Dangerous with a Drink

Medication

Increased Risk

Anti-anxiety drugs such as alprazolam (Xanax), diazepam (Valium), & lorazepam
(Ativan)

Dizziness, drowsiness, increased risk of overdose, slowed or difficult breathing

Antihistamines such as brompheniramine (Dimetapp), cetrizine (Zyrtec),
Chloropheniramine & diphenhydramine (Benadryl Allergy, Sominex)

Dizziness, drowsiness, increased risk of overdose

Antibiotics such as azithromcin (Zithromax), doxcycline (Vibramycin), erythromycin,
metronidizole (Flagyl)

Nausea, vomiting & flushing (with azithromycin & metroniazole, reduced efficacy
(doxycycline), increased alcohol intoxication (with erythromycin)

Blood pressure drugs, such as catopril (Capoten), felodipine (Plendil), nifedipine, &
diuretics, such as hydrochlorothiazide

Dizziness, drowsiness, fainting, heart problems, such as arrhythmia

Blood thinners (anticoagulants) such as warfarin (Coumadin)

Internal bleeding (with occasional drinking), blood clots, stroke, & heart attack (with
heavier drinking)

Cholesterol drugs statins such as astorvastatin (Lipitor) & simvastatin (Zocor)

Liver damage

Muscle relaxants, such as (carisopodol) (Soma) &
Cyclobenzaprine (Flexeril)

Dizziness, drowsiness, increased risk of seizures, increased risk of overdose, &
slowed or difficult breathing.

Opiod pain relievers, such as hydrocodone/acetominophen (Vicodin), meperidine
(Demerol), morphine (Kadian), & oxycodone/acetominophen (Percoset)

Dizziness, drowsiness, increased risk of seizures, increased risk of overdose, slowed
or difficult breathing.

Over-the-counter (OTC) pain relievers, such as nonsteroidal anti-inflammatories such
as aspirin, ibuprofen (Advil, Motrin IB & naproxen (Aleve), & acetominophen (Tylenol)

Internal bleeding and ulcers (with NSAIDS), liver damage (with acetominophen).

Sleep drugs, such as eszopiclone (Lunesta), zaleplon (Sonata), & zolpidem
(Ambien).

Excessive sedation, slowed or difficult breathing, increased risk of unexpected
nighttime behavior

Source: “Consumer Reports On Health”, November, 2016

May the celebration of the gift of our Savior, Jesus Christ, from our Heavenly Father not only be a part of our
lives during this season, but in every day of our lives!
								Julie Bertrand, R.N.
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We Declare Your Mighty Acts - Year Two Review
One generation shall declare your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. Psalm 145:4
Journey to Date

Two years into the Mighty Acts capital campaign much has been accomplished
thanks to the faithful efforts of Trinity’s members.
We built on the success of major year one projects. In 2015, the Mohnke Family
Carillon was refurbished and enhanced. The bells make a daily declaration to the
neighborhood around us as the quarter hours are rung and hymns are played. A
new annual tradition was begun with Carla Barrows playing carillon concerts
each of the last two summers, as we all sat outside in the parking lot enjoying
sausage on a stick and ice cream and listening to the beautiful music.
Also in 2015, our organ was removed down to the bare walls,
cleaned, repaired, enhanced, and reinstalled in time for Christmas Eve
services. As we now have one of the top organs in Houston, in 2016 we
began a new Trinity Concert Series to share this beautiful instrument with
the city. In April Rice
University’s Ken Cowan played a stunning dedicatory organ recital, and in October we thoroughly enjoyed
the original silent film Phantom of the Opera with live organ accompaniment by America’s premiere theatre
organist, Walt Strony. Additional concerts are already planned for 2017.
Due to the generous gift to Trinity from the Irene Zoch estate of $540,000 in 2016, a tithe of $54,000 went
to Mighty Acts for mission outreach, divided between the Harms-Behnken Fund, the seminary in St. Louis for
supporting the training of new pastors, and the Texas District.
We continued to have milestone celebrations (cake balls!) along the way as we’ve been blessed to meet and
exceed all of the interim milestones for the campaign to date. At our most recent event, we celebrated that the
July 31 goal of $1,000,000 was surpassed with a total of $1,041,975. Importantly, we have been able to continue
to meet our monthly mortgage obligations for our Education Center, housing our early childhood center and K-8
school, and site of many events.

Where We’re Going

Our next interim goal is to reach $1,235,000 by December 31, 2016. On our annual Commitment Sunday, held
this year on October 30, we included a Mighty Acts Commitment/Recommitment card along with the General
Fund Commitment card. The card was designed to assist with planning efforts for the final year of the campaign.
It is still the goal of the Mighty Acts campaign to go beyond the minimum monthly mortgage payments and pay
down the principal over the final year of this three-year effort. We will report on the recommitment results in a
future article, as well as new interim goals leading up to the end of this campaign in November 2017.
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We continue to be profoundly grateful to the
members of Trinity congregation for the faithful support
of the goals of the Mighty Acts capital campaign, and the
commitment to declare God’s mighty acts to the world!

Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is
the purpose of the Lord that will stand. Proverbs 19:21

Parents Night Out
Friday, December 9, 2016 - 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Hello parents, do you need an evening, without kids? Maybe get some personal
errands done. Meet up with friends that you haven’t seen in a while. Or just do
some shopping, or watch a movie without cartoon characters.
Well, look no further than Trinity Lutheran School. We will be offering a
monthly parent night out. Our parent night out will be the second Friday of each
month. It will be open for all age groups 6 weeks to 8th grade. You’ll feel great
about dropping them off at our safe and secure school. We will provide dinner,
entertainment, games and more.
The fees for children under two are $40. The fee for children two and older are
$35. There is also a family discount of $10.
Open to the public. Invite your friends and family to join you on date night and
bring their kids, too. Emergency contact information will be required for all visiting
children.
Payment is required to be made at sign up and is non-refundable. May be
cancelled due to low sign up. Call 832.301.3100 to RSVP.

Trinity Women’s Club
The goodies were wonderful! Thanks to all who baked, sold, and
bought the goodies! The proceeds will support the ministries of the
Harms-Behnken Fund, Comunidad de Gracia, and Women’s Club.
The annual Christmas Party is Tuesday, December 13th, in the
Mary Martha Fellowship Room. The social time begins at 6:30
p.m. and the dinner begins at 7:00 p.m. The dinner will be Hickory Hollow’s chicken fried steak with all the
trimmings! The cost will be $15 per person and is due Sunday, December 4th, to Thelma Deterling or Sharon
Stoerkel. Contact Elizabeth Stoerkel at 281.463.3171 if child care is needed. Members are reminded to bring
their LWML mites, hotel toiletries for the homeless ministry, and Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes
toiletry items. Come join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior!
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street will be on Wednesday,
December 7th, at 10:30 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information.
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Breaking Good: Repentance as a Way of Life” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room
233
Breaking good is the opposite of breaking bad. It means to embrace God’s
way of seeing and living. It means to go all-in for Jesus and to live life the
way He wants us to. This class will be about repentance: real blood-and-guts
repentance that starts with a broken heart and produces a radically new way
of thinking and acting; repentance that permeates every aspect of our lives;
repentance that prepares us to live as citizens and agents of the kingdom of
God in this rebellious world; repentance as a practice and a process that is integral to
following Jesus every day. This will be a book-based, discussion-oriented class.
“Defending Your Faith in the World” - Led by Justin Schilke’s Team - Room 206
Around every corner, it seems like we, as Christians, are under attack: in politics, at the
workplace, and even in the home. In this study, we’ll look at how we are attacked based
on current issues in the world, and how we as faithful Christians can address them using
natural law and Scripture to witness to others and protect our consciences.
“Home Alone” - Led by Pastor Michael Dorn - Room 123
Christmas movie Bible study. See class description on page 16.
“Financial Peace University” - Led by John Garrett - Room 214
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God’s ways
of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU
presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could be.
“Galatians” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room 234
“The Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Galatians: a book of the New Testament which explains in no uncertain
terms that it matters what we believe and do. It addresses the issue of our freedom and responsibility as
Christians. It’s a book that Luther, in so many words, once described as his “beloved.”
“Lutheran Confessions: A Study of the Augsbug Confession” - Led by Christian Messa’s and Josh Rodriguez’s
Team - Room 211
This 13-part study from Concordia Publishing House will examine what it means to be Lutheran. We invite
you to join us as we take an in-depth look at Lutheran doctrine.
“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Pastor Leeland’s Team - Room 209
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It will
be a spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the
powerful working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!
“Study of the Book of Acts” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
ACTS is the story of how the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ grew from a small group of uneducated people
hiding from the Jewish religious leaders and spread throughout the Western world into Rome, the center of
that world. As told by Luke it begins with Peter at Pentecost and then follows the travels of the reformed
Pharisee, Saul/Paul.
Continued on next page.
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Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2 floor

9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

nd

8th Grade Confirmation - Room 124

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study - “Gospel of St. Luke”
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Room 205 (will not meet Dec. 20 & 27) - Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “A Work in Progress”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black

TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Walking with God in the Desert” - Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact
Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 and 11 a.m.
services on December 11, and plan to have lunch at Spaghetti Western Italian
Cafe, 1608 Shepherd Drive.
Following lunch those who plan to go Christmas caroling with the PEP Club
to homebound members will return to church.
In November the group enjoyed fellowship and food at Southwell’s
Hamburger Grill.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information,
contact Jean at 281.550.4752.

2016 GOVERNING BOARD
Dag Calafell
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Dave Weinhold
Minutes of the Governing Board
are available to our members at the
Welcome Center.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
A blessed Advent and a joyous and merry Christmas to you! May all your
Advent preparation and Christmas celebration focus your hearts in the love of God
given to us in His beloved Son, our Savior Jesus Christ! Here, in Scripture and
Christmas Carols, may we hear the Good News of great joy in Jesus!
The Birth of Jesus Christ
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with Child. [Luke 2:1-5; ESV]
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are Met in thee tonight.
[“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” Lutheran Service Book #361, Public Domain]

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn Son
and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
6

[Luke 2:6-7; ESV]

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
[“Away in a Manger,” Lutheran Service Book #364, Public Domain]

The Shepherds and the Angels
8
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” [Luke 2:8-14; ESV]
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Glo - - - ri - a in ex-cel-sis Deo.
Glo - - - ri - a in ex-cel-sis Deo.
[“Angels We Have Heard on High,” Lutheran Service Book #368, Public Domain]

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. [Luke 2:15-16; ESV]
15
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
[“Joy to the World,” Lutheran Service Book 3387; Public Domain]

And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this Child. 18 And
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them. [Luke 2:17-20]
17

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories steam from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
[“Silent Night, Holy Night,” Lutheran Service Book #363; Public Domain]

Lord Jesus, fill our hearts with awe and wonder as we celebrate Your holy birth. May Your joy strengthen
our souls. May Your mercy and forgiveness strengthen our spirits. And may Your peace guide and direct our
lives for the Father’s glory in the power of Your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Ladies Circle Ministries - December 1
The Christmas gathering of the Ladies Circle will be held in the Mary/Martha
Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 1.
Our program will be Christmas music presented by Trinity Lutheran School
Children under the direction of Christine Eilers A covered dish luncheon honoring
October, November, and December birthdays will be served at noon.
Members are encouraged to bring to the meeting wrapped gifts for LINCHouston’s “Toys for Joy” program to help develop relationships and share the
Gospel with people through their ministries. Gifts should be wrapped and labeled
with gender and age of the recipient. Age categories include baby, preschool,
elementary, and middle school. Gift cards in the amount of $25 for local stores or
restaurants are also appreciated. For more information about these gifts contact Audrey Black at 713.782.6307
or dgb32@att.net.
Members and guests are invited to participate in this gathering for inspiration, fellowship, and good food.
For additional information, please contact Ethelene Marshall, president, at 713.849.9266.
Additional date to remember: Members and friends are invited to come to the Highland Park Care Center,
2714 Morrison Street, at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, December 21, to share the Good News of Christmas and
sing carols with the residents.
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Reason for the Season - Sermon Series and Devotions
There are reasons behind many of the things that we do. Often, we’ve
been doing the “thing,” whatever that may be, for so long that the reason
has been forgotten. That could certainly be the case in the stuff you do at
Christmas time. Do you know the reason behind the stockings, poinsettias,
garland, nutcrackers, and cards? Knowing the reason behind these things
could enhance your Christmas celebration.
As cliche as the saying “The Reason for the Season” may be, it’s very
important that we know why the celebration of Christmas is such a big
deal. God tells us His reason for the season in the Bible: His Son’s birth
launches the long-promised rescue mission for the world. During the
Sundays of Advent this year, we will be exploring the Mission of God
as the Reason for the Season. This series includes not only the reason for
Christmas but the reason for you, the reason for your particular placement,
and the reason for His Church.
Devotion books, which accompany the series, include activities for
families for each day in December leading up to Christmas. Devotions are
available in the narthex and foyer.

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries,
Christmas Memories
Thinking back on Christmases past is a fun way to reflect on the good old
days. The wonderful lights and decorations, festive holiday atmosphere, warm
family get-togethers, unforgettable melodies, and jovial Christmas cheer all make
for pleasant memories. But, of course, our hearts aren’t merry for these things
alone. Christmas is the believer’s celebration of the arrival of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, “who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a
Servant, being born in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:6-7).
Hallelujah! It is this Gift of God—His own beloved Son—whom we joyously
adore with our hearts this Advent season. Jesus, who took on human flesh so that
we might partake of His divine redemption, is the One our Christmas memories
turn to, worshipping and adoring Him for all He has done for us. Take time this
holiday season to make Christmas memories that last—memories that lovingly
honor the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Devotions are available in the narthex and foyer. To read devotions online, go to www.lhm.org, click on
Resources & Training/Devotions/Advent.

LAMP Ministries Advent Devotions
LAMP Ministries (Light Above My Path)
is offering Advent Devotions online at https://
lampadvent2015.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/2016adv_dev_16_single-page-draft-6.pdf.
LAMP’s mission is to take the light of Christ to the ends of the earth.
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Trinity Prays! Advent and Christmas Prayers!
A blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas to you!
Below are three hymn stanzas that speak to our yearning for Christ’s Return in all of His glory, our need
for Him to make our hearts His home and dwelling place, and all humanity’s need for His grace, mercy and
forgiveness to penetrate this world of sin and remove its curse from every heart, every life, and every human
being. In this Advent time of Preparation, let us pray such prayers as these hymn stanzas exhort and encourage
us to pray!
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
[“O Come, O come, Emmanuel” Lutheran Service Book #357, stanza 1; Public Domain]

Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come into our hearts! Come into our homes! And finally, come as Lord and King
on Your Great Day. Come, Lord, Jesus, come and put an end to sin and suffering and bring forth YOUR new
heaven and earth to the Father’s glory. Amen.
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart For You to dwell within my heart.
[“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” Lutheran Service Book #358, stanza 13; Public Domain]

Come, Lord Jesus, come! Make our hearts Your home! Make our hearts Your throne! Make our hearts a
place for Your dwelling filled with Your mercy, forgiveness and steadfast love overflowing with Your praise,
Jesus. Amen.
No more let sins and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

[“Joy to the World,” Lutheran Service Book #387, stanza 3; Public Domain]

Come, Lord Jesus, come. Strengthen us for mission! Strengthen us for ministry! Strengthen us for witness
and service! Strengthen all that we are for Your glory! Strengthen our Church, our School and our Children’s
Center! Strengthen every family, every member, every guest and the stranger who crosses our path! Strengthen
all who call upon Your name in our midst. That You may be preeminent, that You may be first in all things, that
Your love and grace become a powerful magnet drawing many people to You through us. Remove the curse of
sin and replace it with Your praise! May it be so in the power, peace and presence of Your Holy Spirit. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest! Glory to God . . . and . . . peace! Amen.
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Christmas Bible Study - “Home Alone”
People will admit to many different problems—drugs, divorce, alcoholism, etc.,
but there is one admission that people loathe to make, “I’m lonely.” The reason is
that such an admission penetrates to the core of who a person is. However, loneliness
is a common feeling around the holidays. In fact, many people express the fear of
being alone to face the scary challenges of life. The good news of the Christmas story
is that God never leaves us home alone. Jesus came to be Emmanuel, which means
God with us. This is one of the major themes that will be explored in this Christmas
Bible Study.
The Bible study will include watching the movie, “Home Alone.” This movie
has become one of the classics shown during the Season and is the highest grossing
Christmas film of all time. Though the creators of this movie didn’t intend it to be
used as a Bible study, the story line presents themes that God addresses in His Holy
Word. You won’t want to miss this Study. Classes started on November 27th at 9:30 in Pastor Dorn’s office
(Room 123) but it’s not too late to join.

Congratulations to Nadine
Borgert, Early Childhood
Center Teacher of the
Month!
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Trinity Lutheran School
Students Present
“Light of the World”
Trinity
Lutheran
School students in
grades K-8 will present
“Light of the World”
by Mark Patterson
on December 14th at
6:30 p.m. This lovely
musical
combines
original songs and
familiar carols from
around the world to tell
the Christmas story.
Through
narration,
drama
and
song,
choristers share how Jesus came to be the Light of
the World over 2,000 years ago. The narration begins
with the story of creation, turns to the prophetic
words of Isaiah, and then recounts the events of
Jesus’ birth. Throughout the musical, a single burning
candle symbolizes the light of Christ. At the close of
the musical, the congregation is invited to “take the
Light” out into the world.
In addition to the musical, Trinity’s school band
and choir will use their talents to enhance our Advent
worship service.

Care Packages for the Military
Health Cabinet members recently sent
packages with snacks, candy, and devotional
booklets to 12 of our family members and
friends serving in the military. It is our way
of saying “Thank You” for protecting us
and our country. Members had fun going
shopping and then packaging up all the
goodies. Thanks to the Thrivent Action
Team project which provided the money to buy the treats and provided postage.
Health Cabinet members include Sherri Schroeder & Lynn Bedner (co-chairs), Marjorie Schroeder, Kathy
Krueger, Alanna Bree, Julie Bertrand and Jeanine Hembree
If you are interested in joining our group, contact any of the members listed above. We would love to have
you on our team.

New 2017 Governing Board Members
Congratulations to our newly elected Governing Board members elected at our November Congregational
Assembly Meeting.

Dan Krueger, Elder

Jean Minsch

Brad Vieselmeyer
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

October 17 - November 13

BAPTISMS

TRANSFERS OUT

October 23
Liberty Lynn Bell

• Albert & Denise Ward to Zion LCMS Georgetown, TX

CHURCH
713.224.0684

REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 11/13/16
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,411,304
Budgeted Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,525,600
MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 11/13/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,156,055
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,641,010

November 6
Natalie Marie Melcher

November 6
Aurora Lorraine Rodriguez

ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 11/13/16
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $367,053
Remaining Balance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $224,901
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
10/23
28
10
10/30
33
9
11/06
39
9
11/13
37
8

Adult
105
162
124
143

Total
143
204
172
188

Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $163.06
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:15
10:50
11:00
10/23
197
165
42
10/30
234
175
54
11/06
268
146
41
11/13
198
127
43

Total
404
463
455
368

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn.  .  .  . 713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland.  .  . 713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black .  .  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Manager of Facilities
John Valdez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2905
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.224.0684

SCHOOL/TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School

Weekly Email Newsletters
If you would like to receive weekly updates from Trinity via email,
please visit our website, www.trinitydt.org, to sign up. Just click on the
Connect tab, and then
the Email Newsletter
selection.
Simply
follow the instructions
and you will begin
receiving
weekly
updates as well as any
special notices.
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Matthew Meier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
Director of Early Childhood
Dawn Melody .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100

Joyfully sharing Christ’s
Saving Love With
All People Now!
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Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday

Monday
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NOVEMBER

JANUARY

S

6

4

5

11

12

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
4:00 PM HLC Christmas
Concert

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:30 PM PEP Club
Caroling

M

7

T

W

T

F

S

S

M
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1
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8
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8

9
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
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29 30 31

Thursday
2

3

9

10

16

17

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Ministries Meeting/Luncheon
6:15 PM Trinity Bells

7

8

13

14

15

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
11:00 AM Crochet Group
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:30 PM Women’s Club
Christmas Party

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
12:00 PM Advent Worship
(C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Advent Worship
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Advent Worship
(C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Advent Worship
led by TLS
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

Saturday

1

6

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

Friday

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
6:15 PM Trinity Bells

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
6:00 PM Gahring-Johnson Wedding
Rehearsal

7:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

6:00 PM Parents’ Night
Out

2:30 PM Jingle Bell
Mingle

9:00 AM Drama Rehearsal
7:00 PM HLC Christmas
Concert

7:00 AM Concordia University Principal
Exams
9:00 AM Drama Rehearsal

9:00 AM Christmas Rehearsal - Brass
10:45 AM Pageant
Rehearsal
5:30 PM Gahring-Johnson Wedding

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
12:30 PM Homeless
Christmas Dinner

9:30 AM Christmas Day
Worship (C)

6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting

8:30 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study

5:00 PM Villa/Escanilla Wedding
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Christmas
Rehearsal
5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship
7:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship

6:30 PM New Year’s Eve
Worship (C)
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline December 8th for articles to be published January 1, 2017.
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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