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Pioneer High Presents 50th Titanette Revue

C

elebrating their 50th annual Titanette
Revue, Pioneer High School students recently presented a high-energy dance retrospective that paid tribute to revues past and
present and saluted the famous moves of icons
ranging from Elvis to Michael Jackson.
Established in 1963, Titanette Revue is a long-

standing Pioneer tradition in which students, parents, alumni and friends work countless hours to
produce original choreographed routines performed to music. The show attracts sold-out audiences and raises money for the school’s
award-winning Dance/Drill Team. For a Titanette
Revue photo gallery, visit: www.wuhsd.org

WUHSD’s Graduation
Rate Among Best in
Los Angeles County

M

ore than 93 percent of the 3,105
seniors from the Whittier Union
High School District’s five comprehensive high schools graduated last year, according to data recently released by the
California Department of Education (CDE)
for the 2011-12 academic year.
The CDE’s data validates Whittier Union’s
“Whatever It Takes” initiative that has propelled increases in student achievement, District officials said.
”We know that all students can achieve
at high levels, complete high school and
continue on to college and careers when
provided with quality, dedicated educators
who implement rigorous academic programs and targeted student support,” said
Superintendent Sandra Thorstenson. “We
are gratified to see that our student data
continue to prove this to be true.”
Graduation rates for Whittier Union’s
five comprehensive high schools in 2011-12
ranged between 93.6 percent and 96.3 percent, according to CDE data. Whittier
Union’s district-wide graduation rate for
2011-12 was 87.6 percent, a rate which includes 500 seniors from the District’s alternative education division that serves pupils
who face greater challenges than pupils in
continued on page 8
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Superintendent’s Message

Sandra Thorstenson
Superintendent

I

t is hard to believe that the 2012-13 academic
year is coming to a close. Looking back over the
year, the District and its students can be proud
of achieving many significant accomplishments.
As you will read in this newsletter, the latest data
show that more than 93 percent of seniors from our
five comprehensive high schools graduated last
year and we continue to see positive growth in student achievement at every school in multiple indicators that far exceeds the county and state
averages.
These significant indicators demonstrate that
the Whittier Union High School District is continuing to move in the right direction with its efforts
to improve academic achievement through our
“Whatever it Takes” initiative.
While extensive data provide us with clear evidence that our work is leading to increased aca-

demic success, I am happy to tell you that the indicators we see go beyond the data.
I regularly visit each classroom at each of our
high schools throughout the year in order to observe teaching and learning in action. I walk away
with the knowledge that at every campus, our
teachers and staff are dedicated to the work they
are engaged in with their students every day with
a focus on our students’ well-being and their academic achievement.
Our teachers also are innovators, willing to
make changes they feel are in the best interest of
their students’ learning. As you will read here, our
physics teachers at Santa Fe High School are one
example of the creativity that we see across all
Whittier Union campuses.
Realizing a need for students to gain a deeper
understanding of physics, Ben Balarie and James
Blake placed themselves ahead of the curve in
making the kinds of changes in instruction we will
be seeing with the implementation of the new
Common Core State Standards. Their students’
demonstrated knowledge, accolades and test
scores are providing positive proof that these
methods can and do work in the classroom.
And this is just one example. In fact, our teachers are known throughout the state as early implementers of the Common Core and they will be
spending much time this summer building on the
work they began two years ago to apply these new
standards.
In fact, the Common Core work of our teachers in Pioneer High School’s English and math departments caught the attention of the California
Teacher’s Association and the CTA’s magazine will
be featuring that work in its June edition.
As you may already know, the Common Core

State Standards are designed to teach our students
how to gain a deeper knowledge of the subjects
they are learning, become adept critical thinkers,
be able to apply their knowledge, work in collaboration with other students and effectively communicate their knowledge.
The Common Core will be more challenging
for students than the current state accountability
system. Preparing students for the higher standards will require a great deal of time; however we
are committed to the change as it is in the best interest of our students’ future success. We feel
strongly that the Common Core brings necessary
and positive change in instruction and learning
that will greatly benefit our students in college, the
workplace and in their daily lives.
Whittier Union’s dedicated efforts to put Common Core into action have been recognized by
state education officials. The District recently was
asked to serve on the state commission that will be
providing guidelines to school districts throughout
California on the best practices for implementing
Common Core.
Word of Whittier Union’s success has gone beyond our state and nation. While we continue to
host educators from throughout the state who
want to learn more about our “Whatever It Takes”
initiative, we recently greeted a special group of
educators from Australia who spent the day talking with administrators and visiting two of our
campuses to see our work in action.
And for the first time since the recession hit, I
also have good news on our financial front.
Thanks to the dedicated stewardship of our Board
of Trustees and the mutual respect and collaboration we share with our employee associations, we
continued on page 8

Santa Fe High Physics Classes Make Quantum Leap in Learning

W

alk into one of Ben Balarie’s physics
classes at Santa Fe High School and
you will notice things have changed.
When he teaches his physics students about
constant velocity, for example, he no longer lectures for 30 minutes, giving them formulas,
equations and problem sets to solve and then
ending the lesson with a lab.
Instead he begins with the lab and has students come up with the formulas themselves,
based on their observations. Using Socratic
questioning, he guides students toward finding
the answers to their questions on their own.
“We take carts that travel at a constant speed
outside and students make observations based
on what is happening,” Balarie said. “Instead of
answering questions, I’m asking them questions
that help them figure things out for themselves.
They then graph their data and come up with
the formula based on what they’ve extracted
from the data. Then they present what they’ve
learned to the class.”
Called “modeling curriculum,” Balarie’s teaching methods are helping students gain a deeper
understanding of physics that is leading to higher

continued on page 8

Santa Fe High School physics students present their findings to classmates during a recent class with teacher
Ben Balarie, right.

comprehension and improved test scores.
Last year, 77 percent of Santa Fe’s physics students scored proficient or advanced on the
physics California Standards Test, with a greater
number of students scoring in the advanced
range. That’s an 8 percent increase above scores
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from the previous year, school officials said.
“To me, the fact that more kids not only are
passing but also scoring in the advanced level
speaks volumes,” Balarie said. “I know it’s because they are learning physics at a much deeper
continued on page 8

Cal High Choir Performs in Regional Festival

O

ut of hundreds of applicants, the California
High School Chamber Choir recently was
selected to perform in the 24th annual Los
Angeles Master Chorale’s Choir Festival, one of the
largest choral festivals in the United States.
A group of 35 students from Cal High’s Chamber
Choir performed in a grand-scale massed performance that included more than 900 high school
students from 25 schools. The event took place at
the iconic Walt Disney Concert Hall in downtown
Los Angeles. This is the seventh time that Cal High’s
Choir has been chosen to perform in the festival.

ence, all of the students unite their voices to create
something that reaches beyond the individual and
touches the deepest part of what makes us human,”
said Dan Hawkins, California High School’s Choir
Director. “It is an inspiring experience, and we were
honored to be a part of this festival.”
Members of Cal High’s Chamber Choir said
they were thrilled to have the opportunity to
showcase their remarkable vocal talents in the annual event.
“Being a part of the LA Master Chorale Festival
was an amazing experience,” said Fermin. “I loved

“

No matter their age, background, or experience,
all of the students unite their voices to create
something that reaches beyond the individual and
touches the deepest part of what makes us human

WUHSD Early Start
Date for 2013-2014

T

he Whittier Union High School District is planning to begin the 2013–
14 school year on Wednesday Aug.
14, 2013. Starting the year earlier provides
for a number of academic advantages for
our high school students. Some of the
main advantages include:
■ Finishing the first semester before Winter Break. Final exams will take place
before the two-week winter holiday vacation period, keeping students focused throughout the final week of the
semester and allowing them to be
tested while the material is still fresh in
their minds.

”

– Dan Hawkins, Cal High’s Choir Director
The Los Angeles Master Chorale’s High School
Choir Festival offers high school students an opportunity to deepen their understanding of choral
art and to work collaboratively with peers from
across cultural and geographic lines.
Cal High seniors and section leaders Alex
Coronell, Robert Romero, Elizabeth Ortiz, and
Sandra Fermin were chosen for a special performance in an 80-Voice Festival Honor Choir.
“No matter their age, background, or experi-

how 900 voices became one massive choir, knowing
we all have a passion for music!”
The Cal High Choir also recently returned from
the Heritage Music Festival in San Francisco where
the group was awarded a Gold (highest) rating, first
place in their division, a judge's award for earning
over a 95 percent rating, and the award for the highest overall choral score in any category.
“This is an exceptional, unprecedented accomplishment for this choir,” Hawkins said.
■ Allows for more instructional days
prior to important testing dates. The
CAHSEE exam dates are set by the state
on specific days. Starting earlier gives
our teachers and students two additional weeks to prepare for these tests.
AP exam dates are pre-determined by
the College Board and starting earlier
also gives two additional weeks of instruction prior to taking these tests.
CST dates are taken after 85 percent of
the year has been completed. Starting
early allows students to finish CST
exams prior to the start of the AP testing window so that students do not
have to take overlapping tests.
■ Aligns with college calendars. For students who are taking classes at local
community or four-year colleges, the
early start aligns our calendar with the
college calendar. Currently, students
many times must start classes at colleges while finishing the last semester
of high school.
For more information on the advantages of an early start date, please visit:
www.wuhsd.org

Members of the California High School Choir recently were chosen to sing in a regional choral festival at Walt
Disney Concert Hall.
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Campus Close-Up: Whittier High School Restored, Updated
The Whittier Union High School District’s
Modernization Projects are designed to provide
quality learning environments for all students.
These projects have been made possible through
funds from Bond Measures C and W, which voters
overwhelmingly approved for the sole purpose of
improving campus facilities.
The Board of Trustees resolved to prioritize the
modernization of classrooms and that goal was
nearly attained with bond funds from Measure C
and is being finalized with bond funds from
Measure W.
Significant improvements are evident on each
campus today and include new and updated
classrooms, new science buildings, career technical education classrooms, refurbished physical
education and athletic facilities, as well improved
access for the disabled, and safety and security
enhancements.
In this and upcoming District newsletters, we
will highlight the improvements made to date on
each campus, beginning with Whittier High School.
To view a photo gallery of Whittier High School’s
modernized campus, visit: www.wuhsd.org

A

fter close to a decade of painstaking renovations, the historic Whittier High School
campus has been lovingly restored and also
modernized to provide up-to-date facilities and
classrooms with Internet access and other hightech features.
Today, Whittier High School blends the best of
the school’s rich, original architectural features
with new functionality, safety, comfort and beauty.
“Whittier High School is more beautiful today
than it was when I attended school here in the
1970’s,” said Lori Eshilian, Principal of Whittier High
School and an alumna. “We have lush outdoor
spaces, modernized classrooms, improved athletic
facilities and fields, and an auditorium, all of which
our students and community can be very proud.”
The school’s buildings were retrofitted for
earthquake safety and a new cafeteria and multi-

Whittier High School Principal Lori Eshilian, right, welcomes students, parents and community leaders to the
official opening of the school’s modernized athletic fields.

purpose room was built in keeping with the
school’s design, but included high- efficiency upgrades that allow the space to be used for a wide
variety of school functions.
In addition, the front of the school was repainted and re-landscaped with new trees and
hardscape added. South campus has been transformed into an oasis of trees, benches and pavers
with a green practice field added where temporary
classrooms once stood.
The main quad in the center of campus has
been updated and the school’s historic fountain has
been restored to working order. The front of the Vic
Lopez Whittier High School Auditorium has been
updated with pavers and increased access for the
disabled. Adjacent to the auditorium, the historic
horseshoe quad is now a welcoming, shady, green
gathering place for students and special events.
The school recently celebrated the opening of
its newly modernized athletic fields. The project
included installation of an all-weather track as well

as new football, soccer, softball and baseball fields.
New bleachers have been installed on the fields,
providing plentiful seating for spectators. New
dugouts, protective cages and new irrigation systems for the fields have been installed as well. The
athletic fields provide more useable space as a result of the work that has been done.
Whittier High School’s active Alumni Association
has helped greatly by refurbishing each seat in the
Vic Lopez Whittier High School Auditorium, purchasing solar scoreboards for the baseball field, and
an electronic touchpad and scoreboard for the
Aquatic Center. The Alumni Association also supported the class of 2011’s project to repaint the Cardinal on the outside of the auditorium. Each class
since then has raised funds for a school beautification project in order to give back to their alma mater.
“Our students feel so much more school pride
and spirit and have a drive to be successful,” Eshilian said. “I think much of that is directly related
to how they feel about their campus.”

Whittier High School has been transformed into a welcoming campus that combines historic architecture with modernized classrooms and facilities.
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Santa Fe High School Gains Modernized Science Classrooms

C

onstruction is in full swing at Santa Fe High
School to modernize the school’s general science building Y. The project includes updating the building’s four general science classrooms
and is expected to be completed before classes
begin in August. The classrooms will feature many
of the updates students now enjoy in the school’s
new science building, such as lab tables and equipment to perform advanced lab experiments.
The second phase of Santa Fe’s work to modernize its athletic fields will begin in the fall. The
project includes updating the varsity and junior
varsity baseball and softball fields, installing new
backstops, bullpens, dugouts, batting cages and
fencing.
Plans are also underway to enlarge the patio
area near building B and construct new shade
structures during the summer break. There are
also plans to remodel the school cafeteria with
construction to begin in the fall. An interim
kitchen will serve students during construction.
At California High School, plans are being designed to remodel the entrance to the main gymnasium. Construction is scheduled to begin in the
fall. The new entrance will feature ramps for better access for the disabled, new benches, planters
and lighting.
Cal High’s science buildings DD and I are now
completely remodeled and in use. The modernized classrooms include new ceilings, lights, heating and air conditioning, as well as new cabinets,
counters, lab tables, wiring and Internet access.

Santa Fe High School’s new science building features classrooms with lab tables and equipment for advanced lab
experiments. The older science classrooms currently are being remodeled to include these features.

The remodeling of science building F will be completed by the end of summer 2013.
Designs are in the works for a new culinary arts
academy classroom in building A. The project will
include remodeling the existing facility with a new
kitchen that will include new appliances, cabinetry, tile floor and more.
La Serna High School’s gymnasium is slated
to have a new air conditioning system installed
during the 2013-14 school year. The gym will also
be getting new bleachers and a new roof. A class-

room in the M building will be remodeled to provide two classrooms. In addition, LCD projectors
for La Serna’s classrooms should be ready for use
by November 2013.
Construction of the new stadium at Pioneer
High School is expected to begin in June with
completion set for June 2014. Work will also begin
soon to provide increased access for the disabled
along Pioneer Boulevard in preparation for the
new stadium.
continued on page 8

Frontier Wins CCEA Award for Career-Based Senior Project Program

T

he California Continuation Education
Association recently selected Frontier
High School’s Career-Based Senior Project as an exemplary program.
The Senior Project is the culminating educational performance-based assessment for all
Whittier Union High School District students
and became a graduation requirement in 1996.
At Frontier High School, the Senior Project
was adapted in 2000 to be career-based, giving
Frontier students the opportunity to use their
Senior Project to move beyond the classroom
and explore careers.
“It is gratifying to have the work that our
teachers and students do on a daily basis be recognized as exemplary,” said Principal of Frontier High School Margie Moriarty. “Our Frontier
students greatly benefit from their career-based
senior projects because they gain first-hand
knowledge about jobs that interest them.”
The project requires students to select a career, complete a research project designed to
demonstrate their ability to access, organize,
and apply information from a variety of resources: primary sources, reference books, and
the Internet, culminating in a research paper.
As part of this project, students must find a
mentor in their field of interest to interview and
then complete 15 hours of fieldwork under the
guidance and supervision of their mentor.

Community members play a vital role in the
Senior Project by mentoring students in their
fieldwork. Students completing fieldwork have
been well received in many of Whittier’s local
businesses such as hospitals, police stations,
schools and retail establishments.
Students produce a portfolio of their research
and present a speech to a panel of judges, including Frontier teachers, district staff and

community members, using a PowerPoint presentation. Students dress for their presentations
as they would for a job interview.
Every year, approximately 150 students
complete the Senior Project. Students who successfully complete their Senior Project state
they are more confident about their abilities to
seek and interview for jobs and are better prepared for college-level writing classes.

Frontier High School seniors get first-hand career experience through the school’s CCEA award-winning
Senior Project Program.
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La Serna Girls Soccer Team Takes CIF- SS Division 5 Championship

L

a Serna’s girls soccer team captured its first
CIF-SS divisional crown since 2008 and continued to play spectacular soccer to ultimately prevail as the CIF State Southern California
Regional Division 5 champions this season.
“We had 30 players on the roster for CIF and
every one of those girls contributed to the championship by providing realistic game-like pressure
and scenarios during practice”, said Head Coach
Tessa Troglia. “The girls bought into the system
and put in the work every day. They decided early
in the year they were going to be CIF champions.”
"Winning CIF was definitely the highlight of
my high school soccer career,” said Penny Roman,
goalkeeper for the team and a senior.
“It meant so much after everything we have
been through. Every year we've gotten one step
closer and it was great to finally take it senior
year,” said Roman. “I'm so proud of my team. I actually don't even know if I can call it a team anymore...we’re a family.”
This season, Troglia and co-coach Chris Carroll
implemented a new system of play, which required
rapid movement off the ball, highly skilled players,
and an in-sync team to enable the new strategy to
be successfully implemented.
“In the beginning of the season we struggled
and considered changing to a more simple-tounderstand system of play”, said Troglia. “The girls
wanted to stick to it and every week we noticed
positive change.”
“We started to click and come together towards
the end of league,” said Troglia.

La Serna’s girls soccer team goes for a goal.

The talented Lancers were on the same page
with the same goals this season. The girls worked
each practice with an elevated intensity and level
of professionalism. The teenage athletes would
hold extreme two hour practices six days a week.
“Sometimes Tessa had us play indoors, which
was always our favorite kind of practices,” said
Roman. “But Tessa and Chris made sure we were
working hard no matter what we did.”
The girls would consistently walk in two lines
to every game both from the bus and locker room,
which ultimately became a symbol of team unity.

La Serna’s girls soccer team recently won the CIF State Southern Regional Division 5 Championship.
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“I can’t remember why we started to, but it's just
how we do it,” said Roman. “Every game began
with a prayer and our Viva La Rouge cheer. Then
we would go out and do our thing. It was great.”
Strong contributors this season include senior
goalkeeper and team captain Penny Roman, senior defenders Danielle Telles and Alex Kidd, senior forward and team captain Moriah Earley,
sophomore forward Liz Hernandez, and sophomore midfielder Michelle Reed, to name a few.
Top player Moriah Earley was recently bestowed
the impressive Whittier Daily News Player of the Year
recognition. Earley scored a remarkable 21 goals
leading the Lancers to a Del Rio League title and the
CIF-Southern Section Division 5 Championship.
“The award I have been given is a great honor.
I would not have been able to get it without my
team,” said Earley. “I am glad I’ve been blessed
with the opportunity to represent my team,
school, and league.”
For her efforts, Troglia was named the Daily
News Girls Soccer Coach of the Year. Troglia was also
named the All-CIF Coach of the Year for Division 5.
“I'm just extremely blessed and happy to be a
part of it,” said Troglia.
Roman said the team accomplished their ultimate goal.
“We were able to block out what everyone said
we wouldn't or couldn't do and proved them
wrong,” said Roman.
“We left our mark,” she said. “No matter where
we all end up, where we play, whatever we do in
life, it will be there forever.”

Students Learn through Young Senators Program

E

ight students from Pioneer, La Serna and
Whittier high schools recently had the opportunity to participate in Young Senators
Senators, a new program developed and offered by
state Sen. Ron Calderon (D-Montebello) in order
to give local youths first-hand knowledge of the
state’s legislative process while developing their
own leadership skills.
“The Young Senators Program provided a
unique experience for the youths of my district, educating them about the importance of civic participation and reinforcing their commitment to stay
involved in their communities,” said Calderon.
“There are few opportunities for our youth to get
hands-on experience that gives them such a clear
picture of the work that legislators do in Sacramento to represent our constituents,” Calderon
said. “I am looking forward to seeing how this exposure helps shape their desires for making a difference in their communities, whether it is at a local
or state level.”
Whittier Union’s students were among 40 high
school students selected from throughout the
30th Senate District to kick off the Young Senators
Program.
The six-month program took place at Rio
Hondo College in Whittier and Cerritos College in
Norwalk. Students were selected for the free program based on several criteria, such as current
community involvement, leadership potential and
academic performance.
The Whittier Union students who participated
were: David Quintero and Joaquin Vazquez from Pioneer High School; Alexandra Checa, Jocelyn
Morales and Daniel Villalobos from La Serna High

Luis Gonzalez, district representative for state Sen. Ron Calderon, center, stands with students from La Serna,
Pioneer and Whittier high schools who recently were honored by the Whittier Union High School District Board
of Trustees for their participation in Calderon’s Young Senators program.

School; and Daniel Alvarado, Joseph Rosales and
Maria Barrios from Whittier High School.
As a part of the program, students wrote their
own bills and presented them to the group in
much the same way that state senators do in Sacramento. While the task was challenging, it was a
great way to get a taste of the legislative process in
action, students said.
Participants also had the opportunity to meet

and talk with local elected officials and working
professionals who are actively involved in their respective communities and are using their skills for
positive change.
“I thought I might want to go into politics and
now I am sure that I do,” said Maria Barrios, a senior at Whittier High School. “I would like to work
with the state legislature and I plan to study political science in college.”

Pioneer High Senior Andrew Luevano wins Dell Scholarship

A

ndrew Luevano, a Pioneer High School
senior and AVID student, recently was
granted a coveted $20,000 scholarship
from the national Dell Scholars program.
“Winning a Dell Scholarship makes me feel
grateful because of all of my hard work both in
and out of school,”
Luevano said. “The
$20,000 scholarship
will be a huge help
to me in paying for
college. To be chosen one of the winners this year is an
honor.”
In addition to receiving the $20,000,
Andrew will also be
granted technology
and the opportunity to participate
in a mentoring program that will give him the
support necessary to complete his college degree, said Pioneer High’s AVID Co-coordinator
Jennifer De Baca Sandoval.
While many students dream of obtaining a

college degree, life sometimes gets in the way,
especially for students dealing with personal responsibilities at home or in their communities.
The Dell Scholars program, an initiative of the
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation, recognizes
who
haveair
overcome
significant
Astudents
new energy
saving
conditioning
system isobstabeing
cles to in
pursue
their
education.
In turn,
these
installed
California
High
School’s main
gymnasium.
scholars serve as positive role models, many
times changing the trajectories of their siblings,
friends, and hometowns.
As part of the intense and rigorous scholarship application process, Luevano said he had
to provide a written account of his life story in
1,000 words or less. He admitted he had difficulty putting his life story into words.
“The application required me to talk about
the difficult economic problems my family
faced, and the tough household problems I encountered,” Luevano said. “The hardest part
was putting into words all of the sacrifices I had
to make to get to where I am today.
“I want to thank my AVID teacher, Mrs. Jennifer De Baca Sandoval for pushing me to apply
for the scholarship, my English teacher, Ms. Jae
Shin, for all her support through the years, and
my counselor intern, Alejandra Flores, for always
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helping me with my college documents,” he said.
The Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program is designed to increase
middle and high school learning and performance and targets students with a strong work
ethic and self determination who have the potential to become the first member of their family to attend college. Students can apply to be a
part of the four- to seven-year elective course.
Luevano has been in AVID for the past six years.
AVID provides students with skills that are
necessary to be successful in college and helps
the student through the college application
process during their senior year. AVID also exposes students to college through guest speakers from various colleges as well as field trips to
area colleges throughout the year.
“As his AVID teacher, I am so proud of Andrew,”
said De Baca Sandoval. “He overcame obstacles
in his life and hasn’t let that affect his school
work, his community involvement, or his dreams
of being the first in his family to go to college.”
Luevano has been accepted to Highlands
University in New Mexico where he plans to
study sociology. He would like to use his college
degree to enter the field of law enforcement.

Santa Fe High Physics Classes
Make Quantum Leap in Learning
continued from page 2

level than they were were when we used traditional teaching methods.”
And while higher test scores are great news,
Balarie says it is most important that his students
are learning how to think critically, analyze carefully, and communicate more effectively – skills
that serve them well in all subject areas.
Balarie’s class is an example of things to come
at Whittier Union, where teachers continue to
work on implementing the new Common Core
State Standards that call for a similar shift in
teaching methods. These changes are being
made in order for students to gain a deeper understanding of subjects as well as the ability to
apply their knowledge to solve problems..
This is the second year that Balarie has used
modeling curriculum in his physics classes
based on training he received at Arizona State
University, one of several universities in the
country spearheading the method. This year,
fellow Santa Fe High School teacher James
Blake is incorporating some of the methods in
his physics classes as well.

Santa Fe High School Gains
Modernized Science Classroom
continued from page 5

The solar panels on the roof of Pioneer’s locker
room building are now up and running and will
provide 30 kilowatts of electricity. The cost savings
will be significant because the school will be reducing the need for electricity during peak demand times in the summer months.
A new kiln enclosure is also being planned and
is awaiting state approval. The project will include
replacing the school’s two existing kilns with two
new kilns. The district is also awaiting state ap-

WUHSD’s Graduation Rate Among
Best in Los Angeles County
continued from page 1

its comprehensive high schools, District officials
said. The rate does not take into account those
students who need more time and support to
graduate, and counts the majority of alternative
students who graduate in five years as dropouts,
District officials noted.
Compared to state and county rates, a greater
percentage of Whittier Union students are graduating. The average graduation rate for the state in
2011-12 was 78.5 percent and the rate for Los Angeles County was 74.4 percent, according to the
CDE. Whittier Union also has a higher percentage
of graduates than the majority of surrounding
public school districts, District officials said.
Graduation and dropout rates for counties, districts, and schools across California were calculated
based on four-year cohort information using the

With the advent of the Internet, all of the information is out there for students, so teachers
today need to move toward providing guidance
and “coaching students to become critical
thinkers,” Blake said.
“We’re taking students much deeper into
concepts so that now, when they are asked to
solve complex problems that take multiple
steps, they can do it,” Blake said. “They’ve become higher quality thinkers.”
Santa Fe High School Principal Kevin Jamero
said he’s excited about the changes he is seeing
in physics classes and looks forward to the expansion of these and similar teaching methods
as the new standards continue to take shape in
all subject areas.
“Our instructors have worked very hard to
move beyond the point where students can
simply solve physics problems,” Jamero said.
“They are working toward a place where students can demonstrate their understanding of
physics through collaborative discussions, presentations, and writing.”
It was a real challenge for Balarie and his students to undertake this new way of learning at
first, Balarie said.
“It was a big leap for me and for the students

proval to install a new air conditioning system in
the school’s gymnasium.
The next big project for Whittier High School
will be the design and installation of a new heating
and air conditioning system for the Vic Lopez Auditorium, which is expected to be completed by
June 2014. The school’s gymnasium is also scheduled to have a new heating and air conditioning
system installed in addition to improved lighting
and a new roof.
Modernization projects across Whittier Union’s
campuses are made possible through funds from
Bond Measure W which voters overwhelmingly
approved in 2008 for the sole purpose of improving campus facilities.

state's California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement
Data System (CALPADS), according to the CDE.
The District’s five comprehensive high schools
have a dropout rate that ranges from 1.8 percent to
3.1 percent. Whittier Union’s district-wide dropout
rate for 2011-12 was 5.8 percent, which is well
below the state dropout rate of 23.8 percent and
county rate of 15.1 percent.
“Our low dropout rate verifies what we are seeing in our schools,” Thorstenson said. “Our students
stay in school when they are challenged and engaged and given the targeted support they need to
succeed in academics and remain on track to graduate. Our focused efforts will continue as we persevere to ensure that all of our students graduate.”
“Whittier Union provides a quality comprehensive high school education that importantly
includes career technical education, visual and
performing arts, athletics, and pep groups,”
Thorstenson said. “These vital programs enrich
our students’ learning experiences and contribute
to their overall success.”
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and it took a lot of thought to encourage them
and help them get over their initial hesitation,”
he said. “But they are answering questions now
that I couldn’t have posed to them three years
ago and they actually get it.”
While it may have been somewhat scary at
first, students say they now appreciate the new
learning style and use the skills they are gaining
in physics in all subject areas.
“It was challenging in the best possible way,”
said Carli Garcia, a senior who took Balarie’s
honors physics class last year. “It rewired my
brain to think more in-depth about the curriculum I was learning – not just in physics, but
in all of my classes.
“Now I really feel like I’m ready for college,”
said Garcia, who plans to attend Arizona State
University in the fall.
“Mr. Blake’s physics class is really helping me
with the way I study,” said Isis Gomez, a junior,
who said she didn’t consider herself to be a ‘science person’ but is now getting an A in physics.
“I’m not just trying to memorize facts anymore;
I’m trying to really understand what I’m learning.
“These are skills that we will use throughout
our lives and it’s great that we are learning this
technique,” she said.

Superintendent’s Message
continued from page 2

are now in the position to reinstate the four
instructional days that were cut during the
state budget crisis. We will be able to provide
a full 180 days of instruction for our students
for the 2013-14 academic year.
In addition, we are now able to restore
the 3 percent across-the-board salary cut
that all employees accepted in order to avoid
layoffs of their newest colleagues.
While we had built a reserve in anticipation of further state funding cuts, the passage of Proposition 30 made it possible for
us to use the reserve to restore instructional
days and salaries to their 2007-08 level.
It was the consistent leadership of our
Board working in concert with our employee
associations with one focus – the best interest of our students – that allowed us to navigate through this crisis.
A complete budget picture for next year
remains hazy as Gov. Jerry Brown and the
state legislature hammer out the details of the
state budget. The Whittier Union High School
District was fortunate to be a part of the discussions in Sacramento recently and provide
input to Gov. Brown on his proposed school
funding formula.
The new funding formula would provide
more funds for districts with high numbers
of English Learners and students who are socioeconomically disadvantaged. At this
time, it is unclear how things will pan out,
however I will share information with you
when a clear picture emerges, which is expected by the end of June.

