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Yes, No, Maybe!
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent of Schools

If this was the show Jeopardy, the title of this article would be the answer to the question:
Will we have reduced funding for education this year and next? The problem is that you can’t
get an accurate answer from anyone. At least let me give you a supposed time table for the
answer to this first question. Once the governor completes her state of the state address on
February 6, decisions regarding the budget will follow within the next two weeks; following that
process, official announcements (letters) regarding the funding of programs will be sent out. So,
sometime in early March, we should have some kind of an answer. Regardless, let me share
some answers to questions you may have.
Yes, the budget for the funding of education is a mess and the picture doesn’t look any
better for next year. Yes, we will continue to make improvements to Reed City Area Public
Schools. Yes, we are going to have to be creative to make things work. Yes, we do have the
resources to get the job done and to make things better. Yes, we are going to need your help.
No, we won’t tolerate unacceptable funding for your child’s education and will fight with all
means possible for changes to the way education is funded. No, we won’t turn our backs on
other community organizations that are facing budget difficulties. This is a community- and
state-wide issue that is going to require that we all work together.
Maybe our state legislators will place funding for education as their top priority. Maybe
we’ll have to reduce our budget due to funding and enrollment issues. Maybe we’ll have to
make cuts to personnel next year; this depends on what we hear from the state in regards to
funding and retirement rates.
During the next two or three months, several extremely important decisions regarding
funding for education, taxes in the state of Michigan, and plans for economic development will
be made. Please become actively involved in this process and these decisions by sharing your
concerns and opinions with your state senators, representatives, and other officials. I have a
feeling that the state of Michigan will forever look different after this next year; hopefully, it will
be a positive difference.
Reed City Area Public Schools
829 South Chestnut Street, Suite A
Reed City, Michigan 49677
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The Board of Education typically
meets the THIRD Monday of every
month, with a work/study session
scheduled at 6 p.m. and a regular
monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The
meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS
Library), and are open to the public.
Any changes to the meeting
schedule may be found on the Board
of
Education
page
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us. Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City.
Notices of special meetings and
committee meetings are publicly
posted online and at the Office of the
Superintendent.

School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR 102.3
WWBR 100.9
WTCM 103.5
WKJF
92.9
WLXZ
96.7
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more.

Reed City Area Public Schools
Board of Education
President:
Richard Saladin
Vice President: Mary Lou Proefrock
Secretary:
Dave Lucey
Treasurer:
Jim Dawson
Trustee:
Richard Osborne
Trustee:
Sheri Thompson
Trustee:
Brian Zais

This 2006-07 Spring Edition of the COYOTE NEWS consists of articles and pictures submitted
by administrators, students and staff of Reed City Middle School and Reed City Community
High (Alternative Education). Thanks to all for their contributions!
VII Annual Winter Games begin February 12, 2007
by Tim Webster, Principal – Reed City Middle School
We are preparing for the seventh annual Winter Olympics. This year Winter Olympics week will start on Monday,
February 12, 2007. The purpose of the Winter Olympics is to build school spirit, school pride, and it is also used as
an emotional lift, doing something different and fun during the long stretch of time between Christmas break and
spring break.
We will divide all the students in the school into eight “countries” (teams) and have Olympic-style competitions each
afternoon during the week. We will run a shortened schedule each day allowing about an hour for each daily
assembly. The daily team competitions this year will be:
Basketball Shooting
Monday
Name That Tune
Tuesday
2400 Pound Tug of War
Wednesday
Team Dodge Ball
Thursday
Wacky Obstacle Course
Friday
We will give gold, silver, and bronze medals to the winning three teams daily. We will also have a Spirit
Award that will be presented at the end of the week to the team who has the most members participate in the daily
dress up, the best spirit, and demonstrates the best sportsmanship during the Olympic Week.
Every student must participate in at least one of the competition events. Winter Olympics week is a tradition and
has always been a highlight for the students and staff. Th e school spirit and enthusiasm students show during this
time is amazing. Feel free to stop in to observe any of the activities. Bring ear plugs!
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Community High Students Provide Community Service
by Tonya Harrison, Principal
Bells ring, cash registers buzz, crisp paper
rattles, and the sound of “Ho, Ho, Ho” is heard
throughout stores and shopping centers around
the world. The Christmas season runs through
the lives of people as they shop in hopes of
finding the perfect gift for those in their lives.
For many, Christmas has become a time of
rushed shopping and a juggle of how to find time
to attend all of the holiday gatherings. This year,
students at Reed City Community High School
learned that Christmas is also a time for giving
and helping those in need.

Christmas is a time of giving and receiving hope.
The students at RCCH gave a little hope, and
now understand a little more about how giving
hope can be a better gift than one received from
the mall.

Students unloading truck items and
setting up tables

Organizing items
Zack, Dustin, Rachael & Jenny

Break Time (left to right)
Dustin, Beth, Zach, Jenny, Rachael & Zack

Students from Community High helped sort and
bag food with a local senior group at the Boy
Scout hall this past December. The food was
hauled off trucks, organized, and packed into
bags for local families to pick up and take home.
Many families in the area are in need of
assistance from local food pantries, which are
worked by volunteers throughout the community.
The opportunity gave the teens a chance to see
first hand the needs of the community, in
addition to the perspective of working with
“people as old as my grandparents,” as one
student stated.
“It was fun to work with the elderly people, and I
liked helping out the community,” said Jenny
Woodbury, a RCCH student.

Beth

Jenny

Rachael
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Christmas Secrets
by Karen Knapp
Christmas season at Reed City Community
High was again a flurry of activity. Our third
marking period began in early November and all
students took Arts and Crafts class. Our ultimate
goal was to make a variety of items to be sold at
the Norman Elementary Santa Secret Workshop.
The Norman Parent Teacher Organization puts
together this event every year to offer the
elementary students in our district an opportunity
to buy hand-made Christmas gifts at a very
inexpensive cost.
Reed City Community High students
worked on many new skills, which included things
like bead work in making Christmas star
ornaments; painting when making ceramic
ornaments; and decorating Barbie doll furniture.
Every student picked up some skills by learning to
use a sewing machine and doing hand stitching
when making neck and ear warmers. They also
learned an unusual skill when they made “Duct
tape” wallets! A great deal of creativity emerged
when students were handed a light bulb and told to
create a Christmas ornament. They produced
snowmen, Santas of many varieties, angels,
Christmas trees, and even a beautiful pinecone!

In early December, many of the students
took turns working at the Santa Secret Workshop
selling our wares to the elementary students. They
worked with the children to help them make
decisions on what to buy for their family members
as well. Each Community High student came back
to our building feeling excited and full of the
Christmas spirit. They laughed and shared stories
of the children shopping. The experience had an
additional “win” for the students as well. The
money earned from selling our items was used to
put together a wonderful Christmas dinner for them
to enjoy just before we went on Christmas Break.

Arts & Crafts Class

Tricia, Billy, Darlene

At Norman selling
our wares

Tricia

More Secrets and Fun
by Karen Knapp
This year, as in many years past, Reed City
Community High students did as much as they
could to be in the Christmas spirit. The students
held a canned and boxed food drive to donate to
the Food Pantry.
They did several other
Community Service projects as part of our Service
Learning program. They took into consideration
the creatures in nature that were discussed in
Ecology class and made them a Christmas gift as
well. The students decorated a large Christmas
tree (donated by one of our parents) placed just
outside our classroom doors with items the wild life
would enjoy eating. It was beautiful, and we hope
the birds and squirrels loved it! From Arts and
Crafts class, students made Christmas cards to be
given to shut ins and other people who don’t have
many visitors during the holidays.

Within our building, the students planned a Secret
Santa gift exchange that was truly a secret. When
they thought they were drawing names, all they got
was a number and a list of the person’s favorite
things. It was quite interesting to watch them try to
figure out whose name they had drawn and decide
what gift of $2 - $5 to buy for them. Just before we
went on Christmas break, we had a wonderful
dinner in which spiral sliced ham was the main
event. Many great potluck dishes accompanied it
from each student. It was a tremendous feast!
After dinner, Santa’s reindeer and other assistants
helped pass out the gifts from the Secret Santa
exchange and those that were given to every
student from Santa himself. He apparently made
an early delivery to our building and our students
were very grateful. What a great season to be at
Reed City Community High.
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Reed City Middle School Student Council Supports Service Activities
The student council has long been a supporter of students at the middle school. To make students’ lives a little better at
school, they annually sponsor the student holiday party and have purchased several items such as electric pencil sharpeners
and video players for each classroom and even a microwave for the cafeteria. However, instead of just helping themselves,
students at Reed City Middle School have focused a great deal on helping others as well. This year they were involved in three
service activities: a canned food drive, a Christmas shopping trip for needy families, and a drive to support the U. S. soldiers in
Iraq.
Right before Thanksgiving, their first service project was a school-wide canned food drive. Students were encouraged to
bring cans in each day for a week. Cans were totaled each day and there was a competition to see which homeroom could
bring in the most cans. Prizes, such as ice cream bars and a pizza party, were awarded. All together, the students ended up
bringing in almost 2,000 cans to support families in our area! The cans were delivered to the local food pantry and the pantry
and the people there said they couldn’t have come at a better time. McDonalds even supported students who loaded and
unloaded all those cans by giving them a free shake.
In December, the student council went Christmas shopping for families who needed a little extra help this year. The
counseling center determined which families in the middle school were in need and gave them four different families for which to
shop. Student council members had the peoples’ ages, sizes, and interests and went shopping at Wal-Mart. All kinds of unique
presents were purchased. The parents were even given a few gifts and a gift card for their family to enjoy a holiday meal. After
the presents were wrapped and delivered, the parents were very thankful and the student council members felt great about their
role in helping out.
The last project, recently finished, was an Adopt-A-Soldier drive. The program started at the career center, but one of the
student council advisors felt that the middle school could also help. Before starting, they talked with a student council member’s
brother who recently returned from Iraq to get an idea of which items would be the most useful. Each homeroom was assigned
an item such as soap, magazines, toothpaste, etc. Because this wasn’t meant to be a homeroom competition, students were
encouraged to gather as many items as they could and deliver them to the appropriate classroom. Shortly before the deadline,
after collecting for a couple of months, the school had only received a couple hundred items. To encourage participation, they
set some goals . If the students could bring in 1,000 items, Mr. McGuire agreed to shave his head. For 1,500 items, Mr. Robb
agreed to shave his head, too. For 2,000 items, Mrs. Hutchinson (most recently known as Ms. Adams, who just got married last
month and whose husband is currently in Iraq) agreed to highlight her hair pink! On the final day, the count was 2,202 items. It
will be appreciated a great deal by our U. S. soldiers.
On February 1, Students Council sponsored Rock and Roll performance with a positive message for students. Prior to the
performance Mr. McGuire and Mr. Robb got their hair buzzed off in front of a very enthusiastic crowd. Even 9 & 10 News was
present for the event

Mr. Robb, Mr. McGuire and Mrs. Hutchinson Pre Cut & Highlight

The enthusiastic crowd

Shaved and Highlighted for the Cause

Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive

Overall, the student council at Reed City Middle School has been busy with many different projects. The emphasis on
helping others has made students feel useful and has taught them the importance of looking beyond their own needs.
Good work kids and a big shout of “thanks” goes out to their sponsors, Mrs. Koopman and Mrs. Miller.
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Middle School
Counselor
Amy Decker

With the retirement of Mrs. Schneider, Reed City Middle School welcomed Amy Decker as the new
guidance counselor. Although Mrs. Decker is new to the middle school position, she is not new to the
district. She spent 15 years at RCHS, four as an English teacher and 11 as a guidance counselor. In
addition, Mrs. Decker is a Reed City native and a RCHS equestrian team coach. She looks forward to
helping the middle school students, parents and staff with academic and personal concerns. Please feel
free to contact the RCMS Guidance Office at (231) 832-6174 at anytime.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SKI CLUB
The Middle School Ski Club began its season
January 11 with a trip to Caberfae Peaks in
Cadillac. The club held a dance in December to
help pay for the cost of transportation. We raised
over $500 and that money is being split between
our four planned ski dates. Students ski from 4
p.m. to 9 p.m. and enjoy all the runs that Caberfae
has to offer. We average between 30 and 50
student participants each time we make a trip.
This year, we have also enjoyed the participation
of some of the parents and their families. Ability
levels range from beginners with some very
experienced skiers and boarders.
Students pay $18 for tow tickets and transportation
if they have their own equipment, $20 if they would
like to rent skis, and $26 if they would like to rent a

snowboard. Lessons are provided for those who
are first-time skiers or boarders. All students and
their families are invited to join us. Our remaining
scheduled trips for this year are February 1 and
22.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN SCIENCE CLASS?
th

by Tara Price, 8 Grade Science Teacher

The science department in the middle school is getting ready to work on science fair
projects with all of our students. This year, every student will be participating in our school
wide science fair. We will be spending the next three weeks on projects. The students will
pick their own question to investigate and begin the scientific process. The scientific
process includes the following: posing a question, research, forming a hypothesis, carrying out the
experiment, collecting data, making an analysis and finally a conclusion. The RCMS Science Fair will be
held March 15, 2007, from 4-6 p.m. The top projects from our fair will be going on to the regional science
fair held at Ferris State University on March 27, 2007. The regional science fair is held during the school
day, and this year’s theme is “Careers in Science.” We are also excited to report that our science MEAP
scores were up about 11% from last year and well above state average. We strongly feel that working
through projects like these help prepare our students for MEAP testing and real world problem solving.
We look forward to seeing everyone at Reed City Middle School’s 3rd Annual Science Fair!
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Field Trip to the Middle East
Our 7th graders explored the Middle
East and never left “home.” To
combat some of the excitement and
anticipation of the upcoming holiday
break, Mrs. Light and Mr. Zolman
turned their 7th grade social studies
students into news reporters. After
receiving the criteria for the newscast project, students selected
their news groups of five to six students, their country in the Middle East, and decided their duty
assignments: director, news reporter, sports reporter, meteorologist, and roving reporter.
Aided by Mrs. Boyer and their teachers, students explored various print and Internet sources to get
the necessary information. After extensive research at the PAC, students wrote scripts and
collaborated on media presentation materials and appropriate dress
for their reporting jobs. After holiday break, students edited scripts,
finalized media materials, decided on their news report schedules and
performance dress. Finally, the big day came.
As each country reported in,
the audience heard reports
from
Afghanistan,
Iraq,
Jordan, Turkey, Qatar, and
Oman, to name a few. From
Afghanistan, a roving reporter gave a delicious
presentation on native bread – together with samples.
Others presented desserts from their native land. One
reporter even showed a movie of the food being prepared in her kitchen.
From Jordan, another roving reporter, dressed for the part, gave tips on preparing for the upcoming
sandstorm (haboob) via a poster, overhead, and Internet link. The Jordanian meteorologist also
dressed for the part and used an overhead with weather symbols. Many of the weather reports
used isobars to show upcoming area weather.
Breaking news kept us at the edge of our
seats. We heard an onsite report of an oil spill
in a Middle East pasture together with actual
video footage taken “locally.” Other news
reports used field reporters to give up to the
minute status of developing situations. A good
portion of the studio reporters dressed the part
in spiffy ties, local headdress, and affected
local accents. One report on the inhumane treatment of
underage camel jockeys showed protesters in the
background.
We were shocked by the inhumane
treatment these very young boys received in their profession.
All in all, our reports kept us challenged, interested, and entertained. As our
cold winter weather finally came, we thought of and commented on the
weather there – snow, warmer weather, hot weather, and sand storms.
We’re glad we live in Michigan.
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From the Desk of …

Shannon Graves, RN
Nurse Educator
Let’s keep our Germ Bugs to ourselves!
Here’s how YOU can help

Stop the Spread of Germs in Schools – Fast Facts
•
•
•
•
•

Approximately 1/5th of the U. S. population attends or works in schools. (U. S. Dept of Ed, 1999).
Some viruses and bacteria can live from 20 minutes up to 2 hours or more on surfaces like cafeteria
tables, doorknobs, and desks. (Ansari, 1988; Scott and Bloomfield, 1989)
Nearly 22 million school days are lost annually due to the common cold alone. (CDC, 1996)
Addressing the spread of germs in schools is essential to the health of our youth, our schools, and
our nation.
Students need to get plenty of sleep and physical activity, drink water, and eat good food to help
them stay healthy in the winter and all year.

