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JANUARY 31FEBRUARY 6
Midwinter Vacation

• • • • • •
FEBRUARY 7
School Resumes

In his writings, Rabbi Chaim Friedlander zt”l writes that menuchas hanefesh, translated
as peace of the soul or serenity, is a fundamental attribute upon which all successes in
life rest. As we become increasingly ensconced, entrenched and entrapped in the fastpaced world of distractions, menuchas hanefesh emerges as a rare quality and a
refreshing virtue.
My great- grandfather, Rabbi Nochum Velvel Ziv, zt”l, son of the famed Alter of Kelm
exemplified this virtue. As he prepared to leave this world, he requested of his family to
remain calm despite their impending devastating loss. In making this request, he cited
this week’s parsha where we witness an unusual sense of calm in the face of a
calamitous circumstance.
Moshe Rabbeinu was enroute to Mitzrayim when an angel sought his life because he had
failed to circumcise his son, Eliezer. Rashi comments that Moshe was not remiss; rather,
he questioned performing the circumcision prior or subsequent to his journey. He was
punished because he was distracted by his hospitality arrangements which should not
have been a priority. The angel was transformed into a serpent which began to swallow
him. Tziporah, his wife, wisely understood that the consequence was due to his delay in
the circumcision and, as the pasuk teaches, Vatikach Tziporah tzor, Tziporah took a sharp
stone and cut off the foreskin of her son (4,24-25). The average individual confronted
with Tziporah’s circumstances - she witnessed her husband about to perish – would
likely become overwrought with anxiety. Yet, in an unusual display of serenity and selfcontrol, Tziporah calmly but resolutely took the initiative, quietly saving her husband
from certain death. Thus, Rav Nochum Velvel explained, we learn the importance of
menuchas hanefesh even under the most difficult of circumstances.
It certainly takes great strength and almost superhuman self-control to maintain
composure and calm even as we ride some of the turbulent waves of life, but, by
acquiring the enviable trait of menuchas hanefesh we have taken a giant step in our lifelong pursuit of the achievement of shlaimus, perfection.
Tziporah’s quiet initiative transformed a potential disaster from calamity to joy. Perhaps
Tziporah may be viewed as the paradigm of virtue for those dedicated wives and
mothers who devotedly stand by their spouses and children. Quietly and courageously,
they provide encouragement, polish imperfections and avert calamities – often saving
the day. In every generation these n’shei chayil, women of valor, and imahos b’Yisrael,
mothers in Israel, are the unsung heroines of our families and our communities.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Rabbi Klein’s fifth grade talmidim completed Parshas Tetzaveh in Chumash and a siyum
is being planned for next week. The class is also looking forward to a sledding trip as
soon as it “warms up” a little outside!
As reported last week, fifth grader, Moshe Yehuda Feldman held a siyum in his
classroom on Meseches Bei’ah. He is pictured here together with his Rebbe, Rabbi Klein,
Rabbi Newman, father and grandfather. Mazel tov, Moshe Yehuda!

It was a packed week in Oakwood.
On Monday, we had our second legal day father and son learning.
Again, it was well attended with everyone feeling the energy in the
room. Rabbi Kahn spoke about rising up in galus through the
transmission of our mesorah and limud hatorah. He then thanked
all the fathers and grandfathers for doing their part!
On Monday, we also began our two-part six week shovavim
program, "Turn Off- Turn On". Many boys signed a kabalah to
refrain from technology use over the next six weeks.
So what will they do, you may ask?
Learn Mishnayos as the winter Mishnayos contest has begun!
It is very special to see boys walking around with Mishnayos during
their breaks and free time learning away.
On Tuesday, we welcomed Mr. Jeffrey Smith, our new Assistant
Principal of General Studies. Mr. Smith joins us after retiring from 31
years at Buckeye public school system in Medina. Mr. Smith has
already been warmly welcomed by both staff and students and we are
very excited he has joined our team.
It may be cold outside, but here at Oakwood we have a real winter
wonderland. The boys had an opportunity to explore with Rabbi Kahn
and see bubbles crystalize and freeze into ice with Mr. Radie.
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Girls Elementary
Morah Levine and Morah Sari ’s first grade girls celebrated
receiving their Chumash this week! Parents and
grandparents enjoyed a truly beau ful presenta on by the
girls who then received
their Chumashim from
Rabbi Simcha Dessler.
A erwards a beau ful
snack buﬀet was set up including professional looking Torah cookies made by
our very own first grade girls! May the excitement for learning Chumash
con nue and grow!

Yavne High School
Although it is frigid outside, the warmth of enjoyable
learning and ac vity fills the atmosphere at Yavne. In
the 7th and 8th grades, the G.O. broke out the junior
high Melave Malka, scheduled to take place on
January 20. Teachers and students are planning a
spectacular event.
Appropriate for the fast day, on Asara B’teves, we had
a school wide assembly, and all grades watched a
Torah
Umesorah video presenta on
tled
Monsieur. It told an inspiring story of courage,
mesirus nefesh, and kiddush Hashem, performed by
Rabbi Yonah Tiefenbrunner as he established an
orphanage in Belgium during the Holocaust. On that
day, the high school G.O. also ran a meaningful
ac vity, in order to increase ahavas chinom, where
si ng in a circle every girl received a picture of the
Kosel, passed it around, and her friends filled in
compliments about her in each stone.

A new Yavne program! We rescheduled our first
Yavne Friday night Oneg for next week, Parshas Vaera
(please see a ached flier) due to the projected
freezing cold weather. With the weather’s
coopera on, our students are looking forward to
ge ng together a er the Friday night seuda, and
enjoying tasty treats,
a
speaker, and an
informal opportunity to
bond with friends and
teachers. More details
to come in next week’s
edi on. Thank you, Mrs.
Tamar
Spolter
for
helping coordinate this
program.
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Battle of the Books
There are many benefits for our children that happen when
they develop a love for reading. Some of these include:
 Children who enjoy reading not only do better in

language and literacy subjects, but in all of the
different academic subjects as well.
 Reading develops language skills exposing students

to a wide range of vocabulary. The more words they
know, the better.
 Reading enhances a child’s concentration and a thirst

for learning
 Reading develops a child’s imagination and creativity

Our pilot volunteer “Battle of the Books” project for grades
4-6 has the goal of increasing time students spend reading
while encouraging comprehension development outside of
the classroom. It is not enough to read, but a student must
also learn to understand and digest what is being read.
Each grade will earn points for amount of time reading as
well as answering questions on specific books with a special
reward for individual and grade level work and results. We
hope that this program will continue to encourage our
students to be lifetime learners as they continue to develop
a love of reading and accumulating knowledge.

Thank you to our
English Language
Arts teachers, Mr.
Kahan, Mrs. Shulman,
Mrs. Leclerc, and
Mrs. Wolf for helping organize the pilot program.
Classroom Close-Up: Mrs. Levine’s 2nd Grade
In second grade, we are working on building the girls
reading accuracy and fluency. Every month the girls are
given a reading log where they track the amount of time
they have read for each day. The girls are encouraged to
read for at least four nights a week for seven minutes. the
girls are always excited and eager to read and often read
more than the amount assigned. At the end of the month
there is a class reading log party. This past month, we baked
Chanukah cookies! We can’t wait to see what the party will
be next month!
Looking for Health Day Volunteers
Our annual Health Days will be Monday, January 15 and
Thursday, January 18 from 12:30-3:30. We are still looking
for a few parent volunteers to help manage the learning
stations. No experience necessary . Contact Dr. Schwartz if
you are available at schwartzy@hac1.org

Kindergartners at our Oakwood Campus are busy having fun and learning—sometimes at the same
time! Our students, in all classes, are given many fun and sensory activities to reinforce the
lessons in Kriah. Pictured at right is Rivka Politsmakher in Morah Modes’ class hopping her way
through letters and nekudos!
Last deSTEMber ended off with a BLAST in kindergarten! To culminate
the end of deSTEMber, Mr. Harvey Schabes, division chief at
NASA (Morah Dassie's father), came in dressed as an astronaut and spoke to us all about space! We
counted down from 10 and watched a spaceship launch, touched real astronaut food, learned about
gravity, and what it is like to be an astronaut in space!
Our kindergarteners integrated science and literacy to make learning come alive. We learned the
letter S for sun, learned how the Earth orbits the sun, and about solar energy. Students had a chance
to make their own astronaut puppets and practiced their literacy skills by completing space missions;
reading letters correctly to get the astronaut from Earth to the space satellite!
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Now that winter has arrived both in name and in
temperature, many of our classes have begun learning
about what happens during this season—cold
temperatures, snow, barren trees. The children know
that during winter they have to dress in warm clothing,
hats, scarves, coats, gloves, and boots. They also know
that snow feels cold, that you can make a snowman from
it, and that it melts when it is warm. If you visit many of
our classrooms, you will see an assortment of snowmen,
made by the children, all very different. Because we try
to go outside, temperature permitting, we ask our
parents to dress children so that they will be warm
enough when they have outdoor recess.
This week, the classes learned Parshas Shmos, all about
the “new” Paroah and all his evil decrees against the
Jewish baby boys. The children sat spellbound as they
heard
about
baby
Moshe,
how his mother
put him in a
waterproof
basket to save
him, and how
Hashem made a
neis and Basya’s
arm stretched
and stretched to
pull him out of the water. They also learned how Moshe
cared so much about the Jews in Mitzrayim and also how
careful he was when taking care of animals.
When the children learn parsha they are also learning
lifelong lessons on how the world works and how to
behave as Yidden. They experimented with what floats
and what sinks and made charts to help them record their
findings. They also learned how to make something float
by coating it with waterproof material.
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Kindness and doing chessed was stressed, so that we can
emulate Moshe Rabbeinu who was kind to people and
also to animals. The teachers are trying to catch the
children doing a chessed and positively reinforcing these
acts.
This week, Mrs Reichman
(Tova’s mommy) came to teach
us all about Mat Man! Now we
understand the proper way to
make a person. Everyone
created a before and after
picture of themselves. We
can’t wait to use our new skills!
The three year olds have begun
learning the aleph-bais and for
the letter bais they have
invited bubbies to visit and either read stories or share
their talents with the class. The children become so
excited when their bubbies come to the classroom and we
invite all our bubbies and zaidies to come visit our
preschool.
Registration for the coming year will be open soon. If you
have a child who will be coming to our preschool next
year or know of anyone who may want their child to
attend, please call the preschool office, 321-5838, ext.
132, and leave a message with your name and address so
we can send you a registration packet. We will
automatically send all the paperwork to our currents twos
and threes. Our fours will automatically be enrolled in
the Hebrew Academy kindergarten program.
Don’t forget to attend Mrs. Aliza Feldman’s presentation
on behavioral benchmarks of our children on January 15.
This will be a presentation that is filled with much helpful
information about children’s development.
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This is your first year at the Hebrew
Academy. Where are you from and where
have you taught previously?

Parents and faculty were notified that due to the frigid weather and winds
expected for Friday, there will be no school. In the future, in the event of
inclement weather, our school closings will be communicated via the school
hotline at 216.321.5838 ext. 167; on the WTAM 1100 website of school
closings; and, most convenient, is the Remind text alerts. This system works
with any phone with basic texting. For more information about signing up
for Remind, please email Mrs. Modes at modesc@hac1.org.

I grew up near Solon. I had a formative
student teaching experience, where I cotaught AP Language and Composition
alongside my mentor teacher at John Hay
Early College in Cleveland. During my
practicum in student teaching, I transitioned
to becoming a behavior therapist at Kidslink
School, where I took behavioral data and
implemented behavior plans one-on-one
and in small groups with children with
autism spectrum and related disorders. I
currently work shifts, when I am not
teaching, as a youth counselor at Bellefaire
JCB for children with moderate to severe
autism.

We currently have Chuck E. Cheese, CVS, Home Depot, Speedway, Target, TJ
Max/Marshalls/HomeGoods, Walgreens and Walmart gift cards in the
Oakwood Campus available for purchase. A percentage of your purchase
comes back to the school and goes toward your Give n’ Get. Please contact
Mrs. Tracey Vaiselberg at 216-382-3300 ext. 341 or vaiselbergt@hac1.org if
would like to purchase any of these gift cards or have any questions about
our ShopwithScrip program.

Mr. Shawn S. Kahan
Teacher, 4th Grade Boys, G.S.

Where did you receive your education and
what led to the decision to become an
educator?
I received a Bachelor’s degree in English
Literature and a Master’s in Curriculum and
Instruction from Cleveland State University.
Growing up, I had the pleasure of learning
from outstanding educators who inspired
me to become one myself and help me
locate my potential. Seeing a child grasp an
idea from a lesson is a powerful feeling -- it’s
addicting really!



What were your first impressions of our
school?



Rabbi Calman Fishman on the bar mitzvah of a great grandson



Mr. & Mrs. Yaakov Koval on the birth of a grandson to Tzali & Rivky Koval.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Esther Koval.



Rabbi & Mrs. Shraga Weimer on the birth of a granddaughter to Natan &
Devora Altose

I would always see the school in passing
when driving on South Taylor Road. Never
did I imagine being a part of a familyoriented and positive staff and student
body. In addition, I really enjoy the small
class size to build better rapport with the
students and focus on their learning needs.

Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Dessler on the upcoming marriage of Shalom to Toba
Koenig of Toronto. Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Miriam Dessler.
Please note that, due to the weather, the aufruf kiddush has been moved to
Shomre Shabbos (and not the Hebrew Academy).

What goals do you set for yourself and for
your students?
I strive to continue promoting a love of
reading and writing to my students, as my
teachers had instilled in me, and to
encourage students to never give up and
always try their hardest, every single day, no
matter the outcome!
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The Great Plastic Bag Contest
For Girls Grades One through Four

INTRODUCTION
We, the fourth grade, are learning about recycling. We will debate
whether it is better to use plastic bags, paper bags, or fabric bags.
We recently read a book about a girl in Gambia, West Africa who
figured out a way to recycle plastic bags into fashionable purses.
What can you do with the many plastic bags we get from stores?
Can you design a product that you would be able to sell or give as a
gift?
RULES
1. Entries should be useful and attractive.
2. Entries should use at least one plastic bag but not more than
thirty. (This contest should use plastic shopping bags, not
smaller Ziploc bags.)
3. The main part of the entry should be the plastic bag, not
something else. None of the parts should cost over $2.00.
4. There will be two divisions of the contest: grades one through
four and grades five and six.
5. People can work alone or with one or two other patners.
6. Entries will be judged on originality, creativity, and neatness.
7. Submit entries to Mrs. Hellman’s class in Room 321.
8. All entries must be received by January 23. 2018.

Winning entries will be displayed
for all to see. There are two
categories of prize winners.
Grades One, Two, and Three will
be one category, and Grades Five
and Six will be the second
category.
We are looking forward to creative
and useful entries!

Yavne high school
presents a
friday night oneg
JANUARY 12 פרשת וארא
8:45-10 P.M.
FRIENDS, FOOD AND
INSPIRATION
7th-8th grade Bookman home
2362 Beachwood Blvd
9th-10th grade Frankel home
2425 Beachwood Blvd
11th-12th grade Koyfman home
2424 Beachwood Blvd

Will arrange walking groups
for the way home
For questions contact Tamar
Spolter 410.218.1368

