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History of Christmas

First Semester Ends

by Stephanie LaMadrid and Alize Trujillo

C
hristmas Day is celebrated as a major
T
he first semester for the year
will end on December 18th.
These first semester grades will
count toward students’ GPA’s.
How do students
calculate their
grade point
averages? They
add the number of
points each grade
is worth and then
divide that number by the total
classes they’re taking.

Artist Mary Cassatt
By Erin Abeyta
Mary Cassatt was a famous
American artist. Her style was
Impressionism. She had a rough
life struggling to be
a female artist with
this style, as one
man even

commented, “No woman has a right to Dates to Remember
draw like that.” She often painted about the
12/17  Lunch With Your Lancer
bonds between mother and children. She 12/17  Winter Dance Performance
died in 1926, near Paris. Her life may have 12/18  Minimum Day
ended that time, but her fame grew and she 12/18  No EPA
is considered one of the most important 12/18  End of First Semester
female artists today.
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by Veky Esquivel
C
hristmas isn’t the only holiday celebrated
in December.Throughout the world there
are other people who have different
customs.The holidays that
are celebrated in December
are Han
ukkah and
Kwanzaa.
Hanukkah starts
on December 6 and ends
on December 14.This is
holiday is only celebrated by the Jewish
people. Kwanzaa starts on December 26
and the holiday ends on January 1st.
African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa .

Picture yourself at The Ranch
by Stephania LaMadrid and Hope
Zwanziger

festival and public holiday in countries
around the world. Many of the secular
aspects of Christmas, such as giftgiving,
decorations, and Christmas trees have been
adopted.
The
songs
known
specifically
as
carols
were originally
communal folk
songs
sung during celebrations such as "Harvest
Tide" It was only later that carols began to
be sung in church. the holiday has been
known by various other names throughout
its history. The 
AngloSaxons referred to
the feast as "midwinter",

O
n December 9the, 8th graders went to
visit El Rancho High School to start
thinking about what kind of classes they Miniatures and Small Works Exhibit at
the Whittier Art Gallery
!
can take. Students
should now have an
Dec. 2, 2015  Jan. 2, 2016
idea of what classes
they want to enroll in,
and start seeing where
some of the classes are
located. It was a very
informative and fun time for all.

Illustrator Career Focus
Erin Abeyta and Veky Esquivel
Do you remember reading
picture books when you were
younger?Did you know the
person who created those pictures
that help out the text in there was
an illustrator?.An illustrator
draws for the authors who can’t
or don’t draw for
their books.This
career can be very
good for people
who love to draw.
Many people say
that this career may
look easy but in reality it’s very
challenging .The pictures come in
different types like size, detail,
and complexity. This is a great
career for anyone interested in the
arts or has a knack for drawing or
painting.

Safe Dates
by Hope Zwanzinger and Stephania
LaMadrid
What is safe dating? Safe dating is a way of
teaching the students how to be safe with
their dating partners. Once a week the
school’s psychologist comes into 8th grade
classes and gives examples of unhealthy
and abusive relationships. Although most
young people aren’t in relationships and
even consider themselves too young to
have to learn this, it is good to learn
because even at this age some students
have had several boyfriends or girlfriends.
The
point
of
learning this is to be
aware of unhealthy
relationships. This
teaches students that
sometimes
they
encounter
bad
relationships
without realizing it. Safe dating is a useful
thing for soon to be highschool students.
It helps students become prepared for many
difficulties a relationship may encounter.

