CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
January 2015
Let’s set the pace . . . Go Roadrunners!
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Welcome back! I hope you and your families had time to reconnect and relax during winter
break. We are heading into a very busy time of year here at Camino Grove. Hopefully you had
a chance to attend one of the six parent meetings regarding Common Core Math. If you were
unable to attend, the sessions handouts can be found on the AUSD Common Core website or
http://site.ausd.net/modules/cms/pages.phtml?pageid=303918

I would really encourage you to take a look at the presentations. I think you find the information
helpful. There are also many other resources available for parents on the AUSD website. On the
left hand side of the AUSD Homepage is a link to the Arcadia Common Core web page. There
you will find helpful articles as well as links to the California Department of Education and
other useful websites.
As you know our focus as a staff has been implementing the Common Core Standards in the
area of mathematics. In the last Caminotes issue I shared with you the Common Core Standards
for Mathematical Practices # 1 and #4. This month’s issue will focus on practice #2 and #5. I
hope you take time to talk with your student about these practices. These are habits, attitudes,
and strategies we want to build in our students so they are able to “apply, communicate, make
connections, and reason about math content rather than simply computing” (O’Connell and San
Giovanni).
What are the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practices?
“Mathematically proficient students blend their knowledge of math content with their ability to
apply that knowledge to solve problems, communicate math ideas, justify solutions, model math
concepts, and reason to make sense of mathematics. The CCSS for Mathematical Practices
elevate our students’ learning from knowledge to application. They bring rigor into our
classrooms. They are the standards that ensure an understanding of math, focus on development
of reasoning, build mathematical communication, and encourage modeling and representation.
These Practices cannot be learned in quiet math classrooms filled with drill-and-practice
activities. They must be developed in language based classrooms filled with explorations and
discussions about math concepts.” (See page 2 inside for a Closer Look at Standards 2 and 5.)
Putting the Practices Into Action by Susan O’Connell and John SanGiovanni
Smarter Balanced Testing Coming Soon
Our 3rd-5th grade students will be gearing up to take the Smarter Balanced Assessment in the
Spring. You can go to the Smarter Balanced website and take the practice test yourself if you
would like to see sample questions. http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-andperformance-tasks/
Like I said this is a busy but exciting time of year for learning. Our students demonstrate so
much growth between now and the end of the year. Keep encouraging them to do their best!
Mrs. Popovich

Principal’s Message
Exploring Standard #2
Reason Abstractly and Quantitatively
Understanding the Standard
This standard addresses the importance of building a strong understanding of numbers. When faced with a math
problem, students must be able to represent the problem using abstractions (numbers, symbols, and diagrams). Students
must see the connection between the problem situation and the abstract representation that stands for the problem.

•
•
•

Mathematically proficient students are able to:
represent quantities in a variety of ways
remove the problem context to solve the problem in an abstract way (equation)
refer back to the problem context, when needed, to understand and evaluate the answer.

Contextualize and Decontextualize
Numbers and symbols stand for something. Recognizing this, and knowing what each stands for in any given situation,
is an essential part of being a successful mathematician. In order to successfully interpret and solve math problems,
students need to be able to decontextualize and contextualize numbers.
Example 120 students and 5 chaperones went on a field trip. Each bus held 35 people. How many buses were needed?
Decontextualize: This is the student’s ability to say 120 + 5= 125/ 35 = 3.5714
Contextualize: This is the student’s ability to realize that although the solution to the equation is 3.5714 it can not be
the answer because the question asks “How many buses were needed?” In order for the students to answer the question
successfully they must understand that it is not possible to have 3.5 buses and therefore the answer must be 4.

Exploring Mathematical Practice Standard #5
Use Appropriate Tools Strategically
Standard 4 and 5 are closely related. Each standard has a unique focus, but each standard also intermingles with the
others as they are put into practice. Blending the Practices empower your students to use math and to think
mathematically. Again, it is my hope that as you talk with parents, the information I provide you with here will support
you in your conversations.
Why Focus on Tools?
When performing calculations or measurement we must determine which tool to use or which unit of measurement
makes sense. (Will I use paper/pencil, mental math, calculator, grid out a floor plan, make a model etc…)
Understanding the Standard
Students will have greater success if they learn to identify and use appropriate tools to support each task and effectively
use those tools to perform the task. While we often think of tools being rulers, compasses, calculators etc… The CCSS
broadens the definition. Tools are what support students to perform a task (grid paper, number lines, hundred charts …)
While we might think of these as models (and they are), they can also be classifies as tools when they help students
perform tasks, find solutions, or solve problems.
•
•

Mathematically Proficient Students
Decide when to use tools and select appropriate tools
Use tools appropriately and accurately.
Putting the Practices Into Action by Susan O’Connell and John SanGiovanni
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PTA President’s Message
Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,

PTA had a wonderful winter full of activity...
•
•

•
•

The Santa’s Fun Zone Family Fun Night in December was a great event
enjoyed by many. Thank you to all who were able to come!
The Winter program was a blast. Thank you to all of the teachers for
their amazing work getting our kids ready to perform such an outstanding program for us! If you ordered a DVD, you should have received it
by now. Please let me know if you have any feedback on the videographer (it was our first year using Southwest Video Services).
Room parents did an excellent job coordinating their Winter Class Parties.
We had a successful restaurant night at California Pizza Kitchen in the
Westfield Santa Anita mall (January 15th).

In the coming months, PTA will continue to plan and run many
events...
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Room parents are again coordinating Valentine’s Day class parties
(February 13th). Please contact your room representative if you would
like to help.
Girl Scout Troops 16591 and 7761 will be running the annual “Can You
Help?” canned food drive during the weeks of February 2-13, collecting
cans and food items for the needy here in Arcadia.
PTA volunteers will be helping with Spring Picture Day on February 17th
and the annual Hearing Screening on Feburary 19th. Please contact me
if you are interested in helping at either event.
The PTA Hospitality Committee will be arranging delicious lunches for
our teachers and staff on minimum days during Spring Conference
Week to help them manage their busy schedules during these 3 days.
The Nominating Committee will present its slate of candidates for the
2015-2016 PTA Executive Board at the February 9th PTA meeting at
6:15pm in the MPR. All members are invited to attend to find out who
they will recommend, so please consider coming. Ms. Rozelle from 3rd
grade and Mrs. Lin from ELD will be the teacher representatives at the
February meeting.
Our ongoing Subway restaurant fundraiser is still happening at the
three designated Subway restaurants. Just show your Camino Grove
PTA fundraiser ID card to have 10% donated back to us. If you’ve lost
your card, there are a limited number of replacement cards available at
the school front office.
Our ongoing Restaurant.com fundraiser is also still active. Purchase
credit at https://fundraiser.restaurant.com/campaigns/20073 to get discounts at some of your favorite local restaurant. Check Restaurant.com
for more detail on the restaurants and the restrictions specific to each
restaurant. Or feel free to email me if you have any questions.

Lastly, we are starting to form committees for next year’s activities, so
please email me if you’re interested in getting involved next year!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo, Camino Grove PTA President, cgpta.president@gmail.com

PTA Board Members 2014-2015
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Reps
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Audrey Her
Lisa Longo
Lauren Shalabi
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Ernie Tsui
Jill Hokanson
Joy Cheng
Regina Shay
Jelin Truong
Christine Maritato
Pearl Cheung
Kari Holmes
Valma Kwong

PTA MEETINGS
2014-2015
Meetings completed:
August 27 Meet & Greet — 9 am
September 8 — 6:15 pm*
October 13 — 9:00 am
November 10 — 6:15 pm*
January 12 — 9:00 am
Meetings still to come:
February 9 — 6:15 pm*
March 9 — 9:00 am
April 13 — 6:15 pm*
May 11 — 9:00 am
* A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

PTA President’s Fun Search:
Look for the baby roadrunner with balloons like
this ————————>
throughout the issue.
Have your parent email
me with the number you
counted (including the one right
here), your name, and your teacher’s name. If you’ve got the right
number, you’ll get a little prize from
me!
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RightResponse First Aid Fundraiser
We’re here to help you with your New Year’s Resoluon
to be SAFER and MORE PREPARED…
Camino
Grove
Rocks!

This year we are partnering with RightResponse First Aid and Survival Kits for our Annual Winter
Fundraiser. This fantasc fundraiser oﬀers not only low cost, high quality kits that are vital for
everyone, but also half the proceeds go to Camino Grove PTA! This helps support the many
wonderful programs we have here at Camino Grove, such as the Art Docent Program, Family Fun
Nights, School Assemblies, Teacher Grants, and many more acvies that enrich our children’s lives.
We are selling 10 kinds of general purpose kits (4 meet OSHA requirements and ANSI standards for
work environments) and 6 diﬀerent Zip Bags to treat common ﬁrst aid needs. While each kit
contains basic ﬁrst aid for typical cuts and scrapes, they also include supplies tailored for speciﬁc
situaons. Consider buying ﬁrst aid kits for each of your cars, kitchen, sports bags, or pets. Zip kits
also make great Easter and business gi&s!
Catalogs and order forms were sent home with students on January 14th, but addional catalogs
and order forms can be obtained at the school front oﬃce or by emailing
camino.grove.pta@gmail.com. Sample kits are also available for viewing in the conference room
across from Mrs. Heltsley’s desk. Feel free to ask the front oﬃce staﬀ if you need help.
Order forms and money are due by Wednesday, January 28th. Make checks payable to Camino
Grove PTA and remember to write your child’s name and teacher’s name on all checks.
First aid kits will arrive in mid-to-late February (approximately 2-3 weeks a?er the ﬁnal fundraiser
order has been placed).
Quesons? Please contact:
Ernie Tsui, VP Ways & Means, eFsui@hotmail.com, (626) 374-0860
Jennifer Vargo, President, cgpta.president@gmail.com, (626) 318-0940
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Reflections
This year's Reflections entries based on "The world would be a better place if..." were
amazing. We had 38 entries in various categories. All participants are being honored at
Camino Grove on January 16, 2015. Our first place winners went on to compete at the
council level against the five other elementary schools in Arcadia. Those winners are:
Clinston Zeng (Film an d M u sic) - 3rd place at Council in both categories
Joseph Wong (Liter atu r e)
Hannah Chao (Pr im ar y M u sic) - 3rd place at Council
Madison Yang (P h otogr aphy) - Honorable Mention at Council
Andrea Hsu (Pr im ar y Visu al Ar ts)
Wesley Chen (In ter m ediate Visu al Ar ts) - 3rd place at Council
The Reflection theme for the 2015-2016 school year is "Let your imagination fly." Hope to
have even more entries next year. Congratulations to all of our 38 entrants this year. Your
creativity inspired me. ~ Debbie Wong, Reflections chair

From left to right: Wesley Chen, Clinston Zeng, Mrs. Popovich, Hannah Chao, Madison Yang
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SANTA’S FUN ZONE!
PTA held our annual Santa’s Fun Zone in the MPR on Thursday, December 11, 2014. We had a
great turnout with many students and their families having fun, playing games, visiting and taking
pictures with Santa, sipping on hot chocolate, and nibbling on yummy treats. A special thank you
to our Lisa Longo, our Programs VP, for all her hard work and time making this a special event for
our students. Thank you also to all the volunteers who donated their time.
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*~*~* Volunteer of the Month January 2015 *~*~*
Every month PTA honors some of our many, many wonderful volunteers for their special recent
contributions. The volunteers receive a small gift and a special parking space to use during the
month.

Ernie Tsui
Ernie is our VP of Ways & Means. In this role, he oversees
all fundraising activities – including direct donation, our
upcoming First Aid Kit fundraiser, the Jog-a-Thon,
restaurant nights, and other community fundraisers (like
our Subway and Restaurant.com year-long promotions).
Not only does Ernie handle all of this, he is also a tireless
volunteer on other fronts. He works the Wednesday
morning shift every week in the workroom. He does the
morning carpool drop-off duty every morning with other
parents. And he recently raised his hand to help with
afternoon parking lot and carpool line helper duty.
Outside of PTA, he also volunteers with the Arcadia Police Ernie (far right) with his wife Eva (far left)
Department! He in an outstanding contributor to our PTA and daughter Katie (middle)
and our community in general. Ernie is father to Katie Tsui,
a 4th grader in Ms. Hang’s class.
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NEW BOOKS FOR OUR STUDENTS!
Thanks to the support and financial contributions of our wonderful Camino
Grove community, the PTA was able to purchase the following books in support
of Common Core Math activities for our students’ classrooms. We thank you for
your generosity. It is because of you that our students are able to thrive and
learn with the most current curriculum.
14 copies each of the following books:
1)

Carle, E. 1972. Rooster's Off to See the
World.

2) Cronin, D. 2003. Diary of a Worm.
3) Ehlert, L. 1990. Fish Eyes.
4) Meddaugh, S. 1996. Martha Blah Blah.
5) Murphy, S. 1997. Elevator Magic.
6) Murphy, S. 1998. Animals on Board.
7) Murphy, S. 2003. Double the Ducks.
8) Numeroff, L. 1985. If You Give a Mouse
a Cookie.
9) Sierra, J. 1997. Counting Crocodiles.
10) Seuss, Dr. (Theo LeSieg). 1961. Ten
Apples up on Top!

21) Giganti, P., Jr. 1999. Each Orange Had
Eight Slices.

11) Walsh, E. Stoll. 1991. Mouse Count.

22) Hong, L. T. 1993. Two of Everything.

12) Wise, W. 1993. Ten Sly Piranhas.

23) Hulme, J. N. 1991. Sea Squares.

15 copies each of the following books:

24) Hutchins, P. 1986. The Doorbell Rang.

13) Aker, S. 1990. What Comes in 2's, 3's, &
4's?

25) Martin, J. B. 1998. Snowflake Bentley.

14) Barrett, J. 1978. Cloudy with a Chance
of Meatballs.

26) Neuschwander, C. 1998. Amanda Bean's
Amazing Dream.

15) Brenner, M. 2000. Stacks of Trouble.

27) Pinczes, E. J. 2002. My Full Moon Is a
Square.

16) Beuhner, C. 2002. Snowmen at Night.

28) Polacco, P. 1990. Thunder Cake.

17) Carle, E. 1977. The Grouchy Ladybug.

29) Schwartz, D. 2000. If You Hopped Like
a Frog.

18) Davies, N. 2001. One Tiny Turtle.
19) De Rubertis, B. 1999. Count on Pablo.
20) Geringer, L. 1985. A Three Hat Day.

30) Sendak, M. 1988. Where The Wild
Things Are.
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Up, Up and Away!
On January 9th, PTA treated Camino Grove to a wonderful assembly
presented by Mad Science of Los Angeles, Up, Up and Away!
This spellbinding special event introduced our students to the principles of
air and pressure. Selected students were able to try their best to tame flying
toilet paper and they were amazed to see what happened when dust, air and
a little flame were combined. Hot air balloons, vortex generators and even
a hovercraft helped our children understand the power of air.
Thank you to Camino Grove PTA for providing the fascinating program to
our students.

Mark Your Calendars for
Another Family Fun Night!
February 26th, 2015
Camino Grove PTA will be hosting the
Brock Edwards Magic Extravaganza sh ow o n Febr u ar y
26th. Along with this show we are privileged to have In-N-Out
providing dinner. We are excited to have our students and families
come out and enjoy this inexpensive and
family-friendly night of fun and magic!
Details to come in the near future!
We hope to see you there!
Dinner: 5:30-6:30pm (tickets = $5)
Magic show: 6:30-8:00pm (tickets = $8)
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Camino Has Character Awards
Each trimester, one or two students from each classroom in grades TK – 5 are chosen
for the Camino has Character Award. The recipients receive these awards by
demonstrating one of the Six Pillars of Character (Trustworthiness, Caring, Fairness,
Respect, Citizenship, & Responsibility). This group of recipients received their award
certificates at a special assembly in November. They are:
TK & Kindergarten
Alex Xue – Responsibility
Sarah Chan – Responsibility
Aidan Lam – Caring
Jamie Shiuan – Responsibility
April Robings – Caring
Vanessa Imteesud – Caring
1st Grade
Emma Wong – Caring
Tejas Patel – Responsibility
Jason Huang – Responsibility
Rachel Shay – Citizenship
Raeden Kwong – Citizenship
Bailey Hsu – Respect
2nd Grade
Eva Myrvold – Trustworthiness
Emery Li – Responsibility
Hassan Nahouli – Responsibility
Saf Shanun – Responsibility
Rianna Marquez – Responsibility
Nicholas Vuong – Responsibility
Peyton Vargo – Responsibility
Christopher Tran – Caring
Emma (Zhongran) Liang – Responsibility
Brandon Vuong – Respect
10

3rd Grade
Francium Wang – Trustworthiness
Leo Lin – Responsibility
Kaitlyn Huang – Responsibility
Spencer Wong – Responsibility
Matthew Ta – Caring
Katelyn Yu – Responsibility
CJ Lee – Caring
Jasmine Sanchez – Responsibility
4th Grade
Amanda Chang – Responsibility
Brian Oh – Trustworthiness
Oniel Pacheco – Responsibility
Cayla Shyu – Trustworthiness
Sylvia Li – Responsibility
Landon Small – Citizenship
Katrina Chu – Responsibility
Timothy Liu – Respect
5th Grade
Stella Koh – Trustworthiness
Stephanie Chen – Caring
Pranav Aratikatla – Responsibility
Camila Gomez – Responsibility
Kyle Alpine – Caring
Nathan Leon – Respect
Audrey Cho – Caring
Dillon Chu – Respect
Mia Silva – Respect
Ivan Wong – Caring
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Your Donations Support Grants for Teachers
PTA has given out 12 grants to our Camino Grove teachers in the 2014-2015 school year!
We welcome all to join us at our monthly PTA meetings to get all the up-to-date news
about upcoming events and the financial distributions of the PTA. Our next meeting with
be Monday, February 9, 2015 at 6:15 pm. You can always visit the Camino Grove PTA
website as well for more information on what is happening in our school.

Grant # Head Teacher

Item Description
ScootPad upgrade (1st grade)

Amount
Approved

1

Scarbrough

$

50.90

2

Bengford et al. Marcy Cook Quiet Tiles (math, 5th, 4th, 2nd grades)

$ 150.00

3

Lucero

Deodorant (5th grade)

$ 200.00

4

Hernandez

PE/recess equipment dollies (K-5)

$ 120.00

5

Bengford

Crayola markers (5th grade)

$ 160.00

6

Shahinian

Folders for Core Plus (5th grade)

$

7

Pasqua and
Simons

Rekenrek manipulatives (Kindergarten)

$ 400.00

8

Rhee and
Bengford

Fit Kids Club supplies

$ 263.95

9

Hernandez

More dollies and trash cans for emergency use

$ 141.57

10

Giammalva

Christmas tree and ribbon

$ 263.95

11

Tallon

Christmas tree topper, ornaments, tree skirt, hooks, storage
box, ribbon, Santa hats (for program ushers)

$ 131.93

12

Scarbrough

Scholastic Science Readers (1st grade)

$ 283.91

40.00

Approved
By
EB on
9/4/14
EB on
9/9/14
EB on
9/19/14
EB on
9/24/14
EB on
10/9/14
EB on
10/24/14
EB on
11/20/14
EB on
11/20/14
EB on
12/6/14
EB on
12/15/14
EB on
12/15/14
PTA on
1/12/15

Amount
Paid
$ 50.90
$126.00
$ 69.30
$114.35
$ 98.71
$ 32.52
$333.44

$141.57
$263.95
$131.93
$283.91

Office Depot is taking care of education!
Every time you shop at Office Depot, please ask that your purchase be credited to
Camino Grove. We receive credits equal to 5% of your qualifying purchases to
use for free school supplies when you do this!
Camino Grove’s ID Number is: 70005674
If you don’t have this number when you are shopping, just give the clerk our school’s
name and they will look it up and give us credit. Thanks so much for your support of
Camino Grove!
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Does Camino Grove do the “Box Tops” program?
Have you ever wondered if Camino Grove participates in the “Box Tops” program? The
answer is YES! And we also participate in a few others as well! We collect:

Box Tops for Education

How can I submit my
labels and box tops?

Labels for Education

(1) There is a plastic box where you
can deposit them in the
conference room across from
Mrs. Heltsley’s desk in the front
office! Ask Mrs. Heltsley or Mrs.
Joseph if you need help.
(2) You can send them in a plastic
baggy with your child to school.
Your student’s teacher will help get
them to the front office.

Tyson Project A+ labels

**** Check the many different
products you already use everyday to
see if they provide labels and box tops
for these programs! ****
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Restaurant.com Fundraiser Available Until June 30, 2015!
For every $25 that you commit to this fundraiser, Camino Grove PTA gets $12.50 and you get a $50
eGiftcard to spend at Restaurant.com for discount deals at restaurants.
Some local restaurants that participate:
ARCADIA: Hai Di Lao Hot Pot, La Luna Negra, Nirvana Indian Cuisine
MONROVIA: Cafe Lumar, Noor's Indian Bistro, Sakura Sushi House
DUARTE: Villa Italia Ristorante, SR Indian, Don Reyes Mexican
PASADENA: La Fiesta Grande Mexican, Sitar Indian, Margarita Jones, Tibet Nepal House,
Kal's Mediterranean, Himalayan Cafe, Los Tacos, The Kitchen Italian Cafe & Pizzeria,
Brookside Restaurant, Vero's Restaurant
ONLINE: The Fruit Company, Mrs. Fields Online, Lobstergram.com
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Do you want participate in a fun and
EASY way to raise money for Camino
Grove PTA? Our year-long fundraiser
with 3 Arcadia Subway Restaurants is
back again this year!
A flyer that just looks like this was sent home with every student in mid-October with the
Subway Fundraiser business card attached. You can use that card over and over ALL
YEAR LONG (until the end of June 2015) to earn 10% of your purchase back to Camino
Grove PTA!
We have a limited number of replacement cards available with Mrs. Heltsley in the
school front office. Please ask her if you need a replacement card.
Contact camino.grove.pta@gmail.com for any questions.
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