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Welcome Pathways Families:
We are so glad that you have chosen Pathways to support your child in their home-based
learning program! This is my first year in the position of Executive Director at Pathways
and I am excited to take on the challenges this new position presents. I am deeply grateful
for the wonderful and committed staff at Pathways who help to build our vision of
education. We have launched our new school year along with some new projects.
Website Refresh: We not only cleaned up our website but have also added a host of new
resources and tools for students and parents which include:
Parent Training: We know that it is a big commitment to supporting your child in a
home-based learning program and we want to support parents in this journey. Under the
tab for Parents, you will find a variety of resources and tools included on the parent
training pages which are broken down by grade-level.
Updated Curriculum Pages: Teachers all participate in a grade-level subject specialty
group. These groups help to create and post resources for other teachers and parents to use.
(Go to Academics- Curriculum K-8 and Curriculum 9-12). Once at the main grade-level
curriculum page, there is a new menu bar along the right-hand side listing each subject
area. We are always updating these pages and welcome input on the resources which you
would like to see available. At these pages, you can find:

1

• Testing and

Enrollment
• Guidance

Coordinator
• Student Services

ISSUE 6

·

·
·

AUGUST 2017

List of commonly used or recommended curriculum
Support documents and tools such as pacing guides
Information on the standards and teaching methods for that subject.

Renewed Focus: At their back to school in-service days, staff learned of our theme for professional development which
centers around the three E’s (equity, empathy and engagement) and the three R’s (rigor, relevance, relationships). These
ideas are not new to education, but we felt it was important to discuss these core tenets of education and how we can
apply them to our practices at Pathways. One practical application is to consider how student assignments and activities
fit into this “rigor and relevance quadrant”. One axis measures the relevance of the assignment from knowledge only
applied in one subject all the way to knowledge applied to real-world situations. The other axis looks at rigor starting
with awareness up to evaluation, similar to bloom’s taxonomy. Ideally we want to make sure all students are presented
with challenging work from the D quadrant where we will see assignments with verbs such as “evaluate, justify, argue,
conclude”. Discuss these ideas with your teacher to see how you can apply it to your child’s program.
So how do you know what is the right path to choose to get the result that you desire? The honest answer is, you don’t.
To be certain of your future is to be naive. But that is OK. Accept the fact that the career you choose is going to be fluid,
changing, and evolving in ways that you can’t imagine at this time. The world is changing. Every year. Every month.
Every week. Every day. It does us no good to wish for the past while fearing the future. We must accept change. We
must embrace change. We must look forward to how change keeps throwing us into our future, whether we are ready for
it or not.

Did you know that we have a Facebook page? Check it out and join us! We also have a private parent group where
parents can ask questions and provided resources and support to one another.
I will be traveling to our various regions throughout the fall and hosting informal parents’ events. Please join me and
share your experiences about Pathways and ideas on how we can grow and improve our program.
Happy schooling!
Sara Jordan
Executive Director
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Welcome Back to School!
by Brenda Peterson
I have exciting news to share: there’s a new addition to my family on the way, and by extension, the Pathways
family! We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of Baby Peterson, due any day.
Pathways Website, Facebook, and Tech Support:
We’ve been hard at work this summer re-organizing the website to make it more user-friendly for
you. Please familiarize yourselves with the new flow- we hope it
helps you stay connected and organized! If you weren’t aware, Pathways has an official Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/pathwayscharter/ and a Parent Connections Facebook Group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1043803055640967/ (ask to join and one of our page admins will add you to
this private parent networking group).
On our website (www.pathwayscharter.org) under the Contact Us tab, you’ll find a Tech Support Request
Form, where students, guardians, and staff are encouraged to submit requests for tech support. This is
especially important now that I’m on maternity leave and we have various staff filling in for me, so feel free to
contact your IST for support or go directly to this form.
Free Subscriptions, Test Prep, and Website Suggestions:
I hope you are all aware of the free subscriptions Pathways makes available to you in
BrainPop, Enchanted Learning, and Reading A-Z. Contact your IST for login info if
you haven’t yet, because these are awesome resources!
One of my favorite sites is www.freerice.com.
Students can practice vocab, math, geography, science, languages,
and SAT test prep, while also practicing altruism, with every question
answered correctly leading to a donation of rice to end world hunger.
Another great resource for SAT/ACT test prep is www.number2.com,
and a great website/app for learning languages is www.duolingo.com.
Online Curriculum:

I’d also like to encourage you to consider one of our online curriculum options. IXL
costs $30 per student per year (from student budgets), and includes K-12
supplemental support in Math, Language Arts, Science, and History in a very fun,
student-friendly platform. Check it out: www.ixl.com. To find out more about our online curriculum options,
go to the website, Academics -> Curriculum 9-12 or K-8, and choose “Online Curriculum” from the right-side
navigation links.
Typing:
We decided to end our subscription with EduTyping this year. If you’d like to pursue a subscription
independently, the cost is very reasonable and you can sign up for a 90 day free trial here:
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https://www.edutyping.com/free-trial. Other free typing resources include https://www.typing.com/student
and http://www.abcya.com/ (which also offers fun games for K-5). Typing practice can help boost student
comfort when testing season rolls around, and we can all appreciate less test anxiety, so preparation now will
lead to solid results later!
Career & Technical Education
For high school students and soon-to-be high school students, I want to make sure you’re aware of our pilot
CTE (Career and Technical Education) program in Technology. Students can choose an elective path in
Computer Support & Repair or Graphics & Media. Learn more on our website under Academics -> Curriculum
9-12 -> CTE, and ask your IST about enrolling. These classes are covered by a grant and do not deplete student
budgets and build valuable career and college readiness skills, while also leading to certifications and job
opportunities in a fast-growing, high-skill, high-wage job market.
Cyber-Bullying Resources:
Grades 3-5 Digital Passport
Help your students earn their very own Digital Passport by playing and exploring
more about cyberbullying and what to do if they or someone they know is being
cyberbullied with Digital Passport's E-Volve.

Grades 6-8 Digital Compass
Introduce Digital Compass to your students to help them better understand where
they are headed online. Which path might they choose? Students can find out with
the animated stories and games of Digital Compass, all without risking their realworld reputations. Explore more about cyberbullying and digital drama with our
Digital Compass characters, Rhoda and Wink.

Grades 9-12 Digital Bytes
Empower your students to find their own voices and showcase their ideas for
making smart, safe, and creative choices online. Explore more on cyberbullying with
our Digital Byte "Haters & Trolls."

5 Ways to Stop Cyberbullies
4 Ways to Help Teens Avoid Digital Harassment
5 Tips for Dealing with Haters and Trolls
5 Social Media Rules for Teens and Tweens
Como Prevenir El Ciberbullying (5 Ways to Stop Cyberbullies)
Mas Consejos Sobre Ciberbullying (More Advice on Cyberbullying)
Consejos Sobre Ciberbullying (Advice on Cyberbullying)
Thanks for being a part of the Pathways family, and I hope you all have a wonderful school year full of
learning, teaching, and making connections.
Brenda Peterson
IT/CTE Coordinator
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Napa Regional Update
By: Jill Dorsey

Dear Families,
Welcome back! It’s time to gear up for another school year. This fall we will have Parent and Student
Orientations for all new families. Here are a few updates and reminders that parents and students need to
know as you begin the 2017-18 school year.
Parent Resources: New this year on our website are more parent resources and information about
Independent study and how to get started. Please check out our website under the Parents Tab.
Depending on your child’s grade level you can choose which documents to access. Don’t forget to
check out the Back to School checklist.
Back to School Event: The Napa regional Back to School event will take place on Friday, September
8th, at the Angwin site. This event will include information about online curriculum, parent and student
resources, and more. Students will also have a chance to get their student I.D cards. Parents are
encouraged to fill out the site class registration packet (Emergency card & Student behavior contract)
during this event.
Parent & Student Orientation: This year we will begin our year by having a student and parent
orientation. Please plan to attend our regional orientation on September 8th, from 9:30-10:30am. This
event will take place before the Back to School event. During this orientation you will learn about
many components of our program that will assist you as you begin your journey with Independent
Study. Look for an eBulletin regarding this event.
Site Class Registration: Began on August 21st. Please refer to our website, www.pathwayscharter.org,
select the “Locations” tab and select “Napa”. Here you will find registration information, the class
schedule, and our brand new online class Add/Drop form. Site classes and tutorial support will be
offered to K-6 students on Wednesdays and 7-12th graders on Fridays.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Onsite classes begin- September 11th
Halloween Dress up- Oct. 27th
School office closed Veteran’s day- November 10th
Spirit Week- TBA
Onsite classes Canceled-November 20th - 21st
Thanksgiving Holiday-November 22nd - 24th
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Solano Regional Update
By: Jill Dorsey

Dear Families,
Welcome back! It’s time to gear up for another school year. This fall we had Parent and Student Orientations
for all new families. Here are a few updates and reminders that parents and students need to know as you
begin the 2017-18 school year.
Parent Resources: New this year on our website are more parent resources and information about
Independent study and how to get started. Please check out our website under the Parents tab.
Depending on your child’s grade level you can choose which documents to access. Don’t forget to
check out the Back to School checklist.
Back to School Event: The Solano Regional Back to School event took place on Wednesday, August
30th and we had a great turnout! We reviewed information about online curriculum, parent and student
resources and more. Students also had the opportunity to get their student I.D cards.
Parent & Student Orientation: This year we began our year by having a student and parent
orientation. Again, we had an amazing turn-out! Thank you all for your wonderful participation.
During this orientation, we had the opportunity to review with parents and students many of the
components of our program in hopes of assisting you as you begin your journey with Independent
Study. We will be posting the slideshows and handouts on our regional page of our website.
Middle School Lunchroom: Middle School students staying to participate in afternoon classes require
supervision. As an independent study program we are not equipped to provide this. Parents are
expected to participate in the lunchroom supervision. Without your support, lunchroom will be
cancelled and you will be required to supervise your student. Please see your IST to sign up.
Fall Spirit Week: Show your school spirit and come to school representing the daily theme! Stay
tuned for dates and themes! (If you have an idea, let Alyssa know ☺)
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Onsite classes begin- September 11th
Halloween Dress up- Oct. 30th (MS) & Oct. 31st (HS)
School office closed Veteran’s day- November 10th
Spirit Week- TBA
Onsite classes Canceled-November 20-21st
Thanksgiving Holiday-November 22-24th
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Welcome back to the Solano/Napa Yearbook!
Attention Solano Students! The memories have begun and we want to
capture all of them in our 17-18 edition of the Phoenix File; (That’s our
Solano/Napa YEARBOOK!) Yearbook photos will be taken beginning
in October and the staff will also be snapping pictures around school.
Coming up in October will be our first Spirit Week. That is always a
great time to get photos. If you have a great picture that you have taken
and would like us to consider putting it in the yearbook, please email it
to us. Be on the lookout soon for more information about submissions
for the yearbook. If you are a high school student and are interested in working on this great project, talk to
your IST. We are always looking for enthusiastic students to add to our staff!

Welcome Back to Field Trips!
This year we are starting out the year by opening up registration to 14 different field trips! It is our hope
that this will allow you to plan your calendar and your student budget. We already know of several
additional field trips will be added before the end of the calendar year. Please check out the Field Trips tab
on the website to find all the information and on line registration.
Watch the eBulletin, because special trips will be posted as they become available.
Field Trips include:
8 events at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts including the Golden Dragon Acrobats
Call of the Sea - 3-hour sail on San Francisco Bay
The Bay Model
Questions: julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org
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Sonoma Regional Updates

Marin Regional Updates

Hello everyone. My name is Byron Laird. I am the
new Area Coordinator for the Sonoma Center. I'm
super excited about this year. We have an amazing
staff and wonderful students. I have felt incredibly
welcome at Pathways so far and feel like we are
one big family. I look forward to meeting you and
supporting your student. Here's to a great year!

FALL CLASSES
The 2017 schedule has been posted to our regional
page. We’ve made a few changes that we are very
excited about, but overall, the offerings are very
similar.
CLASS REGISTRATION
To date, all students requesting classes in San
Rafael have a place. Several classes are now full,
and moving forward students will be added on a
space-available basis. Remember: Your student
has the first three class sessions to decide if it is a
good fit. Please review the important dates
below for class start dates.

Events:

Hello Sonoma Pathways Families,
We are excited about the start of school! We have
several beginning of the year activities that we would
like bring to your attention.
1. K-8 Assembly. K-8 parents and students are welcome
to join us on Thursday, September 14 from 10:15-11:15
in the garden for our first assembly! We look forward to
seeing you there!
2. Welcome back to Pathways Celebration @CAL
SKATE! Please join us on Thursday, September 21 from
2-4pm. This event is open to all Pathways' students and
families.

IMPORTANT SEPTEMBER DATES
Monday 9/11: Middle school classes/study halls
begin
Wednesday 9/13: Elementary classes begin
Wednesday 9/20: Tea with Sara: Meet our new
Executive Director
Wednesday 9/20: PCS Board meeting (RP or
WebEx)
Friday 9/29: End of LP1

3. High School Back to School Night Ice Cream
Social. Wednesday October 4, 2017 from 4pm-

6pm

We look forward to seeing you at these events, and to
an awesome year!

Welcome Back to the Library!

Library Hours:
Solano: Tuesday and Wednesday from 8:45 to 3:30
Sonoma: Monday and Thursday in Sonoma from 8:45 to 3:00
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Welcome back to school!
My name is Sharon Payne and I’m the
Library Tech for Solano and Napa counties.
You may see me around at the Sonoma
campus for the next few weeks as I fill in for
Louise.
The library has been a flurry of activity as
ISTs collect books for all of their students.
As things begin to settle down, don’t forget
there are a lot of other materials available in
the library. We have a wide variety of novels
for your reading pleasure, as well as games,
science kits and, both English and math
manipulatives.
Come visit me during my new library hours!
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It is never too early to prepare for the Smarter Balanced Spring Testing
By now, most of you have received your child's spring 2016 CAASPP results in the mail. These are the results for
your child based on their performance in the Smarter Balanced Assessment in both language arts and math. Only
students in grades 3-8 and 11 take this state-mandated assessment. Thank you for having your child participate in
this testing with Pathways! Your child’s participation is vital to our continued ability to operate the school (for
more details on why- see our website under Academics- Assessments- Smarter Balanced). We have posted
information at our webpage called “Smarter Balanced: Scores” also under Academics- Assessments, which
discussed how to read your child’s results called “Parents: Reading Your Child’s CAASPP Results”. Here is a list
of activities you can start doing now to help your child prepare:
Review your child’s grade-level standards and be sure that you learning plan
and curriculum address these standards
Have your child practice typing and word processing (see free typing
programs at Academics- Curriculum K-8- Online Curriculum).
Take Smarter Balanced Practice tests either online or in workbook format.
Discuss your child’s spring results with your IST and ask for suggestions.
Try out an online curriculum to get your child used to working online.

WE’RE STILL ENROLLING for
2017-18!
Do you know a friend or family
member that might like to join the
personalized learning movement?
Refer them to Pathways! We want to
grow our program to serve more
students and expand our support
offerings. Most of our new students
come to Pathways through word-ofmouth referral- so spread the word!

Do you have questions about what college to pick,
how to apply for financial aid, or graduation
requirements? Are you trying to choose your
Career path? If you would like help with any of
this, please reach out to our Guidance
Coordinator, Naomi Yedlosky at:
naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org, and she
will be more than happy to set up an appointment
time with you.

Student Services
Our student services department is headed by Elizabeth Sanchez. In the student services department,
we service second language learners, students with 504’s and IEP’s. Each region has a dedicated case
manager. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Elizabeth Sanchez at:
elizabeth.sanchez@pathwayscharter.org
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