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Making and reinforcing strong connections!
Students honor local trustees

Our Mission
The mission of the
San Benito CISD is
to provide a premier
education for all
students, through a
positive and safe
learning
environment, so that
its graduates are
college, career, and
workforce ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San
Benito CISD is to be
the gold standard in
all areas of public
education.

SAN BENITO CISD
EDUCATION CONNECTION
“Education Connection” is a
news-centered publication
produced by the SBCISD
Communications
Department for both district
personnel and the general
community. It highlights
district students, staff,
schools, departments, and
programs. It also serves to
disseminate general
education news.

Throughout the state of Texas, school
board trustees – community volunteers –
were recognized in January for their
dedicated leadership in public education
and continuing service to the children of
their communities. Trustees voluntarily
tackle the enormous job of governing
school districts, and their actions and
decisions affect the present and future
lives of our schoolchildren.
During this month’s regular meeting of
the Board of Trustees, students and staff
recognized local trustees for the
countless hours they dedicate to making
public education the best it can be for all
SBCISD students.
Campuses prepared colorful displays to
say “Thank you!” to trustees, and student
representatives from
each campus
presented each
trustee with a snack
and fruit basket and
handmade tokens of
appreciation.
Members of the San
Benito Greyhound
Orchestra, under the
direction of
instructors Karina
Vela and Avigái
González, proudly
provided musical
entertainment before
the meeting in honor
of our Trustees for
School Board
Recognition Month.

The 2017-2018 San Benito CISD Board of Trustees includes,
seated from left, Secretary M.L. Garcia, President Michael A.
Vargas, Vice-President Angel Mendez; standing, Orlando
López, Victor Eloy Rosas, Anna Cruz, and Joe G. González.
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A message from the
Superintendent of Schools
We take great pride in planning for the future of our schools and
take even more pride in making certain that our students will be
successful – not only during their journey with us – but also while they
make their journey as college students.
The success of our students is important to all of us, and for this
reason, we have been planning innovative programs to recruit and
retain students. We are excited to announce that we will be
proposing plans for the repurposing of Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary
Nate Carman, Ed.D.
and Landrum Elementary as well as for an Early College Academy at
Superintendent of Schools
San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy.
We are proposing to designate Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary as a
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM)
Academy. The campus will serve elementary students enrolled in kindergarten through ﬁfth grade.
STEAM serves as an educational approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Mathematics as access points for guiding student inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking.
Students enrolled in these programs become innovators, educators, leaders, and learners of the 21st
Century.
Our plan is to expose these students to these opportunities so that they are able to
compete and become successful when they enroll in college. There is a high demand for
individuals that specialize in these ﬁelds, and the proposed STEAM academy would provide
students with innovative instruction and hands-on learning opportunities and specialized
instruction in the areas of robotics, drones, computers and tablets.
Plans also call for repurposing Landrum Elementary, which would become the Landrum
Educational Complex and serve students from both Gateway to Graduation Academy and
Joe Callandret Positive Redirection Center. We are excited to also propose plans for an
Early College Academy at San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy where students would be
able to obtain up to 42 hours of college credit.
We are committed to addressing and focusing on the educational needs of our students,
and as such, we are receptive to opening the doors to those that may have previously left our
district.
Public hearings at Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. Elementary and Landrum Elementary have already
taken place, and formal board action on the proposed plan is tentatively scheduled for
Tuesday, February 13.
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“Our greatest
weakness lies in
giving up.
The most certain
way to succeed
is always to try just
one more time.”
Thomas A. Edison,

American
Inventor

Longtime educator Margot Cisneros Torres was recently named a
congressional record award recipient. A local ceremony was held on
Wednesday, January 31, at the San Benito Chamber of Commerce, where she
proudly serves on the Board of Directors.
U.S. Congressman Filemon Vela, Jr., who represents the 34th
Congressional District of Texas, read the congressional record, which is being
presented to the Speaker of the House and congressmen. The distinction will
also be registered at the Library of Congress.
Torres, currently San Benito CISD’s Executive Director of Human Resources,
is retiring this February after devoting 31 years of service in the ﬁeld of
education. As the Executive Director of Human Resources at San Benito CISD
for the past two years, she has been responsible for overseeing human
resources, risk-management, health services and parental engagement. She
previously worked for the Brownsville Independent School District for 26
Margot Torres
years, serving as a principal, assistant principal, Human Resources specialist
Executive Director
and as an English teacher. She also worked as a principal in Point Isabel
of Human Resources
Independent School District for three years.
“I believe that all students can and will learn if they are given ample
opportunities. Student learning and promoting education have always been my passion,” she
said. “I will never forget a child’s face light up when they truly understand a concept for the ﬁrst time. This is one
of my fondest memories.”
Torres was born in Brownsville, Texas, to Gil and Berta Paredes Cisneros. She is the youngest of ﬁve
siblings. She is married to Clemente Torres and has three children: Tom, Jacqueline, and Esai and four
grandchildren: Nicholas, Merida, Luna, and Zachary.
Torres attended Brownsville public schools. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Pan American
University and a Master of Education degree in Educational Administration from the University of Texas
at Brownsville. She received a provisional secondary teaching certiﬁcate in secondary English and
Spanish, grades 6-12, a mid-management certiﬁcate for grades PK-12, and a professional
superintendent certiﬁcate, for grades PK-12.
Upon her retirement, Torres intends to spend more time with her family, especially her
grandchildren. She will continue promoting education by volunteering her time and advocating for
educational reforms affecting South Texas.

Congratulations, Miller Jordan Middle School “Zero Crew”!

“Zero Crew” recognized for exceptional season
The Miller Jordan Middle School (MJMS) seventh grade football team, known as the “Zero Crew,” was recognized by the San Benito
CISD Board of Trustees for their exceptional season record. Under the leadership of MJMS coaches Lamar Lewis and Rene Rodriguez,
and Coach Julius Pardo, a teacher at Fred Booth Elementary, the Zero Crew takes great pride in its undefeated season with zero points
allowed.
“Over the years, Miller Jordan football has had its share of outstanding teams and special players. This season, the seventh-grade
football team had its own banner year as they completed the season as undefeated district champions,” explained Coach Lewis.
“Their defense did not allow a single point all season long!”
MJMS Principal Fred Perez is extremely proud of this seventh-grade football group.
“The hard work and dedication that these young men and their coaches exhibited during the season paid off. Not only do their
talents show on the ﬁeld but in their classrooms. We are all excited to see these students grow and are conﬁdent in what’s to come
for these outstanding athletes,” said Perez.

Congratulations, Science Fair Sweepstakes winners!

Business & Education Council elects chairman

The Sweepstakes winners of this school year's Science Fair
competition are (front, from left)

The Career & Technical Education Department recently held
their ﬁrst Automotive Collision Youth Educational Systems
(AYES) Business & Education Council meeting for the Joint
Automotive and Automotive Collision programs. Ismael Garza,
Body Shop Manager for Boggus Ford Harlingen, was elected
Chairman of the AYES Business & Education Council for
2017-2018. Pictured, from left, are Efrain Villarreal, Automotive
Collision Instructor; Garza; Hector Rendon, CTE Director; and
Meliton Hinojosa, Automotive Instructor.
AYES is a partnership between local high schools and
automotive dealerships designed to attract students to the
automotive industry and give them an opportunity to gain real
life experience in a dealership environment. The Business &
Education Council – consisting of owners and managers from
area dealerships/independent shops, university and school
representatives, and automotive store managers – evaluates
the effectiveness of the automotive curriculum.

• Abraham Garcia, Berta Cabaza Middle School - 6th Grade,
Physical Science: “The Effects of Wing Design on Flight
Distance;”
• Isaak Delgado, San Benito Veterans Memorial Academy - 9th
Grade, Social Science: “The Effects of Music Tempo on Heart
Rate;” and
• Gaddiel Ovalle, Rangerville Elementary - 4th Grade, Biology:
“Biogas.”
Pictured with the Sweepstakes honorees are (back, from left) BCMS
Principal Saul Ibarra, San Benito VMA Principal Gilbert Galvan, and
Director of Secondary Instructional Implementation Theresa Servellon.
The annual Science Fair empowers student participants to apply
Science concepts to a variety of projects while using their critical,
creative, and problem-solving skills on proving their theories.

Students honor law enforcement ofﬁcers
January 9 was National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. It was an opportunity to thank all law
enforcement ofﬁcers for their service and for having unselﬁshly chosen a profession that puts their lives on
the line every day for their communities.
The students and staff of Judge Oscar De La Fuente Elementary honored the men and women who do so
much to protect the local community by presenting a few law enforcement ofﬁcers with bouquets of sweet
treats. The cards read, “We believe in you and support you every step of the way!”
Law enforcement ofﬁcers, THANK YOU! for all the daily sacriﬁces you make to protect our communities!

San Benito BPA students fare well
at leadership conference
San Benito High School Career and
Technical Education (CTE) Business Teacher
and Business Professionals of America (BPA)
sponsor Irma Perez proudly announced that
local BPA students fared well at the Area 2 /
Region 3 BPA Regional Leadership Conference
held earlier this month at South Texas College
- Mid-Valley Campus in Weslaco, Texas.
The results are as follows:
• State qualiﬁers: Joseph Muñoz, 1st Place
– Interview Skills; Jayson Martinez, 1st Place –
Presentation Management Individual; Jose
Martinez, 2nd Place – Fundamental Word
Processing; Janet Ramussen, 2nd Place –
Digital Media Production; and Brianna Vega
and Yazmine Delgado, 2nd Place – Broadcast
News Production Team.
• State alternates: Almeida Lara, Rebecka Means, April Montemayor, Eva Villagran, Jose Martinez, Joseph Munoz, and David de la Rosa,
2nd Place – Parliamentary Procedures Team; Angelin Cruz, 5th Place – Advanced Interview Skills; Eddie Abrego, 6th Place – Legal Ofﬁce
Procedures; Ivan Hernandez, 6th Place – Basic Ofﬁce Systems & Procedures; and Nicholas Rojas, 6th Place – Graphic Design Promotion.
• Scholarship recipients: Two SBHS seniors received scholarship monies may be used at the university of their choice this upcoming fall.
Eddie Abrego received a $500 scholarship, and Jacob Sauceda received a $250 scholarship.
Business Professionals of America is the premier student organization for students pursuing careers in business management, information
technology, ﬁnance, ofﬁce administration and other related career ﬁelds. With 45,000 members in over 1,800 chapters across 25 states and
Puerto Rico, BPA is a co-curricular organization that supports business and information technology educators by offering co-curricular
exercises based on national standards.

News Briefs & Upcoming Events
NASA scientists to visit San Benito High School students
Friday, February 2, 2018 at 10:00 AM
San Benito High School Math Teacher and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) sponsor Mary
Maney and her students will be hosting a visit from NASA scientists, Dr. Michael E. Zolensky (Stardust, Cosmic Dust,
Hayabusa & Microparticle Impact Curator) and Dr. Dean Muirhead (Advanced Life Support), on Friday, February 2, at
10:00 AM in the SBHS Library. Both scientists work at the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston.

No School Notice • Weather Make-Up Day

Monday, February 5, 2018

San Benito CISD has designated Monday, February 5, as a weather make-up day. There will be no classes for
students, and the district’s administrative ofﬁces will be closed.
All classes will resume at their regular time on Tuesday, February 6, and the school district’s administrative
ofﬁces will reopen at 7:30 AM that same morning.

Murphy 2.1 race to be held at Bobby Morrow Stadium
Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 3:00 PM
Students from San Benito, Harlingen, Santa Rosa, and quite possibly other schools will be taking part in a Murphy 2.1
race on Saturday, February 17, at 3:00 PM at the main parking lot located at Bobby Morrow Stadium.
“The idea behind this series of races is to help our students gain insight about the electric cars when they are
under race conditions with other cars present and racing,” said San Benito High School Math Teacher and STEM
sponsor Mary Maney. “We invite Valley schools who are participating in the GreenPower USA program to join us so
that we can all beneﬁt from lessons learned and/or observed during multi-car practice.
Organizers will be setting up the course at 2:00 PM and expect to get practice laps underway by 3:00 PM.
Scheduled to start at 3:30 PM, the race is a 90-minute event with at least three pit changes required.
For more details on these events, please contact:
Mary Margaret Maney
Math Teacher / STEMS Sponsor / UIL Science Coach
San Benito High School
450 S. Williams Road
San Benito, TX 78586
956-361-6500, Ext. 2875
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Re-Imagine 2021 Strategic Plan
Details and Updates

View KSBG TV programming on
YouTube and LiveStream.

The San Benito Consolidated Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in
its employment practices in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. • Es norma del Distrito Escolar de San Benito no
discriminar por motivos de raza, religión, color, origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, en sus procedimientos de empleo, tal como lo requieren el
Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; el Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación de 1972; la Ley de Discriminación por Edad
de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

