Weekly Memos – December 11, 2017
Listening & Learning Tour
I am beginning to make preparation to conduct my annual Superintendent
Roundtables. The roundtable is an opportunity to sit and listen to teachers and staff
members in small groups. I do this twice a year, where I visit every school in the
county. Also, I reach out to key stakeholders for coffees, lunch, etc. to hear the voices
from the community. This is a great opportunity for me to hear what is working well
and what can be improved. This has allowed me to be very deliberate around ensuring
that our budget is aligned with our priorities. Because of this, we have seen an uptick
in our school system’s program offerings, parent and community involvement, student
achievement, and much more. I will continue to state the fact that this
superintendency is my ministry. I have been a superintendent before, so I have no point to prove. The only
point I have to prove is service to mankind. This is what life’s all about. I will continue to lead with a servant
leadership approach, while ensuring that the dollars going toward our educational system are dollars well
invested. Roundtable visit schedules will be shared soon. For those who would like to share comments,
ideas, and/or concerns as we budget for the next academic school year, please email me at
superintendent@fcsk12.net or call me at 901-465-5260. I will assure you that I am all ears and will make
time to meet with you to learn how we can become better. I am optimistic that we will become the district
of choice in this region. Stay tuned.

Calculator Inventory Survey
Audience: Chiefs, Grades 3-12 Math Teachers
We are asking all math teachers in grades 3-12 to count the number of calculators you have in your
classroom on a daily basis. Submit this information by Friday, December 15, by completing this
form: https://goo.gl/forms/QtEqSH0CyGgNfRpg2

Dec. 30th Payroll Information
Audience: All
The payroll check scheduled for Dec. 30th will be given on Tuesday, Dec. 19, the last working day
for this semester. Happy holidays!

Teacher Tuesday
Audience: All
Teacher Tuesday will be held on December 19, 2017. Students will attend school a half day; lunch
will be served. All FCPS staff are required to participate in the professional development. B.A.S.E.
will be open at all schools. Beyond the Bell will be closed.
Chiefs/Directors click here: Teacher Tuesday Logistics
All employees click here: Teacher Tuesday Schedule

TNTP
Audience: Chiefs
TNTP/LIFT Network representatives will be visiting elementary schools on December 11 and 12 to
observe classrooms and provide feedback on best practices to improve reading instruction and
student achievement. Click here for the schedule: TNTP Schedule

SAVE THE DATE: Professional Development
Audience: Chief of Schools, STEM Teachers, K-11 Math Teachers, and 411 STAR/Excel ELA Teachers
There is an optional professional development concerning Learning Blade, an online STEM
platform for grades 5-11, at the FCPS Board Room on Tuesday, December 12 from 1:00 PM to 3:00
PM. Chief of Schools may send one staff member to this optional training. Please email Eddie Keel
by COB Monday if you plan to send a staff member.
There is an all-day, mandatory professional development session concerning our new Mastery
Connect platform for all grades 4-11 STAR/EXCEL math and ELA teachers on Thursday, January 4,
2018. In addition, there will be a mandatory math technology training for all K-11 math teachers
on Thursday, January 4. All K-5 math teachers (not involved in the Mastery Connect training) will
meet from 8:00 to 10:00 AM and all 6-11 math teachers (not involved in the Mastery Connect
training) will meet from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. More logistical information about both trainings
will be provided at a later date.

West Closing Gap in Pentathlon Challenge
It was a close race, but once again East Junior High’s Pentathlon team won this week’s competition
over West by a score of 9-8. The Pentathlon teams will compete at the regional level in five events
in the areas of math, science, social studies, ELA, and fine arts. East’s Everette Doyle (7th grade)
was the top scorer at East and in the district while Ella Self took the top prize at West and had the
second top score in the district. Other top scorers for East and West were as follows: East- Kelvin
Finnie, 8th grade and Bryanna Cannon, 6th grade; and at West- Samuel O’Brien, 6th grade and Zoe
Crutcher and Cody Chamberlain, 8th grade. Keep aiming high, scholars!

Top Scorers at East L to R: Kelvin Finnie, Everette Doyle, and Bryanna Cannon

Top Scorers at West L to R: Ella Self, Cody chamberlain,
Zoe Crutcher, and Samuel O’Brien

Fayette-Ware Students Host 2nd Annual Showcase
From musical composition to fashion and beauty to construction and welding, the seniors at
Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School expressed their individual talents through the Senior
Project Showcase. Students incorporated research, writing, and a final project in lieu of a
traditional research paper and were able to display their final product in a special event that was
open to the public. By combining traditional academic skills with a hands-on approach, students’
projects reflected their true individual interests and abilities.

School Bus Drivers Certified in CPR
and First Aid
As another step in promoting safety in
transportation, Fayette County Public Schools is
in its first phase of certifying bus drivers in CPR
and first aid. This will help drivers prepare for
and respond to emergency situations properly.
Fayette County Public Schools continues to
promote and provide a safe environment for all
students.

REACH Academy Students Graduate
REACH Academy will host its 2nd Annual REACH Academy Commencement Ceremony. The
ceremony will take place at 6:00 PM on Thursday, December 14, 2017 at First United Methodist
Church at Davis Hall. Congratulations, graduates!

Fayette-Ware Freshmen Split Games with Brighton
The Fayette-Ware Wildcats hosted the Brighton Cardinals last week at “The Warehouse” and split a
pair of games. In the girls’ game, the Lady Wildcats built an early lead with the hot shooting of
Kamiya Ransom. She had 12 first half points to stake Fayette-Ware to a 21-14 halftime lead. But
Brighton took advantage of its own hot shooter as Albanie Dunn ignited a Brighton comeback,
finishing with a game high 29 points as the Cardinals rallied for the 39-35 victory. Ransom finished
with 16 for the Lady Wildcats.
The boys’ game started out close but finished up in a blowout win for Fayette-Ware. The teams
traded baskets the entire first half as they went to the break tied at 24. Tre Henderson had 7 first
points to lead the Wildcats. Fayette-Ware turned the defensive pressure all the way up in the 3rd
quarter as the full-court press forced many Cardinal turnovers, leading to easy fast break points.
Brighton was held scoreless in the quarter as Fayette-Ware went on a 21-0 run to put the game
away. LaDarius Luellen finished with a game high 15 points and Henderson followed up with 10.
Fayette-Ware will be in action at home on Monday Dec 18th vs MHEA.

Fayette-Ware Routs Munford 72-46
The Fayette-Ware Wildcats welcomed the Munford Cougars to Fayette County last Friday night
and sent them home with their tails between their legs in the 72-46 blowout win. Jaylon Taylor got
things started in the first quarter scoring 7 points on a variety of shots. Munford was able to keep
pace thanks to some hot three-point shooting. The second quarter saw Tre’ Yates and Chavis Ricks
each score 8 points as Fayette-Ware took a 31-21 lead into halftime. The Wildcats turned their full
court pressure defense up in the third quarter and Munford couldn’t keep up. The Wildcats
outscored the Cougars 25-7 as Yates added 11 more points in the quarter as the lead grew to 56-28
headed to the fourth. Coach Stokes cleared the Wildcat bench to give some underclassmen
valuable playing time. When the final horn sounded, the Wildcats had defeated Munford 72-46 in
front of a loud crowd at “The Warehouse”. Tre’ Yates finished with a game high 22 points, and
senior Quatarius York chipped in with 10.

Fayette-Ware Splits with Northpoint Christian Commission
The Fayette-Ware Wildcats hosted the Northpoint Christian Trojans last Tuesday night at “The
Warehouse”. The girls’ game featured the two-time defending Division II-A state champion Lady
Trojans. The Lady Trojans jumped out to an early lead and cruised to victory to remain
undefeated. Courteisha Jackson led the Lady Wildcats in scoring.
In the nightcap, the boys game was a lopsided affair as Fayette-Ware used its advantage in speed
and quickness to outrun the Trojans 65-36. Senior Quatarius York wasted no time in getting things
going for the Wildcats as he dropped 12 points to help Fayette-Ware lead 21-9 after the first
quarter. The Trojans were able to slow the game down in the second quarter as the Wildcats could
only muster 11 points but York was still on fire, scoring 9 more points in the frame to give him 21
for the first half. The third quarter proved to be the difference, as once again the Fayette-Ware full
court pressure defense forced Northpoint into turnovers which were converted into layups. Jaylon
Taylor put the finishing touches on a 19-9 run with a thunderous dunk over a Trojan defender to
ignite the Wildcat crowd. The fourth quarter saw both teams empty the benches and the Wildcats

won their fifth game in a row. The girls and boys will participate in the Briarcrest Christmas Classic
December 19th-23rd.

