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Welcome to informED

Welcome to the premier issue of informED, a publication from your school district and the Pennsylvania
School Boards Association to keep you informED regarding the education issues affecting your
students. InformED takes parents from the Capitol, to the school district, to the classroom. Learn
more and become an advocate for public education!

Public education in your community
Throughout history, education has
always been one of society’s most
important activities. Pennsylvania’s
state constitution, signed in 1790,
was among the first in the nation to
establish a “thorough and efficient”
system of public education. Pennsylvania’s public education system
was formed based on local control
to ensure that schools meet the
unique demands of the communities they serve.
Today, there are 500 public
school districts in Pennsylvania
serving more than 1.58 million
students, ranging in size from approximately 200 students to more

than 140,000 students. Districts
are governed by a nine-member
elected school board responsible
for providing their students with
high-quality, well-rounded education, and for providing citizen governance for what students need to
succeed and what their communities want. The achievements of
your public school are measured
by more than just standardized test
scores. Public education provides
countless opportunities for learning and growth to prepare students
for life after school. Your active
involvement as a parent is critical
to the success of your students,

your schools and your community.
Strong connections mean that everyone – school officials, teachers,
parents, students and the community – is invested in successful
schools.

Dates to Remember
September 29 - Homecoming
United vs. Homer Center
October 6 & 9 - Act 80 Days
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Who’s my legislator?

There are 50 members of the Pennsylvania Senate and 203 members of the
House of Representatives. It is important that you know who your legislators
are and that they know you. They need to understand how issues impact the
students in your local schools, and you are a qualified resource for facts and
an exchange of ideas.
If you do not already have relationships with your legislators, now is the
time to initiate and maintain them. If
you are new to these efforts, and are
not sure who your legislator is, go to the
General Assembly’s website at www.
legis.state.pa.us. At the top of the page
are various tabs; select the tab “general assembly” and on the left side of the
page is a section titled “Find My Legislator.” This website contains other valuable information regarding the Senate
and House of Representatives, session
information, texts and status of legislative bills introduced, committee and
floor votes, and more.

Fast facts about public education
• Pennsylvania is ranked in the top 10 for student achievement on several
national math and reading assessments.
• Almost 87% of Pennsylvania students are graduating from traditional public high school in four years, and nearly 89% are graduating in five years.
• Career and technical education programs are provided at 136 high
schools and 84 career and technical centers. More than 8 out of 10 students in CTC programs score at the competent or advanced level on industry-specific exams.
• Almost 16% of
students in Pennsylvania receive
special education
and services. The
vast majority (more
than 85%) were able
to be educated in
regular classrooms
more than 40% of
the time.

The power of
parent advocacy

Parent involvement is much more
than participating in fundraising activities. When families are involved in their children’s education, students attend school
more regularly, stay in school
longer, and perform at higher
levels. The power of parent
involvement is far-reaching,
and schools need your help
to speak out and stand up for
public education. Advocacy
is important because it can
create a supportive environment and be used to produce
change for the children and
families in your community.
Remember – what you have to say
is significant.
Here are some things you can
do to increase your parent involvement on a broader level:
• Attend school board meetings,
and learn about your district’s
issues, successes and challenges.
• Learn about how federal and
state laws, and the funding
provided, impact your schools
and students.
• Contact your legislators to express support for policies that
are good for public education,
and to raise concerns with
proposals that will not help
your students and taxpayers.
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