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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Red Dragons everywhere, I am penning this edition of my Liner notes on a gorgeous day in May with
temperatures expected to hit in the 70’s. By the time you read this article, our students and teachers will be
enjoying a well-deserved summer break. Over the last few months of school, I am proud to report that in both
buildings certain electricity existed. That electricity was a direct result of the enthusiasm of the students,
teachers, staff, administrators, and parents as we approached our end of the year celebratory culminating
activities. At the elementary school, I was honored to be a part of the second annual Leadership Days in conjunction with our Leader in Me school wide positive behavioral support initiative. The goals of which are to include
celebrating success, lowering student code of conduct violations, and focusing on growth in making sound decisions as
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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Of particular note was the National Honor Society induction ceremony. Also, this year’s end of year concerts
were well attended and impressive. Namely, the junior high chorus and senior high chorus featuring apPLause,
the junior high band and senior high band featuring Jazz Band, and the elementary chorus and elementary band
all performed on separate occasions over the span of three weeks in May. My own personal favorite was Whitney
Lowe’s rendition of the Kristin Chenoweth ―Taylor, The Latte Boy‖ song. So funny. Lastly, this year’s prom
transported the students to the magical Arabian Nights. There was no shortage of dancing, selfie-taking, and
sundae-making taking place.
June 1, 2016, marked the 61st annual commencement ceremony for Purchase Line High School. Sixty-one seniors
will graduate from the class of 2016. Two seniors stand out from that group. These two students have demonstrated excellence in achieving the highest and second highest academic rank in their class. Kelsee Lazor has
earned the honor of valedictorian. Jordan Barr has earned the honor of salutatorian. This distinction earned Kelsee and Jordan the privilege of representing their class and delivering farewell addresses at commencement. Out
of our 61 graduates, seven earned the privilege to participate in an additional graduation ceremony from the Indiana County Technology Center. The ICTC Senior Ceremony was held on May 26, 2016, at Indiana School District’s Junior High School Auditorium. Equally exciting was our sixth grade promotion ceremony that also took
place on May 26 in the high school auditorium. That event marked the move up for 74 sixth graders from being
the big men on campus in the elementary building to entering the seventh grade at the high school with eyes wide
open.
As I reflect back on this past year at PL, musicals have been produced, tests have been taken, trips have occurred,
sports seasons have come and gone, and meetings have met. I thank all of you. I hope the Board, the teachers,
the parents, the administration, the secretaries, the lunch monitors, the aides, the cafeteria staff, the maintenance
and custodial crews, the technology department, and myself will continue to keep what is best for the students
in the forefront of all of our actions and decisions. Again, I am grateful for their hard work, dedication, and
support. I am equally grateful and honored to serve a great school and community. In closing, Red Dragons
everywhere have a wonderful summer.

Joseph A. Bradley
Superintendent of Schools
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Heritage Conference Impromptu Speech Competition
Submitted By: Mrs. Dean
The annual Heritage Conference Impromptu Speech Competition was held at Homer Center High School on
March 15, 2016. Each school had four competitors—one each from the freshman, sophomore, junior, and
senior classes. This year Abbie Ewing, Marissa Barnosky, Whitney Lowe, and Veronica Scott represented
Purchase Line. Only one of those students, Whitney Lowe, had prior experience in the competition. Understandably, most of the other competitors were a little nervous on our way to the event.
Upon arrival at Homer Center, our team selected a sealed envelope, which contained the number two, indicating that we would be speaking in the second round. After listening to opening remarks and instructions in the
auditorium, the competitors went to a holding room where they waited for their turn to speak.
After the first team completed their speeches, our team went to the library to receive the potential prompts for
the competition. Each year, the prompts are based on current events, famous people, and quotes. The prompts
for this year included a variety of topics from presidential candidate promises to quotes by Confucius. The
students had five minutes to prepare a speech on any one of the topics. During the five-minute preparation,
students wrote notes to organize their thoughts, but once the five-minute time limit was up, they had to leave
their notes behind and go to the auditorium to speak.
Each speaker entered the auditorium alone, went to the stage, and presented the speech with neither a podium
nor a microphone. The judges used a rubric to evaluate each speaker in three major areas—content, organization, and delivery. The judges this year included representatives from local businesses. After all schools presented their speeches, the judging results were tallied while the students ate lunch, and the awards ceremony
followed in the auditorium. This year, Purchase Line placed ninth in the competition with Whitney Lowe being named our team’s most valuable player. Abbie Ewing placed second for our team, coming in only a few
points behind Whitney, while Marissa and Veronica tied for third place.

Congratulations
Jordan Barr
Salutatorian
Kelly Pierce
Class President

Carly Mumau
Student Council
President
Kelsee Lazor
Valedictorian
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The Senior Class of 2016

Baccalaureate Service
Tuesday, May 31, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
Purchase Line High School Auditorium

Graduation
Wednesday, June 1, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
Purchase Line High School Auditorium

Valedictorian
Kelsee Lazor

Salutatorian
Jordan Barr

Senior Class Officers
Kelly Pierce
President
Samuel Stanford
Vice President
Kelsee Lazor
Secretary
Carly Mumau
Treasurer
Benjamin Crawford Chaplain
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Advisors
Karen Conrad
Steve Woodrow

Senior Future Plans
Blue Ridge Community College
Catherine Hoctor

Lancaster Bible College
Brooke Faught
Christy Tiger

Slippery Rock University of PA
Alden Sink
Samuel Stanford

Brockway Center for Arts and
Technology
Megan Tapper

Masonry institute (Maryland)
Eric Tudor

Bulter County Community College
Cara Edwards

Penn State University - DuBois
Hannah Berringer
Ronald Button III

University of Pittsburgh - Johnstown
Brooke Jones
Casie Maughan
Sarah Smith
Logan White

Duquesne University
Kelsee Lazor

Penn State University - Erie
(Behrend College)
Jonah Nichols
Ayla Reinoehl

Edinboro University
Destiny Faivre
George Washington University
Benjamin Crawford
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Caleb Brady
Jaycelyn Fleming
Allison Goodlin
Ashley Goodlin
Phoenix Goss
Brianne Guzman
Brandon Maughan
Sierra Misko
Mikhala Stover
William Syster

Penn State University
Cody Farmery
Kelly Pierce
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Shane Hines
Jessica Stanford

United States Army
Jacob Daisher
Virginia Commonwealth University
Madelaine Peles
Westmoreland County Community College
Jordan Barr
Janessa McCullough
Carly Mumau

Pittsburgh Technical Institute
Gregory Jennings
Luis Ramos

Class Song: ―Good Riddance‖ By: Green Day
Class Flower: Red Tipped White Rose
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Students Attend Music Festivals
Submitted By: Mrs. Bracken-Bouch
Every year the winter weather brings about many long hours of music practice. Musicians all across the state of
Pennsylvania gear up for the state music festivals sponsored by the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association. This
year, Purchase Line had many vocalists and instrumentalists involved in this endeavor. As always, our musicians worked
hard and did very well!
The year began with our students attending County Festivals, sponsored by the Indiana County Music Educators Association. These events include both Junior High and Senior High ensembles. County Chorus is always held the week before
Thanksgiving and many of our Chorus members attended this event on November 19, which was hosted by Indiana. This
year, we were very honored to host County Band at Purchase Line on January 22. Many of our musicians participated in
the event. It is a great way to show our Purchase Line pride and share our beautiful school with so many across Indiana
County.
Musically speaking, the state is divided into 12 different “districts.” These divisions are mostly set up by county
lines. Purchase Line is in District 3, which consists of Indiana, Jefferson, Clarion, Venango, Forest and Armstrong
Counties. The students are chosen on a separate date in October. This year we had the following students chosen for
District Chorus, which was hosted by Punxsutawney School District and held at Indiana University of Pennsylvania: Kayla
Mikesell, Soprano I; Ayla Reinoehl, Soprano II, Kayla Nichol, Alto II, Isaac Hughes, Tenor I; Kyle Gearhart, Tenor II; Caleb
Brady, Bass II, and Ethan Brady, Bass II. We also had the following students chosen for District Band, held at Oil City
School District and co-hosted with Brookville School District: Jeannise Imes, Euphonium; Sarah Buterbaugh, Tenor Saxophone; Nathan Moore, Horn; Ethan Brady, Horn; Brooke Jones, Alto Saxophone; Ayla Reinoehl, Flute; and Kayla Mikesell, Clarinet III.
The first thing a music student does when they are chosen for a festival is prepare for the audition that determines if they
will advance to the next festival. They must practice the 7-10 pieces that will be performed at the concert. Upon arrival,
three directors serve as judges for each instrument/part and rate the students in many different musical categories. From
the scores, they are placed into different “chairs.” At District Chorus, Kayla Mikesell received ninth chair and Kayla Nichol
received tenth chair, which advanced them on to Region Chorus. At District Band, Jeannise Imes received first
chair, Sarah Buterbaugh received second chair, and Kayla Mikesell received first chair, third clarinet and fifth chair over all
clarinets. Their scores advanced all of these students on to Region Band.
Some of our students also auditioned in November for District 3 Jazz Band. Sarah Buterbaugh was awarded a spot in the
third band on Alto Saxophone. She attended District 3 Jazz Band in DuBois on February 18-19.
Region Band was held at Marion Center High School and was co-hosted by Purchase Line. Because of our co-hosting
status, we were able to add another student as a courtesy appointment to the ensemble. Jeannise Imes, Sarah Buterbaugh
and Kayla Mikesell already auditioned in to Region Band and were delighted to see their fellow band member
participate. Nathan Moore received first chair, third trumpet at Region Band. We are very proud of all of our students
that represented Purchase Line so well!
Region Chorus was held at Fort LeBoeuf High School. Kayla Nichol and Kayla Mikesell attended this festival. I think this
was the only time there was a festival near Erie when there
was no snow! This festival was held from March 1719. Both Kaylas did a fine job representing Purchase Line.
High School students are not the only students that represent Purchase Line at festivals. Our fifth and sixth grade
chorus members represented Purchase Line Elementary
Chorus Fest on February 12 at Freeport High School. On
May 6, some of our elementary students in sixth grade along
with some of our students in Junior High Band will represent
Purchase Line at Middle School Band Fest to be held at the
brand new Armstrong Jr/Sr High School in Kittanning, PA.
Music students are such hard working individuals. Besides
most of them being honor roll (and even high honor roll) students, many of them are in sports, musicals, church youth
groups, scouts, etc. They are on their way to be exemplary Front Row: Sarah Buterbaugh, Ayla Reinoehl, Kayla
Nichol, Brooke Jones, Jeannise Imes
members of our community. We are so proud of all they
have already
accomplished, and
can’t wait to see
what they do next! Back Row: Nathan Moore, Kayla Mikesell, Isaac Hughes,

Ethan Brady, Caleb Brady, Kyle Gearhart
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IUP Symphonic Band Includes PL
Musicians
Submitted By: Mrs. Bracken-Bouch
This year the county band directors were presented
with an amazing opportunity for aspiring instrumentalists. Purchase Line was one of those schools that
took advantage of that opportunity.
The newly founded IUP Community Music School,
along with the IUP Symphonic Winds, formed an
alliance to include members of high school band
programs in its ensemble. Every county band is
allowed three scholarship students. After three
scholarships are awarded per school, a $25.00 tuition
rate is charged per student.
In the fall semester, Nathan Moore auditioned on
trumpet and Sarah Buterbaugh auditioned on Alto
Saxophone and joined the IUP Symphonic
Winds. Nathan and Sarah traveled to IUP every
Tuesday evening to rehearse with the ensemble from
7-9 PM. They played college level music and
rehearsed with Dr. Jason Worzbyt and the IUP
Musicians. They performed in concerts in Fisher
Auditorium multiple times a semester.
In the Spring semester, a different group of musicians
joined the ensemble. Brooke Jones joined the band
on Alto Saxophone and Isaac Hughes joined on
Baritone Saxophone. Caleb Brady was an IUP
Symphonic musician on Trumpet and Jeannise Imes
joined the group on Euphonium. These students
performed in multiple concerts as well throughout the
semester. Their final concert was on April 23 at
8:00 PM in Fisher Auditorium.
This was such a great outreach opportunity for our
aspiring musicians. We are so very proud of these
students that went the extra mile to pursue a new
avenue of musical experience. I hope that they
continue to pursue new things, constantly look for
ways to be creative and never be afraid to try new and
positive experiences!

Front Row: Brooke Jones
Second Row: Sarah Buterbaugh, Jeannise Imes
Back Row: Nathan Moore, Isaac Hughes, Caleb Brady

THE LINER

SUMMER 2016

Indiana County Back to School Bash:
While looking forward to a well-deserved summer
break, remember a new school year is right around
the corner. So, mark your calendar for the Indiana
County Back to School Bash, an annual event
sponsored by area churches, community organizations
and individuals. This year’s event will take place
Saturday, August 20th in downtown Indiana on
Church Street between 6th and 7th Streets. The goal
is to provide school supplies to Indiana County
families who are experiencing economic difficulties.
In addition, the event provides a day of fun-filled
family activities,
refreshments,
clothing, haircuts and
the opportunity to
obtain valuable
information on a
variety of child
centered topics. To
be eligible for this
program, students
must be from families
with incomes at or
below 200% of the
poverty level.
To register, call 724-463-8036. Registration dates are
Monday – Friday, July 11-29 from 10:00 AM – 4:00
PM.
Evening registration dates are Wednesday, July 13, 20
and 27 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
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Heritage Conference Current Event Competition
By: Mr. Falisec
On Monday, March 14, 2016, the Heritage Conference Current Event Competition was once again held at Purchase Line High School.
This is the day where the nine Heritage Conference schools battle against one another for the crown of the current event world. Purchase Line was
represented by a group of returning seniors. All four of these players were a member of last year’s team that battled to a 4 th place finish. This
year’s team included seniors Jordan Barr, Ronnie Button, Carly Mumau, and Kelly Pierce. To prepare for the competition the team prepared sample questions, looked at news websites, and studied the different faces in the news over the past eight months. The team along with their coach Mr.
Falisec met several times over the last few weeks to practice and discuss current topics in the news.
As the schools arrived at Purchase Line, they registered and ate a snack. It was soon time for the first event. The first event was a 100point multiple choice test in the cafeteria. This was an individual event, and the questions were extremely difficult. Ronnie Button had the highest
score for Purchase Line and the highest score overall. To understand the difficulty of the test, the highest overall score was a 61/100. Here are a
few of the sample questions. The correct answer is underlined.
1. What type of vehicle was hit by the Google self driving car?
A. Taxi
B. Van
C. Bus
D. Car
2. The Baltimore International Airport detained a woman for her pistol shaped……...
A. Stiletto Heels
B. Earrings
C. Necklace
D. Bracelet
3. On March 2nd, a quake struck off the coast of which Indonesian Island?
A. Java
B. Bali
C. Sumatra
D. Sulawesi
4. Which Supreme Court Justice finally spoke during oral arguments for the first time in ten years?
A. Anthony Kennedy
B. Samuel A. Alito
C. John Roberts
D. Clarence Thomas
The next event of the competition was ―Faces in the News.‖ For this activity the teams stayed in the cafeteria and would once again
work individually. A face would pop up on the white board screen asking for that person’s name and why they are in the news. The students
would then write that person’s name and why they are in the news. For example, a picture of Paul Ryan would appear on the screen and above
his name it would say name and position. The team was required to write Paul Ryan, Speaker of the House. Another face that appeared on the
screen was Vladimir Putin, President of Russia. There were 25 faces that each team had to identify; one important aspect of the competition is
even if they didn’t know the name of the person, they could still put their position down. This activity was worth 100 points. Ronnie Button and
Carly Mumau scored the highest for Purchase Line and the highest for the whole overall competition. They earned an 82/100; Purchase Line had
the highest overall average for this competition which was 80.5/100.
The final competition was the smart board activity, which required the whole team to work together. A question would appear on the
white board, each question had four choices. One student used the mouse to touch the right answer on the screen. If they were right, the next
question would appear; if they were wrong, they were taken back to the very first question. All team members had to pay attention to help the
team advance in the five-minute time limit. Teams had to be careful not to restart as time was expiring because they would lose points. Purchase
Line made it through all 30 questions with a 1:44 remaining. There were only 3 teams
that made it through all 30 questions and Purchase Line was one of them.
During the down time students worked in the library creating a poster of the
top 5 news stories of the year. Purchase Line’s top 5 were: 5) Manning wins Super
Bowl 50. 4) Star Wars hits it big at the boxoffice. 3) Apple and the FBI face off in anti
-privacy disagreement. 2) Flint, Michigan and the water crisis. 1) Donald Trump and
his campaign for US President.
The day came to an end, and the winning team was announced. Purchase
Line earned a 1st place finish. The team won first place with a score of 285.25, Ligonier
Valley earned 2nd place with a score of 279. This is the fourth win in 11 years for
Purchase Line. The senior led team showed that hard work pays off in and out of the
classroom. Jordan, Kelly, and Carly are all members of the District 6 volleyball
championship team and Ronnie is a member of the football and baseball teams. The
MVP’s for Purchase Line were Ronnie and Jordan. Mrs. Knapp once again did an
excellent job of running the competition.

Congratulations Purchase Line!

Jordan Barr, Carly Mumau, Ronnie Button, Kelly
Pierce, Mr. Falisec,
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Proudly Presents the 2016 Inductee Into The

ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

Dr. Laura Stossel
Purchase Line High School
Class of 2003

Annual Alumni and Community Dinner Dance
Purchase Line High School
Saturday, October 1, 2016
Homecoming Weekend
4:45–6:45 p.m. - Dinner in the High School Cafeteria
7:00 p.m. - Program 2016 Alumni Hall of Fame Recipient in Auditorium
8:00–10:00 p.m. - Music and Dancing in Gymnasium

$15.00 per ticket
Tickets will be available at the Purchase Line High School Office starting August 15.
Call to reserve your ticket.
Renee Lash-(814) 743-6841
Courtney Gardner-(724) 388-7176
or any
P.L. Red Dragon Foundation Trustee
Check out the Red Dragon Foundation at www.reddragonfoundation.org
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Summer Fun – Preventing Learning Loss
Submitted By: Mrs. McCabe
As we approach the warm summer months with vacations, ball games, swimming, and other fun activities, it is very easy for
students to lose what they have spent many months and have worked very hard at gaining…..math knowledge. Harris Cooper and colleague did a study a few years ago that showed on average, a child will lose two months’ worth of math knowledge over the summer. For our students, this is one thing they can’t afford to do. As high stakes standardized tests are becoming increasingly important for high school graduation, math, along with English and Science is a subject that our students cannot afford to lose.
Here are a few ways that can help prevent the Summer Math Slip:
Have your child work through just three or four math problems each day. It is amazing how just a few problems each day
will help keep their math skills fresh. The problems do not have to be real complex and they can even relate to things that
you will do throughout the summer or something you are planning for that day. Math workbooks can be purchased online
from a number of websites such as; Amazon, Carson Dellosa, Scholastic, and many more, or from a local book store.
When deciding which workbook to select or what types of problems to have your child work on, sit down with them at the
beginning of the summer to discuss what concepts they struggled with throughout the school year. This would be a great
way to not only prevent your child from losing math knowledge over the summer, but to also help them improve their math
knowledge and feel better about the problems they struggled with through the year.
There are also many games that will help boost math skills that your child may not see as a learning game. You may even
have some of these games already in your home. Something as simple as a deck of cards can be used for many different
games that will help boost math skills. Yahtzee and Monopoly are great board games that increase math skills. Dominos is
another basic game that will help increase a child’s math skills.
For older children, maybe a high school student who has a summer job, you could incorporate the managing of the money
they earn from their job. They could be required to keep a register, such as a checkbook register, to show how important it is
to have number sense and knowledge to have enough money to pay for the things they need throughout the summer without
asking mom and dad for help.
These are just a few of the simple ways students can avoid the two month summer slip of their math skills and come back to
school feeling much better about the math class they are taking.

Three Ways to Prevent the Summer Slide
Submitted By: Mrs. Sadler
Summer is upon us once again! Many students, especially struggling readers, forget some of what they've learned or slip out
of practice during the summer months. A half an hour to an hour set aside daily can help students close learning gaps and
perform at higher levels during the upcoming school year. Summer is an ideal time for students of all ages to strengthen their
reading skills while still having plenty of time left over for summer activities. Try these strategies to help your reader improve her reading during the summer and beyond:
1. Make Time for Reading
Set aside time for your child to read each day during the summer break -- 15 to 30 minutes per day is all it takes! During the
summer, students have more time to read for enjoyment, which also offers a great opportunity to preserve and strengthen
their reading skills. Research shows that reading just six books during the summer may keep a struggling reader from regressing. Your summer activities could include taking your children or teenagers to the public library.
2. Keep Reading Aloud
Reading aloud benefits all children and teens, especially those who struggle. One benefit is that you can read books your
child can't in order to build listening comprehension skills with grade-level and above books. This will increase your child’s
knowledge and expand their experience with text, so that s/he will do better when reading independently.
3. Encourage Creative Writing
Have your child write a creative paragraph each week. You can help by assisting him or her with choosing a topic to write a
paragraph about (such as a family vacation, special outing or holiday memory). Students can also benefit from using a thesaurus and changing several common words to more interesting words.
It can be hard to keep up a reading routine in a season packed with distractions and diversions. These suggestions will fit into
a busy schedule and make reading fun!
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Greetings,
The mission of the Children’s Advisory Commission of Indiana County
is to improve outcomes for children, adolescents, and their families in
Indiana County.
One of the purposes of the CAC is to identify the needs of children,
adolescents, and their families in order to strengthen or provide
opportunities for growth.
The Tweens and Teens Committee (TNT) was established to identify
the needs of adolescents ages 11 to 18 and one way of identifying
needs is through a survey.
The following link provides access to the survey.

https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1aVk7Aqyx8uNrrvFouDTQ0UcUp5ISZpSRiOmhM9wNmT
Y/edit?usp=sharing
The information collected from the survey will help local agencies
determine the types of activities needed throughout the community for
adolescents.
Sincerely,
Cheri Shultz, TNT Committee Representative
District Director, Evergreen Green Boys & Girls Club of Indiana
County At Penns Manor School District
724-254-2666, 1180

Agencies represented on the TNT Committee:

Alice Paul House
ARIN IU 28
Armstrong-Indiana Behavioral and Developmental Health Program

Armstrong-Indiana Clarion Drug & Alcohol Commission
Child Care Health Consultant
Children's Advisory Commission of Indiana County
Community Guidance Center
Evergreen Boys & Girls Clubs of Indiana County
Indiana Alliance Church - EKKO Youth
Indiana County Children & Youth Services
Indiana County Department of Human Services
Indiana County Juvenile Probation
IUP
JusticeWorks YouthCare
My New Leaf
Penn State Extension
***Please be aware that Purchase Line School District is not
specifically responsible for nor does Purchase Line School District
specifically endorse or verify the contents of this survey.
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Growing Plant Experts
Submitted By: Ms. Mountain
The cool, rainy days of May haven’t stopped third graders from
thinking spring, at least when it comes to plants and gardening.
As part of a 4-H program, students have been getting a hands-on
education on all types of plants.
On Thursday, May 19, third-graders hosted guest speaker Tina
Stebbins, a master gardener, to talk with them about various methods
of plant propagation. Students met in the elementary courtyard class
room and saw examples of common plants and how new plants could
come from them not only by seeds, but by rooting or dividing the
plant. Third graders had an opportunity to handle various plants and
see how they multiply.
Mrs. Stebbins also discussed composting. Students learned that composting requires water, air, food,
and soil, as well as time. They had the opportunity to handle samples of compost at two different stages.
At the end of the session, each student was given an item or sample to decide if it could or could not be
used for composting.
Back in the classroom, students learned that there are more types of plants than those that grow flowers
and fruit (called angiosperms). They have grown mold, compared moss and fungi samples, and made
spore prints from mushrooms. As part of a seed investigation, students compared seeds from different
types of plants, and dissected seeds to find the seed coat, embryo, and seed leaf. Students also experimented on the purpose and structure of roots, stems, and leaves.
This is the third year for third grade students to participate in the 4-H program for plant study.
4-H in Fourth Grade
Submitted By: Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Peles, and Miss Malicky

Have you ever had the chance to raise an animal? The fourth grade students can confidently answer YES. For
the month of May, the four graders have been ―parents‖ to quails and chickens. Each year in fourth grade, students learn
all about embryology, the study or science of the growth of a living thing. In collaboration with 4-H and the Penn State
Cooperative Extension each classroom receives 2 dozen eggs to care for.
Prior to getting the eggs, a representative from the program comes to teach the students all about embryology.
Carol Schurman visited the students in late April for this lesson. She showed diagrams, models, and real life examples
of materials pertaining to embryology. The students learned about the incubator (the warm environment that represents
the mother hen) and the brooder (a safe, warm housing for the quails and chickens to grow). The students also learned
all about the parts of an egg in order to understand the structures that support life.
While housing the eggs in our classrooms the students had their own responsibilities. Every student had the opportunity to turn the eggs. This prevents the embryo from sticking to the shell. This task was completed three times each
day. The students also had to keep track of the temperature of the incubator so that it did not rise above or fall below
100 degrees.
In order to see what was happening, the students observed the process of candling. The teachers held a small
flashlight under one egg at a time so that the light shined through the eggs.
With a very dark room you can see the embryo developing. As time progressed, students recorded their observations and saw drastic changes from
day one until the end. After approximately a 23-day period the students witnessed the hatching of their quails and chickens. The birds were moved to the
brooder for the students to enjoy and care for.
Here is what some students had to say about the experience:
"I learned there is a lot more to eggs. I also learned about differnt types of
eggs and how they grow.‖ – Brady Petras
―My favorite part of embryology is you get to candle the egg, every so often,
and draw what you see.‖ – John Hughes
―I learned that you have to be patient because quails take 21-23 days to
hatch.‖ – Hannah Westover
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A Reading Revolution at Purchase Line Elementary
Submitted By: Mr. Thomas W. Grierson, Principal
It is widely acknowledged children are not all the same, that each child has different academic strengths and
weaknesses, and that each child learns to master different skills and concepts at their own unique pace. It is
also widely acknowledged that being able to read on grade level by 3rd grade is an important milestone in education. Dr. Donald J. Hernandez at City University in New York is the author of one of many studies that
shows this. ―Third grade is a kind of pivot point,‖ he writes. ―We teach reading for the first three grades and
then after that children are not so much learning to read but using their reading skills to learn other topics.‖
Over the last four years here at Purchase Line Elementary we have endeavored to straddle both of these truths
and focus on different ways of helping our students improve their reading abilities beyond what their 3rd grade
reading scores tell us. To do this we have expanded the use of our data gathering tool (DIBELS) to ALL
grades (K-6th), expanded our reading interventions to ensure that ALL children are getting an extra 20-50
minutes of reading practice and instruction every day, and ensured that our students have access to, are reading, and can track their own progress with books that both interest and challenge, but do not frustrate them
through the our library and the Accelerated Reader computer program.
I am happy to report that these efforts have once again born fruit, and that this year’s 6th grade class is exiting
the elementary school at the highest reading level we have seen so far, with 77% of those students currently
reading at or above their grade level. This is a significant improvement for a class that had only 59% of its
members reading on grade level only two years ago (back in 4th grade). This improvement is due to the efforts of all of the teachers that have worked with these students since Kindergarten, and – in no small part –
also due to the work their parents/guardians put into keeping them interested and excited about reading.

There is certainly more work to do, and we will continue to work with our parents/guardians to find more
ways to work together to help our students continue to achieve, but this is a remarkable accomplishment all
around and deserves to be acknowledged and celebrated. Congratulations!
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Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA)
Submitted By: Mrs. Fisher
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) ended the
2015-16 school year with two of its annual activities: The
state leadership conference in Hershey in April and the Red
Cross Bloodmobile in May.
The theme of this year’s state leadership conference was
―Connect,‖ as the conference provides the perfect opportunity to connect and network with business leaders and other
FBLA members from across the state. Through an assortment of activities, including performance events, workshops, campaign booths, and exhibitions, members often
make bonds that lead to lifelong friendships and
college acceptance. FBLA members are held to a high
degree of accountability at the conference and are required
to follow a code of conduct including a dress code.
Members must be courteous and respectful and dress in a
business-like manner.
Brandy McCrory placed in the top ten
in Accounting II this year at the state
conference. She was called to the stage
in front of over 4,000 people and
received a plaque for her effort. Other
students attending from Purchase Line
included Carly Mumau, Jordan Barr,
Kelsee Lazor, Ashley Goodlin, Allison
Goodlin, Kayla Nichol, and Victoria
Stibrik. This year, Carly Mumau and
Jordan Barr attended states for the 4th
year in a row. They have consistently
placed high enough at the regional conference to attend the
state conference.
The May 4th Red Cross Bloodmobile was a success with
the collection of 56 productive pints. Planning for the
bloodmobile requires a great deal of effort on the part of
Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. Chura, and FBLA members. The date
for the bloodmobile is set one year ahead of time but as
that date approaches, the busy-ness begins. Requests for
equipment including tables and chairs are sent to maintenance and food is planned. Cookies contributed by FBLA
members are a tasty part of the drive as well as pizza and
hoagies which FBLA purchased from Chestquehana Family
Dining. The cafeteria supplies coffee, juice, and a vegetable
tray and teachers make donations of cheese and crackers.
Students decide whether they want to work in the canteen
supplying food to the donors or serve as escorts helping
donors to their seats. FBLA members who participate in
this project receive credit for community service. Each pint
of blood donated saves roughly 3 lives. With this year’s
collection of 56 pints at Purchase Line, approximately 168
lives may be saved.

SUMMER 2016

2016 Summer Meals Program
The Purchase Line School District will be offering a summer
meals program under the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Summer Meals Waiver. Students are welcome to come and
enjoy a meal at the designated locations during the summer
months. There is no charge for the meal.
All children 18 years of age and under, as well as those individuals over age 18 who meet the federal definition of mentally or physically disabled persons who are residents of the
community, are eligible to participate free.
The schedule for meals during June, July and August 2016
will be, Breakfast 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and Lunch
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the following days at the
buildings designated:
June 14 – June 16
Tuesday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
June 20 – June 24
Monday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
June 27 – July 1
Monday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 5 – July 8
Tuesday – Friday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 11 – July 14
Monday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 19 – July 21
Tuesday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
July 26 – July 28
Tuesday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
August 2 – August 4
Tuesday –Thursday, Elementary, Breakfast and Lunch
August 8 – August 12
Monday – Friday, High School, Breakfast and Lunch
August 15 – August 19
Monday – Friday, High School, Breakfast and Lunch
Any questions may be directed to the Business Office at
724-254-4312 Ext. 4025. In the operation of child nutrition
programs, no child will be discriminated against because of
race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability. If you believe you have been discriminated against, write immediately
to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250.
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Decisions, DECISIONS…
Submitted By: Mr. Dubetsky
Life is full of decisions. The decisions we make shape us into the human beings we are in the present as well as the future.
Some decisions are small and are often ―no brainers,‖ like what to have for lunch. Some are bigger decisions like whether or not to
have a knee replacement or a venture. These take a while because you need to research and gather information before making the
best choice possible. Also, decisions may be bigger or smaller based on who is making the decision and where that person is in his
or her life. For example, for a man in his sixties who suffered a severe heart attack, eating three greasy pieces of pizza and washing
it down with a Pepsi should be a more difficult decision than it is for a twelve year old boy who doesn’t have any health implications. The decision to be drug free might be very simple for some people, but for others it is a daily struggle. Decisions are personal and require different amounts of time based on who and where you are in life.
There are pros and cons to every decision. Decision making often involves a variety of factors. Expenses, time, religion,
culture, convenience, education, confidence in one’s own abilities, and companionship are just some of the factors that could be
involved in a single decision. All of these factors are important to the decision making process, but there is one component to
decision making that is overlooked all too often. A person’s health and overall wellness are sacrificed a great deal in the decision
making process. The factors mentioned definitely need to be considered before making long and short term decisions, but they are
often put ahead of a one’s own health and wellness. An example of this may be when choosing a career path in life. Some people
choose hard manual labor jobs that pay more and have better benefits than a profession in which he or she would have to be in an
office. Although the money might be nice in the short term, long term ramifications of this decision might lead to possible health
problems when the individual works the hard manual labor job for several years. Another pitfall in making employment decisions
is simply not being happy at all at the work place. Money can buy a lot of things in life, but it cannot buy happiness. In time, not
being happy at the work place can very easily drain a person’s health and wellness. Decisions need to be made after considering all
of the possible consequences.
It is so vital that young people especially focus on the health component of each decision they make. The Health and Physical
Education Department of Purchase Line incorporates lessons in our curriculum that focus on our youth and the importance of
decision making as it affects all of us, all of the time. The everyday decisions that people make in their teen years are crucial in
preparing them for adult life. Teenagers often think they are invincible and they can do no wrong, so many times young people fall
victim to bad decisions or a series of bad decisions that they have made. Some of these decisions are potentially life changing and/
or life threatening and are made every day. Many people don’t even realize how much trouble a single decision can get them in
until it is too late and the damage is done. Unfortunately, people have to learn from the often terrible consequences that they are
not bulletproof and that life can be very fragile. One decision can change everything.
Decisions, DECISIONS… we all make them. Every day, every hour, every minute we make them. We all make
some good and some not so good decisions. When we do choose the wrong path, we have to learn and live from the
result. It is the next decision we make that matters. So when it is time to make a decision think where you are in
your life and what are the positive and negative consequences.
Indiana Gazette Honors Dragon Tales Writers
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

Senior Christy Tiger,
Senior Cara Edwards,
Junior Paige Boarts, and
Senior Brianne Guzman
were recognized by
the Indiana Gazette at a
luncheon held May 6 at
the Park Inn by Radisson
in Indiana. All of the
students are members of
the Newspaper class at
the high school and
write for the school
newspaper, Dragon
Tales. Their work has
been published all year
in the Gazette's Student
News section on Fridays

High School Guidance Counselor’s
2016 Summer Schedules:
Mrs. Lambie:

July 6th and 27th

Mr. Bracken:

July 13th and 20th

Available: 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

26

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

29
Summer School
Boy’s & Girl’s Club
Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

28
Summer School
Boy’s & Girl’s Club
Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

27
Summer School

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

School Board Regular
Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

22
Summer School

21
Summer School

20
Summer School

15
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

19

14
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

13
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 p.m.

8

Commencement Auditorium - 7:30 p.m.

Last Day of School - Early
Dismissal
High School - 10:30 a.m.
Elementary - 11:35 a.m.

1
Awards Assembly Grades 7-11 - Auditorium

Wednesday

12

7

Tuesday

6

Monday

5

Sunday

June 2016

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. –1 1:45 a.m.

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

30
Summer School

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. –1 1:45 a.m.

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

23
Summer School

16
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

9

2

Thursday

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. –1 1:45 a.m.

24
Summer School

17

10

3

Friday

25

18

11

4

Saturday

18

25

17

24

31

11
Summer School

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

4
No Summer School

Monday

10

3

Sunday

July 2016

26
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

19
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

12
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

High School Guidance
Counselor Mrs. Lambie
available 8:00 a.m.
- 2:30 p.m.

27
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

High School Guidance
Counselor Mr. Bracken available
8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

20
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

High School Guidance
Counselor Mr. Bracken
available
8:00 a.m - 2:30 p.m.

13
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

High School Guidance
Counselor Mrs. Lambie
available 8:00 a.m.
- 2:30 p.m.

6
Summer School

Wednesday

5
Summer School

Tuesday

28
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

21
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

14
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Boy’s & Girl’s Club

7
Summer School

Thursday

29

22

15
.

8
Summer School

Leap Into Learning
8:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

1
Summer School

Friday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday

15
Sports Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

22
Staff Development No School

29

21

28

30

23
Staff Development No School

16
Sports Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Heat Acclimation Football
- 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Heat Acclimation Football
- 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

School Board Regular
Meeting - 7:00 pm

9
Band Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

2
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Tuesday

8
Band Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

1
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 p.m.

Monday

14

7

Sunday

August 2016

31

24
First Student Day

17
Sports Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Heat Acclimation Football
- 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

10
Band Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

3
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Wednesday

25

18
Sports Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Heat Acclimation Football
- 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

11
Band Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

4
Boy’s & Girl’s Club

Thursday

26
VFB - Homer Center - H 7:00 p.m.

19
Sports Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Heat Acclimation Football 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

12
Band Camp 8:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

5

Friday

27

20
VFB - Scrimmage Moshannon Valley - H 10:00 a.m.

13

6

Saturday
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