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Homecoming celebrated Ella adjusts to American lifestyle
Homecoming week was celebrated at Mobridge-Pollock
High School Sept. 25 through
29.
The festivities started with
coronation on Monday, Chloe
Jungwirth was crowned
Queen and Carson Keller was
crowned King. Immediately
following was the burning of
the MP.
White washing was Tuesday night after the volleyball
game.
On Wednesday, the school
hosted an Iron Man volleyball
tournament during the school
day. The senior boys won and
got a trophy made by some
of the students in the welding class: Garrett Honeycutt,
Garrett Voegele, Wyatt Bieber,
and Hunter DeLaRoi.
On Thursday there was a

Powder Puff football game for
junior and senior girls. The
senior girls won.
The Tigers beat CheyenneEagle Butte 47-0 in the homecoming game on Friday.
After the game, the student
council hosted a homecoming dance for the MobridgePollock students at Freeman
Davis. It was $4 for each
student and they raised up
to $400, which will be used
toward the Student Council.
The themes for the week
went as follows: MondayDenim Day; Tuesday- TV/
Movie Day; WednesdayAmerica Day; ThursdayThrowback Day, seniors1920s, juniors-1950s, sophomores-1970s, freshmen-1980s;
Friday- Tiger Day.
- Kassidy Moser -

Mr. Anthony teaches math
Steven Anthony is the new
high school math teacher at
MPHS.
He was very excited to start
the new school year and see
all the new faces.
Mr. Anthony was born and
raised in Iowa, but thinks he
likes South Dakota a little
better. He went to school
at Mount Marty College in
Yankton.
He wanted to become a
teacher for many reasons.
Some of his family members
are in the educational field
and he really loves math. In
high school, he would have a
study group to help his classmates understand the material, that is when he decided
to become a teacher.
He really pushed to be a
high school teacher, because

he likes
teaching
advanced
courses to
kids.
What
brought Mr.
Anthony to
our neck of
Mr. Anthony
the woods
was a job offer at McLaughlin.
“I had always heard good
things about the Mobridge
students so when the job
came up in Mobridge I
jumped at the opportunity,”
said Mr. Anthony.
He loves his job and working with the kids. His goal is
to make sure each kid learns
something new every day.

Mobridge-Pollock High
School has three foreign
exchange students this year
in Ella Richling, Tom Zott and
Jonah Bratholmen.
Ella was the first to be interviewed. During the interview, she was asked several
questions such as where she’s
from, how she likes America
and how she’s getting along in
Mobridge. Ella is from Berlin,
Germany, and she came here
through the program Education First (E.F.), which is the
most popular program for
exchange students.
When asked why she wanted to come to America, Ella
said, “I wanted to come into a
country that is totally different from Germany and I got to
choose from England, Ireland
and the U.S., and I thought the
U.S. was the most interesting.”
Ella’s host family is the
Stroeders. She is their second
foreign exchange student.
“I love my host family,
because they’ve taken me in
just like I’m one of their own
kids and we go on trips on
the weekends and I feel like
they’re my own family,” said
Ella.
She was also asked when she
decided to become a foreign
exchange student.
“I decided that a year ago in
October 2016,” said Ella. “I was
pretty late to sign up, because
everyone else signed up in
August.”
She said that the deadline
for signing up is November. At

Ella Richling
the beginning, you have to do
an interview where they check
your English and people skills.
When asked if she was
nervous to come to the U.S.,
she said she was because she
had no idea what the people
would be like and she was also
insecure about her English.
Asked about what she first
thought of Mobridge, Ella said,
“I’m from a big city so it was
a big change. There isn’t a lot
here and at first I thought, ‘Oh
my gosh, this is the real countryside.”
Another question Ella was
asked was if she had gotten
homesick.
“No, I haven’t gotten homesick as all and I don’t really
want to go back,” said Ella.
Sometimes foreign exchange students can contact
their parents whenever they
want (to help keep them from
becoming homesick), but
Ella isn’t able to contact her
parents at any time, because
of the time zones and because

it’s hard to talk to them during the week with school and
sports. Ella is participating in
volleyball, is playing basketball this winter, and once
spring comes around, will run
in track. She is in chorus and
band year-round.
Ella said the eating habits
are a bit different here than is
Germany.
“My impression is here you
always eat fast food and meat,
while in Germany it’s common to not eat meat and be a
vegetarian,” said Ella. “They
even offer us vegetarian meals
at school.”
She was then asked if she
was a vegetarian and she said
that she was before she came
here, but decided to stop
because it would be too hard
while here, but she will continue when she goes back.
When asked if she would
want to come back to the U.S.
or not in the years to come,
she said, “Yes, I have been
thinking about going to college here, but if not I would for
sure come back.”
She came to the U.S. on
Aug. 2. She first stayed in New
York for 10 days at a camp
where many foreign exchange
students, 400 to be exact,
got ready to go to their host
families.
Ella also met Philp Henssler,
a foreign exchange student
here last year, in New York because he was an ambassador.
- Myia Feist -

- Trey Ulmer -

Mr. Soyland is new P.E. teacher
Keenan Soyland is our new
gym teacher here at MPHS.
Soyland is originally from
Madison and went to high
school in Chester, where he
graduated. He is an SDSU
graduate with a bachelor’s
degree in physical education.
Mobridge-Pollock is Soyland’s first teaching job at a
school, but he has coached
for eight years. He’s starting
to like his job really well. He
likes the staff and the class
sizes.
Soyland always wanted to
be a teacher as he was heavily

influenced by
his parents,
who are both
teachers. He
likes to help
people.
His main
goal this year
is to get a
Mr. Soyland
good routine
going with
the students and classes.
He loves his job because, “I
like to be active, play sports
and be healthy.”
- Kenton Looking Back -

Senior class officers for the 2017-18 school year are (from left) Jason Gerry, president, Dylan Cerney, vice president,
Alexandria Steiger, secretary, and Molly Lahren, treasurer. The officers will be in charge of senior class meetings
and other events throughout the year.

13 seniors are in WOW program

Hayley Nickels joins MPHS as cheer coach

Mobridge-Pollock welcomed a new program this
year that gives students the
opportunity to take part in
the community workforce.
This program is the World of
Work program, informally
known as WOW. Thirteen
seniors take part in this program where they learn how
to properly apply for a job,
interview, write letters, and
even how to quit a job.
During this course, students are in the classroom,
the last two hours of the
school day, for six weeks,

Mobridge-Pollock welcomes
new cheer coach, Hayley
Nickels.
Mrs. Nickels took the position as cheer coach because
she thought it would be fun
and would give her a chance
to be more involved with her
daughter, Jaydlynn.
Some things she would like
to improve on are the school
and community spirit and involvement. She would also like
to bring some old traditions

learning all aspects from
career exploration to the
final application and interview. After the six-week instruction period, students are
then placed on the job. Students are given a variety of
employment options that will
assist them to making their
future career choices.
The cooperation of the
community businesses is
greatly appreciated, as their
participation has helped
make this program possible.
- Kala Schily -
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back to MPHS cheer.
Something she wants to
keep the same is the quality
of work the girls put into their
sport.
She said her favorite thing
about being a coach was the
girls and her ability to make a
difference.
Some things she dislikes
about coaching are people’s
inability to accept her way of
coaching and the changes that
she is making to better the

program.
Although she has not had
much experience coaching
cheer, she coached Special
Olympics for two years in high
school. She has also coached
her kings in MYO baseball,
soccer and football, and AAU
wrestling. She also had one
year of wrestling cheer when
she was in high school.
She is a graduate of Mobridge High School.
- Peyton Longbrake -
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