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You may be familiar with the seven continents, North America, South
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica, but have you ever
heard of the possible 8th continent, Zealandia? Scientists have discovered a
gargantuan piece of land, a continent mostly submerged under water named,
Zealandia. Some
propose this to be
an 8th continent,
while others don’t.
The reason for this
is because there
isn’t a set guideline
that defines what is
and isn’t a continent. Similar to
this, some scientists don’t refer to Europe and Asia as two different continents, but one continent, Eurasia.
According to National Geographic, Zealandia is a 4.9 million square kilometer area of continental crust that is 94% underwater with only New Zealand and New Caledonia above the surface of the ocean. In comparison with
Australia, the smallest continent, it is much smaller. Australia is 7.6 square
million kilometers, which means that if Zealandia were to be a continent, it
would be the smallest.
Although Zealandia was first discovered in 1995, it is still
not clear if it should
be called a continent.
As said before, there is
no set definition for
what a continent is,
resulting in heated discussions between scientists whether or not Zealandia is a continent.
However, it is definite that if Zealandia were to be considered a continent,
the 8th continent, it would bring a great change to schools around the world.
While learning geography, the new continent would have to be included.
Many people would still not know about the new continent and it would take
time before the entire world would be exposed to Zealandia. How exciting!
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The New Generation of Responsible Hunters
Since the beginning of time
hunting has been an accepted practice passed down from generation
to generation, but for some families and cultures it is a right of passage. Although hunting has been
around for millions of years, in this
day and age the practice of hunting
seems to be lost.
Hunting is defined in the dictionary as “The
activity
of
hunting wild
animals
or
game,
especially for food
or sport”.
Now when you
hear that you
probably think
how cruel. But
hunting
is
more than that.
Hunting is a
way of life.
Hunting as a
young kid, is
not being able
to go to sleep,
so excited for
the wee hours of the morning to
arrive so you can finally go out
with your family members and
continue the tradition that your
family has been practicing forever.
Hunting is wearing socks on your
hands since it is so cold, but you
don’t mind the bitter cold one bit
since you are so excited to just see
something, even if it is as small as
a chipmunk. Most importantly
hunting is providing for your family.

Most people say hunting doesn't
teach you anything, and all it does is
make kids more violent. But I disagree. Hunting teaches youngins’ life
skills such as patience, as it can be
very tedious and time consuming sitting in a tree stand or on the ground,
whichever it may be, for hours being
quiet and still. Kids learn quickly that
it can be a very boring sport at times,
but it pays off in the end.
Another skill learned through hunting is respect. Hunters have total and
utter respect for animals. Hunters only
hunt in season, and use all harvested
parts from the animal. Finally, underpopulated animals are never hunted!
People get confused when hunters
say we are providing for our families.
Most people say, ”Oh, just go to the
supermarket.” However, some people
hunt out of sheer necessity. For those
who are less fortunate, the only way
they can get food is by hunting. Also,
when you go to the grocery store or
fast food restaurant, where does your
food actually come from? Where did
they get the meat you are about to
consume? When we hunt we know
exactly where our food is coming
from. To me that is more respectful to
the animal if you are the one who harvested it and ate it without having the
meat travel an average of five thousand miles to get to your plate.
Hunting has helped me learn to
appreciate and respect animals, and
learn important life skills at an earlier
age. I’m thrilled and proud to be
called a hunter.
By: Bailey Fearon
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Ms. Palmisano Recipient of Milken Educator Award !

Like the song says, “it’s easy as 1-2-3”! And that is just how Ms. Palmisano makes her difficult job
appear each day. On December 19th, Ms. Palmisano was presented with the prestigious Milken Educator Award, an award given only to the top teachers in the country.
With the entire student body, faculty, and staff present, Ms. Palmisano was taken by surprise as they
announced her name as the winner of the Milken Award. There were a host of dignitaries in attendance
showing their support and respect for our much beloved and respected teacher. All of us here know
just how dedicated and hard-working Ms. Palmisano is.
In accordance with her newly attained title, Ms. Palmisano will be fulfilling many duties in the field of
education, both statewide and nationwide. Congratulations, Ms. Palmisano, we’re so incredibly
proud of you!
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“ I am not
a teacher,
but an
awakener.”
— Robert
Frost

Ms. Couto, More Than a Teacher
Mrs.Couto, the recipient of the Educator of the Year award, is an amazing teacher
and guide. She makes sure every student is valued and understands the material,
while being lighthearted and humorous. She teaches her students in engaging and fun
ways, and dedicates all of her time and effort into making sure every student is taught
to their maximum understanding.
This incredible teacher will go to her limit to teach all of her knowledge to us. She
even keeps her students ahead of the game with programs recommended by her, such
as Khan Academy, our school’s Math Club, and her own extra help. Some of her students had these wonderful things to say about our teacher, “Mrs.Couto is an amazing,
lovable teacher”- Zachary Veloz. “Mrs. Couto is an amazing and funny teacher who
never makes math boring, and actually tells you how math is used in the real world.”Param Patel.
During my interview, I asked Mrs. Couto the following questions:
Q: How do you feel about receiving the award?
A: I am honored and humbled that I have been selected for this year’s Educator of the
Year at Secaucus Middle School.
Q: What is the most rewarding thing about teaching?
A: The most rewarding thing about teaching is when students email me or come back
to share their good news and accomplishments
Q: How long have you worked in Secaucus Middle School?
A: I’ve been teaching in Secaucus since 2001.
Q: Why did you decide to be a math teacher?
A: I wanted to be a teacher since the 8th grade. I like the fact I help shape our students’ interest in future careers.
Q: What other awards or accomplishments have you obtained or surpassed?
A: I earned my Bachelor’s Degree with elementary and secondary certification from
William Paterson University, I was initiated into the KAPPA DELTA PI Zeta Alpha
Chapter International Honor Society, and I received the HAMA in 2005 (Hudson
Area Math Alliance Award).
Mrs.Couto makes math exciting, fun, and more than just a subject we have to take
at school. She brings light to every student she meets and is very deserving of this
prestigious award. Congratulations Mrs. Couto!
By: Praneel Khiantani
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Watch Where You’re Going !
NJ lawmakers are trying to get a bill
passed that will fine pedestrians who are
on their cell phones while crossing the
street. The consequences could be a fifty
dollar fine, and repeat offenders could
be jailed up to fifteen days.
Actually, Honolulu is the first major U.S.
city to pass a law against crossing the
street while on the phone.
A lot of people don’t realize just how
dangerous distracted walking is. According to a study done at the University of
Maryland, distracted walking led to more
than 11,000 injuries in the U.S. between
2000 and 2011.
We all need to pay better attention
and be patient; that text can probably
wait until you’ve arrived safely at your
destination.
By: Destinee Salinas

Builder’s Club Toy Drive a Great Success
This December, the Builder’s Club held a toy drive
contest among the three grades. Cathy Taylor, the club
advisor, expressed her delight at the generosity of our
school community. The classes that collected the most
toys were:
6th Grade: Mrs. Couto’s class
7th Grade: Mrs. Picariello’s class
8th Grade: Mrs. Waters’s class
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You Spoke...We Listened
By: Dionna Durham & Sarah Buru

Q: What should we do if we see someone getting
bullied, but they don’t want to say anything?
A: Bullying is absolutely unacceptable, and if
you’re a bystander you should report it to a counselor or a teacher. If you feel uncomfortable talking about it with a teacher, you should talk about
it with an adult that you trust. If you decide to talk
to guidance, you could ask to be anonymous.
The office will handle the situation.
Q: I think that we should host an assembly every
school year about gay rights, women’s rights,
sexual harassment, and transgender rights. Do
you agree?
Welcome to the SMS Advice Column,
where we receive your questions and you
get answers! We, along with Mrs. Sciscilo,
one of our school’s guidance counselors,
answered some important questions you
had about a variety of topics. We didn’t
have room to post all your questions, so
stay tuned for the next edition to see more!
Q: What’s the healthiest time for kids to get
up to go to school?
A: Depending on how close you live to
school and your means of transportation
(by bus, walk or a parent drives you), we
believe that most children should be waking up at about six a.m. every morning.
This will allow enough time to get ready in
the morning. Also, studies show that children need eight to ten hours of sleep every
night.

A: We believe that that is an awesome idea, and
something we should look into. We should definitely spread love and support to those that need
it. On a related note, some students might tease
lesbian, bisexual, transgender or questioning/
queer students and that is absolutely wrong. If
you’ve seen this happen, be sure to talk to a
teacher, guidance counselor, or parent.
 Keep in mind that there is a club called
GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance) in our school,
which is a fun club for everyone, if they’re
LGBTQ or straight.
We loved all your comments and questions!
Please keep them coming by placing them in the
container that is located on the table outside the
main office.
BE KIND TO EACH OTHER!
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Disney Introduces the “Slinky Dog” Roller Coast
Attention all lovers of Toy Story! Disney World has recently announced
a new roller coaster featuring everyone’s favorite Slinky Dog which will
open in the Summer of 2018. Bob Vignec, an engineer who works at Disney World states, “This is a ride for the whole family. It’s fun, it’s exciting,
it’s thrilling, but it’s not scary.” This thrilling ride shows a whole new world
of opportunities for people who have a fear of roller coasters. How could
you be afraid of Andy’s beloved toys that are adored by children and adults
all over the world? The answer is, you can’t, and those who go will be able
to be at the world’s happiest place with the world’s happiest toys.
Slinky dog will soon be one of the two major attractions of “Toy Story
Land”, a new Disney theme park located in Andy’s backyard. Inside this extraordinary ride people will shrink to the size of a toy and have the chance
to explore Andy’s yard. “Toy Story Land” invites people from all over the
world to step into the whimsical world of the famous Pixar film Toy Story,
so book your calendars for this summer and spend your time in one of the
most amazing backyards in the world!
By: Mya Hernandez & Khushi Jakhotiya
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SMS SENSATIONAL SPELLERS!

Congratulations to all the middle school students who participated in this year’s
spelling bee. We are proud to announce Saloni Singh as this year’s winner. Saloni will go
on to represent SMS in the 59th Jersey Journal Hudson County Spelling Bee held at The
Arthur F. Couch Performing Arts Center on February 3rd. There was a spelling war between Saloni and Arjun Athalye, who was the runner up, while Samyan Mangat took 3rd.
You all were utterly s-t-u-p-e-n-d-o-u-s!
-Staff

Front Row: Samyan Mangat; Third Place; Saloni Singh, First Place; Arjun Athalye, Second Place. Back Row: Mrs.
Hernandez; Mrs. Sciscilo, Mrs. Maddalena, Mrs. Waters, Ms. Candela, Mrs.Vitulano, Mrs. Orlando

SMS GEOGRAPHY BEE!

In what ocean did Amelia Earhart's airplane crash in 1937? Rebeca Soler correctly answered the Pacific Ocean, deeming her the winner of the SMS 2018 Geography Bee, held on January 12th, 2018.
Many bright students competed in this
competition, but only Rebeca Soler and
Smriti Chopra made it to the Final Championship Round. The Geo Bee, held by Mr.
Somerset, Mrs. Wargocki, Mr. Innis, and
Ms. Jones, consisted of challenging geographical questions that were bound to
stump you.
Each contestant had two chances to get
questions wrong. Smriti Chopra placed second while Mlak Hassan took third. I lost
during one of the last rounds, making me
the fourth place winner.
Everyone who participated received a
certificate, while Rebeca received two certificates and a medal. She will also move
on to the Hudson County Geography Bee.
Congratulations, Rebeca! All of the students, teachers, and staff are proud to have
you represent Secaucus Middle School.
By: Eva Colon-Guillen
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Promoting Social Awareness Through Art
The eye-catching artwork of Mrs. Heintjes’s student’s has been displayed throughout the
dining hall of SMS. The pieces were inspired by 1980’s artist Keith Haring, a respected artist
who created artwork that surrounded around social awareness. Her students were, “relaxed and
in need of motivation”, so she decided to teach them about social awareness, and Keith Haring
was the perfect artist for that. His artwork expressed political and societal themes, especially focusing on AIDS.
To intrigue her students, she created a slideshow containing Haring’s work, which the students enjoyed. Teaching her students how to imitate the work was not difficult, since his work is
very accessible. Mrs. Heintjes informed me, “Anybody can draw those figures because they’re
androgynous, meaning they have no sex, and basically look like chalk tracings of people.”
One of Keith Haring’s most famous pieces is titled “Crack is Wack”, an anti-drug mural
which Mrs. Heintjes believed was important to show her students. Mrs. Heintjes states, “Keith
Haring was very anti-drug, which I really thought was just apropos to any student because I don’t
want my students even getting tempted by the dangers of drugs.”
Mrs. Heintjes’s students wanted to focus on expressing positive mental health in their renditions of Haring’s art style, so new artwork will be posted in a matter of weeks regarding that
message. Expressing positivity and awareness through artwork is a creative, important way to
teach students to stay positive and safe at all times.
By: Thomas Matos

What’s Going On in STEM?
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Need a house built? No problem! This year the
STEM classes have been busy at work learning
about architecture, incredible right? The students were first taught the basics of architecture before being able to build the physical
model of their very own unique designs! They
were then given limitations on how large the
houses could be, requiring the houses to have
three sustainable elements, such as solar energy, a rain catching system, and a greenhouse.
A mandatory step-by-step guide had to be followed to individually build their unique designs.
The students were all put to the test as they
worked in groups to make their tiny houses;
the results were phenomenal! The STEM students rose to the occasion and produced
unique and structurally sound houses. Great
job everyone!

By: Alison Fanduiz
Photos by Alison Fanduiz &
Alanna Highsmith
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Around Every
Corner of Our
School...

Learning is
Evident!

