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New food service goes for a healthier menu
By Sylvie Williams '16, Daryl
Caffarone '16, and Jessica
Giustiniani '16
After its seven-year contract
with Culinart expired, Molloy
hired a new company to run the
cafeteria this year.
"It was time for a change," said
Molloy President Mr. Richard
Karsten.
Flik Food Services signed a
four-year contract (with an optional fifth year) to provide
Molloy's breakfast, lunch and
after-school snacks for students.
Mr. Karsten said he chose Flik
because it features fresher produce and healthier food than
Culinart did.
"Flik has worked tirelessly,
even months before school began, to get ready," Mr. Karsten
said. "Not only does it have great
service people, but it has the
advantage of having a big company behind them."
Students can expect much
healthier foods, incorporating
more vegetables and nutritional
things to eat, according to head
chef Mr. Dennis Grobe, who said
more items on the menu will be

These seniors seem to enjoy the new food. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
organic and locally grown.
Another improvement Manager Mr. Corey Dorn and Mr.
Grobe have added is signs advising students which foods include
nuts, a common allergy among
students, to improve food safety.
Another goal is to eliminate
fried and processed foods altogether with more products being
made from scratch, including
pizza, pasta, and dressings.
Mr.Grobe said the feedback he
has received has been "both

good and bad. The problem is,
students everywhere always
want more unhealthy foods."
Mr. Grobe said there is still
work that needs to be accomplished. The staff is still being
trained but they will continue to
do their best while they learn
Flik’s new system.
Molloy students’ early reviews
of the new food service company
have been mixed.
Sophomore Emily Li said, "The
food is overpriced and there are

no more waffle fries! And I really miss David's Cookies most
of all."
Cynthia Rodrguez, a sophomore, said, "I don't like the new
food service! Compared to last
year, the food is not as good, but
it's still okay. What I really miss
most are the wraps. But I like
the smoothie bar this year. It's
better."
Sophomore Peter Warzecha
said, "I don't like the new food
service or their burgers. I want
David's cookies back and the old
chicken strips."
Sophomore Alexa Campo
said the French fries are much
better this year and the chicken
is fresher and seems to be of
higher quality.
Molloy faculty and staff,
meanwhile, gave Flik two
thumbs up compared to what
was served in the teachers' cafeteria in previous years.
Has the Molloy jury reached
a verdict on Flik? It seems it’s
too early to tell. It might take
students at least the rest of the
year to become accustomed to
Flik and its healthier menu.

Four new faculty members arrive at Molloy
By Maria Aliberti '16
It’s a new year at Archbishop
Molloy, and along with the arrivals of 372 new frosh, four new
female faculty members have
joined the Molloy family.
Ms. Samantha Gilmour and
Ms. Alison Scalice have joined
the Math Dept., Ms. Amanda
Cardone is the new Religion
teacher, and Ms. Kerry Henning
has replaced Bro. Pat Hogan in
the Guidance Dept. until
Bro.Pat returns in January.
Ms. Gilmour got her first taste
of Molloy as a student teacher
here. "It felt like home,” she said.
She wanted to be a teacher because, “I had an awesome Algebra II/Trig teacher who really
inspired me."
Ms. Gilmour said her students

have surprised her despite her
past Molloy experience. “I knew
Stanners were smart but I have
seen maturity and responsibility beyond their years,” she said.
Molloy's other new math
teacher, Ms. Scalice, teaches Geometry and coaches the girls lacrosse team.
Ms. Henning was a student at
one of the arch rivals of Molloy's
girls athletic teams, The Mary
Louis Academy.
“I guess I was fun in high
school," she said. "I got very involved in many different school
activities and made lifelong
friendships."
However, she also has a previous connection with Molloy.
“Both of my brothers and my
husband all attended Arch-

bishop Molloy,” she said.
Because Ms. Henning is working mostly with frosh, she feels
she can relate to them because
she is new to Molloy herself.
“I hope we can go through this
new journey together,” she said.

Ms. Cardone of the Religion
Dept. had only great things to
say about Molloy.
“I have never worked with
young people who are so polite
and willing to help each other,”
she said.

Ms. Kerry Henning is new a counselor. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Frosh: How to survive in AMHS
Molloy can seem overwhelming
for many frosh during the first
few weeks of school. So here are
a dozen survival tips:
1. Don't be afraid to ask for directions. Everyone is willing to
help and no one will make fun of
you. Some upperclass students
still don't know the difference between the Chem Lab and the Bio
Lab. And please don't try to find
the pool that’s rumored to be on
the fourth floor.
2. Don't crowd the hallways in
between classes by stopping to
talk to your friends. If you do,
you can't blame someone for hitting you with a backpack.
3. Use the less crowded first
floor when going from one side of
the building to the other to avoid
second and third floor traffic.
4. Don't be late for class. This
way you don't miss important information and you don't have go
to late detention.
5. Get to the Cafeteria early for
lunch. The lines get long and you
want to have enough time to eat.
6. No matter how bad a certain
teacher's reputation may be for

strictness, you should realize that
it most likely has been magnified
over the years to the point where
it is now urban legend. Don't get
scared if you hear awful things
about a teacher. Rest assured
those rumors are probably exaggerated.
7. If an assignment is not due
for several days, don’t wait until
the last minute to do it. You'll regret it. Everything takes longer
than you think it will. Give yourself several days to complete all
assignments given to you in advance. Don't procrastinate.
8. Organize your time. Use the
planner you were forced to buy
on the first day of school. It helps.
Do as much of your homework in
school as possible by taking advantage of any free time you have
so you’ll have less to do at home.
9. Make several copies of your
schedule. Keep one in your locker
and make a mini one to put in
those fashionable lanyards.
10. Leave your lanyard somewhere every night where you’ll
see it in the morning so you don't
forget it for school.

11. Join clubs! Get to know when it comes to making and
people in all four grades and en- maintaining friendships.
joy your time in high school.
-- Miranda Steinberg '14,
12. Don't worry about high
Viviana Villalva '14, and
school drama. Ninth graders are
Pamela Decolongon '14
in the same boat as everyone else

Illustration by Daniel Delgado ‘14

Stanners: have an opinion!
If you are reading this, there is
a reasonably good chance that
you are a Molloy student and a
U.S. citizen. So let’s examine one
fundamental aspect of being a
Stanner and an American that we
tend not to think about too often.
Students are the fundamental
unit in the educational machinery.
The other parts of the machine
work to benefit you.
The faculty is supposed to teach
you what you need to know and
inspires you to learn it. The administration is supposed to run
the school in a safe and efficient
manner for you.
The common denominator here
is you.
Therefore, while our school, unlike our country, is not a democracy, it still is absolutely necessary that you have informed opinions on school issues and respectfully make them known.
For example, how do you feel
about these issues?:
* Is it fair to get detention the
first time you are late?
* Is detention the most effective response to an infringement
of the rules?
* Should the dress code be
modified?
Stanner High makes policy
changes all the time, such as banning bow ties and having students
pay their own AP exam fees. As a
Stanner, you have a duty to think

about these policies and a right to
speak up about them.
Talk to your classmates, faculty
and administrators. Publish your
opinions in the student newspaper. Talk to Student Council
members.
Do whatever you can to express
yourself within the realm of reasonable and respectful dialogue
and trust that your opinion will
valued and respected.
Even more important than
learning and speaking out about
issues at school is doing the same
thing about issues surrounding
the governance of the United
States of America.
It is a different kind of home
than school, but your government is another key system
where you should be the focus.
While students should be the
focus of any school, citizens should
be the focus of any country. The
legitimacy of any government
comes from a mandate from its
people to make and enforce laws.
We the people have a duty to
take an interest in issues our government deals with in our name.
If you think these issues are far
away and don’t affect you, then
think again.
Our government nearly allowed college loan interest rates
to almost double last summer but
instead passed a bill that will
double them over the next few

years as the economy “improves.” Meanwhile, universities
in other industrialized nations are
tuition free or inexpensive because their governments pay
much of the cost.
Climate change will cause major damage for the entire human
race in this century but the vast
majority of climate scientists say
our government hasn’t done
nearly enough either to prevent
it or prepare for it.
Foreign wars, domestic surveillance, the economy, taxes, politi-

cal campaign contributions, and
many other issues are too important for you not to educate yourself about them.
Of course, it’s important that
you seek to learn about these issues by reading a variety of
sources and points of view.
Both for school and for country,
remember to speak up. It’s at the
core of being a free and independent human being.

--Georgios Gulino '14
and Kevin McCaffrey '14

Letters to the Editors Wanted
The Stanner welcomes all letters to the editor from students,
faculty, alumni and staff that respond to any of the articles published in previous issues.
Send your letters to The
Stanner
via
email
at:

thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves all rights
to edit all letters to conform to
space capacity and paper policy.
Thank you for your involvement
and we look forward to your input.

The Stanner
Volume 57, Number 1
Editors:

Production Staff:
Moderator:
Publisher:

Joana Capistrano; Pamela
Decolongon; Daniela Salazar;
John Fenner
Tristan Colon
Mr. Charley McKenna
Bro. Thomas Schady

Stanners to pay AP fees
By Robert Dittus ’15 & Liana
Liang ’15
Molloy’s students taking
Advanced Placement (AP)
classes this year will be
required to pay the $89 test fee.
Molloy has paid those fees for
its students for the past 20 years.
However, after a substantial
rise in state test-related costs,
primarily for Regents testing,
the administration decided to
have students pay the fee to help
keep tuition down.
The change was announced in
the May/June parent newsletter
on the Molloy website.
It stated the change in policy,
“reflects the inflationary
changes in wages, benefits,
utilities, and other operating
expenses of the school” and said
the billing will come from the
Molloy finance office directly to
all families of AP students.
The 435 AP tests that will be
administered during the 201314 school year will generate
around $38,000 in AP test fees.
“This is something that had
been discussed for several
years,” said Ms. Mary Ann
Safrey, assistant principal. “We
considered charging fees after
all the testing costs rose.”
School President Mr. Richard
Karsten said, “We’re in an
economy where costs are going
up across the board, and in this
case, we’ve asked families to
cover the cost of AP testing and
scoring.
“Many organizations and
businesses are employing an ‘a
la carte’ or ‘pay as you go’
approach for services, so that
only those who opt for the
additional services will have to
pay for them. In this case the fee
is only charged to AP enrolled
students. This way, Molloy will

Senior Kristian Mosquito weeps over the fact that he will have to pay to
take his AP Physics test this year. (Photo by Joana Capistrano ‘14)
be able to keep its position as the
the third lowest cost in tuition,
amongst private, Catholic high
school in all of Brooklyn,
Queens, and Manhattan.”
Principal Bro. Thomas
Schady said, “We want to keep
the costs down for tuition, as well
as keep Molloy as cutting edge
as possible.”
However, junior Izidora Bozic,
who is taking AP Chemistry and
AP U.S. History, “was outraged
that no one notified us. I’m still
surprised that so far only one
teacher has brought it up. I
don’t even remember it being
mentioned at the assembly.”
Junior Daniel Aguirre, taking
AP U.S. History and AP Physics
B, said, “I was surprised that I
had to pay for something that I
thought was already included

into the tuition bill.”
Junior Maria Kasper, who’s
taking AP Lit but also signed up
to take the AP U.S. History test
on her own, said, “I wasn’t all
that surprised that we have to
pay for the test costs. Since the
school will potentially add the
cost of the new iPads into the
tuition, it was bound to happen.”
Ms. Safrey said, “The $89 fee
is reasonable since it is a college
credit class, and college credits
will offset much higher college
costs.
“It costs students $350 to
enroll in each St. John’s
extension course at Molloy.
Most of these courses carry
three credits, like the AP exam.
The $350 fee has not stopped
many juniors and seniors from
taking up to three St. John’s

courses a semester,” she said.
However, unlike other high
schools across the U.S. whose AP
students are not obligated to
take the test, the test is still
mandatory for all Molloy
students taking AP classes.
“I think it will reduce the
amount of people signing up for
AP courses,” Aguirre said. “It
would affect my decision. For
example, if I were signing up for
a difficult course such as AP
Biology, I might not take it if I
thought I was going to fail the
AP test. That would be a waste
of money. I think the AP test
should be optional.”
When asked if a drop in the
number of students enrolling in
AP classes might occur due to
the fee, Bro. Thomas said, “I
certainly hope it wouldn’t. We
have many gifted students; it’d
be a shame if fewer applied for
those classes.”
Junior Sebastian Chamarro,
who’s taking AP U.S. History,
said, “There’d probably be a drop
in students applying for AP, but
I’d still pay to take it.”
However Chamarro believes
AP tests should be optional.
Kasper said, “The test should
stay mandatory because it
would be unbalanced if there
were both kids in the class who
were taking and kids not taking
the test.”
Senior Kristian Mosquito, who
is taking both AP Calculus BC
and AP Physics B, said the tests
served as motivation for the
class.
“I understand it’s paid by
students in other high schools,
too, but I think it’ll upset the
students here more since we’re
used to it being paid,” he said.
“Students were informed after
Continued on page 7

St. Marcellin Champagnat Society helps out in the Rockaways

Frosh enjoy their week at Freshman Camp
By Lillian Mangialino ’15
Every summer, incoming
Molloy frosh take their first trip
together up to the Marist
Brothers Retreat House in
Esopus, N.Y. to participate in
what will become what many
before them have called the best
week of their lives: Freshman
Camp.
This year, from approximately
190 applicants, 116 frosh were
selected by lottery to attend
Freshman Camp 2013 on July
7-13.
Frosh Daniel Smith said, “I
thought it would be fun, but I
wasn’t really sure about it. It
turned out [to go] way past my
expectations. I wish I could do it
all over again.”
The driving force behind the
camp was the dedicated group of
faculty and alumni who worked
to make it all possible along with
18 sophomores in the kitchen
crew led by Mr. Eric Stolze, and
19 junior and 23 senior
counselors guided by Mr. Brian
Kelly and Mr. Brian Klimas.
Camp director Mr. James
Sheldon said he was very

pleased with this year’s camp,
whose purpose was to “ease the
transition into high school for
freshmen by letting them get to
know each other and the
upperclassmen and teachers.”
Senior counselor Dan O’Reilly
said of the frosh he met, “I love
their enthusiasm and how
they’ve taken the spirit of camp
back to Molloy.”
Junior counselor Matthew
Lees said, “I really enjoyed
talking to and getting to know
all of them. They’re really cool;
I’m glad I got to meet them and
become friends with them.”
Mr. Sheldon also spoke very
highly of the frosh.
“They’re a very spirited,
cooperative, and level-headed
group,” he said, “Overall, no
matter what was going on, I saw
freshmen helping each other,
whether it was playing
basketball or climbing out of
tubes on the river. That’s my
overall favorite memory; the
positive attitude conveyed when
I see kids who just met each
other helping each other.”
The frosh seemed to have

really enjoyed their time at
Esopus while partaking in the
tubing, hiking, and water park
trips. For some, it was their first
time experiencing such
activities.
Many frosh said their favorite
part of camp was playing the
game Flag, a Molloy tradition
that was totally new to them, but
they picked it up and enjoyed it
right away.
Smith said his favorite parts
of Freshman Camp were the
people he met and how it made
the first few days at Molloy “very
much easier because I knew a lot
of kids and it made me more
confident.”
Photos by Mr. Jim Sheldon

Discover 80+ activities at Fair
By Connie Zhao ‘15
Molloy has over 80 extracurricular activities and clubs,
which makes it sometimes a bit
difficult to find out which activity would be the most suitable for
every student.
As a result, Molloy will sponsor its third annual Activities
Fair from 2 to 3 p.m. in the Jack
Curran Gym on Monday Sept.
30 in order to provide students
a more complete outlook of
Molloy’s after school activities.
New Director of Student Activities Ms. Liz Murdocca said
the set up will be similar to last
year with tables for each club
arranged around the gym. Student representatives from each
club will disseminate information and take names of all the potential members.
Last year more than 400 students attended the fair.
“[Former Director of Student

Activities] Mr. [Jim] Sheldon
did a great job and I don’t want
to mess with the success,” said
Ms. Murdocca.
Ms. Murdocca is hoping that
clubs, especially the Step Team
and possibly the Dance Team or
the Dance Club, will put together a small show for students.
The fair is primarily for frosh
who are slightly confused about
how to take part in extracurricular activities; however, the fair
is not just for frosh as every student is welcomed to attend.
“The fair is a good opportunity for students to check out
something new; in fact, I think
the fair is important for juniors
to look for some interesting and
diverse activities to broaden
their horizons and to be more
prepared for the college application processes next year,” said
Ms. Murdocca.
Izidora Bozic and Taihina

Felisca, the president and vice
president of French Club, see
the Activities Fair as a way to
revitalize the interests in
French
culture
among
Stanners.
Bozic and Felisca also would
like increase the interest in the
club by organizing trips to restaurants and learning French
dances.
As the new Student Activities
Director, Ms. Murdocca would
like to establish a new student
group called Molloy Spirit Leaders led by Student Council and
the Student Activities Committee members and featuring a
representative from each
homeroom whose job would be to
encourage homerooms to participate in school events.
Ms. Murdocca stressed that
her goals are “to foster school
spirit, to help the [club] moderators as much as I can in terms of

space and ease of operation to
create appealing and memorable events for students, and to
develop a program for students
where they can take the ownership of their school.”

Ms. Liz Murdocca takes over as Student Activities Director this year.
(Photo by Mr. Jim Sheldon)

Making a good first impression
By Sargam Mehra '16
It can be easy to spot frosh in
the halls of Molloy.
At first they’re scared, looking
to make friends, hoping to have
nice teachers and trying to get
through the crowded halls to
arrive for class on time.
Yet they have made a good
early impression and are very
academically advanced.
“The buzz within the faculty
is that they’re a very positive
group and very happy," said
Assistant Principal for Academics Mr. Dennis Vellucci. "I teach
ninth grade English and my
impression of them was very favorable. They are smart, pleasant and good natured.
"My impressions of them so far
are that they are pretty quiet
and pay attention. For example,
at the book sale, things went a
lot smoother than in past years.
They knew what to do,” Mr.
Vellucci said.
Many more members of the
Class of 2017 are taking sophomore classes than in the past.
Because many frosh already
have taken the Algebra Regents, there are four new sections of geometry classes to accommodate them.
For the first time, frosh who
already have taken the Biology
Regents were enrolled in a special ninth grade chemistry class.
"In the past, freshmen who
took chemistry had the classes
with sophomores,” said Mr.
Vellucci.

The 372-member Class of
2017 is similar in size to the junior class of 375 members but
smaller than the 417-member
sophomore class.
Frosh Audna Padilla, who
went to St. Sebastian School in
Woodside, came to Molloy “for
the academic challenges. Molloy
has really impressed me and
met my standards, even though
the hallways are hectic.”
Frosh Anjalie Baijoo from Holy
Child Jesus in Richmond Hill
chose Molloy because “I really
liked the school when I visited
the Open House and I heard how
great of a school Molloy is.
“Some of my classmates came
to Molloy with me including a
really close friend of mine.
"I really genuinely like Molloy.
The teachers have many ways
to break down the curriculum,
so we can understand the material, while having a fun, enjoyable learning experience. The
school is easy to get around, and
the students create an educational, friendly, and warm environment. I can’t see myself in
any other school,” Baijoo said.
As was the case last year, there
are slightly more boys than
girls in the Class of 2017.
“There are 187 males and 185
females; it’s very close,” Mr.
Vellucci said.
The Class of 2017 continues
the pattern of increasing ethnic
and religious diversity at Molloy.
“Of the 372 freshmen, 274 are
Catholic and 98 are not," Mr.

Vellucci said. "Some are Hindu,
Sikh, Greek Orthodox or other
types of Christians."
The Class of 2017 has 262 student with European ethnic backgrounds and 110 who are either
Hispanic, Asian, African or Pacific Islander.
"I would like to see even more
diversity," said Mr. Vellucci. "It
is healthy in an educational environment.”
The Class of 2017 comes from
over 100 different grammar

schools with a large number
from public schools.
“It’s a trend that will probably
continue,” Mr. Vellucci said.
Most frosh come from Queens
with a few from from Nassau
County and Brooklyn, specifically Greenpoint.
Mr. Vellucci's advice for the
Class of 2017 is to "get involved
in everything Molloy has to offer. Become fully a part of the
Molloy family and you’ll have
great four years!”

The Class of 2017 has made good a first impression on teachers, administrators, and upper class students. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Molloy raises the bar for academic awards
By Sarah Stiglianese '14
Qualifying for both the National Honor Society (NHS) and
Honor Roll will soon be more difficult in order to make each more
of an accomplishment.
Starting this year, students
will need a 93 overall academic
average to qualify for the Honor
Roll rather than a 90.
Starting next year, NHS will
require a 95 overall average
rather than a 94.
The requirements for Honors
with Distinction (95 average)
and the Principal's List (99 average) will remain the same.
The department chairpersons
and Assistant Principal for Academics Mr. Ed Cameron decided
to raise the requirements due to
the high grades achieved by
Molloy students in recent years.
Mr. Cameron felt that a 90 average doesn’t equal true honors
when 65 percent of Molloy students generally have better
than a 90 average.

The NHS change was going to
be installed this year, but the
Administration decided it would
be more fair to wait until next
year.
Senior John Paul Pucci was
quite surprised with the change.
“If all three years in Molloy I
strived for a 94.8 just so I can
make NHS, I would be very disappointed to find out it
changed," he said. "It would’ve
taken away three years of accomplishment.”
Pucci is glad the change will
be instituted next year so frosh
and sophomores will have time
to meet the higher requirement.
There are no uniform grade requirements for membership in
the National Honor Society.
Some schools require only a
B+ average for membership but
have much stricter service and
leadership criteria than Molloy
does, said Mr. Brian Kelly, who
was NHS moderator in 2010.
Mr. Cameron said, “Each

school has the right to choose
whatever grade it wants.”
Two years ago, when Bro. Eugene Birmingham was NHS
moderator, Molloy's requirement was a 93 weighted average.
When Ms. Kelly Early and
Ms. Lauren Kemmerer took over
as moderators last year, the requirement was raised to 94.
“Once the average becomes 95,
I feel it will better reflect the
upper tier of Molloy students,"
Mr. Cameron said. "I think it
will remain at 95 from now on.”
So for the Class of 2015, the
three qualifications needed to
invited to join NHS will be: an
overall 95 average for three
years; proof of community service; and involvement in extracurricular activities.
Junior Nicole Jimenez, who
hopes to qualify for NHS next
year, liked the change because
the group will become “more
elite.”
Senior John Mancini, how-

ever, is afraid that the grade
change next year might exclude
some students who do a lot of volunteer work who thought their
94 average was fine for NHS.
“I don’t think a student with a
100 average but who is part of
the 2 o’clock club deserves NHS
any more than those who volunteer their time but just miss the
[academic average] cut off,” he
said.
Last year’s NHS President
Billy Rabold was shocked to
hear that the requirement was
moving up to a 95.
“The competition for National
Honor Society is going to be
tighter than ever before and I
wish good luck to all those striving to get into NHS,” said
Rabold, who encouraged
underclass students to “keep
both their grades and service
activities up!”
Does the fact that Molloy had
to raise its requirments for the
Continued on page 7

College Fair starts the process
By Anna Poulakas ’14
The pressure is on now as
seniors begin the process of
producing the perfect personal
statement, filling out forms for
teacher recommendations and
reviewing several college
applications.
For many seniors, the reality
that their days at Molloy are
slowly coming to an end has not
occurred to them yet.
For juniors, meanwhile, the
time has come to start thinking
about the future and that means
asking questions about colleges
and financial aid.
To help both groups, Molloy
will hold its annual College Fair
at 7 p.m. on Thursday Oct. 3.
While the event is geared for
juniors and seniors, underclass
students wishing to attend can
get permission by speaking to
Molloy’s College Guidance
Counselors Mrs. Christine Loo
and Mr. Ted McGuinness.
The two-hour event tends to
get crowded so Mrs. Loo would
prefer only juniors and seniors
attend.
Mrs. Loo said about 85 college
representatives will promote

their schools in the Jack Curran
Gym and in the Cafeteria.
However, the presentations by
the Macaulay Honors Program
at CUNY and Sophie Davis
School will be done in second
floor classrooms.
The College Fair is a relaxed
event where students can go up
to the college reps and ask them
questions in order to learn about
each school’s campus, classes,
dorms, and much more.
Juniors can get a feel for
several different schools all
gathered in one central location.
Seniors who have yet to
consider what college they would
like to attend can get started at
the College Fair.
Ms. Loo suggests that students
in attendance should compile a
list of schools that interest them.
A few new schools will come to
the College Fair this year such
as Northeastern University in
Boston, Swathmore College
outside Philadelphia, Johnson
and Wales University in Rhode
Island, and Case Western
Reserve University in Ohio.
Local schools such Saint
John’s University, Fordham,

Hofstra, and Adelphi, as well as
many Catholic colleges from the
Northeast, send reps every year.
In addition to attending the
College Fair, Mrs. Loo
suggested students should try to
talk to a college’s alumni, such
as Molloy faculty members, to
learn more about the schools
that interest them.
Mr. McGuinness added that
over 400 students graduated
from Molloy last year and are
attending various area colleges
so Stanners could talk to them.
This year, more than any
other year, college reps are
coming to Molloy in the
afternoon to speak with students
about their schools.
Mr. McGuinness and Ms. Loo
are encouraging students to
sign up for those visits.
The dates of those visits are
set up on Naviance and students
just have to click a button
saying, “I’m attending” to do so.
Ms. Kim Major, a rep from
Saint Anslem College in New
England, recently spoke to
Stanners about her school.
Ms. Major said her 45-minute
presentation focuses on the

aspects of her school that
students want to hear but added
that nothing can replace
visiting the school in person.
Ms. Major was so impressed
with the Molloy students that
she met that she wrote an
extremely complimentary note
about them to Mrs. Loo and Mr.
McGuinness.
Senior Miranda Steinberg
already has visited a variety of
colleges and is looking forward
to applying to some of them.
Senior Bokey Wong is a little
nervous but excited as well to
begin her college search.
Senior Jerome Dineen has a
good idea of what colleges he will
apply to but still plans to attend
the College Fair.
While sometimes it seems as
if many seniors would prefer to
remain in Molloy even after
graduation, the College Fair will
be a wonderful opportunity to
help them find the right college
or university for the next
chapter in their lives.
Mr. McGuinness’s advice to
seniors involved in the process
is: “Breath, attend events, and
don’t let it overwhelm you.”

Bow tie ban enforced this year
By Matthew Spataro ’14
The bow tie: a snazzy fashion
accessory or a one-way ticket to
detention?
Assistant Principal for
Students Mr. Ken Auer said
Molloy has had an anti-bow tie
rule in place for many years to
keep Molloy students looking
spiffy and ready to enter a work
environment.
Yet bow ties are considered as
classy and professional in the
work place as standard knotted
ties and are worn many
celebrities and politicians.
Bill Nye the Science Guy
wears bow ties.
Junior Ryan Wecera, an avid
bow tie fan, said, “Bow ties are
dapper, elegant, and fancy.
They look very nice.”
The Student Handbook states
Stanners can only wear knotted
ties but doesn’t expressly ban
bow ties. So why can’t Stanners
wear bow ties?
Mr. Auer, who has worn a bow
tie only once at a wedding, said,
“The knotted tie is the look we
are going for. It also goes with
the [uniform] shirt.”
Some girls enjoy wearing ties
with their uniforms but Mr.
Auer said they must follow the
same tie dress code as the boys.
Mr. Auer said teachers would
have to get approval before

Busted!
wearing bow ties.
So Mr. Ed Cameron, who two
years ago sponsored “Bow Tie
Fridays” for his Global Studies
classes by wearing bow ties that
were a present from his wife, will
no longer be able to do so.
The punishment for wearing a
bow tie is not severe, as a first

offense requires the student to
rent a knotted tie for the day and
a second offense brings the same
detention as for an unkempt tie.
Senior Nikko Tonolete wears
a bow tie when he performs with
the Step Team. He said the new
rule probably will be violated.
“People will try to get around

the rules regardless,” he said.
Junior Stephanie Toma said
the bow tie ban falls into the
same category as the “bracelet
bans” and the “boy’s hair
touching the collar rule.”
However, Mr. Auer said the
anti-bow tie rule will not change
anytime soon.

Dance studio built in basement
By Phillip Barsamian '15
and Sophia Savvides '15
The Step Team and Dance
Team this year will rehearse in
a new Dance Studio built in the
basement last summer across
from the Music Room.
The new Dance Studio came
into being when the administration recognized the need for a
space where the Dance and Step
Teams could practice.
The administration chose to
create the studio by knocking
down a wall in the basement between The Stanner newspaper
office and an empty room that
once housed a boiler.
The Stanner was moved to a
smaller office on the balcony of
the Jack Curran Gym.
Most importantly, the new studio has a special raised floor that
is easier on dancers' knees.
Ms. Liz Murdocca, the Dance
Team coach, was overjoyed with
the new space, saying, “The new
studio is beautiful.”
The studio does not have a
wall of mirrors for the dancers
to watch themselves as most professional dance spaces do.
Ms. Murdocca would love to
have mirrors but said they are
expensive because they are
made from a shatter-proof glass.
“Maybe one day, one of our alums will become a rich, famous
dancer and donate mirrors,” she
said.
The Dance Team had practiced for years in the Theater
and Ms. Murdocca liked that
space; however, it was shared
with so many other groups and
activities that the dancers were
not always guaranteed being
able to rehearse there.
The Dance Studio, unlike the
Theater, has no obstacles in the
way like chairs, desks, and stage

Molloy’s new Dance Studio will be used by the Dance and Step Teams. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
equipment nor will it be used for
storage during the Toy Drive.
Aside from the Dance and Step
Teams, other groups will get the
opportunity to use the studio.
“As clubs prepare for events
like International Day and
Spirit Week, I would like to
make sure they all get an opportunity to use the space," Ms.
Murdocca said. "I will try to
avoid conflicts through fair distribution of time.”
She said it is important that
groups using the studio take
care of its floor, so students using the studio can’t wear leather
shoes because they can scratch
the floor’s finish and no food can
be brought into the studio.
Ms. Murdocca will post a list
of rules for all groups using the
studio.
Ms. Anne Lonergan, the Step
Team moderator, also likes the
new studio.

“The Step Team has already
held a few practices in the studio and they have all gone very
well,” Mrs. Lonergan said.
The Boys Step Team practices
daily and the Girls Step Team
practices twice a week so each
will have to continue holding
some practices on the third floor.
That suits senior Step Team
member Albert Hasan just fine
as he prefers rehearsing on the
third floor because the basement
studio gets very loud and warm
when the steppers rehearse.
“The studio is not as big as a
classroom," he said. "We usually
take kids out of the classroom
into the hallway to teach them
the steps; however, we do not
have the luxury of doing that if
we use the studio,” he said.
Junior Tarah-Anne Rancy of
the Girl’s Step Team said the
studio is great.
"The floors are really nice, and

it’s very clean," she said. "We
haven’t stepped in it yet but I
cannot wait to hear how we will
sound when we practice. I think
it is way better than the classroom because there’s finally
some room for us to practice fully
as a team."
Juniors Savannah Coppola
and Flora Ho of the Dance Team
have not yet seen the new studio but are eager to get in there
and rehearse and are happy not
have to share the Theater anymore with The Stanner Players.
Ms. Murdocca hopes the new
studio will help her dancers.
“They have rehearsed in classrooms, hallways, landings, and
the Theater, and always without
mirrors, and despite this, they
still managed to give it their all
and put on amazing performances," she said. "So I only
imagine it will get better from
here.”

Administration makes it harder to qualify for the Honor Roll
Senior Mateo Giraldo, who
Continued from page 5
flated in recent years and stuHonor Roll and NHS mean that dents who are getting 90’s really does not agree with the change
made to Molloy’s honor system,
Molloy grades have been in- deserve lower grades?
doesn't think that too many
Stanners were able to qualify for
the Honor Roll last year.
“It’s pretty hard to make the
Continued from page 3
AP Calculus AB and AP Comp, Honor Roll so those who make it
the costs were added. They found out about the fees work hard and deserve it,” she
should’ve told us before.”
through students complaining said.
Junior Richard Chandradat, on facebook.
Junior Jonathan Vivar said, “I
who’s taking AP Chemistry and
“Tuition is already high, and feel pretty nervous about the
AP U.S. History, agreed with it just keeps increasing, so it’s change. I may not make [the
making the tests mandatory.
unfair that we have to pay Honor Roll] this year.”
“The AP class goes with the additional costs,” he said.
However, Vivar said the grade
test,” he said. “To be honest,
However, Cajas didn’t think change would give him an inthere wouldn’t be that much of fewer students take AP classes. centive to work harder.
a difference between, say,
“When you look at AP classes,
Junior Maria Kasper said,
College Chemistry and AP you look at the challenges, not “The level of difficulty also deChemistry if there wasn’t the the costs,” he said. “I do think pends on what classes you take,
test.”
that the AP test should be such as whether or not you’re in
Senior Joshua Cajas, taking optional though.”
AP or Honors classes.”

AM shifts AP costs to students

Senior Anthony Genna thinks
that, as a whole, Molloy students
want to make Honor Roll.
“I feel this change will make
me work harder because I have
always strived for a 90 and have
been happy with that grade," he
said. "Now I have to push myself a little bit harder to maintain an honors status.”
Genna feels too many kids
make honors, not necessarily
because they’re smart, but because they may have easier
teachers or less homework than
other students.
“Students that have harder
teachers might push themselves
and work hard but still not make
honors, whereas other students
who have easier teachers might
just breeze through it," he said.

Boys Step Team’s “Got Talent”
By Harshani Luknauth ‘16 tion, as the judges selected 60 this fall and Molloy finished
Molloy’s Boys Step Team acts to perform on the TV show 62nd.
ended the 2012-2013 school
year by passing the New York
audtion for the TV talent show
“America’s Got Talent” in April
to earn an all-expense paid trip
to Las Vegas in June for the final round of auditions.
Moderator Mrs. Anne
Lonergan took the boys to Radio City Music Hall in Manhattan for their New York audtion
where they performed in front of
celebrity judges Heidi Klum,
Mel B, Howard Stern, and Howie
Mandel.
The boys were anxious and
nervous, especially since there
were about 30 to 40 other acts
performing that day who would
be watching them.
The boys’ nerves turned to excitement instantly upon hearing
from the judges that they had
been selected to go off to the
Bally Hotel in Las Vegas on
June 15 to participate in the final round of auditions.
Molloy’s Boys Step Team auditions on the set of “America’s Got Talent” in
Unfortunately, the team front of celebrity judges Howie Mandel, Mel B., Heidi Klum and Howard
didn't survive that final audi- Stern. The team just missed out of qualifying for the finals.

The show paid for all the boys
on the team, plus one parent per
boy and Moderator Mrs.
Lonergan, to make the trip.
The boys decided to change
their routine for the Las Vegas
performance, which Mrs.
Lonergan said probably worked
against them.
The judges said they wished
they had worn in the same black
pants, white shirt, black tie outfits as they had worn in New
York and used the same music.
In Las Vegas, they did not perform to any music.
Even though the team didn’t
make it to the next round, the
team saw itself briefly on
"America's Got Talent" on Aug.
16 when clips of the many acts
who had auditioned were shown.
Team Captain Nikko Tonolete
said it was a little embarrassing
but still cool to see themselves
on TV.
Team members had a blast in
Las Vegas, even though it was
dry and hot, as they were given
a meal allowance every night
they were there.

Chu, Rubiano are 2-time MVP’s
Seniors Wesley Chu and
Alexandra Rubiano won Most
Valuable Player Awards for the
second year in a row last May at
Molloy’s annual Athletic
Awards Night in the Jack
Curran Gym.
Chu was the MVP on the Boys
Varsity Tennis team for a second time while Rubiano was
again the MVP of the Girls Varsity Swimming team.

Wesley Chu

After winning the Varsity
Boys Swim team's Coach's
Award as a sophomore in 2012,
senior Ryan Budhram won the
team's 2013 Most Valuable
Player Award as a junior.
Junior Mary Ellen Woods,
who was the 2012 Frosh Girls
Cross Country MVP, won the
2013 Sophomore Girls Track
MVP award and the 2013 JV
Girls Soccer Coach’s Award.
Each of Molloy’s athletic
teams handed out two awards.
The MVP award goes to the
team’s best player while the
Coach’s Award is given to the
athlete who best combines the
traits of leadership, team spirit
and performance in the judgment of the coach.
Here are the current Stanners
who won awards last spring:
JV Baseball: MVP: Evan Boyle;
Coach’s Award: Kevin Crimmins.
Varsity Baseball: Coach’s Award:
Robert Moncino.
Frosh Boys Basketball: MVP:
Aaron Walker; Coach's Award: Issac
Grant.
JV Boys Basketball: MVP: D’Ante
Warren; Coach’s Award: Matt Capp.
Varsity Boys Basketball: MVP:
C.J. Davis.
JV Girls Basketball: MVP: Kaitlyn
Mahon; Coach’s Award: Emer Moloney.
Frosh Boys Cross Country: MVP:
Alex Goldberg; Coach's Award: Austin
Pizzella.
JV Bowling: MVP: Matt Gardner;
Coach's Award: Kevin Louie.
Frosh Girls Cross Country: MVP:
Mikayla Roberts; Coach's Award:

Sioban Loftus.
Sophomore Boys Cross Country:
MVP: Dan Saczyk; Coach's Award:
Brian Tracy.
Sophomore Girls Cross Country:
MVP: Michelle Armogan; Coach's
Award: Gabrielle Fata.
Varsity Girls Cross Country:
Coach’s Award: Shannon Lavin.
Varsity Golf: MVP: Michael
Tammaro.
JV Handball: MVP: Calogero
Cutaia; Coach’s Award: Patrick Post.
Varsity Lacrosse: Coach's Award:
Molly Sasso.
JV Boys Soccer: MVP: Luke Gersh;
Coach's Award: Garret Genco.
JV Girls Soccer: MVP Kaitlyn
Mahon; Coach's Award: Mary Ellen
Woods.
JV Softball: MVP: Camille Sears;
Coach’s Award: Mary Grace Power.
Varsity Softball: MVP: Taylor
Moss.
Boys Step Squad: MVP: Nikko
Tonelete; Coach’s Award: Allen
Sanchez.
Girls Step Squad: Coach’s Award:
Katherine Garcia.
Frosh Boys Swimming: MVP:
Brendan Woods; Coach’s Award: Harry
Ortof.
Varsity Boys Swimming: MVP:
Ryan Budhram; Coach’s Award:
Jonathon Asanjanari.
Varsity Girls Swimming: MVP:
Alexandra Rubiano; Coach’s Award:
Carolyn Crocker.
Varsity Boys Tennis: MVP:
Wesley Chu.
Varsity Girls Tennis: MVP:
Ambrielle Machuca; Coach's Award:
Sarah O'Leary.
Frosh Boys Track and Field:
MVP: Liam Rock; Coach's Award: Mark
Hilario.
Frosh Girls Track and Field:

MVP: Sarah Kowpak; Coach's Award:
Khayandra Tapuro.
Sophomore Boys Track and
Field: MVP: Jared Lovelace; Coach's
Award: William Pabitero.
Sophomore Girls Track and
Field: MVP: Mary Ellen Woods;
Coach’s Award: Kayla Rayder.
JV Volleyball: MVP: Mary
Catherine Duggan; Coach's Award:
Alana Bell.
Varsity Volleyball: MVP: Emily
Rabot; Coach’s Award: Camille
Pangalangan.

Alexandra Rubiano

