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Mission
Statement
Armstrong School District
in partnership with our
families and communities
will graduate educationally
prepared, productive, morally
responsible students.

“Working Together for Academic Excellence”

STEM Education Takes Root
District Promotes Science & Math in K-12
With apologies to explorer Ferdinand Magellan who thought he proved otherwise in the early1500’s, the world today is indeed flat – at least from a 21st-century economic perspective.
Access to information via the Internet, less restrictive international trade policies, and other
empowering elements of globalization have leveled the playing field for competing nations
to challenge America’s economic and educational pre-eminence. As emerging countries
such as China and India continue to produce more scientists, IT professionals,
engineers, and mathematicians than the United States, our nation will inevitably
experience a competitive disadvantage in attracting and maintaining high-tech jobs.
To better prepare students to compete in this new “flat-world” economy, Armstrong
School District is working to ratchet up the rigor and relevance of its science and math
curricula through a K-12 initiative known as STEM Education. STEM, which is an acronym
for “Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics,” is the focal point of a national push
to prepare young minds for the high-tech careers of the future. “Connecting education to highdemand occupations in such areas as energy, information technology, engineering, manufacturing
technology, and health care is an integral part of developing workforce quality and sustaining the
economic vitality of our region,” says William H. Kerr, Ed.D., Armstrong School District superintendent.
An early proponent of STEM education, Dr. Kerr served as a visiting fellow at the University of Pittsburgh
in 2007-08 to study the relationships between education and workforce development. His work
experience in this area helped to develop the "College & Career Pathways” initiative now in place in the
Armstrong School District. The Pathways initiative incorporates STEM principles into the high school
curriculum and academic planning framework. Dr. Kerr is collaborating with other education leaders in
the region including Dr. Kevin Snider, chancellor at Penn State - New Kensington Campus, to develop
various initiatives that underscore the urgency and importance of the STEM movement locally. As
part of the college’s “STEM 4 Success” program, Armstrong School District eighth-graders will
visit local businesses who rely on STEM-educated employees for their success, including
local advanced manufacturing firms.
The district is also participating in
the Pennsylvania STEM Initiative’s
regional networks which bring
together industry, K-12 schools,
higher education, and state
and local government officials
to ensure a unified effort to bring
STEM literacy and workforce
preparedness to the state.
“STEM is not a curriculum in itself.
Instead, it is a way of approaching
education that connects curricula to the Ford City freshman Joseph Cippel demonstrates his

— continued page 2 Rube Goldberg machine in Vicky Orr’s science class.
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STEM — continued
demands of the 21st-century workplace,” says
Larry Robb, assistant superintendent. “We
want all of our students to see the relevance
of having to study science, technology,
engineering, and math because they understand
that’s what employers are looking for.”

At Ford City Jr.-Sr. High School, teachers Vicky
Orr and Kirk Wicker say that CFF technology
has transformed their classrooms. “I never
write on the blackboard anymore,” says Ms.
Orr. “The interactivity of the technology today
like the laptops and Promethean whiteboards
draws the students in and really requires
STEM promotes problem-solving skills, them to be engaged, active learners.” She
critical thinking processes, and collaborative adds that the Science Department’s recent
learning. The integration of technology into purchase of ELMO document cameras and
instructional practices is also a key element projection systems offers even more flexibility
in making STEM education relevant to today’s by allowing teachers to project any document
generation of learners. Since the state-funded or image on to a whiteboard. The district also
“Classrooms for the Future” (CFF) program subscribes to a “Discovery Education” Web
began in the 2006-07 school year, Armstrong site that gives teachers access to thousands
School District has received nearly $600,000 of educational videos for the purpose of
in grants that have resulted in the purchase of presenting background information on a
a wide range of high-tech equipment including particular topic. Ms. Orr recently used the
laptop computers, interactive whiteboards, technology to give ninth grade students a visual
projectors, and other instructional technology. introduction to the concept of Rube Goldberg
Machines before assigning them to the task of
District administrators, including Rick Burns, constructing their own complex contraptions.
believe that the CFF technology has made an
incredible impact on education in the district. “The Rube Goldberg project is a perfect
“The four walls of the traditional classroom example of STEM education at work because
no longer exist,” says Mr. Burns, who serves it incorporates both science and engineering
as grades 7-12 coordinator for curriculum, principles, and requires problem-solving and
instruction and assessment in the district. the actual hands-on construction of something,”
“With the technology available to them in explains Ms. Orr. “Kids today just don’t have the
our schools, students can tap into a vast real-world experience in making things work at
amount of information and resources beyond home. They’re not fixing their own lawnmower
our school district, and that’s vital to today’s or their bicycles these days.” The Rube
learners. The technology in our schools Goldberg project was a culminating activity for
really opens up the eyes of our students a unit on simple machines. Ms. Orr says that
to the world outside of Armstrong County.” the students really enjoyed the experience,
and came up with several outstanding “chain
reaction” engineering concepts as solutions.

Toby Schrecengost (left) and Ryan Toy build
electric motors in their Power Technology I
class at Kittanning Sr. High.

Down the hall in Mr. Wicker’s Chemistry
classroom, students also take part in a wide
variety of hands-on learning opportunities
consistent with the STEM philosophy, and are
asked to connect the concepts they study in the
classroom to actual applications of chemistry
in the real world. “What my students learn all
week in Chemistry doesn’t quite sink in until
they have that ‘a-ha’ moment, and often seeing
a real-world application of chemistry in practice
is what brings that on,” says Mr. Wicker.

Kittanning Jr. High School student Hannah
Smith holds a newly hatched chick that was
incubated in her 8th grade science class.

He also works to create an awareness of career
opportunities in field of chemistry, or science
in general. “I ask my students what they think
they could do with a degree in Chemistry,
and we conduct research together to find
different answers. The goal is to show them
that chemistry doesn’t just fit into a nice little
academic box – it’s everywhere in our lives.”
In Eric Gromley’s Power Technology I course at
Kittanning Senior High School, students build
small DC electric motors as a way to learn
more about electricity and magnetism. The
motors are created using coated wire, round
steel, electrical tape, electrical wire staples,
sandpaper, and a piece of wood. According to
Mr. Gromley, the activity incorporates a number
of STEM standards including identifying and
applying technological design processes to
solve problems, distinguishing among the
principles of force and motion, and identifying
the relationship of electricity and magnetism as
two aspects of a single electromagnetic force.
The hands-on project also requires students to
use a variety of tools, materials, and processes in
constructing basic machines to solve problems.
In Christie Orlosky’s eighth grade science
classroom at Kittanning Junior High School,
students recently took part in an extracurricular

3
those who are leaving these occupations. Many highly

degree programs that focus on the application of

activity involving the incubation and hatching of insight into networking procedures,
engineering principles to industry rather than on basic
n a n c e workers will retire, change careers, or move to
chicken
eggs. “One of the eggs was halfway c o m p u t e r m a i n t e skilled
management
positions over the next decade. Between
research.
These
programs
include
coursework
in
finance,
hatched and I told them this was a good and safety, and various IT
2004 and 2014, employers are expected to hire about 2.5
project of
management,
areas
They techniques.
troubleshooting
example
‘survival of theand
fittest’other
– if the
chickof business.
million STEM workers who are entering their occupamay
increase
workers’
chances
for
advancement.
was strong enough to survive, it would break
for the first time.
extends
itself out of the shell; if not, it wasn’t meant STEM education also tion
to be,” explains Ms. Orlosky, who reports a to elementary classrooms in
survival rate of better than 80 percent (17 of 21). the Armstrong School District,
STEM workers hold jobs in every State. including
But six States—
Cheryl Goldstrohm’s
Although this article describes STEM occupations genCalifornia,
Texas,stands
New York,
Florida, Virginia,
and science classes
sixth grade
The
“T” in STEM
for Technology,
erally,
Illinois—accounted
for
40
percent
of
these
jobs
in
2005.
Ms.there are important distinctions among the occuand in today’s information-age economy, IT at Dayton Elementary.
Growingare
demand
means
Goldstrohm
integrated pations.
science Detailed information about these occupations is
professionals
amongfor
thetechnological
most sought advances
the aOccupational Outlook Handbook. The Handbook
morehigh-tech
jobs for
STEM workers.
BLS projects
growth
and job
math
concepts ininto
after
employees.
At West Shamokin
unit
dealing
with
measuring
Jr.-Sr.
High
School,
students
in
Jeremy
is available in many libraries and career counseling
for STEM occupations as a whole between 2004 and
Buhite’s
offices and is online at www.bls.gov/oco.
2014. IT Essentials course focus on temperatures, the expansion
andexpected
contraction
computer
technology
from aSTEM
basic “nuts
& are
Detailed earnings and employment information is
Nearly
all the major
groups
to of matter, and
the
transfer
of
thermal
energy.
bolts”
perspective.
The
goal
of
the
course
also available from the BLS Occupational Employment
have about the same rate of growth as the national averculminating activityStatistics
for the Dayton
isage.
to prepare
students is
to computer
take the CompTIA
survey.
The information
online
at (left) and
The exception
specialistThe
occupations,
Elementary
sixth-gradersisMaria
Sharp
lesson
encouraged
students
to
A+
certification
exam
–
which
represents
an
www.bls.gov/oes.
Specific
projections
job growth
in
which are expected to grow much faster than the averHannah Olinger
show off
their winningofdesign
for a science
ice project
Information
Technology
at keeping
cubes fromfrom
melting.
occupations
andaimed
industries
areiceavailable
the BLS
age. (See table
2.) career cornerstone. design a “package” to keep
cubes
frozen.
The assignment
Students
receive job
a computer
the beginning
Office of Occupational Statistics and Employment
Projected
growthatvaries
widely by
specific
occualso had to apply
theavailable
concepts ofonline
conduction,
challenged
them
to
use
the best insulating
of
the
one-credit
course
and
are
required
Projections.
This information
is also
at
pation, from a 55-percent projected growth for network
materials
thata they could
gather and then convection, and radiation in designing their
to
reformatand
thedata
hard communications
drive, install a desktop
www.bls.gov/emp.
systems
analysts
to about
operating system, and disassemble and design a container so that heat loss would projects. The winning project was designed
To receive BLS information by phone or in another
2-percent decline for mining and geological engineers.
analyze each component to better understand be prevented and the ice cubes would be by Maria Sharp and Hannah Olinger, who kept
format, call (202) 691-5200.
More STEM workers also will be needed to replace
the inner workings of a PC. Students also gain preserved for as long as possible. Students their ice cubes insulated for several hours!

Job prospects

For more information

Table 2
Employment
Growth and Job Openings in STEM Occupations

Projected
2004-2014
Employment growth
and job openings in STEM occupations, projected 2004-14
Employment
Occupational group
2004

2014

2004-14 change
Numeric
Percentage
Increase
Increase
Numeric
Percent

Job openings due
to growth and net
replacement, 2004-14

806,330
931,027
124,697
15%
315,000
Science occupations, natural*
Life scientists
231,723
279,890
48,166
21
103,000
Physical scientists
250,417
280,913
30,496
12
94,000
Natural science technicians
324,190
370,224
46,034
14
118,000
Technology occupations (computer specialists) 3,045,836
4,002,547
956,711
31
1,350,000
Engineering occupations
2,299,778
2,576,906
277,128
12
798,000
Engineers
1,448,871
1,643,500
194,629
13
507,000
Drafters, engineering, and mapping technicians
850,906
933,406
82,500
10
291,000
Mathematical science occupations
106,965
117,297
10,332
10
39,000
STEM occupations, total
6,258,909
7,627,777
1,368,867
22
2,503,000
* This group may include a small number of social science technicians, who are counted among life, physical, and social science technicians, all other.
Source: United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Outlook — Spring 2007

32 Occupational Outlook Quarterly • Spring 2007
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District Report Card: Armstrong on Target
Armstrong School District is pleased to report significant progress on
the 2008-09 Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA).
The district as a whole met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets as
mandated by “No Child Left Behind” legislation. Most of the district’s
seven elementary buildings performed well above AYP targets in
both Math and Reading, evidenced by an 84 percent Advanced/
Proficient rate for grades 3-5 students in Math and a 75 percent rate
for the same group in Reading. Also, 75 percent of district students
in grades 6-8 achieved Advanced/Proficient status in both Math and
Reading. “The district continues to make steady progress,” says
Larry Robb, assistant superintendent for
K-12 education. “We made gains in nearly
every grade level.” Mr. Robb notes that
Armstrong School District students have
made impressive progress since the PSSA
was first administered in the district in 2002. He
says that as a district, 30 percent more students
are achieving proficiency in Math as compared to
2002, which equates to about 900 more students.
Also, 16 percent more students (approximately 480)
are achieving proficiency in Reading than in 2002.

job of being prescriptive with their efforts,” explains Dr. Long. “The
three days during the year that our teachers dedicate to data analysis
have proven to be invaluable in identifying areas for improvement
on an individual basis for students, and then developing strategies
that will move them forward.” She says that targeted intervention
and support programs like the district’s reading-and-a-half and mathand-a-half programs have effectively provided additional instruction
to students who need it. Dr. Long also believes new initiatives like
READ 180 and the district-wide commitment to formative assessment
principles will further impact PSSA success in the years to come.
And despite its detractors, she sees the
federal “No Child Left Behind” legislation
as a positive motivating factor in terms
of educational accountability. “No Child
Left Behind probably did more to advance
students than anything ever before,” says Dr.
Long. “There is more emphasis now on getting
students where they need to be, especially
the IEP students. Today, we’re engaged in
meaningful dialogue about how to improve education
that never would have happened 10 years ago.”

Dr. Beverly Long, the district’s federal programs coordinator, attributes
much of Armstrong’s improvement over the years to the district’s
strong commitment to analyze all available student assessment data,
including 4Sight predictors. “I think our teachers are doing a better

The AYP targets for the 2009-10 exams will increase by 9 percentage
points to 72 percent in Reading and 65 percent in Math. More
detailed information on Armstrong School District’s performance
on the 2008-09 PSSA can be found online at www.pde.state.pa.us.

Armstrong School District 2008-09 PSSA Results
Building			
Math (AYP: 56%)
Reading (AYP: 63%)
Dayton Elementary		
89.0%			
76.3%			
Elderton Elementary		
76.9			
65.7			
Kittanning Twp. Elementary		
83.5			
80.6			
Lenape Elementary		
86.1			
76.3			
Shannock Valley Elementary
86.1			
77.8			
West Hills Primary School		
86.2			
83.9			
West Hills Intermediate School
79.5			
70.8			

Attendance
94.7%
95.5
94.8
94.9
95.2
94.4
94.6

Math and Reading percentages indicate PSSA Advanced/Proficient scores for students in grades 3-6 except
for West Hills Primary (3rd grade only) and West Hills Intermediate (grades 4-6 only).

Building			
Math (AYP: 56%)
Reading (AYP: 63%)
Kittanning JHS			
70.5%			
79.4%			
Elderton JSHS			
54.2			
71.6			
Kittanning SHS			
60.7			
69.9			
Ford City JSHS			
75.4			
74.1			
West Shamokin JSHS		
78.7			
84.0		

Grad. Rate
NA
97.9%
87.4
91.5
100

Math and Reading percentages indicate Advanced/Proficient scores for students in grade 8 and grade 11 except
for Kittanning JHS (8th grade only) and Kittanning SHS (11th grade only).

What is AYP?

Adequate Yearly
Progress represents
the minimum
performance targets
set by No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) in both
Reading and Math.
Students must achieve
either Advanced or
Proficient scores on
the PSSA to meet AYP.
All ASD schools
met AYP targets
for attendance and
graduation rates in
2008-09.
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ASD Foundation Awards Grants for Classroom Projects
and surface area. “With the
Polydrons, students can
build the different shapes
and develop the vocabulary
that they need to have a
better understanding of
geometric concepts,”
explains Ms. Bowser,
who works with students
According to ASD Foundation executive in all six of the district’s
director Jonathan Szish, more than $12,000 elementary schools. “A
in grants is being awarded to district teachers lot of students today are
during the 2009-10 school year. “Educators visual learners rather than Students (l-r) Cole Wolfe, Josh Bowser and Lierin Rutter work with
from across the Armstrong School District abstract learners, and this Polydron math manipulatives at West Hills Intermediate School.
submit numerous applications for funding to allows them to actually
support a wide range of interesting ideas for have something to construct, see, and
educational enrichment projects,” explains measure. When students are using them,
Mr. Szish. “A team of trustees gives careful they don’t even realize they’re working
consideration to each application, and decides and learning because it is so much fun.”
to fund the projects that we feel will enhance
the quality of education in the district.” Ms. Bowser wrote the grant last spring and
received the Polydrons at the beginning of Lenape Elementary School teachers Toni
One of the grant beneficiaries was district the current school year. It is the third time Taladay and Erika Hogan also received
math coach Sue Bowser, who received she has received an ASD Educator Innovation Educator Innovation Grants in 2009-10. Ms.
$2,000 to support her project, “Polydrons: Grant for the purchase of math manipulatives. Taladay is using her $1,000 grant to support
A Math Teaching Tool.” The grant went
a “Steppingstones That Lead to Remarkable
toward the purchase of various sets of hand- At West Shamokin Jr.-Sr. High School, science Readers” project aimed at giving secondheld math manipulatives designed to help teacher Karen Risinger received an Educator graders opportunities for “self-discovery” in
students in grades 4-6 grasp concepts of Innovation Grant from the ASD Foundation to learning. This spring, students will plant their
dimensional geometry, spatial awareness, fund her “Exploring Biodiversity: A Quadrat Field own gardens at the school and then correlate
Study” project. Its focus is to help 8th grade the experience to materials they read in class.
science students improve their higher-level Ms. Hogan is using a $500 grant to develop
scientific thinking skills and technology use “Differentiated Learning Centers” for second
while exploring the diversity of living organisms. grade students in her class. The concept is
designed to advance reading, writing, and math
Each participating student examined the skills for all students by allowing each to learn
incredible biodiversity present in just a single in a style that best suits their individual needs.
square meter of land on the West Shamokin
campus, and used reference materials Since fall 2005, the Armstrong School District
provided by the $500 grant to analyze and Foundation has awarded more than $45,000
identify multiple plant and animal organisms. in educator grants, giving district teachers
This phase of the project took place early in the means to conduct innovative programs
the school year, and will be followed later this benefitting more than 11,000 students to date.
spring by a culminating activity involving a trip to Funds are generated from district employee
Crooked Creek Environmental Learning Center. payroll deductions, the generosity of community
“We’re interested in seeing and discussing donors, and from an annual golf outing
how invasive plant species impact held at Kittanning Country Club each June.
West Shamokin students take part in an
“Exploring Biodiversity” project made possible by our environment when we visit the For more information about the ASD Foundation,
Learning Center,” explains Ms. Risinger. please visit www.asd.k12.pa.us/asdfoundation.
an ASD Foundation Educator Innovation Grant.
Innovation is the engine that drives progress
in America, both in our economy and in our
educational system. In an effort to provide
unique learning enrichment opportunities for
district students, the Armstrong School District
Foundation is pleased to be able to support
several worthwhile initiatives each school year
through its Educator Innovation Grant program.

6
Cyber Academy at ASD Expands Enrollment
A growing number of students are making the connection to a different
type of learning experience through the Cyber Academy at Armstrong
School District. The initiative, which debuted in fall 2008 with just 5
students enrolled, has grown to include more than 30 students this year
in grades 7-12. The district-sponsored program offers several distinct
advantages over conventional cyber schools or traditional homeschooling alternatives, including the opportunity to earn an Armstrong
School District diploma upon completion of the required course of study.
“We have been able to attract many of the students who were taking
part in other cyber schools back to the district with our Cyber Academy,”
explains Brad Schrecengost, director of technology and information
services. “What is special about it is that
the curriculum is developed and taught
by Armstrong School District teachers.”
Mr. Schrecengost also points out
that the district’s Cyber Academy
allows students the freedom to learn
independently on their own schedule.
The program also gives students the
freedom and flexibility to take some
of their classes online, and others at
school if they choose. Cyber Academy
students can also take advantage of
individualized, face-to-face tutoring
and support from district faculty.
Cyber Academy students can
participate in sports, band, or
any of the other extracurricular

Armstrong School District
Kindergarten Registration
for 2010-11 School Year
Admission to kindergarten will be limited to children reaching five
(5) years of age on or before August 31, 2010. Registration forms
can be downloaded from the district’s Web site and completed
prior to registration to save time. Please note, however, that
official registration must be done in person. Parents/guardians
are asked to bring the following information to registration:
- An original copy of the child’s birth certificate;
- The child’s immunization records;
- Proof of residency with an accurate description of the location of your
residence for transportation planning purposes.

activities sponsored by the district. They also have the opportunity
to take dual-enrollment courses with any of the postsecondary
institutions that partner with the district to provide these offerings.
The same discounted tuition rate given to Armstrong School District
students taking dual-enrollment courses is also extended to Cyber
Academy students. Dual-enrollment courses in the Armstrong
School District are offered in partnership with Butler County
Community College, California University of PA, Indiana University
of PA, and the University of Pittsburgh. Cyber Academy students
are eligible to take the PSSA at any district high school, as opposed
to having to travel to a distant testing center to take the exams.
The district provides students with all the essential technology
necessary to participate in the Cyber Academy including a laptop,
Web cam, printer, etc. The district also reimburses the student’s family
for the Internet service necessary to conduct the program in their
home. District representatives install all necessary technology in each
cyber student’s home at no charge, and offer free technical support.
In its initial year, Armstrong School District’s Cyber Academy was
available only to students in grades 7-10. This year, however, it is
being offered to Armstrong School District students in grades 7-12.
Armstrong School District is one of the first public school districts
in the region to offer a full curriculum and corresponding high
school degree through a district-sponsored Cyber Academy. The
district expects to have its first graduates of the Cyber Academy
in spring 2010, as there are three seniors currently enrolled in the
program. For more information, please contact Mr. Larry Robb,
assistant superintendent, K-12 education, at (724) 763-5227.
Dayton Elementary 814-257-8816
February 9, 2010; 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Elderton Elementary 724-354-2131
February 11, 2010; 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Kittanning Twp. Elementary 724-548-7696
February 10, 2010; 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Lenape Elementary 724-763-5299
February 16-18, 2010; 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Shannock Valley Elementary 724-783-6991
February 9, 2010; 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (A-J)
February 10, 2010; 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. (K-Z)
West Hills Primary 724-548-7651
February 9-10, 2010; 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. (A-I)
February 11-12, 2010; 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. (J-Z)
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Armstrong School District Recognizes Leadership
Armstrong School District’s annual BusinessEducation-Community Program serves as the
cornerstone event of the district’s celebration
of American Education Week. The weeklong,
nationwide observance is held the third week of
November and is designed to raise awareness
about the need to provide every child with a
quality public education. The district’s theme for
American Education Week, November 15-21,
2009, was “Public Education: The Foundation
for a Strong America.” Six senior student
representatives to the school board were
the featured speakers at Armstrong School
District’s Business-Education-Community
Program, which was held Friday, November
20, 2009 at Lenape Heights Banquet Hall off
Route 66 in Manor Township. The students
shared their personal views about what
America means to them at the eleventh-annual
Business-Education-Community Program. The
student speakers included Theresa Cook and
Dylan Vorpe of Ford City Jr.-Sr. High School;
Alyssa Cockrell and Abby Copenhaver of
Kittanning Sr. High School; and Sarah Broskin
and Leya Ramer of West Shamokin Jr.-Sr. High
School. Although the community luncheon
has taken place during American Education
Week in the district since 1999, this was the first

time a student,
Brendon Ignatz
of Ford City
High School,
served as the
program’s
Master of
Ceremonies.
Nearly 25
student leaders
were recognized
for their
service to their
schools and
communities Armstrong School District’s Student Board Representatives (seated, l-r): Allison
with leadership Cox (FCHS), Jillian Blodgett (KSHS), Alyssa Cockrell (KSHS), Abby Copenhaver
awards from (KSHS), Theresa Cook (FCHS), Sarah Broskin (WSHS), Leya Ramer (WSHS);
A r m s t r o n g (standing l-r): Derek Smeltzer (WSHS), Andrew Steighner (WSHS), Tanner Fiscus
S c h o o l (FCHS), Andrew Gaiser (KSHS), Dylan Vorpe (FCHS).
District. Congratulations to everyone
involved in this worthwhile program.
January is School

School Director
Recognition Month
For more than 175 years, communities have
had a voice in the operation of their schools
through a locally elected board of school
directors consisting of individuals from their
hometown. These boards
enable us to have local control
of the public schools, meaning
that decisions on school
programs are made by local,
elected representatives who
understand the community.
Being a board member is
an unpaid position in which
most spend an average of
20 hours of personal time a
month attending meetings and
school activities, reviewing
budgets and finances,
educating themselves on
the issues, and countless
other activities. Armstrong
Armstrong Board of School Directors (seated l-r): Mr. James T.
Rearic; Ms. Rose M. Stitt, President; Mr. Christopher E. Choncek; School District salutes the
efforts and commitment of its
Ms. Sara J. Yassem. Standing (l-r): Dr. James A. Solak,
Vice President; Mr. John L. Monroe, Jr.; Mr. Joseph D. Close;
Board of School Directors!
Mr. Michael J. Markilinski; Mr. D. Royce Smeltzer.

Director Recognition
Month

Did

you know?

• There are 4,500 school
directors serving PA’s 		
500 public school districts; all
boards have nine members.
• School director elections are
held every two years, on a 5-4
rotation to ensure continuity.
• All board members are elected
to four-year terms.
• All serve as volunteers,
without pay.
• 21% of those serving on school
boards in 2009 have more than
10 years experience.
• In 2009, about one of every
three (33%) PA school board
members was female.
Source: Pennsylvania School Board
Association Web site — www.psba.org
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Rose M. Stitt, President
Dr. James A. Solak, Vice-President
Christopher E. Choncek
Joseph D. Close
Michael J. Markilinski
John L. Monroe, Jr.
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The Armstrong School District Network
newsletter is an official school district
publication and is mailed to all residents
of the Armstrong School District, 410 Main
St., Ford City, PA 16226. Phone: (724)
763-7151. Web site: www.asd.k12.pa.us.
The production of this publication
is paid for by federal Title I funds.
If you are a district resident and do not
receive this publication, please contact the
Superintendent’s office at (724) 763-5269.
The Armstrong School District is an equal opportunity educational
institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, sex and handicap in its activities, programs or
employment practices as required by Title IX and Section 504.
For information regarding civil rights, grievance procedures,
services, activities and facilities that are accessible to and usable
by handicapped persons, contact the Office of Human Resources,
Title IX 504 Coordinator, at 410 Main Street, Ford City, PA 16226.
Telephone (724) 763-5259

Don’t Miss Education Today!
“Education Today” is a weekly, 25-minute TV
show that spotlights educational initiatives in
the Armstrong School District. High school
television production students act as the
film crew for this informative community
television program. The host is Jonathan
Szish, school and community relations
coordinator, with Chris Garritano serving
as multimedia technician. Guests include
classroom teachers, administrators, students,
and an occasional spotlight on community
leaders. Tune in, or set your DVR to:

West Shamokin High School’s Zach Cloak
works on the set of Education Today.

• Comcast 6 (IUP-TV) nightly at 6:00 p.m.
• Comcast 190 Tuesday and Thursday at 6:00 p.m.

U.S. Census - Stand Up and Be Counted!
The 2010 U.S. Census questionnaires will be mailed to district residents
in March. The Census is important because it determines the distribution
of $300 billion in government funding each year. Accurate Census
data also affects Title I and special education funding allocations
in our school district. It also impacts our local voice in Congress.
So stand up and be counted in the 2010 United States Census!

