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Mark Your Calendars
Kids Clubs Round #3................................................. April 4

4th Grade Maine Day

Kids Clubs Round #4................................................April 11
Early Release............................................................ April 5
Family Fun and Wellness Fair.................................... April 7
Spring Break.......................................................April 17-21
Parent Connection................................................... April 25
Poem in your Pocket Day......................................... April 27
SAIL Celebration (GMS 5-7pm)................................. May 11
5th Grade Parent Night (GMS).................................. May 15
GMS Block Party.........................................................May 2

The Maine Play

By: Andre Dube, 4th Grade

The Maine play was created by the
Great Falls Elementary School Principal,
Mrs. Fortier. The play is about a family
Mr. Taylor, Mrs. Taylor, Mary, Mikey and
Jenny who live in Massachusetts and are
going to visit family in Fort Kent, Maine.
On the way, they are going to stop at
some historic sights in Maine like the
Portland Headlight, Old Orchard beach
and Kittery Trading post. “Watching my
students perform the Maine play is one
of my favorite parts of the school year!
Everyone rocked it this year,” said Mrs.
Sedenka, - Great Falls 4th Grade Teacher.
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Mrs. Tibbetts, Mrs. McAlllister and Mrs.
Bishop/Stanley classrooms attended the
Maine Play on Thursday, March 16th,
2017.

The Maine Play actors were Preston Waters, Payson Plummer, Sydney Ham, Ben
Champagne, and Brooke Kazimer.
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Music of the Muppets
The Next Great Falls Chorus Concert
By: Aiden Fortier, 5th Grade

Do you like fun music? Then come to
the next chorus concert! Great Falls’
Music teacher, Mrs. Mosey decided to
have the spring grades 3-5 chorus
students sing songs from the Muppets.
Mrs. Mosey said, “I’ve always loved The
Muppets.” When she was a little girl
she would sit with her Kermit the Frog
stuffed animal and watch The Muppet Show. She still has him in her living
room! See him on the light behind her?
Mrs. Mosey’s favorite song is “Saying
Goodbye.” She said, “it is beautiful, sad
and hopeful all at once.” She also said that
when her son Lincoln graduated from
high school he made a video of himself
singing it and sent it to all of his best
friends.
The Muppets were created by Jim
Henson in the 1950s. It started with Kermit the Frog! He became the most

popular muppet. During the 1960s, the
muppets were on skits in lots of talk
shows and commercials. Rowlf the dog
became the first muppet with a regular
show on television! Jim Henson
created lots of muppets for the show! In
the 1970’s they were all on television!
The Muppet Show had characters such as
Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear, Gonzo, Animal,
Kermit and Rowlf.
The Muppet Show was very popular because it was so funny and a lot of famous
guest stars. The show got lots and lots of
awards and had some awesome music.
Mrs. Mosey loves the Muppets so much
that she even made the Manha Manha
puppets that are in her classroom for a
musical she did years ago. Here’s a picture
of her daughter, Chloe, with them from
back then. She was 10. She’s in college
now!
This is the first time Mrs. Mosey has
done a Muppet concert! She said “The

chorus students are doing great! They are
doing one song from the 2011 Muppet
Movie, but all the others are vintage (that
means “old”) Muppet and Sesame Street
songs.” She is so glad that they are
enjoying the songs of her childhood!
Grades 3-5 chorus students are excited
to sing the music of the Muppets for you
on Tuesday, May 16th at 6:00 p.m. Don’t
miss it!

Facts on
MICROSOFT

by Anthony Jordan and Zach Cupps,
5th Grade

1. Microsoft was first invented on
		 April 4, 1975
2. Bill Gates and Paul Allen created
		Microsoft
3. Microsoft is headquartered in
Redmond, Washington
4. Bill Gates and Paul Allen hacked
school computers (NEVER DO THIS!)
5. Microsoft is a blend between
microcomputer
and software
6. Microsoft has 35 cafeterias serving
around 35,000 people
7. Microsoft employees are called “softies”
8. Microsoft employees on an average
salary are paid $106,000
9. Microsoft asks unusual questions
to during
job interviews
10. Microsoft has 5,000 pieces of art
11. The Microsoft campus has a lot
of bunnies
12. The first XBOX was released in 2001
13. XBOX is short for DirectX Box
14. DirectX makes graphics better than
other software
15. The first XBOX cost $300
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Basketball History

Woodpeckers

Did you know that Basketball was
invented by a physical educator who was
also a physician, chaplain, sports coach
and innovator. His name was James
Naismith.
Did you know the first basketball
league was named and created by James
Naismith? He was only 30 years old
when he created the game of basketball
in 1891. He wrote the original basketball
rulebook too!
James Naismith created the first basketball league in 1898 to protect players
from exploitation and to promote a less
rough game.
Naismith lived in Kansas with his
wife Maude. He remarried in 1937 to a
woman named Florence Kincaid, after the
death of his first wife.
That same year, five months after he
married Florence Naismith, he died from
a brain hemorrhage. He was 78 years old
at the time of his death.

DIET
A woodpecker’s diet consists mostly
of insects. But if you were to inspect a
woodpecker’s feces, you’d also find fruit,
acorns, and nuts.

by Adam Lembarra, 4th Grade

by Abigail Chamberlin, 4th Grade

Naismith will always be remembered
as the one who invented the game of
basketball and who founded the
University of Kansas basketball program.
Naismith lived to see basketball adopted
as an Olympic demonstration sport. In
fact, basketball was an official event at the
Summer Olympics in 1936 for the first
time ever.
Imagine what it would be like if the
game of basketball didn’t exist? So many
people enjoy the game, whether it’s
playing hoops or just watching it on TV.
Thanks to James Naismith we have the
opportunity to know and LOVE the sport
of basketball!

Skyping Across the states. Mrs. vanLuling’s class shares a story by one of their favorite Maine author with
their new kindergarten friends in Vermont.

POPULATION
Today, woodpecker’s population is
unknown. In the last five years, there
have been reported sightings of IvoryBilled woodpeckers, but Red-Cocked
woodpecker’s population is about 5,000
to 10,000.’
HABITAT
Woodpeckers can be found all over the
world in wooded areas. The one place
they don’t live in is Australia. The IvoryBilled woodpecker was re-discovered in
Arkansas, in 2006. There may be a second
population in the Cypress forests of
Florida’s border.
FUN FACTS
Woodpecker’s drumming (poking holes
in trees with their beaks) is commonly
mistaken for a way to get food such as
sap or burrowing insects. Actually, it’s
a way of communication, sometimes to
advertise an area or to attract a mate.
Occasionally, repetitive or vigorous
drumming, could be to scare off a predator. But if you were banging your head
against a tree for hours, wouldn’t you get
a headache? Well, a woodpecker’s tongue,
continues in the back of their head, and
wraps around their brain. Their tongue,
actually acts as a cushion! Woodpeckers
have bristle like feathers that cover their
nostrils, to keep pieces of wood out. On
average, woodpeckers live anywhere from
four to eleven years.
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Riddles & Jokes

Bananagrams Winner

A book never written: “How to cook pasta”
By Al Fredo, Illustrated by Mac A. Roni

In February the 4th and 5th graders were competing in
the epic battle of words. Bananagrams is a game that is sort
of like scrabble because you make words but without
the game board.
In fifth grade, Noah Kennedy beat Anthony Jordan even
though they tied by the most words, and the reason Noah
won was because one of his words was longer. However,
the final score was 23-23.
In fourth grade, Alauna beat Brooklyn by five words. The final score was 23-18.
Alauna went on to beat Noah, and is the Great Falls Elementary School winner
for 2016-2017 school year. Great job everyone!

by Abby Chamberlin, 4th Grade

Knock knock.
Who’s there?
Boo.
Boo hoo.
Why are you crying? It’s just a joke.
Dad comes home from work, to find his daughter
Sally on the couch.
Dad: Hey, kiddo! I’ve got good news and bad news.
Which one do you want to hear first?
Sally: Good news!
Dad: The good news, is that there is no bad news!
Two monsters named Scruffy and Scruffier,
were playing together.
Scruffy: Hey, Scruffier, do you know where I
can find a clock?
Scruffier: On that shelf.
Scruffy picks up the clock and threw it across the
room.
Scruffier: Dude, what was that for?
Scruffy: I wanted to see time fly.
Why did Louis throw his toast out the window?
He wanted to see the butter fly.
What do oxygen and the king of the kingdom
have in common?
They are both the heir/air of the kingdom.
What did Elsa do with her balloon?
She let it go.
What is heavy forwards, but not backwards? Ton.
How do you make a tissue dance?
You put a little boogie in it.
What did one wall say to the other wall?
“Meet you at the corner!”

By Jonathan Stein, 5th grade

St. Valentine’s Day
by Ryan Morrill, 4th Grade

On February 14, across the United
States and other places around the world,
family, friends, and loved ones exchange,
candy, flowers, gifts, and cards all in the
name of St. Valentine. Where did these
traditions come from? Who is St. Valentine? St. Valentine’s and Valentine’s Day
is actually a mystery. There are some
legends about it. One legend says that
St. Valentine was a roman priest in the
1400s. An emperor named Claudius II
had a edict (law), that young men could
not get married because he thought men
without children and wives were better
soldiers. St. Valentine was caught helping young men wed because he thought
it was unfair. Claudius ordered for him to
be beheaded.
Why Do We Celebrate Valentine’s Day?
February has been celebrated as a month
of love for a long time. If you haven’t
noticed Valentine’s Day has an apostrophe. It is actually called St. Valentine’s
Day because it’s “his day” and we celebrate St. Valentine’s Day as a day of love,
because of the sacrifices he went through
to wed couples.

St. Patrick’s Day
by Brooklyn Sandstrom, 4th Grade

A stained glass window depicts
Saint Patrick dressed in a green
robe with a halo about his head,
holding a sham rock in his right
hand and a staff in his left.

March 17, 2017
Source: Simple Wikipedia

St. Patrick’s Day is the feast day of Saint
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland and a
day of celebration for Irish people. Saint
Patrick’s day is celebrated on March 17 all
over Ireland and all over the world where
Irish people and their descendents come
from. New York City has one of the largest parades. It is a very Irish festival and it
involves a lot of feasting, and celebrations
including traditional Irish music, and eating bacon and cabbage. Another tradition
is to wear green or they will be pinched.

