The Stanner
Celebrating its 100th year serving St. Ann’s and Archbishop Molloy

Vol. LVIII, No. II

Archbishop Molloy High School

October 2014

Do iPads give frosh special privileges?
By Phillip Barsamian '15 and
Sophia Savvides '15
With their textbooks, class assignments, and notes now on an iPad,
frosh are allowed to use them in any
part of the building all day long.
Molloy has limited some functions
to try to insure that frosh use iPads
only for learning purposes but both
teachers and students say some frosh
have gotten around those safeguards
to play games during class by going
to gaming websites on the internet.
One thing Molloy has not tried to
block is the ability to use iPads to
write and read email, take pictures,
and access the internet.
In other words, the frosh can use
their iPads to do the same things that
older students get detention for doing on their cell phones.
This raises the question: Is it fair
that frosh can use email anywhere in
the school building while the rest of
the student body gets detention for
doing that anywhere except the Cafeteria?
Junior Shania Chua said it is not
fair that frosh can use their iPads to

email friends and family at any time
from anywhere in the building.
“Ipads and iPhones are essentially
the same device," she said. "IPads
can’t text, but they can just as easily
email."
Assistant Principal for Students
Mr. Ken Auer said cell phone use will

continue to be banned despite what
seems like a double standard.
“The reason we can allow iPads
and not cell phones is that we have
control over the frosh’s iPads," he
said. "We do not have control over
the students’ cell phones.”
One reason cell phone use is

Frosh are allowed to email, browse the internet, or take photos anywhere
in the building with their new iPads. (Photo by Julia Remache ‘15)

banned outside of the Cafeteria is to
prevent cheating. Unrestricted cell
phone use would allow students to
text or email quiz or exam information to each other during the day.
But now that frosh have iPads,
they can use them to email quiz and
exam information to each other.
“Cheating is always a concern,"
said Mr. Auer, who added that no
frosh has been caught cheating via
email. "Teachers must be aware and
make sure students are not cheating
during class. It is not much different
than a kid passing a note with answers.”
Math teacher Ms. Danielle Choo
does not give her frosh tests on the
iPads because “things like graphing
are more difficult for most students
to do on the iPad.”
Ms. Choo believes it’s possible for
students to email answers during a
test or quiz but hasn’t seen it done.
She has seen students emailing each
other during regular class time.
“The best way to prevent this is
to allow students to have their iPads
Continued on Page 2

SMCS announces service trip to the Dominican Republic
By Harry Singh ‘16
The St. Marcellin Champagnat
Society has announced that students
interested in taking a service trip to

Seniors Carla Hanna and Joey
Gilfeather do some construction
work while in Nicaragua with SMCS.

the Dominican Republic from April
4-11 should come to a meeting on
Thursday Oct. 30, said trip organizer
Mr. Chris Dougherty.
The service trip, which is open to
sophomores, juniors, and seniors, is
being run in partnership with Mustard Seed Communities, a non-profit
organization offering programs dedicated to the care of children with serious physical and mental disabilities.
“The trip will be eye-opening,”
said Mr. Dougherty. “The trip allows
students to experience the poverty
faced by those less fortunate and gain
appreciation for those who suffer
from severe disabilities.”
Junior Christian Horan joined last
year’s volunteers on a trip to Nicaragua and hopes to go to the Dominican Republic this year.
“It’s truly a great opportunity to

Rain doesn’t spoil
the fun at first
Frosh Retreat
Page 4

do service with a great organization go on the trip.
that really changes and saves lives of
Students who went on last year’s
the children,” said Horan. “I was inContinued on Page 4
spired by their capabilities of love
and happiness.”
Volunteers will fly via American
Airlines to the small town Cangrejo
on the outskirts of Puerto Plata in
the Dominican Republic and stay in
Hogar Immanuel, a guesthouse built
by Mustard Seed.
Volunteers will participate in light
construction work and play with
handicapped kids.
The estimated cost of the trip per
student is $2,300 and interested students must fill out applications in order to go.
A faculty selection committee will
select 14 girls and 10 boys to take Senior Freddy Jean-Joseph went to
the trip from the 50 to 100 students Nicaragua last year with the St.
Mr. Dougherty expects will apply to Marcellin Champagnat Society.

AM t-shirts rather
than costumes for
Halloween Walk
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Boys: Join girls in push for gender equality
Actress Emma Watson, who is
a UN ambassador for women's issues, recently spoke about what
Hillary Clinton called “the unfinished business of the 21st century: ultimate gender equality.”
Watson is best known for her
role as Hermione in the "Harry
Potter" films but she is more than
just a pretty face.
Her speech conveyed her
strong feelings against gender inequality and how the world's view
of women is greatly influenced by
men's opinions of what it means
to be female.
Watson said when she was a
girl, her friends began dropping
out of sports because they didn’t
want to be seen as being “too
muscular” in the eyes of boys.
Watson is an advocate for the
“HeForShe” movement, which is
trying to get men to join women
in their push for equality.
By committing to the cause,
men pledge “to take action against
all forms of violence and discrimination faced by women and girls.”
Molloy faculty and students
seem to agree with Watson’s
point of view.
Junior Nicholas Gangone said,
“In today’s society, I believe that
guys do not see girls as equals.
The tradition of men being the
more dominant gender has been
passed down through generations
and affects many male opinions.
Rather than trying to fight gender discrimination, we all just flow
with the narrow-minded idea.”
Junior Christian Horan said
it’s a serious problem that a lot of
boys don't see sexual harassment
or sexual assault as a major issue
in society.
"It’s like they forget that girls
are actual human beings, too, and
that they are capable of being

hurt both physically and emotionally by sexual assault or harassment.
"But at the same time, more
and more boys are realizing that
it is wrong and that it is a problem we have in our society that
needs to be fixed,” Horan said.
Junior Daniel Jimenez said
boys are getting better at taking
female athletes as seriously as
they do male athletes.
“There's definitely an air of importance around female athletes,
especially the great ones, but even
at a high school level, female athletes are definitely seen [by boys]
as being closer to equals,” he said.
Some Molloy girls are considering putting the idea of gender
equality into practice by breaking
away from the tradition of waiting for boys to ask them to go to
the Senior and Junior Proms.
Yet by doing that, girls would
face something boys have had to
face for years: rejection.
Some girls say they would have
no problem taking the initiative
by asking a boy to the prom as
long as they were pretty confident he would say yes.
Junior Chris Autera thought
some boys wouldn't like being
asked to the prom by a girl.
“A guy's big, over-the-top
'prom-posal' to a girl is a tradition," he said. "Most guys, and
girls too, would like to keep that
tradition. But times have changed
and some traditions are meant to
be broken. It should be totally fine
if a girl asked a guy to prom. And
the guy, should he reject the offer, should not do so for the sole
reason that a girl has asked him,
rather than vice versa.”
Ms. Mary Pat Gannon addresses gender issues and roles in
her English classes. "I always re-

Actress Emma Watson is a spokesperon for the HeForShe organization.
verse pronouns: she then he,"
she said. "I always use inclusive
language and correct those who
don't. I never shy away from
opening a discussion on gender
roles and I carefully choose fiction and non-fiction that will engender such discussions.”
Mr. Jim Sheehan takes on
gender issues when his class
reads "The Scarlet Letter."
It is important that teachers
discuss gender roles with their
students because these issues
affect their everyday lives.
Gender inequality will continue unless something is done
about it now.
Children have to be taught at
a young age that male and female
are equal genders.

Little girls in pre-school
shouldn’t be encouraged to play
with dolls or toy kitchens while
boys are pushed to play sports
because this is where children
start to develop perceptions of
their roles in society and how
they are expected to act.
We have come a long way
since the start of the women's
movement in the 1960's but
there is still work left to do.
As Ms. Gannon says, “The
glass ceiling has cracked but it has
not been obliterated. I'm still
waiting to hear the words: 'Madame President.'"

-- Maria Gulino '16, Stacy
Kanellopoulos '16, and
Maria Goetz '16

Do iPads make it easier for frosh to cheat during tests?
Continued from Page 1
only when they are being used by the
entire class and to walk around to see
what they are doing,” she said.
Another potential iPad problem
is students cheating on tests by trying to find answers on the internet.
"Students definitely have the capability to Google quiz answers if the
quiz was given on an iPad," Ms. Choo
said. "This is why I would not give a
quiz on the iPad. The only way to
stop them is to stand in the back of
the room to make sure they do not
have search engines like Safari open.
“Search engines would discourage
me from giving an iPad quiz in the
future. We all remember The Stanner
article from last year where 50 percent of Molloy students admitted to
cheating!” she said.
English teacher Mr. Jim Sheehan
does give quizzes on the iPad and can
monitor what part of the quiz his stu2

dents are doing from his iPad.
If he sees they are taking too long,
he can go check on them.
“I can give each question one by
one and if they are Googling answers,
they will miss out on the next question,” he said.
Mr. Matthew Morgado, of the IT
Dept., said, “There is no way for
teachers to know if a student leaves
an app open [to email or search the
internet].”
As a result, the only way teachers
can see if a student is cheating is to
walk around the room. However, the
IT Dept. has access to all the information frosh access on their iPads,
including the exact time a student
looked something up, which would
allow it to discover cheaters.
“We have all the histories of the
students, so teachers can come to us
if they have a suspicion,” Mr.
Morgado said.

Frosh Sven Larsen said that it is
easy to access email and the internet
on the iPads. “Wifi is sometimes
spotty in the Music Room, but otherwise it is all good,” he said.
He has most of his tests on the
iPad and said Safari can be open anytime during a test. “I have not heard
of any student attempting to cheat,"
Larsen said. "Teachers walk around

to check.”
Frosh Diana Alvarado said it's
easy to access email as long as one
does not log out.
She said students can cheat using
the iPad but not if they have an attentive teacher.
Other frosh reported seeing cheating going on during a test with students copying and pasting answers.
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Frosh like Molloy’s family feel
By Jessica Antal '18, Patricia
Fawcett '18, Sven Larsen '18, and
Andrew Soltesz '18
Last month frosh were introduced
to the rigors of high school life at
Molloy and a new school means new
fears, new friends, and new teachers.
What are their first impressions of
life at Stanner High?
The frosh found upperclass students to be very helpful and welcoming. "The older students have been a
great help to me because multiple
times I've been stuck in a sticky situation such as locker trouble and
they've been there and willing to
help," said Cecelia Carinci.
Diana Alvarado, who went to
Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Academy, said, "I think the older students
aren't as scary as I thought they'd be.
They're very helpful and they don't
really look down on you as I thought
they would. Instead, they help you
and are there for you like older siblings would be, which is really nice
and reassuring."
Vassilia Plakas, who attended MS
158 in Bayside, said, "I love the fact
that the upperclassmen welcomed the
freshmen like we'd been here for years.
They didn't treat us poorly. They went
out of their way to help us. I think
the older groups are very generous
kids. Since I have a brother who is a
junior, I feel very comfortable around
the school."
Alexis Sciano, who went to M.S.
67, said, "The older students at
Molloy are really helpful and nice.
The older kids were was one thing
that kind of scared me when I
thought about high school. But when
I saw how nice they were, I realized I
had nothing to worry about."
Maureen Meenan, from Our Lady
of Hope, said, "At first I thought the
older students would ignore me and
toss me aside since I am a freshman.
Since talking to a few older students,
I have found this to be the opposite
of what really happens. The older students greet me when they see me and

they help me when I need help."
Nicole Rivera said, “The older students are shockingly helpful to the
freshmen.”
Many frosh arrived at Molloy with
certain expectations.
"I heard that it had a family environment and everyone helped you
out," said Dakota Racan, who added
that it turned out to be true.
Enrico Cecchi, who attended P.S.
232 in Manhattan, said, "I thought
Molloy was going to be very strict and
have various set rules and that’s true
but there's also very nice people and
classmates here."
Rachid Sassine, who went to Sacred Heart School, came to Molloy
"because basically the academics
were higher than other high schools
and the sports teams do really well. I
also heard everyone was nice and the
teachers were easy to talk to. Everything I heard is true and the work isn't
that hard."
Megan Devereux, who attended
Ave Maria Catholic Academy, came
to Molloy because she really liked last
year's Open House.
"It is different from what I expected because I thought I wouldn't
make any friends, go to the wrong
classrooms, and forget my locker
combination," Devereux said. "Now
being a Stanner for a month, I was
able to make a lot of friends, get to
all my classes on time, and remember my locker combination."
Thomas Verrone, from Our Lady
of Hope, said, "The thing that surprised me most about Molloy was just
how much fun the school has been.
Although it's a lot of work, I've had
nothing but good times."
Angela Martinez, who attended
Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy,
had heard Molloy was a very friendly
community but she was still surprised
that it was "more friendly and open
than I expected. I made friends
quickly."
Most frosh like their teachers.
"I thought the teachers were go-

Trying out for a team, such as here with the Girls Step Squad, makes frosh
feel more a part of Molloy. (Photo by Krishna Patel ‘15)

Getting help opening a lower level locker for the first time is a Molloy rite
of passage for frosh. (Photo by Mr. Joe Sommo)
ing to be intimidating but they are the
easiest people to talk to," said
Sassine.
Said Plakas, "The teachers are
very helpful and explain every detail
of a concept. Even though we are
given a lot of exams, the teachers still
make sure we are prepared before we
take the test."
Devereux said, "The teachers are
incredible. They are always there to
help their students when they don't
understand something and they put
110 percent into everything they do."
Said Alvarado, "The teachers are
very kind and helpful and are always
there for you when you need help for
anything. It's a really great feeling to
know that you can trust your teachers to help you."
Verrone added, "The teachers are
also all very funny."
Martinez liked "how the teachers
push you to do well. They are very
open and don't make you feel embarrassed to ask questions."
Deirdre Ballesty, who went to St.
Mel's school, said, "The teachers are
very strict and there is a lot of detention given out but sometimes they are
nice and funny."
Said Rivera, “Molloy is harder
than I expected. With all the tests, I

feel like I never get a break.”
Jade Penn, from Our Lady Queen
of Martyrs, said Molloy "is as strict
as I thought it would be. Some
classes, however, aren't as strict as I
thought they'd be. Some teachers are
more laid back and some are very
strict. Some of the TA's are really
strict, too."
A few things the frosh don't like
are the strict dress code r ules,
crowded hallways, high prices at
lunch and the lack of bells to signal
the start and end of class.
"You have a greater chance of
being late to class because you don't
know when the teacher will close the
door and make you get a late pass and
detention," Plakas said.
But despite some complaints, the
Class of 2018 has settled in well.
"I really do feel like a Stanner,"
said Alvarado. "With fellow students
like the ones I have at Molloy, it makes
it much easier to fit in and feel at
home and that family-like environment has made my transition to high
school much easier, for which I'm incredibly grateful."
Said Devereux, "What I like most
about Molloy is that when I walk
through the doors of the school, I feel
like I'm at home."

"I think the older students aren't as scary
as I thought they'd be. They're very helpful and don't really look down on you as I
thought they would. Instead, they help you
and are there for you like older siblings.”
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Rain can’t spoil first Freshman Retreat
By Andrew Wenzler ‘17
The first Freshman Retreat of the
year on Oct. 3-5 in Esopus attracted
77 frosh and was a success despite
an all-day rain on Saturday, said Bro.
John Raeihle, the retreat organizer.
“I was very, very pleased with the
way things went,” Bro. John said. “It
was a great way to start off the year.”
The weather was beautiful on
Friday when the frosh arrived but
turned damp on Saturday.
“The rain didn’t stop us from
having fun,” Bro. John said. “We had
a great time doing activities inside.”
Those activities included icebreaking exercises run by Mr. Brian
Klimas, skits on how life would be
different if everyone could get along,
playing oddball, and carving jack-olanterns.
“The goals for this retreat were to
create a family spirit and for the
freshmen to become part of Molloy,”
Bro. John said. “It was a way for
freshmen to interact with each other
and their underclass leaders.”
The retreat met its goals.
“I was able to grow closer to some
of my classmates and to accept others
more,” said frosh Dayna McGinley,
who went on retreat due to her great

Esopus experience at Freshman
Camp.
Christiane Diaz, who went on
retreat to “spend time with my
friends and meet some new people,”
said she did both.
The next Freshman Retreat will be
held from Dec. 12-14 and is open to
all frosh.
The cost is $140, which pays for
all meals and transportation to and
from school.
“People should go to Esopus
because it is a way to grow closer to
God, while still having fun playing
games,” said frosh James O’Neil.

Activities Fair

Frosh were in a good mood, left, as they board the bus to Esopus for the
first Freshman Retreat. Senior Lillian Mangialino, above, shows the frosh
how to carve a jack-o-lantern during one of the retreat’s many indoor activities due to rain. (Photos by Julia Remache ‘15 and Mr. Jim Sheldon)

Molloy’s SMCS volunteers to
go to Dominican Republican
Continued from Page 1
Nicaragua trip may apply again to go
on the Dominican Republic service
trip.
The trip will be chaperoned by Mr.
Dougherty and his fellow guidance
counselors Ms. Kristin DeSantis, and
Bro. Patrick Hogan.
English teacher Mr. Matt Kilkelly
is on standby to fill in as one of the
male chaperones if eitehr Mr.
Dougherty or Bro. Pat can’t go on the
trip, while the position of second fe-

Seniors Samantha Morgan, left in the kimono, and Liana Liang, right
with a diabolo, or Chinese yo-yo, promote the Asian Club at the annual
Activities Fair in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photo by Ms. Laura Sawyer)
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male chaperone still needs to be
filled.
Junior Konstantina Raptis, who
was one of the volunteers who went
to Nicaragua last year, said that before she went on the trip, “it was so
easy to forget about the problems in
the world around you.”
Raptis said she went to Nicaragua not for her own benefit but to
help the kids she met. “I didn’t hope
to gain as much as I hoped to give,”
she said.

Senior Valerie Rico shovels some cement to help build a Mustard Seed
Community Center during SMCS’s trip to Nicaragua in April 2014.

No costumes for the Halloween Walk-a-thon
By Sargam Mehra ‘16
Molloy’s 22nd annual Walk-a-thon
will take place on Halloween on Oct.
31 but Stanners will not be allowed
to dress in costume.
Halloween was chosen as the day
for Walk-a-thon 2014 so that Stanners
would have to spend just a half day
at school before leaving to enjoy the
holiday festivities.
However, due to a request by the
police, Stanners will not be allowed
to wear Halloween costumes or accessories while they walk to allow the
police to be more effective and efficient while supervising the event.
Instead, students will wear athletic gold and black Walk-a-thon tshirts with a lion on the chest that
was drawn by the winner of last year’s
Spirit Leaders’ t-shirt design contest,
Matt Low of the Class of 2014.
Stanners will walk to raise money
to refurbish all the student lockers
and to buy new laptop computers for
the Computer Lab and Library.
Each student must raise $80 to
earn the Walk-a-thon holiday on Monday, March 16, which will create a
four-day weekend when combined
with St. Patrick’s Day on March 17.
Whoever does not reach the $80
fund-raising minimum must to come
to school on March 16 to watch the
movie “Ghandi” under the supervision of Mr. Ed Shannon or Mr. Ken
Auer. Last year, 35 students did not
earn a Walk-a-thon holiday.
Seniors who raise $80 or more will
be able to opt out of the walk itself
in order to join another activity such
as the senior walk to the World Trade
Center, Tourn-a-thon or Zumba.
The student who raises the most
money will receive free tuition for the
school year. Top fundraisers in each
grade also will receive a prize.
Students who raise $100 will be
entered into a lottery for additional
prizes. Students will get one lottery
ticket per $100 raised, so, for ex-

Seniors Christopher Looney, Brianna Contomo, and Kim Chuber seem to be enjoying last year’s Walk-a-thon.
ample, a student raising $200 gets two
tickets and $300 gets three.
Student Activities Director Ms.
Liz Murdocca said the Walk-a-thon
helps “keep tuition low and allows
the school to offer the students an
amazing facility. The beautiful new
Library, Labs, and Cafeteria are all the
result of Walk-a-thon money.
“So it is very important that students go out and raise money,” she
added. “This is a time-honored tradition; it is not just about asking your
parents to write a check, it is about
community spirit and helping each
other at Molloy.”
Junior Maria Aliberti agreed that
it’s better to go out to raise funds.
“I think it’s rude to ask family
members or family friends,” she said.
“You don’t want to make a person
feel obligated to send money, especially if they’re in a bad financial situation already.”

Stanners will walk the same route
through Briarwood as last year.
“It was better than the old route
after it was fine-tuned by Mr. [Jim]
Sheldon, Mr. [Brain] Kelly, Mr. [Dennis] Vellucci and myself," said Ms. Liz
Murdocca. "It is a route that is easier
on the students, the community, and
the police.”
Most Stanner have fun walking.
Junior Kathleen Kelly enjoys “socializing and inter mingling with
teachers, classmates, and Stanners
from other grades. When Molloy does
activities like these, it brings the
Molloy family together and we all
raise money for a good cause. It helps
us present ourselves well to other
people and to represent our school.”
Aliberti said, “I like it because everyone can socialize while exercising
and everything is very laid back and
casual.”
Aliberti has experienced the only

two Walk-a-thons that ever had to be
rescheduled due to rain.
"I hope it doesn’t rain again," she
said. "That would be bad luck for our
grade if that were to happen three
years in a row. I liked last year’s Walka-thon, though, because it was more
organized, while in freshman year, a
lot of the groups got separated.”
Junior Terence Coppinger said, “It
was pretty cold last year. It’s not that
strange that the weather hasn’t been
good the past two years but I believe
this year we’ll have good weather.”
Kelly said, “Even if it does rain,
we can all come together and get
through it. I think it’ll be a fun experience. I live in Briarwood and I like
seeing the new places around my
neighborhood.”
Ms. Murdocca thanked the Spirit
Leaders for their hard work in helping organize and distribute Walk-athon materials.

Seniors get leads in Stanner Players’ fall production
By Shibangi Saha ’16 and Laksumi
Sivanandan ’16
The Stanner Players will present
the Thornton Wilder comedy “The
Matchmaker” as its fall production
with three seniors in the leading roles.
Director Ms. Shannon Winters
chose Christian Martinez, Stephanie
Toma, and Alexa Kober for the three
leading roles and sophomore David
Kemp and junior Matthew Frenzel for
the two major supporting roles after
auditions were held on September 11,
12, and 15.
Performances will be held Nov.
20-22 at 7 p.m. and Nov. 23 at 2 p.m.
Ms. Winters chose this comedy,
which later became the basis for the
famous musical “Hello, Dolly,”
because she knew that her actors had
the talent to pull off such a

complicated farce based on their
success in the comedy “You Can’t
Take It With You” last spring.
Juniors Julia Zirillo and Salvatore
DiPaola are the Stage Manager and
Assistant Stage Manager.
Almost 40 students auditioned for
the play’s 16 roles by reading scenes
they were given ahead of time so they
could prepare for their auditions.
While the majority of the cast is
comprised of experienced members
of The Stanner Players, a few
newcomers, such as senior Liana
Liang and frosh Donovan Walker,
also earned roles.
“Choosing the cast was extremely
difficult this year, even more so than
last year,” said Ms. Winters.
Junior Harry Singh, who has apContinued on Page 7

Senior Christian Martinez rehearses a scene with other cast members of
“The Matchmaker” in the Theater. (Photo by Liana Liang ‘15)
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Just 15 survive dance auditions
By Sophia Betzios ‘17 and Lori
Mangone ‘17
A total of 44 girls tried out on
Sept. 16-17 at the Molloy Dance
Team auditions in the Dance/Step
Studio, but far fewer returned for callbacks on Sept. 18.
When all the auditions were over,
only 15 girls were selected, one fewer
than last year, as Dance Team Director Ms. Liz Murdocca limits the team
in order to fit inside its small studio.
Senior Deanna Aliperti, who has
danced since she was three-years-old,
made the team again this year.
“I made the team in my sophomore year but I was nervous that year
trying out,” Aliperti said. “But my
junior and senior years, I was a lot
more relaxed and confident."
Sophomore Gabby Peperone, who
started dancing when she was twoyears-old and dances at Fazio Dance
Center in Howard Beach, made the
team for the first time this year.
"When I tried out freshman year,
I was so nervous that when it was
time for me to perform the number
in small groups, I completely blanked
out,” she said. “Needless to say, I
didn't make the team.”
Ms. Murdocca said, "There is no
guarantee that you will have a spot
just because you were on the team

last year. Usually the former members
will make it, but I have had a couple
of years where one or two girls didn't
remake the team."
When auditions began, Ms.
Murdocca was looking for dancers
with good technique, style, stage presence, enthusiasm and the ability to

pick up choreography quickly.
The talent of the frosh trying out
made a big impression on Ms.
Murdocca and the veteran dancers.
"I was very impressed with a lot
of the freshmen who tried out this
year," said Peperone.
Ms. Murdocca said the frosh who

Members of the Dance Team rehearse their routines with Ms. Liz Murdocca,
far left, in the Dance/Setp Studio as they prepare for their 2014-15 debut
at the Varsity basketball games next month. (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)

tried out were among the best ninth
grade dancers she has ever seen at
Molloy.
Ms. Murdocca encouraged those
who didn’t make the team to join the
Dance Club because “it is important
to keep dancing and working on choreography and technique."
Ms. Murdocca said that while it
doesn’t happen very often, girls in the
Dance Club have moved up to the
team during the year and all club
members always will have advantage
over the first-timers at next year’s auditions.
The Dance Team will perform at
Varsity basketball games, International Day, and the Senior-Faculty
Basketball Game, as well as during
Spirit Week and at the annual LIUPost Dance Conference.
"This year I'm just excited to be
on the team period,” said Peperone.
“It's an amazing experience being able
to perform at the basketball games
with an amazing group of girls and
doing everything that comes along
with being on the Dance Team."
Aliperti said, "I'm looking forward
to just having a lot of fun and really
making my last year on the team the
best one yet. I can't wait for basketball season to kick in so that we can
dance at the games."

Costumes a must at Halloween Dance
By Harshani Luknauth ’16 and
Christy Dey ’16
For the first time, Molloy’s annual
Halloween Dance will be open to
Stanners in all four grades when it’s
held Oct. 30 in the Jack Curran Gym.
Director of Student Activities Ms.
Liz Murdocca said the change was
made thanks to the tremendous success of last year’s dance due to its
new features such as the Haunted
Hallway devised by Molloy’s Spirit
Leaders.
“This dance seems to be the most
successful because students generally
love Halloween and love the opportunity to dress up. Almost 100 per-
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cent of students dressed up last
year,” said Ms. Murdocca.
The dance, which had been open
to only frosh and sophomores in the
past, also has been moved this year
from its usual Friday night date to
Thursday Oct. 30 to not conflict with
students’ Halloween night plans.
Ms. Murdocca said she chose the
date because the next day is Molloy’s
annual Walk-a-thon, when students
report to school 45 minutes later than
usual and no classes are held.
The dance will begin at 7:30 p.m.
and end at 10:30 p.m.
The $5 tickets to the dance, which
must be bought in advance, are sold
during homeroom and lunch periods.
Costumes are required to be admitted to the dance but Ms. Murdocca
said almost all students arrived in creative and amazing costumes last year
so she doesn't think the new costume
requirement will be a problem.
A Costume Contest, run by the
Spirit Leaders, will award prizes to
the best, the most original, the most
frightening, and the best group costumes.
Students can sign up to compete
in the contest if their costumes pass
the Spirit Leaders’ eye test and then
parade across the stage as the audience claps and cheers for them.
Last year’s prizes included trophies
and lunch vouchers, but Ms.

Murdocca wants to go bigger on this
year’s prizes.
Sophomore Anjalie Baijoo, who
dressed up as Peter Pan, enjoyed the
dance last year, especially the
Haunted Hallway.
Sophomore Diana Mieles, who arrived dressed as a policewoman, also
enjoyed the Haunted Hallway and
laughed when she became so scared.
While Halloween and the SeniorFaculty Basketball Sock-Hop have
been Molloy’s only dances in the past,
Ms. Murdocca said she is willing to
organize another dance but will have
to see how much student interest
there is as the year goes on.

The variety of costumes is the highlight of the Halloween Dance.

Liana Liang’s

Humans of Stanner High
What was the happiest day of your life?

"It was the day I graduated from
my middle school. I didn't like anyone there, not my classmates or teachers, but I acted like I did. When I got
here, I joined the Step Squad and met
so many more people. Everyone is so
much cooler at Molloy. Between a
one and a 10, it’s definitely a 10."
-- A Frosh

"It was the first day of computer
class when I first met my best friend.
She came up to me, looked at my ID,
and said, 'Rachel, how was your day?'
We started talking from there. I was
caught off guard because I'd never
met her before and she was acting like
we had known each other forever!"
-- A Sophomore

"Well, definitely not what got me
these [crutches]. It was on the Freshman Retreat. We were playing Flag.
Everyone was getting really pumped
with adrenaline and energy and I
scored a point for my team. My team
tackled me! It was a really amazing
feeling."
-- A Junior

"The day I stood up to a bully. He
was pushing my buttons so I grabbed
him and flipped him over my shoulder. I remember the wide grin on his
face as he looked up at me and said,
'That was awesome.' So I grabbed his
outstretched hand and lifted him up.
That kid never picked on me again."
-A Senior

The Stanner Players to perform ‘The Matchmaker’
Continued from Page 5
-peared in previous Molloy productions, said he anxiously awaited the
result of his audition because he had
no sense of how well he had done.
“I really hoped that I would receive some feedback after auditioning, but I got nothing.” Singh said. “So
I was extremely nervous, especially
since I was auditioning right in front
of Ms. Winters."
Singh was cast in the supporting
role of Malachi Stack
"I discovered I had been cast by
looking at the list posted on the Theater doors," he said. "I didn’t know
how to react.”
Frenzel was also nervous after his
audition.
“Even though I have been in two
of the previous productions, I was
still a bit nervous," he said. "No matter how much you prepare yourself,

it’s next to impossible to not be at
least a little worried.”
Frenzel was cast as Barnaby
Tucker, a clerk in a store owned by
the main character, Horace
Vandergelder.
“Barnaby is very young and innocent,” Frenzel said. “He’s only 17 but
the play takes place in 1890 and at
that time, many people his age were
not as mature as most 17-year-olds
are today. I enjoy playing Barnaby,
because he’s so much like me — random and a little goofy.”
Singh's role is an apprentice to the
main character.
“Malachi is 50-years-old and
hasn’t been able to hold a stable job
throughout his life,” he said. “Portraying this character is somewhat different for me. For example, he doesn’t
require a foreign accent, which is
something I needed last year.”

Rehearsals began right after the
play was cast.
“Despite the time crunch, rehearsals have been extremely productive,” Singh said.
Frenzel agreed, saying that rehearsals "have gone well so far. Since
we only have two months to rehearse,
it is going to be a little more difficult,
as opposed to rehearsing for the
spring show, for which we had three
to four months to practice.
"There are also a few classes that
use the Theater during the week, so
we can’t even put up a set yet. However, Ms. Winters is a great director,
and with her leadership, I’m certain
we’ll be able to make the show a hit,”
Frenzel said.
Ms. Winters is confident her actors will do a great job despite having less time to rehearse.
“It’s always challenging to navi-

gate everyone’s schedules," she said.
"With a shorter amount of time than
we had for last spring’s production, I
have no doubt everyone will buckle
down and put in the time and effort
needed to make this production a
success.”
Here is the cast for “The Matchmaker”:
Horace Vandergelder.....Christian A. Martinez
Irene Molloy.................................Alexa Kober
Dolly Levi...............................Stephanie Toma
Cornelius Hackl...........................David Kemp
Barnaby Tucker......................Matthew Frenzel
Ambrose Kemper.......................Mark Perkins
Joe Scanlon/Musician..........Donovan Walker
Gertrude/Musician...............Kaela Coppinger
Ermengarde..........................Joanna Troyanos
Malachi Stack..................................Harry Singh
Minnie Fay..................................Jonella Wong
A Cabman..................................Robert Dittus
Rudolf...........................................Ryan Wecera
August.................................David Di Maggio
Flora Van Huysen............Megan McLoughlin
Cook..............................................Liana Liang

Frosh Field Day medal winners and homeroom team results
Team scores: 1. 1D, 44 points; 2. 1A, 43;
3. 1F, 41; 4. 1L, 37; 5. 1J, 34; 6. 1E, 33; 7. 1H,
32; 8. (tie) 1G & 1K, 31; 10. 1C, 30; 11. 1B, 25.
Chess: 1. Mike Perkins, 1H; 2. Enrico
Cecchi, 1B; 3. Anthony Ronacher, 1J; 4. Daniel
Lopez, 1F; 5. Andrew Soltesz, 1K.
History: 1. 1B (Alexio Boubev, Dennis
Corrales); 2. 1A (Sonalia Balli, Daniel Babat; 3.
Anthony Basdeo); 3. 1E (Sven Larsen, Joseph
Kasper, Antonina Leone); 4. 1H (Vassilia
Plakas, Joseph Pennacchio, Jarrick Reid); 5. 1L
(Vincent Wu, Donovan Walker).
Boys Basketball Knockout: 1. Orrin
Barfield, 1A; 2. Moses Brown, 1B; 3. Devin
Amaro, 1A; 4. Khalid Moore, 1G; 5. Matthew
Castro, 1B.
Girls Basketball Knockout: 1. Celina
Roberts, 1J; 2. Katarzyna Zezula, 1L; 3. Dionie
Kuprel, 1E; 4. Sabrina Soerdjpal, 1K.
Boys Football Throw: 1. Michael Ball, 1A;
2. Joseph Hoch, 1D; 3. Anthony Romero, 1J;
4. Isaias Ramirez, 1H; 5. Daniel Dilluvio, 1C.
Boys Soccer Shootout: 1. Andrew

Matusewicz, 1F; 2. Rosario Troia, 1K; 3. Philip
Nowowiejski, 1G; 4. Adam Cortes, 1B; 5.
Patrick Coppinger, 1B.
Girls Soccer Shootout: 1. Kaitlyn Helfer,
1D; 2. Briana Payano, 1H; 3. Valeria Rodriguez,
1J; 4. Tulin Ortalan, 1H; 5. Lauren Vulin, 1L.
Girls Softball Throw: 1. Emily Flanagan,
1D; 2. Taylor Torres, 1K; 3. Megan McGee, 1F;
4. Hailey Rama, 1H; 5. Margaret Mogielnicki,
1G.
Potato Sack Relay: 1. 1C (Christiane Diaz,
Megan Devereux); 2. 1F (Eva Li, Kaitlyn
McCleary); 3. 1A (Alison Allen, Ileana Azzara);
4. 1L (Marco Vittozzi, Alexander Velez); 5. 1F
(Christopher Lopez, Conor Mangan).
Spoon Relay: 1. 1L (Charles Wrizar,
Razzaan Zia); 2. 1F (Megan McGrath, Dayna
McGinley); 3. 1K (Mary Sullivan, Sarinna Sung);
4. 1G (Leah Messina, Abilene Mohan); 5. 1J
(Meesha Samuels, Nicole Rivera).
Boys 100 Meters: 1. Juan Alejandro, 1A;
2. Michael Yogumyan, 1L; 3. Rashid Sassine,
1J; 4. Gary Romanello, 1J; 5. Malik Maitland,

1F.
Girls 100 Meters: 1. Paula Tobar, 1K; 2.
Eliza Milstead, 1G; 3. Amanda Genna, 1D; 4.
Annabella Ulysse, 1L; 5. Julie Moran, 1G.
Boys 200 Meters: 1. Joseph Davidson,
1C; 2. Christopher Escobar, 1C; 3. Jesse Ortiz,
1H; 4. Rachid Sassine, 1J; 5. Angelo
Mastrogiacomo, 1F.
Girls 200 Meters: 1. Aaliyah Josey, 1E; 2.
Kristen Mardenborough, 1F; 3. Arianna
Sarchese, 1J; 4. Siena Pizzo, 1H; 5. Olivia Sergio,
1J.
Boys 300 Meters: 1. Marc Villa, 1L; 2.
Andrew Spadaccini, 1K; 3. Faolan Mejias, 1G;
4. John McNamee, 1F; 5. Adewale Adeyele,
1A.
Girls 300 Meters: 1. Sinead Girdusky, 1D;
2. Lauren Batac, 1A; 3. Agatha Latek, 1E; 4.
Melanie Rodriguez, 1J; 5. Emely Pimentel, 1H.
Boys 800 Meters: 1. Raymond Diaz, 1C;
2. Alexander Rief, 1J; 3. Jonathan Downward,
1C; 4. Mathew Castro, 1B; 5. Anthony
Ambrosino, 1A.

Girls 800 Meters: 1. Natalie Ortof, 1H; 2.
Ashley Grigg, 1D; 3. Kaleigh Gilroy, 1D; 4.
Charlotte Anich, 1A; 5. Meesha Samuels, 1J.
Boys High Jump: 1. Marc Villa, 1L; 2.
James Mack, 1F; 3. (tie) Owen Motherway, 1G
and Philip Georgio, 1D; 5. Nicholas Balfour,
1A.
Girls High Jump: 1. Margaret Mogielnicki,
1G; 2. Maria Jara, 1D; 3. Caitlin Hogan, 1D.
Boys Long Jump: 1. Michael O'Leary, 1G;
2. Arturo Ceniza, 1B; 3.Justin John, 1E; 4.
Michael Yogumyan, 1L; 5. Jiho Chang, 1B.
Girls Long Jump: 1. Aaliyah Josey, 1E; 2.
Angela Martinez, 1F; 3. Katherine Koziol, 1E;
4. Megan Wessely, 1L; 5. Annabella Ulysse, 1L.
Boys Shot Put: 1. Marcus Bianchi, 1A; 2.
Francesco Tullo, 1K; 3. John Nessenthaler, 1G;
4. Andres Ortiz, 1H; 5. Johnluke Giannelli,
1D.
Girls Shot Put: 1. Troi Lucas, 1F; 2. Brittany Germain, 1D; 3. Shannon Tracy, 1K; 4.
Tessa Kuch, 1E; 5. Isabella Dougherty, 1C.
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1D grabs Frosh Field Day crown by 1 point
wait until Monday morning to announce it over the P.A. during
homeroom period,” said Mr. Brian
Kelly, who assisted Bro. Bob Andrews
in running the event.
Freshman Field Day is dedicated
to games, contests and athletics; frosh
can participate in as many as two
events which ranged from the 800meter run to chess.
1D’s victory was not Mr. Niklaus’s
first Freshman Field Day win, however, as about three three years ago
he super vised another winning
homeroom but he said he has no special trick to motivate his students.
Rather, Mr. Niklaus believes that
it is best to let the students sign up
for their activities of choice and just
go have fun.
And have fun they did.
Kaitlyn Helfer, of 1D who won
the Girls Soccer Shootout, found the
competition "fun and exhilarating."
Ashley Grigg, of 1D who finished
second in the Girls 800-Meter Run,
said, "Running made me tired but I
had a great time at Freshman Field
Day."
Enrique Montas, of 1G, who lost
in the first round of Chess TournaMr. Bill Niklaus and the members of Homeroom 1D celebrate their victory at Freshman Field Day in the Jack ment, said, “I didn’t like losing, but I
enjoyed being with my friends.”
Curran Gym. (Photo by Ms. Laura Sawyer) See all the field day results on page 7.
By Alyssa Motilal ‘16 and Michael
Ouari-Navarro ’16
Homeroom 1D scored 44 points
to win Molloy’s annual Freshman
Field Day on Sept. 26, beating
Homeroom 1A by just one point in
the team title competition.
Homeroom 1F was third with 41
points.

Homeroom teacher Mr. William
Niklaus seemed shocked by 1D’s victory.
“I am very happy and proud, but I
was really not expecting it,” said Mr.
Niklaus, who added that his students
were equally shocked by the results.
For the first time in Freshman
Field Day history, running team

scores were entered into a computer
and posted on a scoreboard screen in
the Jack Curran Gym so the 11
homerooms could keep an eye on
how they were doing in the standings
as the day’s events progressed.
“For the first time we were able
to announce the team winner at the
end of the day instead of having to

Football kicks off the year in intramural sports
By Charlie Maisano ’16 and
Salvatore Liarda ’16
Intramural sports will be back in
action this month with the Football
Tournament set to kick things off on
Oct. 21-22 on Stanner Field.
The tournament will have
underclassmen, upperclassmen, and
ladies brackets.
There will be no co-ed bracket,
but Director of Intramurals Mr. Brian
Kelly said there will be co-ed brackets
in future tournaments.
In addition to football, other
intramural events this year will be the
Ping-Pong, Volleyball, Dodgeball,
Basketball and Ultimate Frisbee
Tournaments.
Ping-pong is the next event on the
calendar while frisbee will be the last
event if Mr. Kelly can find a date
when Stanner Field is free to be used
during baseball season.
The dates for those tournaments
will depend on the availability of
Stanner Field, the Jack Curran and
Marsloe Gyms, and the Cafeteria,
said Mr. Kelly.
“The best thing about the
intramural tournaments is the fact
that they get so competitive and
become intense and fun at the same
time,” said frequent intramural sports
participant Giuseppe LoDuca, a
senior who won the Ping-Pong
Tournament three years ago.
Junior Paul Scarpelli said
participating in intramural sports is a
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great experience. “What I like most
is that you can hangout with your
friends and have a good time doing
things you like,” he said.
Students can sign up to participate
in any intramural tournament by
getting a team roster sheet from
outside of Room 301, filling it out,
and choosing a team name.
The team name, however, must be
approved by Mr. Kelly.
“I always want it to be appropriate
to Molloy’s standards,” Mr. Kelly said.
Winning intramural teams will
receive a championship t-shirt.
LoDuca said the tournaments are
very well run; Mr. Kelly credits that

to the students on the Intramural
Committee, who not only organize
and run the tournaments but also
serve as game referees as well.
He said students on the
committee not only help out their
school by the work they do, but also
have fun.
Students wishing to join the
committee should go see Mr. Kelly
in Room 301.
Mr. Kelly is entering his fourth
year as Intramurals Director.
“I have always been a sports fan,
so this job allows me to combine that
with another job I love in teaching
kids,” he said.

Football, top right, and ping-pong are just two of the competitions offered by Molloy’s Intramural Committee.

